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Above: WBBCC President, Tim Thornton and 
Carol Bussey with Larissa Waters and Jo 
Bragg (right) of the  Environmental Defenders  
Organisation at the very successful workshop 
held in Maryborough on the 29 June. See page 
13 for more details. 
 

Below: Gwen Booth, Peter Duck, Angus 
Hutton  (front) and  others at the workshop. 
 
Photos: Bill Booth 
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new car and going to the USA for a 
“holiday”! 

A s an organisation we are doing our 
best to publicly and politically op-

pose / modify these issues of water and en-
ergy and to contend with the rampant land 
“development” proposals in our area. As I 
have said many times, land development is 
synonymous with habitat / ecosystem de-
struction; but even in my own locality at 
Pacific Haven where the land is zoned rural 
residential people are still destroying the 
local bushland by incessant clearing of 
“rubbish bush” (casuarinas, wattles, hakeas 
etc) and urbanising their blocks with con-
crete, bamboos, palms, mock orange, olean-
ders and ride on mowers! 

H owever, it seems that all levels of 
government, of all political persua-

sions, are hell bent on environmental de-
struction, while feeding the people on a diet 
of inquiries, deception and indecision. Ac-
tions by governments are mere bandaids 
aimed at re-election, rather than long term 
solutions. To fund environmental projects 
on an annual basis is nothing short of ri-
diculous; such projects should be ongoing 
for at least 5 years, if not 10, or more. We 
must gird our loins, strengthen our minds 
and hearts, and fight on  

D am the dams, the whole bloody lot of 
them; Paradise, Lenthall’s and Trav-

eston, I say, but our Minister for Sustain-
ability and what ever….is all in favour of 
enlarging Lenthall’s, building Traveston 
and taking water from World Heritage 
Listed Fraser Island ! Are we in the conser-
vation movement just so out of touch with 
populace opinions, in our opposition to 
these proposals by people we democrati-
cally elect to govern us? I don’t think so, 
but governments have the power, through 
the media, to sway public opinion for their 
political / electoral ends, regardless of con-
sequences. 

W ater and Energy will always be the 
big issues for the conservation 

movement, locally, nationally and globally; 
our local scene is a microcosm of the 
broader issues; we wrestle with ongoing 
water issues and now we have the prospect 
of an open cut coal mine on Churchill 
Mines Road, between Torbanlea and Dun-
dathu. We couldn’t be more in the thick of 
it! Why are mining operations not required 
to reclaim the land as part of the operation? 
Will that area be left as a moonscape akin 
to the Hunter valley in NSW or the Bremer 
Valley, south of Ipswich? According to an 
article in a recent New Scientist Magazine, 
open cut coal mines liberate 2-3 times more 
carbon dioxide than the burning of the ac-
tual coal that is mined; this makes my per-
sonal efforts to reduce my carbon footprint 
rather irrelevant, and is a mockery of na-
tional government debate on reducing car-
bon emissions through a carbon trading 
scheme. My personal efforts have been 
blown out of the water by buying a second 

WBBCC President’s Comment 
By Dr. Tim Thornton 

Did you know?  
The checkout plastic bag usually has a lifespan 
of one trip and yet takes up to 1000 years to 
break down. 3.76 billion plastic bags go to land-
fill each year; that’s more than 400,000 checkout 
bags dumped every hour. Over 90 million of 
these enter rivers and seas, where they kill 
whales, birds, seals and turtles. And when the 
animals decompose, the bags are released, to 
kill again.  Source: Australian Geographic July-Sept 08 
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Hi Everyone! Welcome to the Coordinator’s re-
port for Winter 2008. I’ll begin by saying that it’s 
been nice to finally experience some cold weather 
and beautiful clear skies that amazingly lack the 
traditional winter smoke haze from control fuel 
burning (touch wood!). At the end of June, the 
WBBCC executive committee officially appointed 
me as their coordinator after a successful 12 week 
trial period. I’m really rapt and appreciate being 
given the opportunity to try something new de-
spite no prior experience. I’m learning new skills 
every day and thoroughly enjoy my job.  
 

The Environmental Law workshop held 29 June 
here at the Neighbourhood Centre, was a great 
success. About 21 people attended, excluding 
Larissa Waters and Jo Bragg (EDO), Tim Thorn-
ton and myself. Generally the workshop went off 
without a hitch, with the exception of the urn 
running out every hour, but thankfully I had 
someone volunteer to refill the extremely hot 
thing for me. Considering it was my first public 
event to organize and run, I was quite proud of 
myself. The information learned from the topics 
covered was very useful and interesting but 
slightly disheartening when you discover that 
some laws have so many loopholes that you 
could fit a whole house through them! But as 
they say, ‘knowledge is wealth’ and if we don’t 
understand the laws at all, then we stand no 
chance of stopping anything. Overall the discus-
sions between topics and during lunch and tea 
breaks included some very interesting stories 
from citizens who have experienced the loop-
holes of the laws first hand. I only hope that the 
workshop gave them the necessary tools they 
need to continue to fight what is happening in 
their own back yards and hopefully gain success-
ful outcome.  Gwen and Bill Booth organized to 
have dinner after the workshop with Larissa and 
Jo and others  at a local Chinese Restaurant. Re-
gretfully I couldn’t attend.  
 

The Community Cabinet Meeting was also held 
on the same day in Hervey Bay (due to an unfor-
tunate coincidence of timing). A ‘NO DAM’ pro-

From the  WBBCC Coordinator’s Desk  
by Emma-Kate Currie 

test was organized to rally outside the meeting 
at the Wide Bay TAFE and with an estimated 
turnout of around 600 people it was considered 
a great success. It was a well structured, crea-
tive and peaceful protest and we can only hope 
it had some impact on the Ministers. After my 4 
year old son attended with his ‘Grandee and 
Ropar’, he asked the following day if we could 
go to ‘NO Dam’ again. Even 4 year olds can 
protest! WBBCC’s Vice-President and Water 
Policy officer, Roger Currie attended meetings 
with the Premier and Ministers for Infrastruc-
ture, Water and Climate Change on behalf of 
WBBCC and discussed the implications of the 
proposed Traveston Dam, the current state of 
Wongi Water Holes and the necessity of the 
‘Draft Wide Bay Burnett Regional Coastal 
Management Plan’ to be passed as legislation. 
Following these meetings, The Premier has 
informed us in writing that the ‘State Coastal 
Management Plan’ is up for review this year 
which means that it has to be reviewed and fi-
nalized before the Draft plan can even be 
looked at. So it’s likely that we could be wait-
ing for at least another year before the draft 
makes it to legislation. This is very unfortunate 
because until the draft becomes legislation, 
developments and expansions can go ahead 
without adequate systems in place to stop them. 
 
