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Correction  
In the last edition of Wambaliman in the 
article We Can Make a Difference on 
page 14, there are two mistakes.  Para-
graph 2: 300 trees were planted not 33. 
Paragraph 3: The QPWS officer was 
Wayne Matthews not Wayne Shearman. 

Bea
in b
the 

WPSQ and WBBCC members 
were well represented in the recent 
Fraser Coast Regional Council's 
Mayoral Environment Awards.  

4 

Opera house and other enclosed 
yabby traps are inadvertently kill-
ing platypuses, as well as other 
native species such as turtles, na-
tive water rats and water birds.  
While legal in Queensland, these 
deadly traps are banned in all pub-
lic waters in Victoria, ACT,  
Tasmania and east of the Newell 
Highway in NSW due to their 
threat they pose to native wildlife. 
Read about Bundaberg 
Branch’s role in this state 
wide WPSQ campaign. 

16 
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It just got a lot easier being green.  My assump-
tion is that now the Greens hold the key to envi-
ronmental outcomes we could have only 
dreamed about. Now we can have an EPBC Act 
1999 that works. Now we can get no take zones 
that mean something. Now we can decapitate 
open cut mining in the Wide Bay Burnett. Now 
we can get the Mary and Burnett rivers some 
real help. The people have spoken, and said, 
“sorry Julia, sorry Tony, we don’t trust you, 
hello Bob, I’m with you mate.” 
 

NEC Colton Coal project  
The EMP has been released and we are currently 
assessing it for its strengths and weaknesses. My 
view is that an approval is unlikely at this stage, 
given the election result. The draft EMP has 
severe gaps in its biodiversity protections. 
DERM will indicate a date for public comment 
when they are satisfied any ‘gaps’ can be filled. 
I would like the members to consider the Coun-
cil becoming a legal objector to the project in 
the Mining Wardens Court. Pam Soper and I 
attended the RPAC meeting at Urangan last 
month, where the Treasurer  Andrew Fraser 
indicated that DEEDI is having ‘difficulties’  
trying to get their ‘Churchill Industrial Precinct 
Project’ approved due to very high biodiversity 
constraints; this project overlaps the Colton 
Mine Project. 
 

Wide Bay Burnett Regional Water Supply 
Strategy  
The draft strategy is currently looking like it 
may be released in the New Year; this will then 
give us the ability to make decisive comments 
on the shape of the plan and its impacts on the 
regions aquatic and terrestrial biodiversity. 
 

Burnett Basin WRP review  
I have been appointed by the Water Resources 
Minister Stephen Robertson, to the Community 
Reference Panel along with Nigel Parratt from 
QCC. We have had two meetings and have been 
given the latest DERM data and reports. If any-
one would like an update, let me know and I 
will prepare a small briefing paper on the key 
issues. This is the ten year review and my per-

ception after talking to key DERM staff is that 
they are keen to get this new plan to a greater 
level of aquatic biodiversity protection, by fo-
cusing on key ecological assets which will lead 
to increased environmental flows. 
 

Regional Plan  
The release of the Draft plan is expected to be 
sometime later this year. There have been 160 
submissions to the plan on where future devel-
opment may occur and the regional mayors of 
the South and North Burnett area are very keen 
to see any new growth pressures directed to 
those areas which would result in less impacts 
on coastal biodiversity values. The Wide Bay 
Burnett coast has some quite severe 
‘biodiversity’ constraints for future growth. 
 

Lungfish court case  
It has been 7 months since the evidence was 
completed and I view this with positive opti-
mism. I believe that if we did not have substan-
tial argument, Justice Logan would have dealt 
with it very quickly, after spending 7 months 
reading the court transcripts, I believe we gave 
the court some solid evidence and argument to 
prove that the defendants were in breach of the 
approval condition 3 under the EPBC Act 1999.  
An adjunct to this is that Larissa Waters is to be 
a senator, looking closely at tightening the Act 
to ensure that community groups can engage in 
legitimate cases under the Act. 
 

Wide Bay and Hinkler  
Congratulations to the returned incumbents and 
commiserations to the other hopefuls. The 
Greens polled well in both seats. The obvious 
swing away from the ALP may have been as a 
result of the ‘no take’ zones in the Marine Pro-
tected Areas Program, if so, it was a futile exer-
cise for the commercial and recreational fishing 
lobby. With the prospect of an ALP and inde-
pendents agreement  in the lower house and a 
green machine in the senate, the very controver-
sial ‘no take zones’ are a forgone conclusion and 
I look forward to working through the process to 
ensure we get federal marine conservation out-
comes for the community.  

WBBCC President’s Comment 
By Roger Currie 
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WPSQ and WBBCC mem-
bers were well represented in 
the recent Fraser Coast Re-
gional Council's Mayoral 
Environment Awards.  
 

WBBCC were awarded ‘The Car-
tridge World Environmentalist of 
the Year’ for their outstanding con-
tribution to conservation in the  re-
gion - the Paradise Dam Lungfish 
Case (WBBCC v Burnett Water). 
WBBCC received a cheque for $500 
to contribute towards conservation. 
President, Roger Currie accepted 
the award on behalf of WBBCC and 
made a short speech regarding the 
case and thanked WBBCC past 
president and current project officer, 
Pam Soper, for her outstanding con-
tributions towards the protection of 
the Burnett River over the last 15 
years!   
(Photo top left: WBBCC’s Emma-Kate 
Currie and Roger Currie with Mayor Mick 
Kruger) 
 
Tiaro Landcare and WBBCC mem-
ber Marilyn Connell was awarded 
‘The Mayor's Choice Award’ for 
her outstanding contribution towards 
the conservation and protection of 
the Mary River Turtle.  
(Photo centre) 
 
WPSQ and WBBCC members Carol 
Bussey and Sara Gersden are  
members of  the community group 
Friends of Cheelií Lagoon who 
were awarded the ‘Hervey Bay 
Community  Bank-Group Environ-
mental Excellence Award’ for the 
Cheelii Lagoon Project.  
(Photo bottom left: Sara Gerdsen and 
Ellen Higgens accept the award on be-
half of the group)  
 
Congratulations to everyone! 
 

