
How much solar power do I need to power my house? 

If you’ve been thinking about installing a solar power system, you will probably be 
wondering what size system you need to power your entire home.  

Whilst this is a normal question to ask, the answer is: that’s not the right question to be 
asking!  

 

 

Think of the grid as a giant battery 
For homes already connected to the electricity grid, it makes sense to use the grid as a 
giant battery. The grid supplies all of your power now, so while it makes sense to 
maximize the amount of solar power you can generate from your roof, don’t get hung up 
trying to size a system that will provide 100% of your needs. The grid will continue to 
provide a useful backup source of power overnight, during rainy days, and whenever 
your demand exceeds your systems output.  

 

 

Consider Green Power  
To ensure the power you do draw from the grid is from renewable sources you can check 
out your retailer’s Green Power options. Be sure to check out the Australian Conservation 
Foundation’s Green Electricity Watch to find the best product for you and to see how it 
ranks: http://www.greenelectricitywatch.org.au/green-electricity-products 

 

 

How much energy do I use? 
How much solar energy you need depends on how much electricity you use, how much 
roof space you have available and, of course, the size of your budget.  

You can use the table below to find out how much solar energy savings a system of a 
particular size will produce on the Sunshine Coast.  

 

 

Savings on electricity bills 

http://www.greenelectricitywatch.org.au/green-electricity-products


System 
size kW 

Feed‐in 
tariff 

kWh/year 
produced

Min annual 
savings (all 

solar 
production 

used)

Max savings = 
income if all 
power sold $

Greenhouse 
gas savings: 

kg/yr 
1.08  0.44  1578.38 268.32 694.49 1798 

   0.52  1578.38 268.32 820.76 1798 
1.6  0.44  2338.34 397.52 1028.87 2663 

   0.52  2338.34 397.52 1215.94 2663 
2  0.44  2922.92 496.90 1286.08 3329 

   0.52  2922.92 496.90 1519.92 3329 
3  0.44  4384.38 745.34 1929.13 4994 

   0.52  4384.38 745.34 2279.88 4994 
4  0.44  5845.84 993.79 2572.17 6658 

   0.52  5845.84 993.79 3039.84 6658 
5  0.44  7307.3 1242.24 3215.21 8323 

   0.52  7307.3 1242.24 3799.80 8323 
6  0.44  8768.76 1490.69 3858.25 9988 

   0.52  8768.76 1490.69 4559.76 9988 
7.6  0.44  11107.1 1888.21 4887.12 12651 

   0.52  11107.1 1888.21 5775.69 12651 
10  0.44  14614.6 2484.48 6430.42 16646 

   0.52  14614.6 2484.48 7599.59 16646 
 

 