In June, Deputy-Premier Paul Lucas, Minister 
for Infrastructure and Planning, announced a 
proposed expansion of the marina in Urangan. 
The draft plans show that they wish to extend 
the marina out into the Great Sandy Strait, 
which is listed as a Ramsar Wetland. We have 
strong suspicions that the timing of this pro-
posal and review of the ‘State Coastal Manage-
ment Plan’ which postpones the ‘Draft Wide 
Bay Burnett Coastal Management Plan’ being 
passed to the Senate, are more than a casual 
coincidence. If this plan had become legisla-
tion, it would most likely prevent such an ex-
pansion from occurring. The original develop-
ment of the harbour in Urangan back in the late 

Continued page 7 
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A s far as is 
known there is 

only one plant of this 
small rainforest tree 
left in the wild, making 
it, if not the rarest, one 
of the rarest plants in 
the world.  This tree is 
a symbol of nature’s 
struggle for survival in 
the face of mankind’s 
unrelenting onslaught 
of destruction.   
 

I t is not so long ago that this lone tree 
was discovered here in Hervey Bay 

and it was realised that it was a previously 
unknown species.  It exists in a small 
patch of remnant sub-tropical rainforest, 
which is fortunately a public reserve.  
Around three years ago two more speci-
mens of this species were discovered 
growing in a patch of scrub near Bunda-
berg, but they unfortunately died, becom-
ing victims of the drought that we were 
going through, so we are back to the one 
known lone specimen in the wild here in 
Hervey Bay. 
 

S myrel’s Clausena would have once 
been widespread and quite numer-

ous in this region, but man’s greed for the 
native timbers that once grew in abun-
dance in this region, destroyed the habitat 
in which it lived, but most importantly the 
habitat and food source of the species of 
bird on which the tree relied to process 
and distribute its seed was destroyed and 

THE STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL 
by John Eggleston. 

that particular species 
of  bird was wiped out, 
or forced to move away 
from this region and 
the tree can no longer 
reproduce itself in the 
wild. 
 

E ach year the 
tree flowers and 

p r o d u c e s  l a r g e 
amounts of fruit, which 
always has some vi-
able seed in it and in 

good seasons it is loaded with fruit that is 
full of fertile seed, but there is nothing there 
to eat the fruit so that the seed can germi-
nate.  The seed is very viable and can be 
germinated in a plant nursery and the spe-
cies is not in danger of being lost entirely as 
a number of plants have been grown and 
planted in cultivation.  The oldest of these 
trees that was planted in the Hervey Bay 
botanical gardens has been producing fruit 
for a number of years.  Whilst weeding in 
the gardens near this tree recently, grounds 
staff discovered a number of young seed-
lings of Smyrel’s Clausena growing there.  
They had also noticed Olive-backed Orioles 
feeding on the fruit of this tree.  Maybe na-
ture has made the change and provided a 
new symbiotic relationship between this tree 
and the Orioles to replace the original spe-
cies of bird that has been lost. 
 

I t would seem that at this stage it is con-
fined to one family of these Olive-

backed Orioles that has learned to eat the 

Fraser Coast WPSQ President’s Comment 

The Hervey Bay region has more than its fair share of rare and endangered plants, but 
none is rarer in the wild than Smyrel’s Clausena, Clausena smyrelliana 
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fruit of Smyrel’s Clausena, for still nothing 
is eating the fruit of the surviving parent 
tree and no seedlings have been found 
growing any where around this tree.  
There is far too great a distance between 
the botanic gardens and the surviving par-
ent tree for these Orioles to find their way 
there.  However, they have learned to eat 
the fruit of the Clausena and that knowl-
edge will spread.  What is needed is for 
more trees of the Clausena to be planted 
in reserves and gardens throughout 
Hervey Bay so that when they produce 
fruit more and more Orioles will learn to 
feed on the fruits and eventually they will 
reach the surviving parent tree and it will 
once again be able to reproduce itself. 

I  have never seen so much fruit on the 
surviving parent tree as it had this year 

and every one of those fruits was packed 
full of big plump seeds.  The Council spon-
sored Plant Propagators group in the 
Hervey Bay Botanical Gardens has been 
growing seedlings from the surviving par-
ent tree and these seedlings will be distrib-
uted throughout Hervey Bay when they are 
ready.  When these trees are producing 
fruit in a few years time they will help close 
the gap and create a corridor to link up the 
trees and provide a greater source of seed 
to ensure the species survival.  

70s had huge impacts on the ocean and fore-
shore environment of Hervey Bay, therefore, it 
seems is absolutely ludicrous to expand it any 
further. But like always, money ranks far more 
importantly than the environment.  
 
The proposed Traveston Crossing Dam is still a 
hugely significant issue that is being tirelessly 
fought against and if people power had any 
clout, then the dam would’ve been off the 
drawing board months ago. It is now in the 
hands of Peter Garrett, Minister for the Envi-
ronment, Heritage and the Arts. We are anx-
iously awaiting his final decision now that the 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS ) has 
been handed to him. It’s looking marginally 
positive after he declined a development in 
North QLD recently because of the significant 
threat to the listed threatened species, the Cas-
sowary. We can only hope. 
 
The most recent issue to threaten our area is the 
proposal of an open cut coal mine to be situated 
on Churchhill Mines Rd north-west of Alder-
shot, in the middle of a biodiversity corridor, 
which has been recently mapped by the Gov-
ernment and local biodiversity consultants. The 
proposal plans to extract 200,000 tonnes a year 
of high grade coking coal. This equates to 
600,000 tonnes of emissions for the full fuel 
cycle. It’s an irony that while we are being en-
couraged to reduce our energy usage, the coal 
industry is still pushing for more extraction. I 
wonder then why the federal government is 
spending millions on advertising when they 
could use that money to look into alternative 
energy sources? It smacks of hypocrisy to me! 
 
I do agree that we should do everything in our 
power to prevent climate change from getting 
any worse, but I do not believe we can turn it 
around just by placing carbon offsets on every-
thing. It’s funny how ‘Global Warming’ has 
suddenly become trendy to the people that have 
called greenies crazy for the last 50 years! Like 
as if they suddenly thought of it themselves! 
Anyway, enough from me. Until then remem-
ber, every bit counts, no matter how dishearten-
ing it is.   

Emma-Kate Currie 15/8/08 

WBBCC Coordinator’s Report continued from  page 
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Development carries on in the Bundaberg 
Region with the familiar increases in hu-
man settlement, economic growth and deg-
radation and destruction of the natural en-
vironment.  The WPSQ Bundaberg Branch 
continues to promote the preservation of 
our local unique flora and fauna, and con-
tinues to educate the community and local 
leaders about the importance of preserving 
our natural environment. 
 
For some time, the WPSQ Bundaberg 
Branch has been asking State and Local 
Governments to refuse developments con-
trary to the Local Council Planning 
Schemes and the Wide Bay Burnett Re-
gional Plan 2007-26. These requests have 
been based on our major concerns that if 
approved: 
(i) satellite town type developments outside 
the identified settlement pattern areas will 
impose an enormous financial and social 
burden upon Bundaberg City, 
(ii) proposed developments located within 
areas of known high biodiversity values 
and containing significant mature vegeta-
tion will result in direct loss, and ongoing 
incremental loss, of those values, and ulti-
mately local extinction of native flora and 
fauna, and 
(iii) proposed developments over Good 
Quality Agricultural Land will result in loss 
of productive agricultural land, and se-
verely impact upon the viability of the small 
crop and sugar cane industries in the re-
gion, leading to loss of jobs and loss of re-
gional income produced within the region. 
 
