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WBBCC President’s Comment
By Dr. Tim Thornton
tions and it is difficult to see / feel these
changes so far; one can only assume the
scale is exponential (as opposed to linear)
so we can expect more of this in the next 20
years (than in the previous 20). However,
earlier this year I marked the highest tide I
have ever seen on the Burrum; we have had
another very mild winter; we normally
don’t see scrub turkey chicks until early
November, but my neighbour saw one earlier this month; my bantams are laying and
the birds are courting and nesting as if
spring is here in early August. As much as I
would like to believe these climate scientists, it does seem that “Climate Change”
has become a buzz word for explaining
The following is taken from “Implications everything and for applying for research
for Climate Change for Australia’s World and other grants from government. This has
Heritage Properties: A Preliminary Assess- trivialised and economised the issue;
ment” released in August 2009.
clearly the coal and oil lobbies are winning
easily in political spin.
“8.10.1 Climate change scenarios for south-east
Queensland The following climate change sce- I am one of the more than 1000 households
narios for south-east Queensland, relative to
in this area to install solar panels connected
1990, are based on a ‘high’ greenhouse gas
to the electricity grid. Just as I was basking
emissions scenario.50 • The average annual
in the glory of achievement and waiting for
temperature is expected to rise by 1.3 °C ± 0.6 ° my first credit electricity bill, Richard DenC by 2030, with an increase in the number of hot
niss of The Australian Institute published a
days. • Average annual rainfall is expected to
decrease by 3.5% ± 11%, with a higher evapora- paper saying not only had I wasted my
money, but that I was actually giving the
tive demand, leading to reduced runoff and a
big polluters and coal fired power stations
decrease in groundwater recharge, which may
reduce the supply of water to spring-fed streams scope to burn more coal and produce more
and lake systems. • Extreme weather events are CO2. His arguments were countered by “the
likely to become more frequent. • There is likely cap” on CO2 production, but that cap is
to be an increase in the frequency and severity
now proposed at a 5% reduction!! This is
of droughts, as well as an increased risk of sewell within the error of measurement, as I
vere fire events (Hennessy et al. 2006). • Exdoubt that total CO2 production could be
treme weather events are more likely, leading to
increased flash flooding. •Sea level is expected estimated to within + or – 10%. So why are
we debating proposals (CPRS and ETS)
to increase by about 17cm by 2030.”
beyond the comprehension of ordinary citiWe are almost half way into these projeczens and beyond the capacity of science to

As I try to collect my thoughts on the
current debate in the Federal Parliament on carbon I realise that I am one
of the 999 in 1000 people who have no
idea of what is being debated; the issue
of reducing carbon emissions seems to
have been buried in political wrangle,
economics, international treaties and
agreements, climate change and anything else that is peripheral. The power
of the coal and oil lobbies has muddied
the waters to the extent that ordinary
members of the public are totally confused by claim and counter claim.
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Continued page 5

Introducing the Mary River Turtle to the world

Marilyn, centre, at St Louis Zoo

On the 5-8 August, Marilyn Connell attended the Symposium on Conservation & Biology of Tortoises & Freshwater Turtles in St Louis Missouri
USA to present a paper on Tiaro Landcare’s Mary River turtle project.
The symposium is the largest gathering of non-marine turtle biologists and captive
breeding specialists in the world. This year it attracted over 200 attendees with 12 countries represented including Madagascar, Egypt, India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka & four people
from Australia. Many people were extremely interested in Tiaro Landcare’s conservation project and some hope to visit next year.
Not content just to make a presentation Marilyn is also making great contacts with the
likes of Presidents of International NGO’s, Zoo Curators, Turtle project leaders and scientists from around the world. She also presented signed copies of Tiaro Landcare’s
publication The Mary River Turtle Yesterday Today and Tomorrow to curators of St
Louis Zoo, Forth Worth Zoo and Disney Animal Kingdom for which they were extremely grateful.
On 11 August she flew south to Florida, where she was hosted by Chuck Schaffer and
his family and a stay at Dr Peter Pritchard’s Chelonian Research Institute in Orlando.
See Marilyn’s blog on the Tiaro Landcare's website. Marilyn is a WBBCC member.
Continued from page 4

measure them?? All of this could be
avoided by simply “Taxing CO2 Production
at Source” be it from oil, gas or coal (has to
be at source as an open cut coal mine releases as much, if not more, CO2 than does
the burning of the actual coal mined). This
would increase the cost of coal fired electricity generation to the point that renew-

able energy from solar, geothermal or wind
(I am not entirely convinced about wind
power in Australia) became a cheaper more
viable alternative, and man made CO2 production would be reduced. Our cars would
run on this cheap renewable electricity
rather than petroleum products, and most of
all, we all understand taxes. 
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From the

