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EXECUTIVE 
President: Pam Soper 
Vice President: Ian Richards 
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Secretary: Kerryn Ward 
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CO-ORDINATOR: Roger Currie 
 
PROJECT OFFICERS 
Bundaberg: Pam Soper 4159 1919 
Maryborough: Tony van Kampen 4129 6279 
Miriam Vale: Merike Johnson 4156 6349 
 
BRISBANE LIAISON OFFICER 
Ted Fensom 07 3341 6790 
 
WBBCC OFFICE &  
ENVIRONMENT CENTRE 
The Neighbourhood Centre 
25 Ellena Street, Maryborough 4650 
 
Environment Centre hours are variable, 
generally open Thursdays & Fridays 
8.00am-3.00pm (or ring for appointment 
or to leave a message) . 

BUNDABERG BRANCH WPSQ 

Landcare Centre, Woongarra St. Bundaberg 
Meetings: First Tuesday each month -5.30pm 
Note: No meeting in January 
 
EXECUTIVE 

President: Tracy Hall  41596180 
Vice President: Pam Soper  41591919 
Secretary: Ann Jarman  4159  1931 
Treasurer: Doug McGregor   
 
 
FRASER COAST BRANCH WPSQ 

PO Box 7396, Hervey Bay, 4655 
Phone  41256784 
 
EXECUTIVE 

President: Joan Coutts 
Secretary:  Carol Bussey 
Treasurer:  Norma Hannant 
 
 
 
WAMBALIMAN : Jenny Watts 

In the language of the Kabi Tribe 
“Wambaliman” means simply “to carry” 

 

Opinions expressed in this magazine are not  
necessarily those endorsed by Wide Bay Burnett 
Conservation Council or the Wildlife Preservation  
Society Queensland, Bundaberg and  Fraser Coast 
Branches. 
 
Submissions for Wambaliman are welcomed and  
publication of these will be up to the discretion of the 
editor. Please send your submission to Wide Bay 
Burnett Conservation Council by post, email or fax. 
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Next issue…… 
We welcome contributions from  members. We have a “members 
have their say” for any letters, be it in response to an article, telling 
us something of interest or giving your opinion.  Send contributions 
by email to wbbcc@bigpond.com or  post, PO Box 694 Maryborough. 
Submissions for Winter Wambaliman 2006 are due by the start of  August 2006. 

Editor’s Note: Due to a lack of space  our regular feature  “Volunteer 
Profile” could not be printed this issue.  
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“Why repeat mistakes when there 
are so many new ones to make?”
                                         Descartes 
 

Dams, dams, and more dams, are 
back on the agenda in Queensland.  
Why is it that Governments, engineers 
and irrigators, still persist in believing 
that more dams equal more water, and 
that more water can be taken out ad 
infinitum from river systems?   
 

WBBCC has had a busy year trying 
to raise awareness of the detrimen-
tal impacts that will occur from 
raising Lenthalls Dam, not only on 
the Aboriginal cultural heritage, 
and ecological values of Wongi Wa-
ter Holes, but also on the Burrum 
River downstream of Lenthalls 
Dam, and the flow-on detrimental 
impacts likely to occur in the soon 
to be declared Great Sandy Marine 
Park. Why is it that water engi-
neers continue to want to build 
dams in preference to improving 
water delivery systems, and encour-
aging Local Authorities to re-cycle, 
re-use, and   reduce water con-
sumption by positive planning? 
 

More dams are now being touted for 
the Mary River catchment even  

though scientific reports indicate quite 
clearly that another dam on the Mary 
would be very detrimental to the health 
of the river, and likely to have adverse 
impacts on the marine environment.   
The heavily over-dammed Burnett 
River and Kolan River both have heavy 
infestations of water hyacinth and 
salvinia,  a sure sign of a degraded and 
unhealthy river system.  
 

Hundreds of thousands of dollars have 
already been spent on trying to remove 
the noxious weeds, and irrigators are 
demanding more money from govern-
ment.  No attempt appears to have been 
made to first address the cause of the 
problem, and then seek a solution.     
 

Mid year saw a move to the new 
Neighbourhood Centre building ‘just 
around the corner’ in Ellena Street.  
 

Smaller office space - bigger rent! Any 
one who visited the office in Bazaar 
Street would remember how hot the 
room could get in the afternoons. A 
plus for the new office is it is air condi-
tioned – not so good for the environ-
ment . There is need for greater effort to 
be put into the design of new buildings 
to minimise the need for costly energy 
consuming air conditioners. 
 

  WBBCC 

By Pam Soper 
President’s Annual Report 2005/2006 

as presented at the AGM 19 March 2006 
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A major highlight of the year was the 
World Environment Day function.  
 

It was held at Wongi Water Holes to 
raise community awareness of the 
threats to the sanctity of this very sig-
nificant Aboriginal heritage site. Around 
200 people turned up on the day. We 
thank Queensland Rail for sponsoring 
this event. 
 