A number of positive outcomes have oc-
curred recently.  One was when Paul Lu-
cas, Minister for Infrastructure and Plan-
ning, recently ‘called-in’ the Brockfield De-
velopments proposed in the previous Bur-
nett and Isis Shires.  Although encourag-
ing, these developments may still proceed 
and there are a number of other proposed 

urban developments that could decimate the 
remaining patches of coastal vegetation of 
the Bundaberg Region, particularly in the 
Miara and Coonarr areas. 
 
Another positive outcome was the decision 
by the newly elected Burnett Regional Coun-
cil not to build the proposed Turtle Interpreta-
tive Centre in Bundaberg City.  The WPSQ 
Bundaberg Branch did not support this Cen-
tre which included the keeping and display of 
endangered loggerhead turtle hatchlings, a 
protected species under State and Federal 
legislation.  Furthermore, the proposed Cen-
tre was to be constructed over Public Open 
Space/Parkland currently enjoyed by many 
residents in the Bundaberg Region and visi-
tors to the area. 
 
An event that has had a major effect on our 
Region has been the amalgamation of Coun-
cils.  The new Bundaberg Regional Council 
has been keen to learn about the different 
local community organisations and a very 
informative meeting was held with the new 
Councillors.  Having a critical position in the 
future of local communities and the Region, it 
is extremely important that the Councillors 
understand the consequences of not pre-
serving the natural environment, and under-
stand the social and economic benefits from 
protecting the natural environment.  
 
There are some positive signs that a number 
of Councillors are genuinely concerned 
about the natural environment and are taking 
this and their Planner’s recommendations 
into account.  Saying this, ongoing infrastruc-
ture and building developments in the region 
means vegetation is still being cleared faster 
than it is regenerating.  So the significance of 
the WPSQ Bundaberg Branch and the work 
being done by its members is as important 
now as it has been in the past.  
  
By Rick Haywood  
Bundaberg Branch WPSQ,  President 

Bundaberg Branch WPSQ 
By Rick Haywood  
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Glossy Black Cockatoo Workshop  by Glen Hastie 
 

On Sunday 10 August 22 keen bird watchers and wildlife 
lovers attended a recovery workshop for the Glossy Black 
Cockatoo at the Aldershot community hall. The guest 
speaker for the day was Adrian Caneris who gave us a 
very informative talk on the life and ecology of the  
Glossy Black. It became obvious during our talk that 
Adrian has a deep passion for these birds and is very 
keen to enlighten the public on ways to assist in the 
preservation of this species.  

These birds feed only on the 
seed cones of certain species of 
Casuarina trees, which they 
chew open with their large bills. 
Glossy Blacks are often confused 
with the Red Tailed Black Cocka-
too, but can be distinguished from these by their soft drawn out call and absence of a 
distinct crest. The female has patches of yellow on the head and neck. Feeding trees can 
be identified by numbers of Casuarina cones chewed open and dropped to the ground. 
Nesting occurs from March - August using tree hollows where the female incubates a sin-
gle egg, while being fed continuously by the male. 
 

Adrian told us about an ongoing project to educate shire councils and staff about the im-
portance of retaining Casuarina regrowth to help support Glossy Black Cockatoo feeding 
habitats. We were told how these birds can be found feeding quietly on cones in the 
heart of some of our larger coastal towns, while people and traffic pass within a 
few metres.  
 

Glossy Blacks range from near Mackay in the north to the N.S.W. and Victorian border, 
but are thought to be extinct in Victoria. There is also another small colony on Kangaroo 
Island, but overall the mainland range is declining. Therefore lies the need to bring to 
public notice the Glossy Black recovery project. So when next you are walking through a 
Casuarina grove, take some time to stop and examine those fallen she oak cones, you 
might just be lucky to find some Glossy Black discards.  
 

Thanks to Allen Peebles for the video of Glossy Blacks feeding , Adrian Caneris for his 
wonderful presentation and FC WPSQ for organising such an enjoyable event.    
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tos of and information about the birds which 
inhabit the lagoons. In addition, species la-
bels will be placed about the lagoon so visi-
tors can learn the names of the plants used 
for revegetation. Although the BMRG grant 
has come to an end, the Friends of Arkarra 
with John Eggleston as their mentor will 
maintain this "place of the black duck". Our 
Education Committee also benefited and 
two stereo microscopes have been bought 
to use with school groups when they visit 
Arkarra. 
 

 
 
Frog Survey: This project was funded by 
BMRG and the final report has been written. 
Carol who coordinated this program is to be 
congratulated. Despite the mud, mozzies 
and lack of volunteers some nights, she did 
a brilliant job. 

Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ 
By Sara Gerdsen  

Children's Programs: 
For World Environment Day, Tina and the 
Green Corp devised activities with the 
theme "CO2 Kick the Habit".  The activities 
were presented to grade 4 students from 
Sandy Straits and Torquay schools. Linda, 
Dulcie and John, who helped on the day 
reported that the day was a great success. 
(See report Page 13) 
 

Di and Sara worked with Dave Darmondy 
from the Coastal Water Quality Alliance dur-
ing the school holidays. Children attending 
Howard Vacation Care program enjoyed 
collecting samples from Maria creek and 
using the microscopes to look for macro 
invertebrates. 
 

Arkarra Wetlands: 
The signs are designed and will be installed 
soon. These signs will include coloured pho-

Tooan Tooan Creek 
Flying Fox Colony: 
In July a weeding-
working bee was held 
at the Tooan Tooan 
Creek  followed by a 
tree planting ceremony 
in remembrance of 
Tony Bradbury. Tony 
was a strong advocate 
for the Hervey Bay 
flying foxes and he will 
be sadly missed. His 
family attended the 
planting of a Moreton 
Bay Fig. 
Photo left: Pictured  is 
Tony’s brother Ross 
and FCWPSQ President 
John planting the fig. 

Here are some of the activities of our branch over the Winter months: 
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Guest Speakers: 
At our April meeting Maggie John spoke about Transition Towns. In July we held a public 
meeting where Tracey Jackson from RSPCA head office presented a most informative 
talk. (see page 14) 
 

Environmental Levy: 
Our Vice President, Joan read John's address as part of the presentation to council to en-
sure the EAC and the environmental levy continued after amalgamation. John was in Bris-
bane for preoperative tests and by the time you receive this newsletter his heart opera-
tion will be over. We all wish him a speedy recovery. 
 

Workshops and Seminars: 
Members have attended workshops on  the Richmond Birdwing Butterfly, Weed Identifi-
cation and the Glossy Black Cockatoo. This latter was a successful morning with 22 peo-
ple attending. Our short field trip didn't locate any birds or feed trees but the participants 
now know the telltale signs so hopefully more feed trees will be identified. (see page 9)  
 

Whale Festival:  
The theme for this year’s float was the effect of global warming on coral health.  To coin-
cide with the Branch applying for a Coastal Care Grant to set up a Coral Watch project in 
conjunction with the snorkeling group. Our thanks again to Carol for orchestrating all this 
and all the people involved in any way.  (see page 12 ) 
 

Award Nominations: 
The Executive have nominated The Cycle for Change event for the WPSQ public involve-
ment award. We have also nominated the stall and raffle at the Urban Wildlife forum for 
the fund-raising award.  Dave Darmondy from the Coastal Quality Water Alliance, has 
nominated The Friends of Cheelii Lagoon for a BMRG award. 