WBBCC Coordinator’s Desk

by Emma-Kate Currie

H

i everyone. As usual, it’s been an eventful few months for WBBCC. On the 6
June, Art for Earth in conjunction with Fraser Coast Regional Council held an ‘Our
Dugong Candle Event’ at Dayman Point to
celebrate World Environment Day and raise
awareness about the importance of protecting both the dugongs and their habitat. I put
up a display on the Legal Case consisting
of photos of the failing fish transfer device
and written information explaining why we
launched legal action. The display attracted
some attention and we were lucky enough
to receive some donations towards the
case. A big thankyou is in order to Erica
Neate who organised a marquee for us at
no cost and to Chris McCarthy (FCRC) for
the loan of a portable display board.
n the 21 June I travelled to Brisbane to
attend three days of conservation sector
meetings and the Sustainability Round Table at DERM hosted by Minister Kate
Jones. Day 1 was spent at the WPSQ
Boardroom with the other conservation
reps, trying to come to a collective agreement on a ‘Joint Conservation Groups Priorities Document’ covering Climate Change,
Nature Conservation, Water and Sustainable Communities. It was a very interesting
but tedious day filled with animated conversations and debates over our slightly differing opinions. Day 2 brought the Sustainability Round Table at DERM. Minister Kate
Jones hosted the conference and presentations were made by representatives of
DERM and DPI and the Conservation Sector covering the following topics: Biodiversity Strategy, Waste Management, Climate
Smart and Coastal Plan Reviews, Sustainable Planning Bill and Natural Resources
(regrowth). I had the opportunity to comment during the Regional and Coastal Planning session and highlighted the inappropriate coastal development occurring in our
area due to a lack of statutory legislation to
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prevent it. I cited Cyclone Hamish as an
example of how the government may face
future litigation due to a storm surge event
occurring resulting in loss of property and
possibly life, that could have been prevented via the development not occurring in
the first place. Day 3-back to QCC- informal
presentation by Damien McGreevy former
policy advisor and chief of staff for the Beatie and Bligh governments: Damien briefed
us on the most effective methods to lobby
the Government- Media and Connections in
Government. Overall it was a very interesting and educational experience.
he legal case WBBCC v Burnett Water
Pty Ltd is still progressing well. We have
encountered a small number of setbacks as
to be expected when launching legal action
against a formerly state owned company,
but we have merely placed the bit between
our teeth and moved forward. The trial is
set to begin on Monday 7 September in the
Federal Court in Brisbane which coincidently happens to be National Threatened
Species Day. I will be attending the opening
day to represent WBBCC in the media and
plan to attend a few days in court. If we win
this, and we are still very confident that we
will, it will place our name in households
and departments across Australia as the
‘tiny’ greenie group that successfully fought
for the protection of the Lungfish, our living
fossil. We endeavour that this case will give
other community groups the confidence to
continue to fight for conservation knowing
that others have succeeded.
e are continuing to fight a number of
proposed coastal developments including Mariners Cove Stage 2 and have recently attended a public meeting at Tin Can
Bay, to show our support, organised by the
Southern Sandy Straits Marine Environment
Group protesting the proposed marina development at Tin Can Bay planned by the
same developer that plans to expand the