Lack of funding, as usual, has proved an 
ongoing headache given the many con-
servation issues facing us in the Wide 
Bay Burnett Region.  Treasurer Tony 
has kept a firm eye on expenses, and 
warned in early December, 2005, that 
the financial situation was critical, so 
critical in fact that Roger volunteered to 
take extended time off,  but was pre-
pared to ‘keep the office ticking over’  
until funds became available.    
 

We had received verbal advice that the 
grant would be available in December.  
There appears to have been some hold-
up in the Director-General’s Depart-
ment.  I spoke to the Minister for Envi-
ronment, the Hon. Desley Boyle, at the  
Community Cabinet  meeting in Bunda-
berg on 19th  February,  and also to Di-
rector-General James Purtill.  Paper 
work has now been received from the 
Director-General, and he has assured us 
that we will receive a cheque very soon. 
(we hope it arrives before the AGM!)  
Given that much of our core business 
involves working with both State and 
Commonwealth Governments, respond-
ing to Draft Legislation proposals, and 
to development applications which have 
been referred to the Environmental Pro-
tection and Biodiversity Conservation 

(EPBC) Unit ;  attend Wide Bay 
2020 RPAC meetings; provide a con-
servation representative on govern-
ment bodies such as the current Wide 
Bay Coastal Management Planning 
Group; as well as maintaining our 
role of ‘watchdog’  on local issues 
which have potential impact upon 
biodiversity in the region,  it is essen-
tial that we receive adequate grants to 
carry out this work. 
 

That said, we do appreciate, and 
thank the State Government for the 
2004/05 grant of $16,500 (less GST), 
and the Commonwealth Government 
for the grant of $1800 (a reduction of 
more than 50% on Commonwealth 
grants in previous years).  It is disap-
pointing that governments are now 
handing out large grants to commu-
nity organisations for ‘on ground’ 
activities, yet fail to adequately rec-
ognise the part conservation organi-
sations play in protecting and en-
hancing biodiversity values, and in 
creating community awareness of en-
vironmental issues in the first instant.          
   
2005 did not turn out to be the re-
laxing one I had envisaged!  
 
At the AGM held on 13th March 
2005 all positions were filled except 
for that of President.  I had made it 
known that I would not be nominat-
ing for President as I wanted a com-
plete break.  At the last moment, due 
to a family tragedy, I was not able to 
attend the AGM. To my horror I dis-
covered that no one nominated for 
President on the day.  Subsequently, 

Continued over page 
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at the Management Committee meet-
ing held on May 1st, the Committee 
voted to re-appoint myself as Presi-
dent in accordance with the require-
ments of the Constitution.  
   
Overall it has been a challenging 
year.  I have enjoyed the year, par-
ticularly time spent working with 
Roger (mainly by phone and email), 
and management meetings with 
Committee members.  
 

The success of Non-Government Or-
ganisations (NGOs) can generally be 
judged by the quality and enthusiasm 
of the members of the Management 
(Executive) Committee, and the sup-
port given to the Coordinator. Here, at 
WBBCC, we have been very fortu-
nate with our committees over the 
years, and I thank Tony, Kerryn and 
Ian for their contributions to the ongo-
ing success of WBBCC during the 
past year. Thanks go to Roger for all 
his hard work throughout the year, 
and his generous offer to keep the of-
fice going until we receive the State 
Government Grant. 
 

Finally, thank you to all our mem-
bers, WBBCC is an open and ac-
countable non-government organisa-
tion, we welcome your input, and 
look forward to seeing you at Gen-
eral Meetings during the coming 
year. 
                    

Report  on the AGM 
 19 March 2006 

 

By Pam Soper 
 

There was a good turn-up for the AGM. 
Thanks go to all those members who 
were able to get to the meeting, and gave 
up on their usual favourite Sunday after-
noon form of relaxation. Not to suggest 
that the AGM was not relaxing. There 
were no surprises with the election of of-
ficers, a procedure carried out very capa-
bly by our invited guest speaker Brian 
Stockwell. Pam Soper returned as Presi-
dent, Ian Richards and Carol Bussey 
Vice-Presidents, Tony van Kampen 
Treasurer, and Kerryn Ward Secretary.  
   

Sincere thanks to my fellow executive 
members for all their support and input 
into management of the Conservation 
Council during 2005, and their willing-
ness to continue during 2006. Thanks 
also to Jenny Watts who is to continue as 
Wambaliman editor.  Jenny has done a 
fantastic job in upgrading the presenta-
tion of Wambaliman, and succeeding, 
despite the vagaries of the photocopier, 
in getting it out on time. 
  

It was very pleasing to see old friends 
and new faces at the meeting. Judging by 
the number of animated conversations 
going on before and after the meeting 
there were plenty of hot topics being dis-
cussed. Brian Stockwell gave an excel-
lent overhead presentation, and verbal 
explanation of the Mary River and Tribu-
taries fishways rehabilitation plan, which 
provoked many questions from a very 
attentive audience. 
 