Upcoming AGM 
 Sunday 14th September  

Wongi Water Holes 
10am start 

 

Councillor Debbie Hawes will be the 
guest speaker and chair the election 
of officers bearers for the next year. 

  

Members and friends are invited to 
bring a picnic lunch. There may be 

time to canoe.  
 

Also just a reminder that we need 
people to run for office. John is look-
ing after his health and not standing 
for President. Carol is also not stand-
ing for any office. Sara's husband has 
health problems so her future activity 
is uncertain. So please consider a 
position on the next executive.  

Biosphere presentation by BRMG Com-
munications Officer, Carl Moller  as re-
ported in Wambaliman AUTUMN 2008 
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Right: Pallbearers Linda, Tina, 
John and Marie carry a coffin of 
white (bleached) coral. 

Left: The float was created by John 
Parsons, Linda Idiens, Dennis Telford, 
Carol Bussey, Erica Neate and Gae 
Poppell. John had a smoke machine 
which produced smoke from chimneys 
of a model power station seated on the 
cab of the truck. The float depicts an 
unhappy world with a hot thermometer 
representing global warming.  

Above:  
Halli and Jaimi Raveneau and 
Clay Barnes ride in the float. 

FC WPSQ’s  float in the Whale Festival,  9 August  gave the message 
“Global Warming Kills Corals" to coincide with the Branch establish-
ing the  Coral Watch project to monitor coral bleaching in the area.   
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Time-travelling scientists, giant walking dugongs and “Smiley Push Carts” were all 
part of the fun of World Environment Day 2008 at Sandy Strait State Primary School. 
On June 5, the Conservation Volunteers Australia Green Corps team joined forces 
with Year 4 teachers to host a fun-filled, educational day around the theme: “CO2 – 
Kick the Habit!” 
 

Six Year 4 classes, including a visiting group of keen, young environmentalists from 
Pialba State School, rotated through 6 activities: making recycled paper; creating a 
recycled newspaper snake; a nature hunt; “Smiley Push Cart” races making a terrar-
ium; an interactive lesson about CO2 with scientist, Joseph Priestley (the scientist 
who first identified CO2, and who amazingly, appeared through a time portal at the 
school that day….). All of the activities focused on the environmental impacts of CO2 
emissions, and the actions we can all take to help combat the issue. 
 

The day was a huge success, with smiles on 150 little faces, and a great deal was 
learned about how to reduce the amount of carbon dioxide in the environment. 
 

It was also a very rewarding experience for the Green Corps Team. So how did a day 
of working with kids compare with the planting, weeding and fencing the team were 
used to? It was agreed that this had been their most exhausting day of work so far! 
 

Many thanks to BMRG for the Dewy the Dugong suit, Leoll Barron from Marybor-
ough Technology Challenge, and WPSQ members: John and Dulcie Lennon and 
Linda Idiens  for their help on the day, and Val Richardson for sharing her paper-
making expertise with us.  

World Environment Day 

CO2: KICK THE HABIT by  
Tina Raveneau 

Environmental Law Workshop 
Report by Peter Duck 

 
On 29 June around twenty five people attended a WBBCC convened workshop on envi-
ronmental law. The workshop was delivered by Larissa Waters and Jo Bragg of the Envi-
ronmental Defenders Office. Larissa and Jo covered a wide range of topics including 
town planning, coastal protection, urban development, vegetation protection and federal 
environmental laws. Larissa and Jo adeptly covered these areas while incisively applying 
them to our local issues like Traveston. While the information was at times heavy going 
for the layperson, all attendants felt far better informed by the end of the workshop. 
Thanks to Emma-Kate, WBBCC Coordinator  for convening an enjoyable and rewarding 
afternoon. 
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In an extremely infor-
mative meeting, Tracey 
answered the queries 
asked by the public 
concerning dingoes, 
wildlife carers, desexing 
and registration of cats 
and dogs, horse rugs, 
prosecutions for cruelty 
and live sheep exports. 
 
Hervey Bay is cur-
rently serviced by an 
Inspector from Bunda-
berg and the workload 
from Hervey Bay is 
such that he spends 
one or two days per 
week here. Whilst at 
Hervey Bay we are 
very keen to have an 
Inspector for our area, 
the funding for 
RSPCA Inspectorate 
at present doesn't 
even permit Inspec-
tors for areas such as 
Mount Isa, Longreach and other areas in 
western Queensland.  
 
Inspectors deal with offences committed 
under the Animal Care and Protection Act 
and a great deal of our issues here in 
Hervey Bay are to do with injured wildlife. 
We could better address these issues by 
fundraising to provide an animal ambu-
lance for the Bundaberg / Maryborough / 
Hervey Bay region.  
 
Tracey assured the group that the 
RSPCA's website and call centre is acces-
sible 24hours a day for registering cases 
of abuse. Also, advice is obtainable from 
phoning 1300animal (1300 264 625). She 
encouraged us to find as many people as 
we could to register to become a 1300Ani-
malWildlifeHero through their website. Vol-

unteers can be anyone 
from rescuers, to carers to 
experts such as vets.  
 
Tracey spoke about the 
difference between the for-
feiture process and the 
criminal charges process. 
The forfeiture process is 
the administrative process 

to have animals who are 
the victims of animal wel-
fare offences, forfeited to 
the state so they can be 
re-homed. This is the 
process that sees ani-
mals held at shelters and 
in foster care until it's 
completed. Animals have 
to be cared for until all 
appeals were exhausted, 
before they could be de-
sexed for adoption or 
euthanised. She informed 
the audience of foster 
parenting, a very worth-
while and rewarding ex-

perience in rehabilitation. The criminal 
charges process is carried out separately 
and there is rarely ever a reason to hold an 
animal whilst this is going on. Both of these 
processes can end up in court and the 
court timetables are out of the control of 
RSPCA.  
 

Tracey told us that virtually all of the 
RSPCA funding is from donations, and 
more comprehensive services could be 
given if more of the population contributed 
to fund-raising for the Society. This can be 
achieved by making donations of goods or 
money, fundraising, volunteering, or enter-
ing into the bequest program.  
 
All of this information is available on the 
RSPCA website www.rspcaqld.org.au 
<http://www.rspcaqld.org.au/>  

RSPCA Inspector Talks to Members 
By Diane Christensen 

When the members of the 
Fraser Coast Branch 

 invited RSPCA officer 
Tracey Jackson to speak 
at their monthly meeting 

in July, they did not  
realise the scope and 

compassion shown by the  
organisation in its  

mission to prevent cruelty 
to animals. 
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Not to  be Missed!!!! 