T
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Continued page 7

There was discussion at the last WPSQ meeting re the EPBC listings and whether
they were regularly updated. Here is a press release from Peter Garrett’s office.
Iconic species get National protection World Environment Day
A number of iconic species including the forest red-tailed black cockatoo and the woylie
will receive a greater level of protection under federal environment legislation, Environment Minister Peter Garrett said today.
On World Environment Day, Mr Garrett announced nine new Western Australian additions
to the national threatened species list, along with the transfer of two Western Australian
species to higher categories and the delisting of another.
In addition to the forest red-tailed black cockatoo and the woylie, the new listings include
several flowering plants, trees and shrubs endemic to Western Australia, as well as the
Jurien Bay skink.
Mr Garrett said the listings will help conserve the species for the future. "By placing these
species on the national threatened list, I am ensuring their increased protection, with projects or activities which could significantly impact upon them now needing to be thoroughly assessed and approved before they can proceed,” Mr Garrett said.
"Listing also increases public awareness of their threatened status and encourages communities and natural resource management groups to implement conservation activities
and projects to protect them for future generations."
Mr Garrett said the forest red-tailed black cockatoo and the woylie (also known as the
brush-tailed bettong or brush-tailed rat kangaroo) were iconic species and that initiating
recovery plans along with their listing would hopefully save them from heading closer to
extinction.
“The forest red-tailed black cockatoo is an example of the striking birdlife found in Australia. Endemic to Western Australia, the listing of the cockatoo will help increase awareness
of its plight – most notably increased competition for nesting hollows from other species
and encroachment upon its habitat – and will ensure it is protected by national environmental law.
“The woylie has unfortunately suffered a massive decline in recent years. It is hoped
through the development of a recovery plan and other continued efforts to save this marsupial, a reversal in its decline can begin,” he said.

For more information on threatened species visit:

http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/index.html

The conservation advice for all listings can be found on the department's web site at:
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/conservation-advices.html

marina at Urangan. Unfortunately they are
State Infrastructure Projects which means
they will be more difficult to stop but as you
know, that has never stopped WBBCC before.
he 18th Community Cabinet Meeting will
be held in Bundaberg on Sunday 30 August, WBBCC has requested formal deputations with a number of Ministers and the
Premier. Roger Currie, Pam Soper and I will
be attending these meetings if we are successful in our requests, discussing a range
of current issues. I will provide the information about these meetings in the next Wam-

T

baliman.
s you would have recently heard in the
media, Northern Energy Corporation
Limited is planning to apply for a mining
lease to extract 500,000 tonnes of coking
coal per annum via an open cut mine located at Aldershot. The application has not
been submitted to the best of our knowledge and we will be raising this issue with
the relevant Ministers at the Community
Cabinet Meeting.
o that’s all from the Coordinator’s Desk,
remember, every bit counts.
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If We Treated Our Children the Way We Treat the Environment
Wife to Husband: “The baby didn’t eat his breakfast today. I’m worried about him
– he seems a bit off colour.”
Husband: “When you say he didn’t eat his breakfast, you need to determine the
extent to which he didn’t eat it. Did he eat any of it? Was there a differentiation
between various food types?”
Wife: “He hardly ate anything.”
Husband: “Dear, you say he hardly ate anything but have you set a target for the
amount you want him to eat? You can have seven days to determine your target.
You’ll have to consider all the parameters of his size, age, genotype, and the
weather conditions. You also need to set long term targets. How much do you want
him to be eating for breakfast in 2026?”
Wife: “I just want him to eat a bowl of cereal and drink a glass of milk.”
Husband: “Well, that sort of imprecise target just won’t do. And then, you
will need to determine the threats to his appetite. You can have ten days to determine what the threats to Tommy’s appetite might be.”
Wife: “Threats?? He might be sick!”
Husband: “Well, you won’t know that unless you set up a monitoring regime. He
may have an elevated temperature but then what if he doesn’t? Have you got baseline data on his normal metabolic rate, amount of food he eats, water he drinks,
how much urine and faeces he produces every day?”
Wife: “What are you talking about?”
Husband: “Then when you have monitored his physical data, we will need to make
a list of possible actions we can take to either maintain or improve his condition.”
Wife: (exasperated)” I just want to have a good healthy happy child!”
Husband: “Yes, that sort of passion and emotion are good to see but we have to
proceed in an all encompassing bureaucratic fashion. We also need to consider the
other stake holders – Tommy’s sister, the babysitter, the doctor, the milkman - even
your mother. All these people need to be considered when we discuss little
Tommy’s appetite. We’ll give them all a fortnight to make submissions on our proposed list of actions.”
Wife: “You’re mad.”
Husband: “We need to consider the relevant legislation – the Child Protection Act,
the Dependent’s Duty of Care Bill, the Parent’s Custodial Responsibilities Bill , the
Cause No Harm Law and the Medical Provision for Minors Act.
After we’ve done the monitoring, determined the possible threats, checked up on the
legislation, consulted the stakeholders and set down a list of possible actions, we
will have to prepare a report. Then if the report is ever read by anyone, we will
have to get funding to carry out the action.”
Wife leaves in disgust and takes child to doctor who treats him for a sore throat.
(This very clever piece was written and submitted by a member after attending a
“frustrating session” as an environmental advocate. My sentiments exactly. Ed)
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Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ
Celebrating World Environment Day
What better way to celebrate World Environment Day than by teaching our children something about their local environment. WPSQ members, Audrey, Tina,
Cliff, Andrew, Bill and Carol did just that on two occasions in June. Twenty five
year 6&7 students from Pialba State School were guided around the Tooan
Tooan Creek and shown the dreadful drains that are emptied into it as well as
participating in flying fox activities. Later in June year 1&2 students from Star of
the Sea were also treated to flying fox activities.