Mayoral Environment Awards, 2010 



6 

Hello everyone! There is so much to report 
that I will get straight down to business and 
avoid the usual introduction! 
 

On Friday 4th June 2010 WBBCC was 
awarded ‘Cartridge World Environmentalist 
of the Year’  by the Fraser Coast Regional 
Council for the Paradise Dam Case. During 
the review of the nominations, the following 
comment was made by the judging panel: 
“WBBCC is recognized for the coordinated 
approach and the impact this legal action 
had towards the outcome of the Traveston 
Crossing Dam. It is admirable to see their 
ongoing commitment to the environment of 
the Fraser Coast Region”. WBBCC also 
received a cheque for $500 to contribute 
back to environmental outcomes. The allo-
cation of these funds will be determined at 
the next General Meeting. 
 

The following day WBBCC launched ‘The 
Fraser Coast 1000 Solar Roofs Challenge’ 
in Hervey Bay with FCRC Mayor Mick 
Kruger and Hervey Bay MP Ted Sorensen. 
The television commercial for the challenge 
went to air on Sunday 7th June for 2 weeks 
on WIN sparking an immediate response. 
At the end of June, there had been 11 sales 
so this is a positive start. 
 

On 8th June I was contacted by WIN News 
as there had been reports of coal washed 
up on the Torquay foreshore; assuming it 
had come from the offloading of the Shen 
Neng 1. After investigating what seemed to 
be bucket loads of coal, it turned out to be 
coffee rock that had been dug up by a nearby 
upgrade to storm water pipes. Whoops! 

 

In early August Roger, Dave and I, along 
with members of AADAM (Aldershot and 
District Against Mining) attended a small 
protest against the proposed Colton Coal 
Mine outside Warren Truss’s office in Mary-
borough. The protest, organized by Wide 
Bay Greens Candidate Jim McDonald, was 
targeted at Mr Truss after his recent public 
support for the project that could potentially 
impact on the lower Mary River Catchment 
more significantly than the proposed Trave-
ston Crossing Dam. 
 

In mid August I travelled to Maroochydore 
to film another three commercials for the 
Solar Roofs Challenge. These commercials 
were produced as a three part series of 
educational tips to understand solar and 
how it can benefit your bank account and 
provide action against climate change. The 
commercials can be viewed on our website 
by following this link: http://
wbbcc.wordpress.com/wbbcc-videos/  
These commercials will go to air, along with 
the original commercial, on Sunday 22nd 
August on WIN and run for 12 weeks. 
 

At the end of August WBBCC devised an 
‘Election Score Card’ to quiz the candidates 
of Hinkler and Wide Bay and be able to 
provide the public with a party ranking on 
environmental issues, while remaining apo-
litical. The scores were released on 17th 
August with The Greens ranking highest 
followed by ALP, then LNP. WBBCC didn’t 
receive detailed responses from the inde-
pendent and Family First Candidates in 
Hinkler and was not aware that there were 
additional candidates in Wide Bay. The 
results can be viewed at wbbcc.org.au 
 

At the beginning of the election campaign, I 
was contacted by Scott Lammond, a re-
porter for ABC Wide Bay who presents 
‘Rural News and Information’ and asked if I 
would consider being part of an election 
panel representing the environment. I ac-

From the  WBBCC Coordinator’s Desk  

Welcome New Members 
 

We would like to welcome Catherine Duck, 
Sara Gerdsen, Bronwen Long, Inez Penrose, 
and the Southern Sandy Straits Marine Envi-
ronment Group to the Wide Bay Burnett Con-
servation Council.  
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cepted the invitation and have provided a 
weekly commentary on how the environ-
ment is being represented in the campaign. 
In this role I have remained completely apo-
litical and have given credit when it is due 
and criticism when called for to all major 
parties. The other panelists are Belinda 
Peril representing community from the 
South Burnett and John Cotter, President of 
Agforce QLD, representing the land. Much 
to all of our surprise, all three of us have 
agreed on many topics to date. 
 

On 21st August WBBCC received informa-
tion that Peter Garrett would be attending 
an awards ceremony on the Sunshine 
Coast on 23rd. I contacted the Ministers 
office and made a formal request for a 
meeting with the Minister, and we were 
successful. Roger and I met with the Minis-
ter for 30 minutes at a local surf club and 
alerted him to the potential EPBC issues 
related to the proposed Colton Coal Mine. 
The minister was alarmed to see just how 
close the boundary of the mine site will be 
to the RAMSAR boundary at Susan River, 
should it be approved. The Department of 
Environment Heritage and the Arts is meet-
ing with NEC in the near future to discuss 
referral of the project under the EPBC Act. 
Roger and I took the time to personally 
thank the Minister for his decision neither to 
approve Traveston Dam nor to change the 
approval conditions for Paradise Dam under 
the EPBC Act. The Minister was presented 
with a WBBCC polo shirt as a gift on behalf 
of all the members. 
 

In late July the Queensland Government 
and Office of Clean Energy announced a 
Solar Farm for Hervey Bay. This is a very 
positive move although WBBCC has some 
reservations regarding the allocation of 
grant monies to a corporate entity such as 
Wide Bay Water Corporation and does not 
feel that the community stands to gain the 
maximum benefit if the grant is allocated in 
this way. WBBCC also has concerns that 
the Queensland Government is providing 
$4M in funding to a company who may be 
in breach of the Water Act 2000 and the 
(former) Hervey Bay City Council Integrated 

Planning Act 1997 and would like to see 
these issues rectified before the grant is 
allocated. WBBCC has written to the Pre-
mier regarding this matter. 
 