President’s Annual 
Report Continued 
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By Roger Currie 

Well, potentially the mega dam to supply 
Brisbane in the future is going to be at 
Traveston just south of the Matilda truck 
stop on the Bruce Highway, south of 
Gympie. This site was considered in a 
1993 DPI / NRMW report looking into 
future supply for the Sunshine Coast 
and Mary River Catchment (note: not 
Brisbane), as being unsuitable. Here are 
some snippets from page 45 of that re-
port: Mary River - Traveston (AMTD 
206.7km), yield per annum of 296000 meg/yr 
with a capacity of 666 000 megalitres.   Re-
marks: Extensive alluvial floodplain on right 
bank.  Cost for dam updated from 1977 is 
$125 million.  Dam site considered unsuit-
able because of high capital cost, inundation 
of prime agricultural land and displacement 
of local population.  Site is strategically lo-
cated for a weir to regulate flows from the 
upper Mary River catchment and releases 
from Borumba Dam.  Site chosen for poten-
tial weir site. 
 

Senator Bob Brown will be touring/
canoeing at Traveston at 9.00am on 
Sunday 28 May. A fundraiser at the Uni-
versity of Sunshine Coast lecture room 2 
at 2.00pm will follow this when Jo Bragg  
principal solicitor for EDO will be talking 
about the EPBC issues and the dam (if it 
goes ahead).  
 

I have been given information that at this 
stage  the geological test drilling for bed-
rock has not succeeded at 20 metres 
and that the alluvial terraces of the Mary 
River may be 30-40 metres deep. 
 

The State Government is not required to 
refer the project to the EPBC unless 
they believe it may have a ‘significant’ 
impact on ‘matters of national environ-

mental significance’, (referred to as 
MNES).  MNES can include  Lungfish, 
Mary River Cod, Mary River Turtle, 
Giant Barred Frog, Humpback 
whales, Dwarf Minke Whales, South-
ern Right whales, dolphins, dugongs 
and Loggerhead, Green, Hawksbill, 
Leatherback and  Flatback  Turtles, 
all of which are hydro logically con-
nected to the Mary River and listed 
under the EPBC . 
 

I feel it is quite a significant event, 
especially given the current drought 
situation, that there appears an entire 
cross section of stakeholders, from 
agriculture to local government to 
conservation to allied industries that 
can see no merit in the project. There 
is hope because there is a growing 
acceptance in the populace  that 
dams don’t work. 
 

The funding we received from QR 
last year for World Environment Day 
has not been forthcoming this year; 
so it’s a DYOT (do your own thing).  
 

Pam Soper and I are attending a 
meeting on Friday 26 May in Bundaberg 
with Bundaberg Sugar for an update 
on the situation for the Miara proper-
ties. Merike Johnson has been nomi-
nated as a proxy to stand in for me 
on the Regional Consultative Group 
for the Wide Bay Regional Coastal 
Management Planning process. This 
is  because  I am now employed in a 
temporary position as an Environ-
mental Planning Officer (3 days per 
week) with the EPA, Maryborough 
Office and the clear conflict of inter-
est this situation creates. 

Continued page 18 
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During the past year much of my in-
volvement in the Bundaberg Region 
has been working with Bundaberg 
WPSQ, and Bundaberg Urban Land-
care Group to advance protection of 
local biodiversity values. 
 

MAJOR ISSUES include: 
 

Miara – a new National Park for  
Queensland? 
 
Bundaberg Sugar Pty. Ltd.which is 
wholly owned by Belgian Sugar Com-
pany Finasucre, announced in late 
2004 that it intended to sell a parcel of 
its landholdings at Miara, north of 
Bundaberg. The 5355 ha of land of-
fered for sale also includes 3 lease-
hold lots, totalling 1582 ha. With 10 
km of untouched coastline, the proper-
ties are being promoted as an ideal 
location for development of resort and 
tourism related facilities, including ac-
commodation, golf course, eco-related 
tourism (whatever that is supposed to 
mean), cabin parks, beach related fa-
cilities, marina etc. on the coastal sec-
tion, plus residential, commercial and 
shopping precincts for the southern 
section, and farm stay and holiday 
farm experiences for the balance 
area. 
 

Reports accompanying the widely ad-
vertised proposal conveniently play 
down the high biodiversity values con-
tained in the area. Bundaberg WPSQ 
and WBBCC commissioned a report 
on the conservation and biodiversity 
values of the Miara properties, which 
has recently been presented to the 

Minister for Environment, Hon. Desley 
Boyle, and to the Minister for Natural 
Resources, Mines and Water, Hon. 
Henry Palaszczuk.  The report was pre-
pared by Roger Currie of Regional Eco-
systems Mapping Consultancy (REMC). 
   