Above: Cliff prays that he can hit one
of the little buggers! Cliff is the “bad
farmer” who tries to shoot the flying
foxes. Unlike Bill who got quite a few
of them - and one of them in the head
- Cliff didn't hit any!

Above: Tina with a “little flying fox who
is trying to bite into a mango”.

National Tree Planting Day
FC WPSQ members joined Maryborough families on National Tree Planting Day
on 2 August at the Fay Smith Wetlands in Maryborough. About 20 people joined
forces to plant over 130 plants as part of the revegetation project.
9

Open Day at Cheelii Lagoon

Arkarra Planting Day

Sara Ashdown, (top photo) speaking about pest control and
Roger Currie (left) speaking on the connectivity of wetlands
to rivers were two speakers at the Cheelii Lagoon Open Day.
Proving very popular were the Country Moon Dancing Group
who got everyone into line dancing. Right, Emma Kate Currie, Deirdre Currie and Carol Bussey seem to be managing
fine with the new dance steps!
It was good to see the growth of the lomandras recently
planted by the Friends of Cheelii Lagoon in an effort to discourage mowing to the water’s edge (and hence grass clippings entering the water).
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Members learn First Aid
Three WPSQ members attended a first aid course on the 20-21
June at the Hervey Bay Hospital.

Above: Audrey and John reviving a mannequin.
Left: "What is this young woman doing to
John Eggleston?" This photo really tickled the
fancy of Carol Bussey who not only provided the
photo but some suggested captions (which are
not suitable to publish).
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Rainforest Plant Identification Workshop
highlights included seeing the
S ome
endangered* Cossinia australiana

(photo 1 opposite) and the vulnerable* Fontainea rostrata (photo 2 opposite) happily
growing along the roadside and for those
who had not seen it before the vulnerable*
Quassia bidwillii. Deeper into the vegetation we saw the delightful Southern Penda,
Xanthostemon oppositifolium (photo 3 opposite). This plant is much more subdued
than its close relative the Golden Penda,
Xanthostemon chrysanthus, that is a popular native planted in our parks and gardens.
* refers to the EPBC Act Listing Status

more adventurous there was
F orthetheopportunity
to taste the small

Botanist Greg Smyrell (facing camera) leads
the walk in the Teddington Vine Forest.

black berry of the native Currant Bush,
Carissa ovata, which was perfectly ripe.
And when Greg pointed out the Clematis
glycinoides and told us that it was referred
to as the “headache vine” – “if you have one
(a headache) it will cure it and if you haven’t
it will give you one” – I decided to find out
what he meant. Crushing the leaves in my
hands and then inhaling the released vapours sent a sharp blast through to my sinuses. It was a strange sensation but did
not produce any further reaction.

Plant Identification work- T he references we used were Trees &
A Rainforest
Shrubs in Rainforests of New South
shop held on Saturday 25 July was
fully booked. Beginning in the Maryborough
City Hall at 9:00am, it concluded around
4:30pm at the end of the field component.

workshop was organised by the
T heFraser
Coast Regional Council’s Com-

munity Environment Officer Chris McCarthy
who invited well known local botanist Greg
Smyrell to pass on some of his knowledge.

Wales and Southern Queensland and
Rainforest Climbing Plants , known as the
“red book” and “green book” respectivelyby Williams, Harden & McDonald, Botany
department, University of New England.
other good references books
S ome
were also mentioned. These included:

Fragments of Green - a rainforest plant identification guide from the Australian Rainforest Conreg spoke passionately about the need servation Society.
to identify and understand plant sysRainforest Trees of Mainland South-eastern
Australia by Alex G. Floyd
tems in order to make our efforts in bush
Mangroves to Mountains – a SGAP (QLD)
preservation and regeneration worthwhile.
publication
We all had a go at keying out plant speciPlants of Capricornia – published by Caprimens before heading out to Teddington
corn Conservation Council
Vine Forest to identify particular species,
Australian Rainforest Plants - series – by
observe the different habitats and to see the Nan and Hugh Nicholson
effects of weed species.
Article and photos: Jenny Watts
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Photo 1