In early August The Queensland Govern-
ment appointed Mr Graeme Newton as the 
States new Coordinator General and the 
Director General of Infrastructure and Plan-
ning. Mr Newton is the man who co-
authored both of the Environmental Impact 
Statements for Paradise Dam and the pro-
posed Traveston Dam. Mr Newton, during 
the hearing into the Paradise Dam Legal 
Case, tried to argue that he did not com-
pletely understand how the Precautionary 
Principle (under section 11 Water Act 2000) 
applied to the design and construction of 
the fishway at Paradise Dam. This omission 
during the legal case, coupled with Mr New-
ton’s recent appointment as Coordinator 
General, has set off alarm bells throughout 
the conservation sector. If the Coordinator 
General, whose role is to assess the poten-
tial environmental impacts from state signifi-
cant projects does not completely under-
stand how to apply the Precautionary Prin-
ciple, then it suggests that he may not be 
the appropriate person for the job. 
 

On Sunday 15th  August WBBCC held a 
‘Walk against Warming’ in Scarness to be in 
line with other conservation groups walking 
for warming across Australia. It was a lovely 
day and around 40 people, including mem-
bers from WBBCC, WPSQ, The Greens 
and TTHB, enjoyed the walk and a free 
sausage sizzle provided by WBBCC. 
Greens Candidate for Hinkler, Jenny Fitz-
gibbon, entertained us with a couple of 
songs raising awareness on genetically 
modified foods and encouraging people to 
‘join the Greens’. It was a refreshing change 
from the usual style of campaigning.  
 

To date, there has been no ruling on the 
Paradise Dam case. Hopefully this is a 
good sign and it is showing that the Judge 
is meticulously assessing all the information. 
 

Until next time, remember, every bit counts! 

Emma-Kate Currie, August 2010 
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 Official launch of the WBBCC's community solar initiative  
 

The Fraser Coast 1000 Solar Roofs Challenge 

 
WBBCC has partnered with Ingenero, an Australian renewable energy company, to de-
liver 1000 Grid-connect solar installations across the Fraser Coast by 30 June 2011. 
WBBCC has been inspired by the Sunshine Coast Environment Council who have a simi-
lar partnership with Ingenero and have already exceeded 1000 connections. 
 
About 30 people attended the official launch on World Environment Day, Saturday 5th 
June at the Hervey Bay Boat Club. In attendance were Butchella elder Marie Wilkinson, 
Local MP Ted Sorensen, FCRC Mayor Mick Kruger, Greens candidate for Hinkler Adrian 
Wone and Greens candidate for Wide Bay, Dr  Jim Mcdonald, Keith Miller from Ingenero, 
members of WBBCC, Mangrove Watch, WPSQ and members of the public. 
 
Speakers included Roger Currie, Dr Tim Thornton and Keith Miller. The afternoon was 
ably organised and emceed by Emma-Kate Currie. 
 
Keith was clear in his advice that local trades people would be employed in the installation. 
He also talked about the role of the Maleny Credit Union in providing finance so there are 
no upfront costs, and the low cost due to government rebates available. Best of all, Ingen-
ero organize everything for you – so it is hassle free and comes with a 10 year warranty . 
For each installation sold through WBBCC the organisation gets a small cash bonus. 
  
WBBCC's vision is for the Fraser Coast to become QLD's most sustainable region. If this 
initial challenge is successful, WBBCC plans to expand the challenge across the entire 
Wide Bay Burnett Region. And why not have this vision! 
 
1000 new solar installations across the Fraser Coast will reduce a minimum of 4400 ton-
nes of carbon emissions produced from QLD power stations, save the individual $100's 
per year on electricity costs, export thousands of kilowatt hours of renewable energy to 
the grid, create additional 'green collar jobs' and inject almost $1 Million into the local 
economy via the installers. 
 
For more information on the initiative, please follow this link: http://wbbcc.wordpress.com/
solar-savers-initiative/ and click on the 'Solar Savers Initiative' Banner.  
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At the solar initiative launch—  
clockwise from left, Butchella Elder Marie Wilkinson, WBBCC Vice President David Arthur, 
Denise Currie, local MP Ted Sorensen, WBBCC President Roger Currie, FCRC Mayor Mick 
Kruger, WBBCC Coordinator Emma-Kate Currie and Ingenero’s representative Keith Miller. 

Never ones to miss an opportunity, WBBCC’s Roger Currie and Emma-Kate Currie travelled to 
the Sunshine Coast and had a 30 minute audience with The Hon  Peter Garrett, AM, MP—Minister 
for  Environment Protection, Heritage and the Arts. They then presented him with a WBBCC shirt. 
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FC WPSQ PRESIDENT’S Report 
BY Audrey Sorensen 

Members continue working with Govern-
ment, Local Authority and Community 
groups in 
1. rehabilitating wetlands 
2. schools' education programs 
3. protesting against Traveston Dam and 
the presence of the Chinese coal-carrier, 
also proposed coal mining in the area 
4. displays at public events and festivals 
including Flying Fox Awareness, National 
Tree-planting Day, World Environment 
Day, Whale Festival, Threatened Species 
and World Wetlands Days. Thank you to 
all who assisted. 
 

Members contribute to public forums on 
planning and policy making with Fraser 
Coast Regional Council on issues of con-
cern, e.g. coastal management, develop-
ment of emerging communities, monitoring 
flying foxes, use of Environment Levy, 
illegal tree-clearing and Coral Watch.     
 

During the year, three schools have partici-
pated in Education Programs----St James's 
College, St Helen's State School and Ti-
nana State School. St James's College have 
taken up group membership and have given 
us the use of their new Library for meetings 
and workshops. 
     

We've tried to provide a variety of activities 
and guest speakers at our monthly meet-
ings, including spot-lighting, over-night 
campouts and bush picnics. 
 

Several members travelled to Marlborough 
to attend the Central Branches Get-together 
which was hosted very capably by Capri-

cornia Branch where we camped at Buk-
kula. We were fascinated to visit the recov-
ery property for the bridle nail-tailed wal-
laby and learnt about the relocation to St 
George of the northern hairy-nosed wombat 
via satellite link-up. Sincere thanks to those 
involved--- your effort is appreciated. 
 

A huge job has been the management of the 
Coral Watch Project involving local snor-
kellers and personnel from  government 
and universities departments. I attended the 
two-day Reef Resilience Workshop and 
was thrilled to meet so many young people 
who are passionate and positive about their 
chosen field of work and study. Our Project 
Officer did a superb job despite serious 
difficulties and misunderstandings. 
 