Representatives of Bundaberg WPSQ, 
Landcare and WBBCC met with both 
the above Ministers at the Community 
Cabinet meeting in Bundaberg on Sun-
day 19th February. We received a good 
hearing from both Ministers, and are 
hopeful that the State Government will 
seriously consider, and go ahead with 
acquisition of the Miara properties, and 
gazettal as a new National Park for the 
Bundaberg Region. With the fast in-
creasing population in Bundaberg, and 
the coastal Townships and the drive to 
attract more tourists to the region, it is 
essential that this significant area of re-
maining open space, providing an op-
portunity for people to enjoy a 
‘wilderness experience’ within easy ac-
cess of Bundaberg, does receive maxi-
mum protection as part of the National 
Estate 
 

Pasturage Reserve Bargara 
 

After more than a decade of research-
ing, reporting, public consultation, lob-
bying, and generally encouraging Bur-
nett Shire Council to recognise the sig-
nificant coastal landscape and biodiver-
sity values of this 630 ha parcel of land 
adjoining Mon Repos Environmental 
Park, and Turtle Rookery, Bundaberg 
Landcare thought that protection of the 
Pasturage Reserve at Bargara was fi-
nally achievable when Burnett Shire 

By Pam Soper 

Bundaberg  Project Officer Annual Report for 2005/2006 
as presented at the AGM 19 March 2006 
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Council adopted a Management Plan 
for the area in 2003. Two years later 
the Council had made no move to im-
plement the plan, in fact they an-
nounced that they would lease this 
public land to a private individual be-
cause the community had shown no 
interest in rehabilitation of the area  - 
completely ignoring that Council had 
been signatories to two grant applica-
tions, which had subsequently been 
approved for progressing rehabilitation 
of the Reserve. 
 

Following questions I put to a Council-
lor, and questions I asked during Coun-
cil’s public question time slot (Oct. 05), 
in December 2005 Council called for 
expressions of interest from persons 
interested in being on a Steering Com-
mittee. It is expected that members of 
the committee will be announced in 
early March. 
 

Wide Bay 2020  Regional Planning 
and Advisory Committee (RPAC) 
 

I have continued to attend meetings 
whenever possible. As a general rule if 
meetings are at Maryborough, Hervey 
Bay or Gympie, Roger attends. I attend 
Bundaberg meetings, and other areas 
if Roger is not available.  
 

In September 2005 a decision was 
made to expand the RPAC to include a 
further 12 Local Government areas 
(Inland Burnett).  WBBCC has ex-
pressed its concern that community 
input into the RPAC will be severely 
restricted, if and when, the proposed 
new format comes into operation. We 
actually voted against the proposals at 
meetings as we considered the ex-
panded RPAC would be too unwieldy, 
but being a lone voice for the commu-
nity, we were well and truly out-voted. 
The new format, which allows for the 

11 Inland Shires to be included within 
the RPAC, will see the current four 
general committee meetings per year 
reduced to only two. The Executive 
committee will continue to meet four 
times per year, and that is where all 
the decisions will be made. 
 

The Executive Committee will com-
prise of  5 Local Government repre-
sentatives, 3 State Government, 1 
Federal Government, and 5 Commu-
nity Sector representatives.   The 
Community Sector representatives 
will comprise 2 Economic reps  (1 for 
coastal, 1 for Inland), 1 Social, 1 
Natural Resources and Environment, 
and 1 Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Representative. These 
‘community sector’ representatives 
are likely to be drawn from the Public 
Service sector, or quasi Government 
organisations,  rather than  from ‘grass 
roots’  community organisations. 
    

WBBCC will retain representation on 
the general committee, but interest-
ingly the Conservation sector is 
unlikely to be elected to the Execu-
tive Committee as somewhere along 
the line five Principal Regional Net-
works have been identified, listing 
Key Facilitators for those networks. 
The words Conservation and Envi-
ronment have disappeared, replaced 
by Natural Resources, the facilitator 
for this sector is said to be the Bur-
nett Mary Regional Group, who will 
be required to network with WBBCC, 
and keep us informed. Effectively 
there will be no independent voice for 
the environment on the RPAC. Deci-
sions will be made and adopted at 
the Executive Committee level, and 
presented fait accompli at the two 
general committee meetings per year. 

Continued  page 13 
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These notes were submitted by  WPSQ Fraser Coast Branch 

Seagrass and Dugong 
Monitoring 
In October, the seagrass was re-
ported to be 30 cm high at Urangan. 
But there was none recorded for 
this site in February or on ANZAC 
Day this year. If the "super liner" 
port development goes ahead, one 
of the monitoring sites will be cov-
ered. All sites had little seagrass in 
February. Monitors have noticed 
that the sites are much less muddy 
and a lot more sandy.  We have  
now commenced water quality 
monitoring. 
  

Lower Mary River 
Landcare 
•We participated in Clean Up Aus-
tralia Day with Rotary. They col-
lected rubbish and we did weeding 
at Middle Bluff Lighthouse on 
Woody Island between the gas 
shed and North Beach. 
•Water Quality Field Day on April 
10 was well attended. 
•Junior Landcare to help Sam Key 
working with "at risk" kids at Tor-
quay State School - propagating na-
tive plants and growing vegetables. 
•We are supporting Hervey Bay 
High School in their Greenhouse 
Project. 

Hervey Bay City Council 
•Greenscorp are weeding, plant-
ing and preparing interpretive ma-
terials (brochure) at Arkarra Wet-
lands. 
•A new volunteer group started at 
Paraweena Park, Pt. Vernon. 
•Hervey Bay Propagators going 
gangbusters with 20 members. 
•Green Reserves Program - a 
work for the dole program run by 
Conservation Volunteers Australia. 
•Flying fox artificial roost competi-
tion for primary schools generated 
some good entries. 
•April 24, koala survey on some 
private land with WPSQ. 