 Jerry Coleby-Williams  
 sustainability and revegetation 

seed saving and low carbon gardening 
23rd September from 7pm - 9pm. 
"B" block lecture theatre at USQ  

no bookings necessary 

Jerry Coleby-Williams is a curator, gardener, writer, director of Seed Savers' Foundation, ex-
ecutive member of Queensland Conservation and TV presenter. Trained at the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, and former manager of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney, in 2003 Jerry retrofit-
ted 'Bellis', an old Queenslander, to create Brisbane city's sustainable house and garden. 'Bellis' 
generates solar power, harvests rainwater and during the ongoing drought has been 95% water 
secure. It also recycles its own sewage water and uses this for toilet flushing and growing or-
ganic food for its three residents.  Learn how you can live like this with low carbon garden-
ing—the gardening for  21st century living. See how this can save household bills and im-
prove your health. Jerry will explain how he practices seed saving at home, discover what carbon 
farming is about, and hear some straightforward, practical ways to live and garden with confi-
dence in the face of Peak Oil and Global Warming.  

 The River, The Bay and The Strait.  
 A forum on the downstream impacts of the Proposed Traveston Dam 

  

Hosted by The Greater Mary Association 
Invited speakers: John Sinclair, Max Winders, Roger Currie and many others. 
Venue: Hervey Bay Boat Club; 
When: Sunday, October 5, 9:30-4:30. 
Cost: $5 to cover catering 
Booking: Essential for catering. 
By email: run.mary.run@gmail.com. 
By phone: David Parkes 41255790, Carol Bussey 41295979 

DETAILS OF COMING EVENTS 

Aquaculture  in the Sandy Strait  and Hervey Bay Regions 
  

Meetings put on by the DPI: 
September 3   7-10 pm         Hervey Bay  - Kondari Resort 
September 4   2- 5 pm          Maryborough— Comfort Inn Blue Shades 
September 4   7-10 pm        Maryborough— Comfort Inn Blue Shades 
September 9   2-5 pm          Hervey Bay— Kondari REsort 
  

To obtain copy of plan  13 25 23 or visit website www.dpi.qld.gov.au/fishweb. 
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BIRDWING BUTTERFLY PROJECT 
 

By John Eggleston 

The Fraser Coast region 
was the northern limit of 
the Richmond Birdwing 
Butterfly. However, it is a 
long time since the butter-
flies frequented the Hervey 
Bay and Maryborough ar-
eas as  the rainforests that 
once supported the vine 
that is the sole food of the 
butterfly’s larvae have long 
since been destroyed. 

Although neither the butterfly nor the vine that supports them can any longer  be 
found in the area, scientists have  concluded that both would have occurred here and I 
have been able to provide fairly conclusive proof in support of that conclusion. 
 

Before I came to Hervey Bay, I was aware of the Birdwing Butterfly and the vine it is 
associated with and the project that was underway to try and ensure the future for this 
beautiful endangered butterfly.  When I arrived in Hervey Bay in 1988 and embarked 
on my rainforest restoration project on part of what had been a sugarcane and pineap-
ple farm in the Dundowran Beach area, some of the original plants I put in were of 
the vine Pararistolochia praevnosa, the Birdwing Butterfly Vine that I had grown 
from seed collected from a vine growing in the Bauple area, which is currently the 
most northerly natural occurrence of both the vine and the butterfly. 
 

Over the succeeding years the vines grew well in spite of the drought conditions that 
had set in soon after I had commenced the project.  In the fullness of time, these vines 
began to flower and to my surprise produce fruit that were full of fertile seed.  This I 
hadn’t expected, for I was aware of the critical relationship between these vines and a 
tiny ground mite that lives in the forest litter, on which the vines rely to fertilize their 
flowers.  As it had been so long since the vines had been growing in the area I didn’t 
think that the mite would still be around, but it was, it had survived and here was the 
living proof. 
 

The Double Helix project is a CSIRO sponsored project initiated to try and ensure the 
survival of the Richmond Birdwing Butterfly and to reintroduce it into all regions 
where it once occurred.  This is a project that I whole-heartedly supported and I set 
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  The following article was submitted by 
Rick Haywood, Bundaberg, WPSQ 
Setae Under the Foot of a Gecko 

This image shows the fine setae under 
the foot of a gecko which provides it with 
the incredible ability to walk on smooth 
surfaces.  In this fascinating image, the 
self cleaning structures are cleaning a 
particle of dirt, shown in yellow, from 
the pad.  
This image was taken by Mr Vijay Bandu 
and Mr Tony Bruton from the Centre for 
Electron Microscopy at the Pietermaritz-
burg Campus of the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa, and 
scooped the runner-up award in the Sci-
ence Close-up Category of the fifth 
round of the SA Science Lens Competi-
tion.  It is a unique competition that 
“encourages amateur and professional 
photographers to enter their attention-
grabbing images that give insight to the 
world of science and technology and the 
workings of nature”. 

out to take part in it.  The ground work that 
I undertook here not only showed that the 
vines would grow very well, but that they 
also belonged here.  A move is currently 
underway to start a branch of the Double 
Helix club in the local area to get people to 
grow the Birdwing Butterfly Vine and get 
rid of the introduced Dutchman’s Pipe vine, 
which is closely related to the Pararis-
tolochia and is eaten by the caterpillars of 
the Birdwing Butterfly.  This vine is deadly 
poisonous to these caterpillars and needs to 
be got rid of before the beautiful Richmond 
Birdwing Butterfly can be reintroduced into 
our area. 
 

A few years ago a volunteer group called 
the Plant Propagators, was started in Hervey 
Bay by a member of Council staff, with the 
aim  of utilizing old disused Council 
nursery facilities to grow indigenous native 
plants of the region for use in all 
revegetation projects being undertaken in 
the region.  I was asked to join this group to 
act as their horticultural advisor. The group 
is supported by Council and has been 
successful beyond all expectations.  A large 
number of plants of Pararistolochia 
praevnosa are currently being grown by the  
group and these will be available free of 
charge to anyone wishing to take part in the 
Double Helix project and grow these vines 
for the Birdwing Butterfly.  

Flower and leaf of  
Pararistolochia praevnosa 

Geckos have no difficulty mastering vertical 
walls and are apparently capable of adhering 
themselves to just about any surface. The 5-
toed feet of a gecko are covered with elastic 
hairs (or bristles) called setae and the end of 
these hairs are split into so-called spatulas 
(no doubt because they carry a resemblance 
to actual spatulas). The sheer abundance and 
proximity to the surface of these spatulas 
make it sufficient for forces alone to provide 
the required adhesive strength. 
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“Population growth is  
behind almost every  

environmental issue..” 
By Ian Richards 

 
I read a disturbing editorial in the Weekend Aus-
tralian recently (26 July). It was attacking those 
who suggest that Australia must stabilise or even 
reduce its population, describing them as “hair-
shirted activists”. Not unexpectedly the flagship 
Murdoch newspaper was endorsing the prevailing 
neoliberal doctrine of growth at any cost, and 
since Australia has largely failed to achieve sig-
nificant recent productivity gains, growth comes 
mostly from more people. 
 