It has been a difficult and stressful year 
with several members resigning for various 
reasons. THANK YOU TO THOSE 
WHOSE SUPPORT HAS KEPT US GO-
ING. The issues concerning the preserva-
tion of bio-diversity within our region con-
tinue to multiply and our load falls on a 
decreasing number of willing workers as 
illness and family responsibilities take their 
toll, but the year has had some positive 
outcomes. We value the support from 
WPSQ executive members ---the branches 
need you. 
 

Personally, I wish all members, past and 
present, good health and happiness and 
may the wonder of the wild leave footprints 
on your heart.  

Audrey Sorensen , August 2010 

Due to the forthcoming FC WPSQ AGM in  
September - this is an annual report. 
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Tiaro Landcare president and 
WBBCC member,  Marilyn 
Connell, spoke to FCWPSQ 
members at their July meet-
ing. She described how the 
work done by Tiaro Landcare 
to conserve the Mary River 
Turtle had grabbed the atten-
tion of the world's turtle con-
servation  community. Marilyn was invited to the USA to attend the Symposium on Con-
servation & Biology of Tortoises & Freshwater Turtles in St Louis, Missouri to present a 
paper on Tiaro Landcare’s Mary River turtle project. She has recently been awarded a 
Winston Churchill Scholarship which will enable her to travel overseas and investigate 
Community based turtle projects in Malaysia (Turtle Conservation Centre, Terengganu 
and Turtle Conservation Project, Sri Lanka) and undertake a Field course on river turtle 
conservation, management and research in Brazil. Another member of Tiaro Landcare, 
Deb Brischke, will accompany Marilyn. Their trip starts on the 2 September. Follow 
their blogs and photos on the Tiaro Landcare website or go to www.maryriverturtle.com 

 

Apology to Joan Coutts 
 

In the last edition of Wambaliman in the article We Can Make a Difference on page 14, 
the author, Carol Bussey states in the third paragraph “Not much was going on with HB 
WPSQ in early 2002 ….”  Wambaliman believes that the author did not intend to mis-
represent the activities or leadership of the group and made her statement in reference to 
the planting activity (the focus of the article), at a particular point in time. Joan Coutts, 
despite personal health issues and having lost her husband only a couple of years earlier, 
was ably leading the (HB, now FC) branch at that time. 
 

Wambaliman wishes to apologise for the apparent misunderstanding that may have been 
caused by publishing the article.  As testimony to the work that Joan Coutts has done for 
WPSQ she has been awarded Life Membership. Wambaliman interviewed Joan for its 
Volunteer Profile and the article was published in the Autumn 2008 edition. This article 
further chronicles Joan’s contributions to the environmental movement. 
 

As far as the article, We can Make a Difference goes, its message is clear – we can make 
a difference – and I’m sure those turtles and other wildlife have benefited. It is also now 
a very attractive and well used people area.  
 

The Editor, Wambaliman 

Champion of the 
Mary River Turtle 

P
ic: John W

ilson S
ource: The C

ourier-M
ail 
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Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ activities  
World Environment Day Celebration 
About 40 people, which included  ten chil-
dren, attended  this event at the Fay Smith 
Wetlands, Maryborough. 
See article and photos page 14, 15  
National Tree Planting Day 
Members attended the Howard and Mary-
borough venues. Our branch provided the 
sausage sizzle at Howard. All told 1000 
plants were put in at Howard, Fay Smith 
Reserve and River Heads. Let’s hope they 
all grow. 
Whale Festival 
Two stalls operated for this event – a Coral 
Bleach Watch display and an information 
stall with childrens activities. Thanks to all 
members who helped on the day. 
Walk Against Warming 
This event was organised by WBBCC and 
members (and their dogs) joined in the walk 
along the Esplanade to raise awareness 
about the need for urgent action against 
global warming. It was great to see the 

props from past Whale Festivals floats re-
used for this event. It is always good to 
make contact with like minded people over 
a tasty sausage sizzle. 
Speakers for our monthly meetings 
John Parsons spoke at our June meeting. 

He showed members how they could turn 
waste cooking and sump oil into a product 
suitable for composting. 
The July meeting was held in Marybor-

ough. Marilyn Connell spoke about the 
Mary River Turtle. Thanks to Peter and 
Jenny for sharing their home with us. We all 
enjoyed exploring your delightful backyard 
of native vegetation. 
At our August meeting Carol shared her 

recent adventures on Fraser Island com-
pleting one of Queensland’s Great Walks. 
We were all impressed wit the slide show 
she presented and the ingenious way she 
had arranged the contents of her back pack 
for maximum convenience and minimum 
weight.    Submitted by Sara Gerdsen 

At least 7 members of FCWPSQ walked against warming on August 15 at Hervey 
Bay.  WPSQ members from Bundaberg also attended.  The photo shows 6 walkers plus 
Wall the Warming World. Wally is being recycled (in keeping with the theme of sustain-
ability) as his original use was on a FCWPSQ Whale Festival Float in 2008. 
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New FCWPSQ member, Glenda Pitman, at the Hervey Bay Whale Festival on August 7 
with some colourful posters. The posters were donated by Speedline Art of Western Aus-
tralia for fundraising to help wildlife. Ben Gerdsen also donated a framed lino print to to be 
raffled. Ten FCWPSQ members helped on the day. There was much more public interest 
than in previous festivals. 

Les Idiens and Sara 
Gerdsen weilding the 
tongs for the sausage 
sizzle on National Tree 
Day at Maria Creek,  
Howard. Members of 
FCWPSQ, Friends of the 
Burrum River and com-
munity members worked 
hard to plant 180 native 
plants to combat erosion 
of the creek bank. Fraser 
Coast Regional Council 
organised the planting 
and offered a donation to  
FCWPSQ to organise the 
sausage sizzle. 

Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ activities  
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World Environment Day- Fay Smith Wetlands 

To recognise World Environment Day a tree planting activity happened at the Fay Smith 
Wetlands, Maryborough  on Sunday, June 6, 2010. 
 

The hosts of the day were the Lower Mary River Catchment and Landcare Group and the 
Fraser Coast Branch of the Wildlife Preservation Society. 
 

Just three years ago, Landcare, the Wildlife Society and the old Maryborough City Council 
came together to begin rehabilitating the Fay Smith Reserve.  Landcare and wildlife vol-
unteers have been going out each month to weed and put in native plants. The reserve is 
named after the late Fay Smith, a passionate environmentalist.  
 

Before the day, Fraser Coast Regional Council slashed and mulched the site in prepara-
tion for planting. Council also provided the plants that the volunteers put in. The day was 
promoted on the radio by Richard Joll, secretary of the Landcare group, and in the local 
press.  
 

Over 40 volunteers including the Maryborough West Scout Group came on the day to 
help. Tea, and coffee  were provided to volunteers as they arrived. Cr. Debbie Hawes 
attended on behalf of the FCRC and presented the Scouts and Cubs with certificates as a 
record of their achievement. 
 

Council botanist, Tony van Kampen, spoke to the group and described the local tree spe-
cies that occur on the reserve and explained why scientific names are more useful than 
common names.  
 

After their hard work, volunteers were treated to a sausage sizzle and cold drink. 
Anyone wishing to help at the reserve will be made very welcome and can contact  
Richard Joll in the evening on 4123 0667. 

Above left: Wildlife members, Carol and Tony Bussey sizzling the sausages and onions. 
Above right: Richard Joll (on left) and Wayne Matthews (on right), both of Landcare and 
Audrey Sorensen, President of the FC WPSQ, filling buckets to water plants. 
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Clockwise from above: Hive of activity - volunteers at work planting; Jo Douglass and 
Mitch Beattie planting; Sam Douglass and Mitch Beattie hauling up buckets of water 
from the drain; Emily Matthews watering a plant. 

World Environment Day- Fay Smith Wetlands 
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Two members of Bundaberg WPSQ, were stirred 
into action when WPSQ Head Office advised that 
posters  and postcards were available  for the 
campaign to ban the use of  opera house  and 
other enclosed yabby traps. These traps, legal in 
Queensland, are inadvertently trapping and killing 
platypus. Death from trapping, and loss of suit-
able foraging habitat, is likely to lead to severe 
decline, and eventual loss of this iconic species if 
nothing is done to protect them. Coincidently a 
Bundaberg Shopping Centre had invited the 
group to set up an information stall during their 
Recycling Awareness week. 
 

The Platypus is of particular significance to the 
history of the Burnett River where it was first 
discovered that the duck billed platypus, Ornitho-
rhynchus anatinus, laid eggs rather than gave 
birth to young. 
 

An article by the late Harry Frauca, published in 
Bundaberg News Mail on May 7, 1983, notes that 
on August 24, 1884, Mr William Caldwell, a zo-
ologist from Cambridge University made the as-
tonishing discovery that platypus actually laid 
eggs. 
 

Mr Caldwell is credited with making this discovery 
when he shot a female platypus on the banks of 
the Burnett River at Pine Creek. The platypus 
had just laid an egg and had another fertilised 
egg ready to be laid.  
 

The article continues, “So on August 29, he com-
municated his discovery (possibly by telegram) to 
Professor Liversidge, of Sydney University. Such 
was the importance of Caldwell’s discovery Pro-
fessor Liversidge cabled it to the British Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science, then sitting 
at Montreal, Canada. History says the BAAS 
dignitaries stood and clapped.”  

Setting up the stall at 8am on Saturday morning 
we soon had our first ‘customer’. He stopped, he 
looked, then said, “If you ban them (opera house 
yabby traps) they’ll still use them, but sink them 
so you can’t see them.” He said he had never 
caught a platypus in the traps, but went on to say 
if it was a problem it could be solved by making a 
slit along the top of the trap that would allow the 
platypus to escape. 
 

An older woman said she and her husband used 
the opera house traps all the time and  had never 
caught a platypus. Turned out they used the 
traps in the deep waters of Fairbairn Dam, and 
would never set traps in muddy creek water. 
 

A younger man said he had never caught a platy-
pus in his traps and anyway the bill of the platy-
pus was too large to go through the opening. He 
took a closer look at our opera house trap bought 
locally for $5, and said “Oh that’s a large open-
ing.” He made his own traps and used a smaller 
ring for the openings. 
 

Many people paused to look at our mock river 
display complete with platypus (including two 
made by member Phil), rocks, turtle and yabbies, 
and opera house trap. Some people took time to 
sign the cards to the Premier, others took them 
away with the information sheets. One man de-
clared he would go home and make the openings 
of his traps smaller, a woman said they intended 
getting rid of their traps and asked the best way 
to do this. 
 

General concensus seemed to be that opera 
house traps are so cheap and effective for catch-
ing yabbies it will be hard to get them banned. 
Ann and Pam also concluded that air conditioned 
shopping centres are not the healthiest places to 
spend a whole day! Submitted by Pam Soper 
 

PLATYPUS NEED A HELPING HAND 
Urgent Action Needed Now 
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MangroveWatch is a program that 
has been established using a Com-
munity Coastcare Grant to address 
the urgent need to preserve and 
protect threatened tidal wetland 
ecosystems as well as addressing 
both scientific and environmental 
management needs. 
 
This new monitoring program tar-
gets estuarine and coastal systems 
where there are mangroves, 
saltmarsh and saltpans. Like  
SeagrassWatch the program uses 
a partnership between community 
volunteers and scientists. 
 
Dr. Norm Duke, author of 
"Australia's Mangroves", is the 
enthusiastic facilitator of the  
MangroveWatch program. Friends 
of the Burrum River System are 
hardworking members of the Man-
groveWatch  group and have 
monitored 79 km of mangrove 
coastline on the Burrum River and 
its tributaries - more than any other 
monitoring group. Monitoring in-
volves using state of the art video 
equipment mounted in a boat that 
slowly travels along the rivers and 
creeks allowing the mangroves on 
the banks to be recorded. 
 