•Mungomery Rainforest featured 
on "Totally Wild" 

•Environmental Educators running 
ecotours on May 13, 2006. 

Around the Coast 

STOP PRESS 
The Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ 
would like to acknowledge  re-
ceiving  $4400 from the Gaming 
Community Benefit Fund  which 
will allow them to purchase a lap-
top, projector and screen. 



11 

By Carol Bussey, Secretary 

•2006 has begun busily but quietly for the branch.  Paul Sterling of Bund-
aberg WPSQ kindly represented us on the Great Sandy Marine Park 
Working Group.  
•On Clean Up Australia Day, we worked in the Tooan Tooan Creek area.   
•We rallied interested parties against fish cage farming in Hervey Bay (an 
issue which seems to have gone away.) 
•As has the magnificent Crow's Ash on Boat Harbour Drive.  
•We had two meetings with open space consultants for the region. 
•In March, an Open Garden Day was held at John Eggleston's 2 ha prop-
erty as a fund raiser and for public enlightenment. John estimates 500 
people attended and feels there is a great desire in the community for 
more knowledge.  Pictured below are Hervey Bay City Councillor, Sue 
Brooks and local conservation identity Alan Peebles enjoying the day. 
•Amanda Weeks prepared a great display for Yag'ubi but as always little 
interest from the public. 
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I have recently moved to 
Hervey Bay and from the 
first evening on I have been 
privileged to witness a won-
drous natural phenomenon, 
the silent flight of bats at dusk. 
  

The Hervey Bay colony is located in a 
small wooded area, near the mouth 
of an urban creek (Tooan Tooan 
Creek). The Black Flying-foxes are 
permanent residents but the colony 
expands for a few weeks each year 
with the temporary visit of the mi-
grating Little Reds and the Grey-
headed Flying-foxes. 
  

My first memorable experience of 
seeing thousands of bats flying di-
rectly over my house coincided with 
the occurrence of the enlarged colony 
due to the addition of the migrating 
bats. However, it seems not every-
body in Hervey Bay shares my fasci-
nation with these nocturnal, up-side-
down, tribal, flying mammals. A hate 
campaign is being waged against 
these animals. Day after day letters 
and articles in the local newspaper 
and TV describe the bats as smelly, 
disease carrying vermin, which must 
be removed. Even though the migrat-
ing groups have now gone and the 
colony is small again, the “get-rid-of-
the-bats” campaign goes on. The bats 
of Tooan Tooan Creek have been 
blamed for everything from fish kills 
to hindering tourism. 
 

Due to myth and ignorance, highly 

emotive antipathy towards bats is com-
mon in the community. 

Myth – relates to our perception of 
bats as frightening creatures of the 
night, as ‘vampire bats’ associated with 
Dracula. Australian flying foxes were 
described as “winged devils” in 1770 by 
one of Captain Cook’s officers (Eby & 
Lunney, 2002).      
Ignorance – many people are not 
aware of the role flying foxes play in 
the ecosystem. The Hervey Bay flying 
foxes serve a vital pollinating function 
in the ecology of Fraser Island. And 
contrary to claims, they don’t defecate 
while in flight (they do it close to the 
roost and feeding sites).  
Strong public feeling against bats, 

Members have their say……  “Bats at Dusk” 
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which influences politicians, puts pres-
sure on management agencies, such as 
Shire Councils and Parks and Wildlife 
Services, to do something quickly to ap-
pease the community. Top marks there-
fore to Hervey Bay Council, together 
with the Queensland Parks and Wildlife 
Service, for their efforts to continue to 
protect the colony. Unfortunately very 
little funding is available for research 
into the behaviour of bats, which would 
help in formulating effective manage-
ment actions. 
  

While the Commonwealth and New 
South Wales have listed the Grey-
headed Flying- fox as ‘vulnerable’ under 
their respective Conservation Acts, it 
appears that Queensland has yet to 
make a decision under its Queensland 
Nature Conservation Act.  
  

It is nearly dusk and I am look-
ing forward to once again en-
joying this marvellous event in 
the evening sky. I am taking 
notes of course and many ques-
tions have already arisen, for 
example, why are the bats fly-
ing according to our clock in-
stead of the cycle of the sun? 
 

Merike Johnson 
Hervey Bay 
 

Reference-  
Eby.P. and D.Lunney. (2002). Managing the Grey-
headed Flying-fox Petreopus poliocephalus  as a 
threatened species: a context for the debate. 
In: Managing the Grey-headed Flying-fox as a 
Threatened Species in NSW. 
Ed: Peggy Eby and Daniel Lunney. 
Pub. Royal Zoological Society of NSW Sept. 2002 
 

Bundaberg Annual Report 
continued from  page 9 

All indications are that the status quo 
will continue with economic return in 
the short term receiving priority, the 
economy and “community benefit” will 
continue to drive the decision making 
process.  Protection of the natural en-
vironment will receive lip service, but 
economic drivers will continue to put 
greed before need, and continue to 
ignore the long-term costs to the com-
munity when ecological systems are 
destroyed. 
 