The editorial was in the context of an emissions 
trading scheme to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions. This debate is littered with economic 
dogma that somehow believes that the market 
can be used to reduce carbon dioxide emissions. 
With a likely but inadequate goal of a 50% reduc-
tion of emissions by 2050, it is important to under-
stand that by then Australia’s population could 
reach 30 million so we will need a 70% per per-
son reduction in emissions, clearly a massive 
challenge. 
 

It really is difficult to see the logic of those who 
demand that we keep increasing the population 
yet the “populate or perish” doctrine of the post 
war years persists today in the form of the 
“growth at any cost” doctrine. Foolish policies 
such as the baby bonus are taking us in exactly 
the wrong direction. 
 

There is a tendency for people to simplistically 
think that because China has 1.4 billion people 
and is about the same size as Australia that our 
meagre 21 million souls must be well short of our 
continent’s carrying capacity. But Australia is not 
China, either geographically or culturally. Indeed 
there are people far more qualified than me who 
are seriously suggesting that the combined ef-
fects of drought, climate change, land degrada-
tion and reduced energy availability will mean that 
Australia may become a net importer of food 
within a few decades. Scaremongering? Perhaps, 
but even at its peak of agricultural production 
Australia could only feed about 80 million people, 
and that figure has almost halved over recent 
years. 

As we look more locally we can see population 
behind almost every environmental issue on our 
agenda. New dams to supply water for more peo-
ple or for agriculture to feed more people. Land 
clearing for agriculture to feed more people. Land 
clearing and coastal habitat loss for housing es-
tates to house more people. Meanwhile we live in 
a region where successive local governments 
seem transfixed on the perceived benefits of 
rapid growth, with their developer friendly policies 
and advertising campaigns to attract more and 
more people. 
 

I have asked local councillors in Hervey Bay what 
might be a good maximum size for the city. Some 
have suggested 100,000 people. But they have 
no understanding of the simple arithmetic and the 
implications of what they are doing. With close to 
the highest growth rate of any city in Australia 
(almost 5% per year) Hervey Bay’s population 
doubles every 14 years. If that growth rates is 
maintained we will fly past 100,000 by about 
2020 and reach 300,000 by mid century. This is 
just Hervey Bay, not Maryborough and the rest of 
the Fraser Coast! 
 

People may challenge such figures and say it 
won’t happen – the economy will slow (as it is 
doing). But that has implications also because 
Hervey Bay, like other high growth centres, is 
deeply dependent on the development industry 
and when it stops, as it inevitably will, there are 
social issues and infrastructure costs to deal with. 
Yet our councils continue to drive growth like 
there is no tomorrow when in fact they should be 
putting policies in place to manage the population 
growth towards a stable level. We need clear 
population stabilisation targets locally and at the 
state and national levels and well considered 
policies to achieve those targets. 
 

I’m not necessarily talking about a population 
cap, which is a fairly blunt policy instrument that 
can lead to elitism. Local councils can afford to 
have tighter development controls and higher 
development charges in order to ensure develop-
ment is of the highest quality, something that it is 
clearly not at this time. We can afford to set aside 
larger green spaces and corridors because we 
should know that there is more than enough land 
for development once we accept that the popula-
tion level needs to be stabilised. And we need 
proper leadership on the issue of population pol-
icy from the state and federal level to back up the 
local policies.  

Members have their say……………. 
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Looking at the 
Big Picture 

By Merike Johnson 
 
There are so many wrongs in this world. 
Every day reading the newspaper I say to 
myself, I must write a letter or take action 
about another issue. I admire people who 
can devote themselves to just one cause, 
and I personally know people who have 
devoted their life to saving just one area of 
forest or a river gorge. Of course I have 
supported their campaigns but unfortu-
nately for me I am a “big picture” person, I 
am not content with just “rehabilitating” a 
few meters of river-bank when upstream or 
downstream the river-bank is being cleared 
for housing developments. Nor can I get 
enthusiastic about changing showerheads 
or light bulbs or even lowering car tyre 
pressures, as a way of “stopping climate 
change” (gawd! does anyone really believe 
it? Nevertheless these things are commend-
able for conserving limited resources) when 
I know that climate change is a natural 
event and that the “catastrophic tipping 
point” is when the escalating human popu-
lation growth curve reaches “the plateau”, 
and we know what happens to population 
plagues when the resources run out, there is 
a sudden dramatic drop in the curve due to 
mass death of the population. 
 
Human rights are probably my main con-
cern - refugee rights; women’s abortion 
rights (do you know that as a nation we re-
fuse to save thousands of women from in-
jury and death by an AusAid ban on fund-
ing for overseas organizations that provide, 
recommend or even supply information on 
contraception and abortion!); then there is 

the fight for my right as an intelligent per-
son to decide when I need help to die with 
dignity. And there is Tibet! Fifty years ago 
I was appalled by the Chinese invasion of 
Tibet, they called out for the world to help 
them and no one did, it seems not much has 
changed. 
 
There are the “public rights” issues: I am 
glad I climbed Ayers Rock and explored the 
Olgas before they were handed over to the 
Aborigines. I feel very strongly about pub-
lic rights to access wonderful places in Aus-
tralia and the world. We are all human be-
ings living on this little planet. No one 
should have exclusive rights to beaches, 
mountains, rivers, valleys etc (remember 
the Rules Beach fiasco!?). I do not agree 
with the juvenile concept of “secret places”, 
just one example, along the Canning Stock 
Route in WA the Calvert Range is now out 
of bounds to travelers because some Abo-
rigines claim “ownership” of the area. Ex-
cuse me, but the Calvert Range was there 
long before the Aborigines came there. Of 
course we respect and appreciate cultural 
artifacts, but this can be done without re-
stricting the majority of people from seeing 
them. (It’s like going to Paris and not being 
allowed to see the Eiffel Tower!).  
 
Then there is the issue of the starving din-
goes on Fraser Island and the fences (I have 
been there) – the EPA is obviously hope-
less, where are the WPS and the RSPCA? 
And the destructive  “prescribed burning” 
of the bush, which the “conservation move-
ment” is strangely silent about. 
  
Oh dear, there are so many issues. The 
WBBCC needs to rethink what its purpose 
is in the current political climate.  

Members have their say……………. 
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Weeds by Emma-Kate Currie. 
So we’ve all got weeds. They’re everywhere! But 
should we be using harmful chemicals to eradi-
cate them or should we be looking at safer alter-
natives to remove them? We know that the Agri-
cultural Industries use of chemicals (pesticide, 
herbicide, fungicide and fertilizer), has resulted in 
toxic runoff that has polluted our water ways, 
killed the soil, contaminated our food and created 
illness in our population. Most people, especially 
in the environment movement, are quite aware 
of this fact. So having said that, I can’t help but 
ask this question? Why is the environmental sec-
tor quite happily using Roundup and other herbi-
cides to poison weeds? I know there are many 
reasons and excuses for this, but I truly believe 
that people have been brainwashed into thinking 
it is safe, especially for frogs, but consider these 
facts. 
 