Volunteers are always welcome - 
just Google “Mangrove Watch” to 
get extra information and to get 
involved.  

Mangrove Watch 
Mangroves and tidal saltmarshes are amongst the most  

endangered marine wetland habitats worldwide.  

Above: Erosion on the northern bank of the Burrum River 
estuary. 
Below: Dr. Tim Thornton, president of Friends of the Bur-
rum River System and Dr. Norm Duke of the Mangrove 
Watch Program 
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The campsites set up by QPWS vary from 7 to 19 
km apart. Each site has steel lockers for food, a 
low table and a "hybrid" toilet. The lockers were 
especially appreciated as bush rats were very 
attentive to our possessions- bit a hole in a plas-
tic water bottle, destroyed a thong (footwear) and 
took off with a bottle of handwash.  Also one 
invaded Nan's tent in the middle of the night and 
great effort was required to chase it out!  It had 
smelled a snack bar in her toiletries bag! 
  

We  carried, on our backs, all equipment, 
fuel and food needed for seven 
days  which weighed 15 - 17 kg. The track was 
firm and the walking was generally easy. There 
were a few hills.  The weather was beauti-
ful.  Scenery included the lovely lakes, sandblows 
reaching down to the sea, dense damp forest, 
sclerophyll forests of scribbly gum and she oaks 
(we saw three glossy black cockatoos on the first 
day) and wallum and coastal heaths.  Quite a few 
heath plants were in flower.  
 

Wildlife seen included two goannas, two rodents, 
and friendly eastern yellow robins. Unfortunately 
none of us were birdos so could not identify the 
many interesting calls. We only saw one dingo, 
quite healthy looking, at Happy Valley - although 
we did see tracks. At Lake Boomanjin we saw 
tracks of a wallaby obviously being followed by a 
dingo.  
 

One problem of walking in the winter (July) is that 
the days are very short.  We ended up eating 
dinner about 5 pm and then sitting up in the dark 
talking until 8 pm so that we would be able to 
sleep.  Lovely thermal underwear kept us quite 
warm at night since QPWS has huge fines for 
lighting fires.  Although our diet was rather mo-
notonous, we certainly were not hungry. Lots of 
dried fruit, pasta, couscous, porridge, chocolate. 
One of the highlights of the trip was a long hot 
shower at Central Station! 
 

An interesting fact is that we never saw or 
passed another walker on the trail.  A South Afri-
can man on a pushbike did overtake us.  Bike 
riding on the track is not for the fainthearted be-
cause of the numerous trees which have fallen 
over the trail. 
 

I have weak ankles and requested the rest day 
after we had two long walking days. Probably 
average walkers (3 km/hour) could  comfortably 
do the walk with 5 to 7 hours walking per day in 5 
days.  
 

 Costs include a barge fare ($36 each return) the 
camping fees ($5 per night each) and the taxi, 
($115 and $130 shared between us). 
 

Article by Carol Bussey who presented a talk 
on her trek at the August FCWPSQ meeting 
 

Carol Bussey, Lyn Harland and Nan Fraser took a leisurely 7 days, 
which included one rest day, to traverse the 80 plus kilometres of 
the Fraser Island Great Walk which goes from Dili Village to Happy 
Valley via several lakes and Central Station.   

Lake Boomanjin on Fraser Island.  
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During 1998 to 2000, the Wide Bay Bur-
nett Conservation Council undertook a 
Coastcare funded project that monitored 
coastal processes along Rules Beach. The 
results from the project were presented in a 
four-volume report containing much valu-
able data and information. The success of 
the project was due to the dedicated work 
of many people.  
 

However, it seems to be a common situa-
tion these days that the report appears to 
have vanished in “the system” and each 
time people re-invent the wheel (with more 
public money spent) instead of building on 
previous knowledge, which is the way sci-
ence should progress. So to bring the report 
to light I am giving you a brief glimpse of 
the exciting and ever-changing foreshore 
environment. 
 

The project monitored a 3-kilometre sec-
tion of beach which included the dynamic 
environment of a river mouth (Baffle 
Creek). As there were no human structures 
either at the beach or the river the changes 
represent natural coastal processes. The 
beach had a history of erosion and accre-
tion. Between 1952 and 1985 the High Wa-
ter Mark had moved landward by 110 me-
tres. During the study the rate of movement 
along parts of the beach was 1.6 metres/
year. 
 

The study results showed extreme variabil-
ity along only a short section of beach. No 
two storm events are ever the same and 
their effect on the beach is unpredictable. 
Sometimes a high swell caused more im-
pact than a storm and the recovery after a 

cyclone was remarkable. Photographs re-
corded how the process of foreshore ero-
sion continues for some time after a storm 
through cracking and scarp collapse. 
 

The Baffle Creek estuary has been shallow 
and “treacherous” due to moving sand 
shoals since the time of the first European 
settlers. Aerial photographic records show 
major changes in the configuration of the 
river mouth over time. During the study 
there were episodes of accretion and severe 
erosion in the northern river mouth area. 
The sandspit extending out into the delta 
fan waxed and waned several times but 
there was no clear correlation between 
these occurrences and any meteorological 
or sea/swell parameters.  
 

The study period experienced a higher than 
average rainfall but there were no signifi-
cant floods in Baffle Creek which would 
account for the major erosion of the river 
bank near the river mouth. Major erosion 
also occurred at the northern end of Rules 
Beach at the mouth of the Broadwater. This 
would indicate that the causative factor in 
the erosion is not long-shore currents or the 
direction of sea and swell action, but rather 
the configuration of sand shoals in the estu-
aries, which direct water movement at the 
river mouths. 
 

It is noteworthy that throughout the study 
period when the beach was observed under 
a wide variety of conditions, no human 
related litter was found washed up on the 
beach.  
 

Article by Merike Johnson 

Natural Coastal Processes 
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Hi Emma-Kate, 
Thanks for sending this article which seems an attempt to trivialize the impacts of cane 
toads. I just need to take issue with it. 
 