WBBCC was involved in the original 
consultation planning process for the 
Regional Growth Management 
Framework adopted in 1998. Cur-
rently a Draft Wide Bay Burnett Re-
gional Plan 2006 – 2026 is being con-
sidered. It is expected to be available 
for public comment later this year, I 
would encourage members to care-
fully check out the document at that 
time.                                           

Apology 
A sincere apology to Mr Eric Zillman. 
Mr Zillman sent three delightful arti-
cles for Wambaliman in April last year 
but unfortunately the emails never 
got to this editor.  This has now been 
remedied and the articles will be 
printed over the next few issues. 
Read about Dunmall’s Snake Bite, 
next page , a tale that Mr Zillman  
has finally recorded after 40 years! 
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Driving home one hot night in November 
1964 (the time  just after 10pm)  a small, 
blackish snake was just making its way 
across the road. The snake was clearly 
seen in the car headlights.  Armed with 
my Big Jim spotlight, I collected the 
snake for further observation. Safely in 
a calico bag, I took it home. 
 

The next day was hot and windy.  I 
started to examine my new reptile, its 
total length 25 ¼ inches (64cm), black-
ish with whitish belly.  I then did a ven-
tral or belly scale count, allowing the 
snake to slowly wind its way around my 
left hand and through my fingers.  
 

It was during this procedure it de-
cided it had had enough. The snake 
had crawled its way between my ring 
and middle finger, then hooking in its 
left fang followed by a good hearty 
penetration with both fangs, it hung 
on having a good old chew.  
 

I removed it from my hand and contin-
ued to do a scale count. My conclusion 
suggested it was a new species of  
Glyphodon. The snake bite occurred at 
4pm. I decided to record the symptoms 
of this not so big snake. By 9pm the tin-
gling in my hand increased followed by 
severe chest pain. My eyes were affected 
and hearing blunted. The severe chest 
pain affected breathing also. By early 
next morning the chest pain had sub-
sided to about a quarter of its intensity. 
Around 6:30am I eventually got out of 
bed to find my locomotion severely 
blunted. I moved with great difficulty, the 
effort seemed as though straining 
against a strong force. My movement to 
say the least was mechanical. The bite 

effect lasted 29 hours before I became 
more normalised.  After about a week I 
was O.K.   
 

The lingering affect to my bitten left 
hand middle finger resulted in complete 
numbness for 12 months and a dry 
surface patch existed on the back of 
my hand throughout that time. Suffice 
to say I could have sliced my middle 
finger like a cucumber and not feel it.  
 

Sometime later I gave the snake to a 
friend of mine, the late Bob Hum-
phreys, Herpetologist of Bundaberg, to 
check what he thought about this 
snake’s identity. He agreed it was cer-
tainly a Glyphodon sp. as yet not 
named. He forwarded the snake to Eric 
Worrell’s reptile park in NSW. Worrell 
named the snake “Dunmall’s Snake” after 
Mr Bill Dunmall. Mr Dunmall and also Mr 
Hec Mellor had collected small specimens 
of this snake some years before.   
 

The snake I caught on River Road 
Lallewoon near Wallaville was the 
first live specimen of this new Gly-
phodon species. 
 

Venom tests at Worrell’s Reptile Park 
suggested it to be a dangerously venom-
ous snake to anyone receiving a full bite. 
Speaking to Eric Worrell about this 
new Glyphodon in 1967 and the bite I 
left untreated by this snake, he said 
“You’re a lucky man to be alive – 
venom tests proved it to be very potent 
indeed.”  Now over 40 years have 
passed since November 1964 and 
Dunmall’s Snake has a new scientific 
name Furina dunmalli. I think the old 
name remains strongest in my thinking 
to this day.            E E Zillmann April 2005 

Dunmall’ s  Snake Bite 
BY ERIC ZILLMAN 
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Introduction: 
Neighbours, Visitors and Special Guests, especially Butchella Elder, Joyce Smith 
who is here today and also descendants of Olga Miller. Today is a celebration of 
the vision of the various individuals;  people who have attempted to preserve 
their dreams against difficult odds. And it is also a celebration of community 
spirit and the robust debate that strong community spirit generates. 
 

Arkarra Lagoons may seem insignificant in the grand scheme of things , but it 
has now become an important icon for the Dundowran area. Today I have been 
asked to share some of this local Dundowran history with you. 
 

Aboriginal History: 
Of first importance is our Aboriginal history, and I especially thank the Butchella 
people here today for their “Welcome to Country”. 
 

The name “Arkarra” was kindly given to the Lagoons by Aboriginal identity 
Olga Miller, who (as those who know her will verify) was always willing to offer 
a story or special insight that could help people appreciate indigenous cultural 
perspectives. The name “Arkarra” that Olga gave means “place of many ducks” 
and it is certainly an apt description for this spot. 
 

It is known that Aboriginal people frequented the area between O’Reagan’s  Creek 
and Eli Creek on a seasonal basis. Middens along Dundowran Beach, and artefacts 
ploughed up in paddocks during the early days of white settlement verify this. 
 