In 2005 Rick Relyea, assistant Prof of Biology 
(University of Pittsberg, America), conducted a 
field experiment to study the effects of pesticides 
on non-target organisms.  After applying the 
manufacturers recommended dose of two insecti-
cides and two herbicides (including Roundup), he 
noticed that the Roundup had caused a 70% 
decline in amphibian biodiversity and an 86% 
decline in total mass of tadpoles. “The most 
shocking thing to come out of this is that some-
thing designed to kill plants, was extremely lethal 
to amphibians” he said. Relyea added the 
roundup to the ponds at the Uni’s Ecology lab 
and returned the next day to observe the out-
come and discovered dead tadpoles lying all over 
the bottom. Previous research had found that the 
lethal ingredient was not the Glyphosate but the 
surfactant (polyethoxylated tallowamine) that 
allows the herbicide to penetrate the waxy sur-
faces of plants. 
 

In 1997, Australian Rye Grass became the worlds 
first confirmed case of absolute resistance to 
Monsanto Roundup. It occurred on a farm near 
Echuca, Northern Victoria. The farmer, Derek 
Barnstable, had sprayed the field to clear it of 
weeds before planting the crop, like he had done 
for the last 10 years. “When I came back approx 
3 weeks later, I saw these very isolated plants 
that were absolutely still thriving. Everything else 
around them was dead but because they had 

access to fertile soil and plenty of moisture, the 
plants had reached gigantic proportions on an 
individual basis”. 
 

So it seems that not only is Roundup and its com-
petitive products, actually very harmful to am-
phibians (which directly contradicts its so called 
‘frog friendly’ status), but its also proving to be 
useless in the fight against weeds in the long run. 
Now don’t get me wrong here, I am not disputing 
that weeds cause havoc to the natural environ-
ment, but we really need to be looking at more 
reliable and less damaging alternatives. And let’s 
get one thing straight. NO MANUFACTURED 
CHEMICAL OR POISON IS SAFE! That’s why is 
has a sign that says ‘poison’ on the front of the 
bottle.  
 

Let us then look at the issue of the weeds them-
selves. Weeds are a nuisance, everyone will 
agree on that and in some instances they have 
had a huge impact on vegetation, but I do won-
der if we’ve blown this issue slightly out of pro-
portion. Have weeds caused as much damage as 
we human beings have to this country in just 
over 200 years? More than cows or sheep? More 
than the broad scale clearing that has stripped 
this country almost bare? And we mustn’t forget 
that weeds only thrive where the vegetation has 
been disturbed or removed altogether. For in-
stance look at the ‘dreaded Camphor Laurel’. It’s 
listed as a noxious weed in many parts of NSW 
and QLD and seen to be of a significant threat to 
rainforests but everyone seems to have over-
looked the fact that they are only thriving due to 
the vast removal of vegetation in those areas in 
the last 100 years. There is now research to sug-
gest that the Camphor Laurel itself may be of 
great assistance in the restoration of rainforests.  
 

A paper prepared by Rainforest CRC, Griffith Uni 
and Big Scrub Rainforest Landcare Group, found 
that: Three ecological features of Camphor Laurel 
patches facilitate rainforest regrowth because 
they  a) attract frugivorous birds that disperse 
seeds of rainforest plants  b) have a dense can-
opy that shades out grasses and herbaceous 
plants which are otherwise likely to inhibit seed-
lings of rainforest plants and  c) the canopy and 
leaf litter layer may further contribute to regrowth 
by creating a microclimate suitable for the germi-
nation and establishment of rainforest plants. 
The research suggested that there is the potential 

Members have their say……………. 

Continued page 23 



21 

 
 “The MEMBER is our greatest asset.”  by Carol Bussey 
 
Some organizations such as Greenpeace and WWF have successful campaigns but 
what they want from their customers is financial support. 
 

However, I, like many conservationists, can only contribute my time and effort for na-
ture conservation. 
 

Therefore, as well as recruiting members, we have to realise that THE MEMBER is our 
greatest – and, in fact, our only – asset.  I have just checked the data from last year. We 
recruited 11 members but we lost 9 members. Therefore, we need to keep putting water 
in the bucket but we also have to plug up the leaks! 
 

What do our new members expect?  Are we helping them achieve what they joined the 
group for? 
 

We have all seen groups fail because they have neglected their members by not being 
democratic or by failing to keep people involved or by boring them to death at meet-
ings or by allowing vicious infighting. 
 

•     Democracy: All actions need to be scrutinised and voted on by the group.  Ex-
ecutive makes minor and urgent decisions.  

•     Communication: Members need to be kept informed about what the branch is 
doing. They also need to know about other events they might be interested in. 
The internet has facilitated this.Non-email members need to be kept informed. 
Postage is a necessary expense – as Sara knows!  

•     Communication the other way: Members should feel free to contact their ex-
ecutive.  

•     Teamwork: Members can get to know each other and contribute to the success 
of a project. The Whale Festival float was a perfect example.  

•     Education: We need to provide interesting speakers for our meetings, outings 
to learn about natural areas and an informative newsletter.  

•     Meetings: Streamlined!  As many members as possible need to contribute to 
the meeting.  

•     Socialising: Barbeques, cups of tea, outings, all help members to get to know 
each other. Also to celebrate what has been achieved.  

•     Consideration: One thing that can happen at meetings of any club  is that emo-
tion can take over and members can become abusive. We must always be on 
guard not to belittle others views and ideas. We are a broad church and en-
compass many views and have to respect each other. 

  
However, one thing I’ve learned is no matter how hard you try, it only takes a small 
thing to cause a member to drop out. None of us are perfect and we need feedback from 
members to tell us – politely, I hope – how we can make things better.  

Members have their say……………. 
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feels that the people involved in these projects 
were some of the pioneers of the bush regen-
eration industry in Queensland. She stresses 
that an understanding of ecology is needed in 
order to regenerate an area to a functioning 
bushland, as well as the consideration of hu-
man interaction (location of paths, signage 
etc). 
 

In 1996 Marilyn made the “tree change” from 
Brisbane to her property at Gootchie. Here 
she was able to enjoy the beautiful bush sur-
roundings and abundant, diverse bird life in 
her own backyard. She is a member of the 
Maryborough Birdwatchers group and over 
the years has welcomed the group on several 
occasions to her property for bird-watching 
excursions.  
 

1998 saw Marilyn become one of the founding 
members of Tiaro Landcare and she is cur-
rently its President. She says that her 14 
years work with Greening Australia and a life-
time interest in horticulture have come to-
gether in her passion for balancing conserva-
tion and production. Marilyn feels that this is 
why she is very active in Tiaro Landcare and 
derives so much satisfaction from her work 
with the group.  

When I asked Marilyn how long she had 
been interested in plants, she responded 
(with a chuckle) “Since I was about three 
years old!” She remembers that most 
photographs of her as a small child 
showed her looking at or holding flowers 
and plants. Marilyn was born and raised 
in Maryborough – the eldest of five chil-
dren. She always enjoyed camping and 
the outdoors in her formative years.  
 