I don't disagree that humans have a greater impact on the natural environment than any-
thing else.  However we should leave them out of this discussion because they are re-
sponsible in turn for the impacts of everything else.  
 

While I agree that the impacts of feral animals and weeds and alien  species such as pine 
trees, buffel grass (and many other introduced grasses) are having a devastating impact 
on the Australian environment, (and very few Australians would have seen as much of it 
as I have and at such close quarters over the last 25 years) I just can't think of any feral 
species that has had a bigger impact than cane toads.  
 

I believe that feral cats were on the Australian continent for hundreds if not thousands of 
years before Europeans settled in Australia. Admittedly numbers multiplied to a plague 
once domestic moggies were let loose in the bush but I don't think that they have contrib-
uted to the extinction of any species. This is particularly demonstrated in Tasmania where 

The Cane Toad—Bufo marinus 

On the 15 June WBBCC Coordinator, Emma-Kate sent out this email  to members:  
 

Dear Members, With the continued talk of 'Toad Busting' , wondered if you might all have 
a read of this paper I found? (attached). Everyone understands that the introduction of 
cane toads has caused havoc on Australia's environment, but I wonder if we haven't 
taken it slightly out of context?  Have toads caused more destruction than Humans, Cows, 
Horses, Pine Trees, Mining, Development and Poisons? 
 

Hmmm—I guess we all have an opinion, but when John Sinclair proffered his thoughts I 
asked if I could print them in Wambaliman. He obliged saying it must be 40 years since he 
had anything published in Wambaliman. John was the editor of Wambaliman in the 70s 
when it was published 10 times a year. He is one of Australia’s leading conservationists 
and has lead the fight to save Fraser Island  since 1971 when he founded the Fraser Is-
land Defenders Organisation.  Ed. 

I just can't think of any feral 
species that has had a bigger 
impact than Cane Toads.  

John Sinclair  
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there were feral cats but no foxes for 200 years. Foxes have been devastating on wildlife, 
particularly small mammals. However they have been confined to the southern part of the 
continent. I don't disagree about the impact of grazing animals but these are relatively 
minor compared with cane toads. Of the introduced feral animals goats may be our worst 
grazing animal but I would rate pigs as infinitely worse than the purely grazing animals.  
 

Whereas cane toads are still spreading and if the temperatures predicted by global warm-
ing are reached they will occupy the whole continent. Last month and last year we saw 
cane toads at Longreach in the Lake Eyre Basin and they are now doubtlessly rafting their 
way through the Coopers Creek system and may even work their way back through the 
Diamantina as long as the season lasts. True they probably won't survive in arid Australia 
permanently but while they are there and active they will heavily impact on the wildlife of 
the areas they temporarily invade.  
 

Until the advent of cane toads, few people understood what a large and vital role frogs 
played in (literally) feeding the whole ecosystem. It appears that an enormous range of 
birds, reptiles, mammals, and fish all at least occasionally dine out on frogs. And in Aus-
tralia most species of wildlife are oblivious to the difference between the very toxic and 
lethal effects of Bufo marinus and other frogs. While cane toads kill an enormous number 
of snakes most people who are paranoid about snakes don't worry.  However apart from 
the species they eliminate through their toxicity the impact of cane toads on the inverte-
brate population is immeasurable. Just ask an apiarist how many insects an individual 
cane toad can swallow in a session. With the invertebrate fauna decimated and so many 
frog predators dropping out of the ecosystem we are left with a very impoverished natural 
environment.  
 

I remember as a child the first cane toads coming to Maryborough. I can also remember 
that soon after I started school there was always great excitement of reports of quolls in 
the chook house.  Those reports lasted only two years and stopped abruptly as the toads 
did their deadly work.  
 

While there are still kookaburras around I can remember much larger populations. It is a 
similar story with kestrels that were once the most common and widespread raptors on 
the continent. They aren't the only birds that may have been impacted by toads. I suspect 
that brolgas and jabirus in the Wide Bay region that survived the impact of cattle, horse, 
foxes etc may also have such diminished numbers due to occasionally and innocently 
picking up cane toads. That epitomises the impact of toads. While extirpation may take 
several generations eventually it does come.  
 

I am not a biologist and so I don't know the full impact of cane toads on Fraser Island and 
I am not sure that we can list the loss of the jabirus to it. However we can surely identify 
the loss of quolls and death adders and other species of snakes directly to the occurrence 
of Cane Toads.  
 

Having watched the plague of cane toads advance across the Northern Territory over the 
last 20 years I don't think anyone should be complacent about these creatures and it 
would be good for more Queenslanders to actively advocate how, after introducing them 
into the Australian wild, we can now get rid of them.  
 

Having seen what has happened in the Northern Territory I have been actively supporting 
the toad busting efforts to try to keep toads out of Western Australia  I am keen to see 
some attempts to create toad free areas in Queensland, if possible on Fraser Island.  
 

John Sinclair john@sinclair.org.au  
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Tina Raveneau 
Volunteer Profile— 

W hat a better place we’d be living if 
Tina could slip into her “dream job” 

right now. Slip into it because environ-
mental education would be a valued part of 
the curriculum in every school for every 
year level.  Tina would be perfect in her 
“dream job”, teaching students about our 
wildlife, setting up sensory gardens for the 
children’s pleasure, teaching about native 
plants and bush tucker and so on. A whole 
generation of children would grow up with a 
wonderful appreciation and understanding 
of our natural world. 
 

T ina grew up in Pallamallawa, a small 
rural settlement near Moree in NSW. 

She grew up amid wheat fields with the 
“snakes in the wood pile”, trees to climb, 
mouse plagues, lots of pet animals, kanga-
roos, riverbanks to explore: an outside life 
of natural wonders to relish - and she 
thrived on it. 
 

F or Tina, this love of the outdoor life did-
n’t stop when she reached her teenage 

years and went off to high school in Moree. 
She thought she should be sharing Dolly 
magazines with her peers but resisted and 
stayed attuned to her real feelings and pur-
sued her wildlife interests. 