The Bromiley Brothers during the days of their sawmill found a tree with toma-
hawk marks up the trunk made by Aboriginal people to make access to a tree 
hollow easier. We don’t know whether it was bush honey, possum or bird’s eggs 
they were after, but it meant the hollow could be routinely raided. The Bromileys 

The following is a transcript of the speech given by Erica Neate at the 
opening of the Arkarra Lagoons in Dundowran, Hervey Bay on Saturday 
3 December 2005. The opening  was featured in our last Wambaliman. 
Since then we have been given the opportunity to share Erica’s speech 
with you. It is reproduced here with Erica’s permission.   

ARKARRA LAGOONS 
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had the foresight to send this tree trunk down to Queensland Museum. 
 

There was a tea-tree swamp line running right along here (to west and to east), 
between the thick vine forests near the beach (to north) and the more open forest 
on the hills (to south). Seasonal flooding of the tea-tree swamp line used to be 
over one metre deep and provided delicious meals of Pelican, Black Swan, duck 
and Swamphen. Brush Turkey, both meat and eggs, and smaller birds such as 
Friarbird, Common Bronzewing, Galah and Rosella were all tasty morsels. In the 
more permanent waterholes, fresh-
water tortoise, fish, eel, water rat 
plus goanna, snake, bandicoot, 
pademelon and possum nearby. 
 

Furthermore the distinctive plants 
growing in the Arkarra Lagoons 
wetland provided an ongoing 
source of food, medicine and other 
needed supplies. Bracken fern, or-
chids, wild passion vine and pa-
perbark leaves provided useful 
herbal medicines. English names 
such as Blueberry Ash, Creek 
Cherry, Cabbage Palm, Peanut 
Tree, Tuckaroo, Fig and Currant 
Bush conjure up a wonderful 
range of flavours. Although woe-
betide any one who tried to eat a 
Burdekin Plum before it was ripe! 
 

And overhead, reminders of one’s connection to the Spirit Creators were also 
evident in the Wedge-tailed Eagle soaring above. We still see them today. 
 

But the arrival of the timber getters and farmers decimated the bush and the food 
supply for Aboriginal people. And they were terrified of the farm dogs.  Stories 
are told of their final days of freedom, when they would come to farmhouses in 
desperation begging,  “Poor bugger me. No food. No food.” And they would do a 
little dance in exchange for any kindness shown to them. 
 

By this time the Government had established the mission system and attempted 
to round up the remaining Aboriginal people and send them to places such as 
Cherbourg. 
 

But a vision of freedom inspired some individual Butchella people, whose ex-
ploits in escaping detection are still talked about today. In fact local pioneer 

Butchella Elder, Joyce Smith  and Erica Neate (right) 
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families helped hide them on their farms, moving from one safe place to another 
if the police got too close for comfort. 
 

Though I guess revenge is sweet in a way as the new white arrivals discovered 
the excruciating pain of Burney Burney Vine plus other joys such as scrub itch, 
ticks and leeches. 
 

Environmental Impacts: 
But how this swamp (identified in 1880 by surveyor Leo) has managed to sur-
vive until today is incredible in itself.  
First, pioneer, Lars Jacobsen bought the block of land it was on, followed in the 
1930s by the Stocks family. Agricultural  development throughout the area re-
sulted in raised soil salinity problems. Escaped sugar cane fires caused annual 
bushfires. The eerie call of the Bush Stone-Curlew became a rarity. Swamp Wal-
laby was heavily targeted by local shooters. This has resulted in a marked decline 
in their population density in favour of Eastern Grey Kangaroo increases. During 
the 1930s,’40s, and ‘50s, shooting parties would visit from Maryborough taking 
Black Duck and Teal Duck.  
 

Lantana arrived: so thick it climbed to the top of the tallest trees. Only the intro-
duction of the lantana bug has reduced it to a manageable size it is today. Cotton 
Bush was introduced, and following in its path, the  Wanderer Butterfly  all the 
way from America. The Ink Berry arrived and soon became a favourite food of 
children of all ages, black and white. 
 

The Cane Toad was introduced  - as ugly a critter as you can imagine. And the 
Blue-flowered Waterlily also arrived - as pretty as any flower there is. 
 

In the 1960s sand was extracted to be used as bedding sand for laying Hervey 
Bay’s water mains and sewerage lines. This created several deep ponds of per-
manent water, some of which you see today. As a result, the size and diversity of 
the resident (permanent) waterbird population increased. 
 

Then in the 1980s, the idiot-factor prevailed for a time with episodes of heavy 
indiscriminate shooting by locals severely reducing waterbird population density 
(For example, the Swamp Hen population of several hundred was reduced to less 
than fifty). Finally, during the 1990s, trail bike riding around the pond perimeters 
occurred regularly on weekends, once again disturbing the wildlife community. 
 

Recent Changes: 
Since subdivisional work began in 1989, the property owners have been respon-
sive to requests to preserve this waterbird habitat as a valuable community asset. 
Again we are talking about the vision of individuals. In this case the vision of 
Bill Brennan and Bill Stocks laid the foundation. Myself and aboriginal bush tucker 
expert Noel Butler undertook the environmental surveys necessary to prove that this was  
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indeed a valuable asset. Eventually Hervey Bay Council did accept half of the wetlands 
area as public open space. 
 