Photo 2

Photo 3
Photos right:
A Rainforest Identification Workshop was
also held on Thursday June 11 at Cooloola.
The top two photos show participants using
the key to identify plants. The bottom photo
shows photographer and author Stephanie
Haslam discussing a point on rainforest canopy with Marc Russell from Healthy Habitats,
near Bymien in the Cooloola National Park.
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Members have their say…………

A Toilet at Lake Eyre by Merike Johnson
picnic tables. There
I have swum in
was also no characterLake Eyre
istic caroteneamongst the thoucontaining red alga,
sands of birds
but that may still
feeding on masses
come as the water
of bony bream
recedes. My hypotheduring the biggest
sis for the lack of fish
flooding of Lake
and the consequent
Eyre North in 500
lack of birds is that
years. I have
the inflow waters this
walked on the
time came predomiglistening white
nantly from the northsalt crust of the
Lake awed by the Are we so dumbed down already that ern rivers rather than
desolation of the we don’t even notice our rights being Cooper Creek.
landscape. But the
taken away from us?
There is a disturbing
last time I experiaspect to this present experience with the
enced Lake Eyre was twenty years ago
graded road, picnic tables and a toilet; peowhen it was a challenge and an achieveple are not “allowed” to drive off the road
ment to have reached it.
(heavy fines), so people are now being corWith a “milestone” birthday coming up I
ralled and controlled, even out in the thouthought I would do something unusual and sands of square kilometers of desert. Our
pop the cork of a bottle of bubbly on the
freedoms are being eroded every day. Peter
shore of Lake Eyre again. So I booked a
Garrett wants to stop tourists climbing
4WD tour to the Lake from Adelaide. Well, Ayers Rock, for some spurious cultural
what a change! A GRADED road takes you reasons. You now have to go through a
to a picnic area with tables and chairs, sign- bureaucratic process of obtaining a
age boards, and, A TOILET! With a stream “permit” to veer off the famous Canning
of traffic coming and going along the
Stock Route to visit geological features
graded road, children running around and
such as the Calvert Range and even some
old people with walking sticks, there was
of the original wells!
no sense of achievement anymore.
Lake Eyre, Ayers Rock and the Calvert
The current flooding (May-July 2009) is
Range were here long before any humans
not a major one. There was water in the
came here. They belong to the world and
southwestern corner (Halligan Bay), but
no individual or group should have excluthere were still substantial areas of salt
sive rights to the landscape. Are we so
crust, about 50-50 I estimate. There were
dumbed down already that we don’t even
no fish in the Lake and no birds, only a
notice our rights being taken away from us?
handful of seagulls scavenging around the
14

Members have their say…………

Where there is smoke there is fire.
By (Councillor) Sue Brooks
Massive controlled burns on Fraser Island at this time of the year are the norm it seems.
Clouds of smoke billowing into our beautiful blue skies and hectares and hectares of
pristine natural habitat destroyed. While it can be claimed that controlled burn offs are a
useful tool if carefully done, to provide safety to areas of human habitation, why on earth
are we burning Fraser Island? Naturally fire would only occur in this part of the world
via lightning activity. Most of our stormy weather coincides with our wet season so fires,
I believe, would not have been prevalent on Fraser Island prior to human settlement.
Fraser Island supports a wide and varied unique ecosystem based on pure sand which has
developed over eons. The plants that grow there obtain essential nutrients from the leaf
litter that falls and slowly decomposes to enrich the sand, together with the waste products of the fauna that live within the branches and feed on the plants. Rainfall provides
the other essential ingredient and has helped create the wonderful and varied natural
habitat we find on the island today. Burning off this leaf litter surely leaves the plants and
the sands vulnerable. Isn’t it time to examine our land management practices? The Fire
Strategy for Fraser Island is based on Aboriginal burning practices. More and more scientists are writing that this traditional burning has drastically altered the Australian landscape. Are we, with the very best of intentions, actually doing more harm than good?