I first met Marilyn in the early 1980s when 
we were both living in Brisbane. I was im-
pressed with her infectious enthusiasm for 
and knowledge of native plants and ani-
mals (especially birds). Marilyn has al-
ways had a keen interest in growing 
plants and was a member of the Society 
for Growing Australian Plants (SGAP) 
Qld, and Brisbane Organic Growers 
(BOG) around that time. 
 

In 1990 Marilyn started to work as a vol-
unteer for Greening Australia (which she 
later joined) doing bush regeneration work 
in Brisbane. Similarly, a few years later, 
the Brisbane City Council began manag-
ing bushland areas in Brisbane. Marilyn 

VOLUNTEER PROFILE 

Andrea van Kampen talks to 
MARILYN CONNELL 
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Marilyn has been actively involved in the 
Tiaro Landcare Field Days. These have 
been very successful, attracting up to a thou-
sand visitors. She is particularly proud of the 
educational aspects that the group is able to 
offer the public – animal husbandry, horticul-
ture, education about native flora and fauna, 
weed identification and management. Very 
much a “people person”, Marilyn has a pas-
sion for working with the community to make 
scientific knowledge understandable and 
available to the everyday person. 
  
The Mary River Turtle project has been an 
ongoing activity for Tiaro Landcare since 
2001 and Marilyn has been a key figure in it. 
Part of her work involved kayaking the length 
of the Mary River starting from upstream of 
Kenilworth (Cambroon) down to the barrage. 
This was to assess and map suitable nesting 
sites for the Mary River Turtle. Some of the 
fringe benefits of this job included great op-
portunities to see birds like little pied cormo-
rants at close range. 
 

Marilyn is very enthusiastic about a soon to 
be published booklet about the Mary River 
Turtle which she collaborated with others in 
writing. The booklet “Yesterday, Today, To-
morrow” is to be launched in November in 
Tiaro. It tells the fascinating story of the hu-
man face of the discovery and conservation 
of the endangered Mary River Turtle.  
 
A member of the Wide Bay Burnett Conser-
vation Council for many years, Marilyn 
played a big part in organising the very suc-
cessful “Bush Tucker Feast” on 20th August 
2000 to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the 
formation of the group. The event was held 
at Rachel Hill’s property near Rosedale and 
was greatly appreciated by the members 
who attended. 
 
Marilyn works as an environmental consult-
ant. When time allows she enjoys playing 
tennis, camping, bird-watching and garden-
ing. Marilyn demonstrates her commitment 
to balancing production and conservation, by 
living on solar power over the last 12 years 
on her Gootchie property and is not con-
nected to the electricity grid.  

Weeds continued from page 20 
to manage Camphor Laurel regrowth to facili-
tate rainforest regeneration over large areas 
especially where strategic reforestation will be 
beneficial for example, increasing total rainfor-
est cover providing linkages between areas of 
remnant forest. 
 

So it looks like there may be a place for weeds 
after all. I think (and this is just my uneducated 
observation) that we (the environmental sector) 
really need to be reevaluating our current think-
ing and perceptions about weeds and the way 
in which we go about removing them. When I 
first moved into my house 3 years ago, the back 
yard was infested with those nasty little bindi 
eye weeds, you know those one’s with the 
barbs so small you can’t even see them when 
they impregnate themselves into your feet? 
They were down right annoying especially when 
you have a toddler running around! Roundup 
was not an option for me because I’ve worked 
on farms where the risk of chemical exposure is 
high and as a result, have suffered sinus prob-
lems ever since. Over the space of 2 months, 
we pulled out nearly every last one of them 
with leather gloves and a kitchen fork. I will 
admit, it was tedious, but for the last 2 winters 
they have hardly grown back and no longer 
need pulling every year. Removing weeds by 
hand, though it may take a lot longer and re-
quire more hand power, does in many cases 
solve the problem more efficiently in the long 
term as the need to poison the same spot every 
year is eliminated. Trust me, it’s a better result 
in the long run and it’s better for the environ-
ment and your health. 
 

The big issue I am addressing here is that poi-
son is not safe and in my opinion has absolutely 
no place in the preservation of the environment. 
I could’ve continued this article and included 
literally hundreds of references but I needed to 
keep it readable. Overall, it’s just some food for 
thought.  
 

1 Paper titled ‘ The impact of Insecticides and Herbi-
cides on the Biodiversity and Productivity of  
Aquatic Communities’ published in the Journal ‘ 
Ecological Applications’  
2 Matt Brown/Weed world-Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation 14 Sep 1997 
3 Paper prepared by Wendy Nellan, Carla Catterall, 
John Kanawski and Stephen McKenna with support 
from Rainforest CRC and Griffith University Com-
munity Partnerships. 
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WBBCC  
MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

 
 

  
The quarterly newsletter “WAMBALIMAN”  

is included in membership with multiple copies 
for associations by arrangement. 

 

I wish to join / renew my membership with 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council Inc. 

 

Membership:           $____________ 
 
Donation*:               $____________ 
 
TOTAL                    $____________ 

 
NAME………………………………………… 
 
ADDRESS……………………………………. 
 
…………………………………...……………. 
 
Phone: . ……………………………………… 
 
Email:………………………………………… 
 
SIGNED ………………...……………………       
 
Date .........................……………..………….. 
 
Please return to: 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council 
PO Box 694 
MARYBOROUGH Qld 4650 
 

*Donation is a gift to WBBCC Inc. Public Fund. 
WBBCC Inc. is an endorsed deductible gift recipient 
on the Register of Environmental Organisations 
under the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997. Dona-
tions of $2 or more are tax deductible. 

Date Claimers 

Annual Membership 
Single              $ 15.00 
Family group  $ 20.00 
Associations   $ 30.00 

Not to  be Missed!!!! 
 Jerry Coleby-Williams  
 sustainability & revegetation 
seed saving & low carbon gardening 
23rd September from 7pm - 9pm. 
"B" block lecture theatre at USQ  

no bookings necessary 

Aquaculture in the Sandy 
Strait & Hervey Bay Regions 

 Meetings put on by the DPI: 
September 3          7-10 pm Hervey Bay  
September 4          2- 5 pm  Maryborough 
September 4          7-10 pm  Maryborough 
September 9          2-5 pm  Hervey Bay  

 The River, The Bay &The Strait.  
 A forum on the downstream  

impacts of the Proposed Traveston Dam 
The Greater Mary Association 
Sunday, 5 October  9:30-4:30. 

FC WPSQ  AGM 
 Sunday 14th September  

Wongi Water Holes 10am start 
 

Councillor Debbie Hawes will be the 
guest speaker and chair the election of 

officers bearers for the next year. 
 

Members and friends are invited  

For more details see page 15 

NO DAM for BAFFLE CREEK 
COMMUNITY ACTION DAY 

Saturday 23 August 
Rosedale Community Hall 

Donna: spacefrogs@bigpond.com 
Greg: gregrealf@gladstoneregion.org.au 

MRCCC celebrates  
National Threatened Species Day 
“Living with Wildlife” Forum  

Sunday 7 September 2008  9:00am-4:00pm 
Top speakers  $11.00 includes food 

 Albert Park Bowls Club, River Rd, Gympie. .  
Call 07 5482 4766 to register and for more info 