In the subsequent years, the natural tensions between environmentalists, the property 
market, and the council have evolved over time through vigorous debate and lobbying  
on all sides, until today, when the other half of the wetlands have now been acquired and 
officially opened.  
 

But special mention must also go to the vision of the Birdwatchers Group. They not only 
came here regularly to enjoy the wildlife for their own personal pleasure, but they had 
the foresight to routinely publish the results in the local newspaper , thus steadily im-
printing the importance of Arkarra Lagoons on the mind of readers throughout Hervey 
Bay. 
 
And again, the vision of the Stocks family, in wanting to enhance the experience of visi-
tors with home-made cakes an other delights at the teagardens. That small beginning has 
evolved into the major venue we see today run by Lloyd and Pat. 
 
So, in conclusion, let me say that the days when Dundowran was seen as being ‘the end 
of the earth’ where dingoes stalked your every move along the sandtracks, has now be-
come a wonderful new opportunity: for the community to celebrate how far it has come, 
whilst preserving those things it values most. 
 

And in the future, I can see sculpture exhibitions here, art displays, poetry com-
petitions, and ... like our lizard friend here today...fancy dress events for the chil-
dren. These will ensure Arkarra Lagoons continues evolving and remains an on-
going focus for our community spirit. 
                                                            Thankyou 

Coordinator's Report continued from page 7 
 
Compare these costs for alternatives to Traveston: 

Supply Option Capital Cost Cost per ML 

Recycling  
140 000 ML   

$ 154 million 
(cost of plant) 

$1.1 million/ML 

Desalination  
140 000 ML (Tugun)  

$ 630 million 
(cost of plant) 

$4.5 million/ML 

Rainwater Tanks 
140 000 ML 

$ 1 675 million 
(cost of 700 000 tanks) 

$11.8 million/ML 

Dam at Traveston 
140 000 ML (yield) 

$1 300 million 
(rough estimate of 
cost of dam and land) 

$9.15 million/ML 
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        BACKYARDS AND BIODIVERSITY  

9:30 AM-4 PM, Sunday, June 25, 2006 
Seagulls Building, 187 Bideford St. (southern end) Torquay  

 
How do we plant a native Queensland garden and encourage 

birds, frogs and other wildlife to our garden? 
  

♦"Creating a Frog Friendly Garden" - Jenny Holdway, Secretary of the 
Queensland Frog Society 

♦"Possums and Gliders in Your Backyard" - Scott Burnett, WPSQ "Wildlife 
Projects Manager" 

♦ "What and how to plant a successful garden on the Fraser Coast" 
 - John Eggleston, Horticulturist of 40 years experience. 
♦Nest box making workshop! Take home your own nest box for only $20 . 
♦And possibly a Mammal ID Workshop (limited numbers) 
. 

Cost: NIL!    
Registration: By June 18, 2006. Essential for catering - lunch provided.  

Book early for nestbox workshop (numbers limited) prepayment necessary. 
Phone: Denise 4128 0442, Carol 4129 5979. 

 
CHANGE FORUM 

8:30 AM  - 4:30 PM 
JULY 7, 2006 

MARYBOROUGH CITY HALL 
  

Speakers include Toby Hutchins from QCC, Robert Standish-Whyte 
from WPSQ, Prof. Bob Mills, from CQU, Prof. Peter Waterman  & Chris 
Crossland from USC, Margy Milgate from Grocom, David Reiner DNR. 
 
This forum will cover Climate Change from the global perspective, the 
Australian and local perspective, the coastal changes, impact on water re-
sources, agricultural  impacts and more. 
 
Registration  for catering purposes: Darren McPherson 4190 5874 

Two forums you can’t  miss! 
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WBBCC  
MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

 
 

 
I wish to join / renew my membership 
with Wide Bay Burnett Conservation 
Council.  
 
 

Membership:           $____________ 
 
Donation:                 $____________ 
 
TOTAL                    $____________ 
 
 

 
NAME: ………………………………... 
 

 
ADDRESS…………………………….. 
 
……………………………….. ……….. 
 
Phone: . ……………………        
 
Email:……………………… 
 
SIGNED ………………........       
 
Date .........................………....  

Please return to: 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council 

PO Box 694 
MARYBOROUGH Q 4650 

Annual Membership 
Single              $ 15.00 
Family group  $ 20.00 
Associations   $ 30.00 

quarterly newsletter  
“WAMBALIMAN”  

included in membership  

 
 

DATE CLAIMERS 

 
BACKYARDS & BIODIVERSITY 

FORUM  
9:30 AM-4 PM, Sunday, 

June 25, 2006 
Seagulls Building, 187 Bideford St. 

(southern end) Torquay 
 

How do we plant a native 
Queensland garden and en-

courage birds, frogs and other 
wildlife to our garden? 

 
See page 19 for details 

 
 
 

CHANGE FORUM 
 

8:30 AM  - 4:30 PM 
JULY 7, 2006 

MARYBOROUGH CITY 
HALL 

  
Climate Change from the global perspec-
tive, the Australian and local perspective, 
the coastal changes, impact on water re-
sources, agricultural  impacts and more. 
 

See page 19 for details 