Wattles—Harbingers of Happiness
The fragrant yellow blooms of the wattle bring much joy to plant
lovers. It is truly a sight and/or smell that one associates with so
many things. Wattles are the icon of the Australian bush and of
course the Australian national emblem is the Acacia pycnantha.
There are over 1000 species of wattles in Australia represented as
trees and shrubs, and found virtually in every habitat type in the
country, from rainforests to mountain areas, deserts, the wallum,
and even along our coastal dunes.
Wattles, like some others of our native plants can have a tendency
though to become naturalized outside of their natural range. Think
how often one sees the Queensland Silver Wattle, A. podalyriifolia, the
Cootamundra Wattle, A. baileyana or the Brisbane Wattle, A. fimbriata
thriving and reproducing in places far away from their range.
We have a number of wattles endemic to this area, so next time you
select one for planting try one of these: Marblewood, A.bakerii, (with
very attractive foliage) Hickory Wattle, A. disparrima, Scrub Ironbark, A. fasciculifera, Maidens Wattle, A. maidenii (a lovely shaped
small tree) or Blackwood, A. melanoxylon.
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Book Review
By Carol Bussey

Grasses
Native and Introduced Grasses of the
Noosa Biosphere & Surrounding Regions
by

Sonia MacDonald and Stephanie Haslam
Published by Noosa Integrated Catchment Association

$35 from Barung Landcare, Maleny
Grasses are certainly the poor sister of the plant world. Rainforest is the glamorous
sister, wallum the upwardly mobile and eucalyptus the remote cryptic sister who doesn’t want to be understood. So it is good that such a nice looking and helpful book on
grasses has appeared produced by these two lovely women.
For me the best part of the book was the beautiful full size photographic images of the
dried pressed grasses. For we amateurs, a photograph conveys so much more about
the plant than a line drawing. Producing these colour images really is an achievement.
One wonders how the book can be produced at this price!
Also useful are the descriptions of the anatomy of a grass plant. Controlling weed
grasses is discussed and the use of grasses in landscaping. I thought the bit about
grasses as pastures was superfluous. The DPI would be consulted on this matter.
I would have liked to have seen a section on the proper way of drying grasses and preparing specimens for preservation and identification. A section on how to propagate
some of the native grasses would also have been useful. For instance, is it hard to
propagate some of these grasses from seed? How long to germinate etc?
“Grasses” includes most of the species I have found here. There are at least three
grass species found at Burrum Heads not included. This would probably apply to the
rest of the Fraser Coast area especially the more northern sections.
So a guide well worth having and comes with a plastic cover to keep it clean when you
take it on a walk with you.
Left: Kangaroo Grass, Themeda triandra
This 1m high tufted perennial was once a very
common grass in our area. It has slender reddish-brown flower heads resembling kangaroo
paws. It is widespread, occurring in the wallum
and in eucalypt forests.
Right: Sword Grass, Gahnia sieberiana
This is tufting plant to about 1.5 m producing
masses of dark shiny red-brown nuts is found in
sedgelands and Melaleuca wetlands. It has very
sharp edged leaves, hence its common name.
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Volunteer Profile—

Angus Finlay Hutton, FZS, FRES.
Honorary Life member WBBCC
It is an absolute pleasure to introduce to you one of our longest serving WBBCC members – Angus Finlay Hutton, FZS, FRES. I guess like me you are unfamiliar with the
letters after his name. They indicate his election to fellowship of two very prestigious
London Societies, the FZS - Fellow of the Zoological Society of London, and
FRES - Fellow of the Royal Entomological Society of London. To be elected to either of
these Societies one has to have made significant scientific discoveries or to have published research papers in recognised scientific publications.
For Zoology, it was Angus’s discovery in the High Wavy Mountains in South India of
the world's rarest snake Tropidolamus huttoni (Hutton's Pit Viper) named in his honour
and the world's rarest fruit bat Latidens salamalii (Salim Ali's Fruit Bat ) - named for his
oldest Indian scientific friend and mentor, and for his research and publications on the
mammals and snakes of Southern India.
For Entomology, it was for pioneering the world's first butterfly farming industry in
Papua New Guinea, later introduced to other undeveloped countries as a conservation
measure by protecting the native forest habitats as well as providing a renewable source
of income for isolated village communities. Also the discovery, in New Guinea, of a new
species of Papuan Weevil Gymnopholus
Angus and wife Gem
huttoni (Hutton's Papuan Weevil) and
also for discovering and photographing the
life history of many species of rare New
Guinea butterflies and moths.
When I asked Angus to give me some
information about himself for an article I
found it so fascinating and well told that I
felt it should be printed as it was in the
first person.
Angus also chronicled over 30 organisations he has been associated with and
stated that he had published in excess of
100 papers on various environmental subjects in scientific journals and magazines.
A full transcript of this information is
available on the WBBCC website as a link
to this article.
Read on and enjoy Angus’s story.
Editor
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Angus’s Story

A

fter serving in WW1 in Palestine and
France my father came to South India
in 1921 to work for a large British tea company that was opening new estates in the
Anamallais and in the Wynaad. He retired in
1945 to the U.K.