A fter finishing high school Tina went to 
university and did teacher training re-

turning to Moree to teach at her old school. 
There she met Les, a Gomilaroi Aboriginal 
man, and so her life was to be further en-
riched when their different cultures melded 
and they began a family. 
 

T ina and Les then chose to leave Moree 
to raise their children, Jaimi, Sam and 

Hallie, in the Hervey Bay area. They joined 
the local WPSQ Branch and for a time Tina 
was a very active member taking on the 
role of Educational Officer for a few years. 
Her teaching experience was invaluable in 
the planning and delivery of the Branch’s 
activities for Threatened Species Day, and 
about bats, frogs and water conservation, 
that the Branch delivered in schools. She 
was also a participant in the frog surveys 
undertaken by the Branch. Later, when Tina 
was leading Green Corps teams, she in-
volved them in work aligned to local WPSQ 
projects at Cheelii Lagoons, Fay Smith Wet-
lands and Arkarra Lagoons. 
 

T eaching in the confines of a classroom 
is not quite for Tina as her recent job 

history attests. Apart from the above men-
tioned Green Corps leader role she has 
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If you google 'snake + playing dead', you 
will probably get to a site where you can 
see a video of an American hognose 
snake. The snake is poked and tormented 
by some people till it rolls on it back and 
lays belly up with its tongue hanging out. 
Another American snake that also plays 
dead, or in American parlance 'plays pos-
sum', is Natris natris, a water snake. 
 

Australia's water snake is the Keelback, 
Tropidonophis mairii. The snake in the 
photo was attacked by a neighbour's dog. 
It lay still with its tongue hanging out, 
twitching occasionally. When it was placed 
in a container, it rolled on its back and lay 
belly up with its mouth open and tongue 
hanging out inducing watchers to say, "It's 
had it." It was kept so that it could be pho-
tographed the next morning BUT the next 
morning it was gone. The natural conclu-
sion was that an early morning kookaburra 
had helped itself to a free feed. However, a 
few hours later the snake was seen rum-
maging around in the sand and leaves 
under a verandah trying to find a way 
home.  
 

Now, was this snake stunned and then 
recovered or was it playing dead? Playing 
dead is a strategy used by animals to 
cause the attacker to lose interest. Many 
dogs are excited by movement and once 
having killed an animal like a snake, com-
pletely lose interest and abandon the 
corpse. Herpetologists - more research 
needed please. 
 

Contributed by anonymous 

also worked at the Barambah Environ-
mental Education Centre in the isolated 
Wrattens State Forest south of Kilkivan. 
Tina loved her work there, but the required 
travelling meant it was impractical to con-
tinue long term. Working as a groundsper-
son at Sandy Straits SS also had its attrac-
tions. There she set up a fragrant garden, 
revamped the nursery, worm farm and gen-
erally involved students in outdoor nature 
activities. Tina has recently renewed her 
teacher registration and is seeking employ-
ment, although her preference for a job re-
mains “outside the classroom”. She has in 
the past few years furthered her own formal 
education with a Graduate Certificate in 
Environmental Education (Griffith Univer-
sity) and a Certificate III in Horticulture and 
a Certificate in Conservation & Land Man-
agement (Wide Bay TAFE). Her next under-
taking will be Masters in Environmental 
Education. 
 

A nother of Tina’s passions is children’s 
books. She admits that she has always 

loved reading them and “when something 
happens in my life, the first thing I think of is 
how I could write a good children’s story 
about it”. So, Tina has just had her first book 
published. Beautiful Colours, published by 
Black Ink Press, 2010, is based on an event 
that happened in her own family; an insight 
into how her young son, Sam, as  typical of 
young children, perceive individual differ-
ences - in this case, skin colour.  It is a 
lovely story and beautifully and skillfully 
illustrated by a friend, Julie Neilson-Kelly. 
 

W hen, out of curiosity I googled 
“Barambah Environmental Education 

Centre”, the first thing I read was  “Welcome 
to Barambah Environmental Education Cen-
tre where we encourage all  individuals to 
enjoy learning, appreciate the natural envi-
ronment and become active and reflective 
citizens who adopt ecologically sustainable 
lifestyles.” This is where Tina almost found 
her dream job.  All the best Tina with your 
current job search – your knowledge, skills 
and ideology are just what our planet needs.  
 

Article by Jenny Watts 
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WBBCC  
MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

 
 

  
The quarterly newsletter “WAMBALIMAN”  

is included in membership with multiple copies 
for associations by arrangement. 

 

I wish to join / renew my membership with 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council Inc. 

 

Membership:  $____________ 
 
Donation*:   $____________ 
 
TOTAL   $____________ 

 
NAME………………………………………… 
 
ADDRESS……………………………………. 
 
…………………………………...……………. 
 
Phone: . ……………………………………… 
 
Email:………………………………………… 
 
SIGNED ………………...……………………       
 
Date .........................……………..………….. 
 
Please return to: 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council 
PO Box 694 
MARYBOROUGH Qld 4650 
 

*Donation is a gift to WBBCC Inc. Public Fund. 
WBBCC Inc. is an endorsed deductible gift recipient 
on the Register of Environmental Organisations 
under the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997.  
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible. 

Annual Membership 
Single              $ 15.00 
Family group  $ 20.00 
Associations  $ 30.00 

 Date Claimers 

 

WPSQ SHIRTS 
T-shirt (pictured) 

Women: blue / white 
Men: grey / beige 

Collared Shirt  
Women: green  

Men: beige 
Order from  

WPSQ 32210194  
or contact FC Branch 

Threatened Species Day 
Calling all members for assistance on our 

TSD activity at Torbanlea School on 
Friday September 3.  

 

No special skills or knowledge required!  
  

Jobs include handing out craft materials, 
worksheets, helping children make a 
fridge magnet and helping to plant some 
trees. It is always fun and rewarding to 
help with these school activities. 

 

FC WPSQ  AGM  
Osprey Park,  

September 12,  1:00 pm.  
Bring afternoon tea to share -  binoculars 

to see birds - chair, hat  etc. 