I

was born in Mysore, South India, on 8th
April 1928. I was initially taught
(theoretically by an Indian tutor) but by giving him the slip got my best environmental
education from my playmates, the Indian
Jungle tribals till age 8 when I was sent by
despairing parents to the UK in 1936 to
boarding school to learn English (I still
speak Tamil & several South Indian tribal
dialects) & then when WW2 broke out to my
delight I was evacuated back to India in
1940 where I attended several schools and
matriculated in 1944 from Bishop Cottons
Boys High School, Bangalore. Then, while
at the Lawrence Memorial Royal Military
College, I was a member of the Nilgiri
Mounted Cadets.

mentor (Dr. Salim Ali) – Latidens salamalii
- and also collected the second known
specimen of the skink - Dasia subcaerulea
- (Boulenger, 1891).

I

later worked on many of the Company's
estates in the Anamallais & Nilgiris, Mysore & Wynaad and ended up, aged 24, as
manager of Rockwood Estate in the NilgiriWynaad. Life became a bit tame, and as
most of my South Indian Planter friends had
decided that Africa, with its fantastic wildlife,
was calling and had already departed to
pastures new so, when my UK leave came
up in July 1952, I decided to join them and
resigned.

O

n the ship taking us to England from
India I met a lovely Queensland nurse,
Gem Robertson. Gem had served for 18
months in Kashmir and Pakistan on the
staff of Maj.Gen. Robert Nimmo of the Australian Army (who was in fact the Chief Military Observer with the United Nations
Peace Keepers). We became engaged and,
joined Southern Provinces Mounted Riafter a holiday in the UK & Europe, I joined
fles (AFI Cavalry) at age 16 and was then a Uganda tea company in December 1952
transferred to Armoured Cars and Tanks
and flew out to Uganda to open a new tea
patrolling Madras Beaches and then briefly plantation.
to NE India & Burma with South Indian Lahe Chief Game Warden of Uganda,
bour Units (because of my linguistic ability)
Maj. Bruce Kinloch, who I had met at
with Madras Sappers & Miners. Finally the
the
London
Zoo, appointed me an Honorary
war ended & I was out of a job.
Game Warden as we had trouble with leopn 1945 took up tea planting in South India ards from time to time. Uganda was a
as a "creeper" (apprentice) on Karamallai snake collector's paradise. I caught 320
assorted specimens in 380 days and all
Estate under the legendary C.R.T. Congreve, CBE. I joined the BNH Society on
were sent to the Coryndon Museum in
Kenya as well as the London Zoo and the
29th November 1945 after meeting Dr.
British Museum.
Salim Ali on one of his "birding surveys".
When C.R.T. Congreve retired to the UK, I
fter working in the UK & staying to see
went to the High Wavy Mountains as an
the Coronation, Gem sailed for Momassistant with Tea Estates India Ltd., (a
basa, Kenya and we were married in KamCompany owned by Brooke Bonds) and
pala in August 1953 and spent our honeyworked on their wildest & most isolated
moon in Rwanda-Urundi and the Belgian
properties – a naturalist’s paradise! While
there, amongst other things, I discovered a Congo. We also did some climbing in the
new genus of poisonous snake that was to Ruwenzori Mountains.
eventually to be named after me – Tropin 1954 we moved to a better job Kenya
dolaemus huttoni – and also a new genus
(still planting tea) and our son and daughof Fruit Bat – named after my old friend &
ter were born. Like most European males I

I

T

I

A
I
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Angus’s Story
spent seven years in the Kenya Police Reserve part-time chasing Mau Mau Terrorists. I was appointed an Honorary Ranger
with the Kenya National Parks & Wildlife
Service by the Chief Warden, Dr. Mervyn
Cowie.

with the National Parks & Wildlife Service, a
position I still hold.

O

ur daughter, son-in-law and family live
on the adjacent property they purchased
in 1990. We grew small crops for several
years until labour and water became a
hile in Kenya I rediscovered the virtu- problem and we switched to breeding Red
Sindhi Zebu stud cattle till prices crashed.
ally unknown Long Haired Brown
We are now practising farm forestry.
Forest Hyena (it had only been recorded
on two previous occasions 50 years earlier)
n 1986 I co-founded the first Landcare
when I shot a specimen beside the road
Group in Australia, which is dedicated to
one night with my police revolver. After phoprotecting and improving the natural envitographing it in detail and carefully skinning
ronment. This precedent set an example as
it and preserving the skin and entire skeleover 6000 Landcare Groups are now in
ton it was sent to Dr. L.S.B.Leakey &
existence across Australia!
Ms.Jane Goodall at the Coryndon Museum,
n 1993 I was talked into working for DPI
Nairobi. Because of the cost he sent the
as a part time District Produce & Pasture
whole lot by sea mail to the British Museum
in London for a full scientific description but Inspector (later Bio-Security Officer). I did
this work for 12 years until a work related
the large package disappeared en route
and was never seen again. The full story of accident caused serious injuries to my face
this discovery and description of its unique which was followed by botched corrective
surgery that has cost me 50% loss of sight
anatomy is currently under publication in
in right eye and I was forced to resign.
Kenya by Mr.Shel Arenson of The Old Africa Magazine, Nairobi, Kenya.
n 1997 I was appointed by the late Dr.
Gunevant Oza as a consulting editor for
hile working in Kenya I managed to
“environmental awareness" for the Journal
do some correspondence courses
of the International Society of Naturalists" and attained a Dip.Trop.Ag.Sc. (Trinidad
of which I have been a life member since
Ag.College) and a Dip.Ag.Eng. from the
British Institute of Engineering Technology. 1982.

W

I
I

W

I

I

I

n 1962 I was recruited by the Australian
Commonwealth Government to go to New
Guinea to run their fledgling tea research
Station and Factory at Garaina. I did this
for 16 years and in addition, for the last 4
years, was appointed National Coordinator,
Division of Wildlife Management. There, I
pioneered and established the world’s first
butterfly farming project. There it was a
new village industry – since introduced
round the world – a long time hobby that
became a profession with which I am still
involved on a global basis!

I

“retired” from PNG in 1978 to develop
this hill-top farm we had bought with our
son in 1974. The Queensland Government
appointed me as an Honorary Protector

n 2003 our family covenanted about one
third of our property as a Nature Refuge
under the Environment Protection Act and
last year our Mount Monty Rainforest Nature Refuge became only the ninth property
in Australia to become part of the new Australian Wildlife Lands Trust sponsored by
the Humane Society International.

I

have always enjoyed a challenge. My
wife and I have travelled the world and I
have lectured widely on butterfly farming
and wildlife conservation issues. I have
made many friends internationally in the
field of wildlife and land conservation and
management and become involved with
numerous international environmental organisations and leading scientists around
the world. 
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WBBCC
MEMBERSHIP
Annual Membership
Single
$ 15.00
Family group $ 20.00
Associations $ 30.00
The quarterly newsletter “WAMBALIMAN”
is included in membership with multiple copies
for associations by arrangement.
I wish to join / renew my membership with
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council Inc.

Date Claimers
Thinking Outside the
Matchbox
24 September 2009
Presenting the latest fire research
and practice relevant to the South East
Queensland ecosystems.

Carriers Arms Hotel Motel
Maryborough

Membership:

$____________

Cost $55 - others
Cost $44 - BMRG / LFW members

Donation*:

$____________

Includes, Morning tea, Lunch and
Afternoon Tea

TOTAL

$____________

NAME…………………………………………
ADDRESS…………………………………….
…………………………………...…………….
Phone: . ………………………………………
Email:…………………………………………
SIGNED ………………...……………………
Date .........................……………..…………..
Please return to:
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council
PO Box 694
MARYBOROUGH Qld 4650
*Donation is a gift to WBBCC Inc. Public Fund.
WBBCC Inc. is an endorsed deductible gift recipient
on the Register of Environmental Organisations
under the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997.
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.
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For more information:
Rachel Lyons 54851529
Marilyn Connell 0427293221
The scrub retreats
into evening gloom
stalked by shadows

H

Wind walks on water
leaves ripples on the surface
shattering the glass

H

On my doorstep
chestnut mouse washes his face
in morning sunshine

H

Before the heat
netting fence a gallery
for arachnid art

H

Against the sunset
sugar gliders
prepare for take-off

H
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