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The newsletter of the  
Bundaberg and Fraser Coast Branches, 

Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland  
and the  

Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council 

 

Wambaliman, since July 1967   
In the language of the Kabi Tribe which occupied the land from Maleny to Howard, 

including Fraser Island and all the territory drained by the Mary, Burrum,  
Mooloolah, Maroochy and Noosa River systems, “wambaliman” means  simply “carry”.   
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Editor’s note. I received  several articles and many photos and I am sorry if some have not 
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no book review. Please note you may send contributions to my home email (see below). 

Next issue…… 
We welcome contributions from  members. We have a “members 
have their say” for any letters, be it in response to an article, telling 
us something of interest or giving your opinion.  Send contributions 
by email to duckz@bigpond.net.au or post, PO Box 694 Maryborough. 
Submissions for Spring Wambaliman 2007  due by the start of November 2007. 

Winter 2007 
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Wide Bay Burnett Eco Project 
Early this year a subcommittee of interested 
parties was established with a view to pub-
lishing a tabloid sized newsletter for distribu-
tion to the wider community, featuring arti-
cles that would encourage an ecologically 
sustainable lifestyle. This newsletter would 
be modeled on the Sunshine Coast Eco pro-
duced by the Sunshine Coast Environment 
Council, and would be called Wide Bay Bur-
nett Eco. Significant planning has pro-
gressed this year. A printer that will be able 
to meet the requirement of soy based ink on 
recycled paper has been found, as has a jour-
nalist with experience with a similar maga-
zine. The content of the first issue has been 
decided and it is hoped that advertising can 
be sought to help fund this ambitious project. 
 

The project was initiated by member, Carol 
Bussey. Her enthusiasm and energy has en-
abled the project to get to the “reality” stage.  
 

WBBCC Coordinator Tanya Simpson and 
members of the Management Committee met 
with Alana White (Burnett Mary Regional 
Group) and Deborah Seal (Mary River 
Catchment Coordinating Committee) on Fri-
day 17 August. The meeting was to discuss 
projects currently being undertaken or 
planned, and what funding may be available 
through BMRG. The Management Commit-
tee is particularly interested in exploring 
funding opportunities for the first edition of  
the Wide Bay Burnett Eco. 

Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council Reports…………... 

New Coordinator for WBBCC 
It is with great pleasure that we welcome 
Tanya Simpson to the position of WBBCC 
Coordinator. Those of us who were present 
at our last general meeting  and met Tanya 
were impressed with her enthusiasm and 
commitment. Welcome Tanya and all the 
best!  We look forward to hearing from you 
in our next Wambaliman! 

Welcome to WBBCC! 
At the WBBCC Management Commit-
tee Meeting on  22 July new members, 
James & Anne Leddy and Tony & 
Heather Bradbury were accepted.  

 

Great Show for General Meeting 
 

As advertised, Dr. Kevin Wormington,  
Researcher in Terrestrial Biodiversity 
at Central Queensland University was 

our guest speaker at the general meet-
ing held on July 22 at the Neighborhood 

Centre in Maryborough. 
 
 

About  20 people attended and viewed 
beautiful slides and learnt much about 
our tree hollow dependent wildlife and  
their habitat. 
Australia wide, 42% of mammals, 17-21% 
of birds and 28% of reptiles and am-
phibians are dependent on or use tree 
hollows. In SE Queensland there are 13 
species of non-flying mammals, 63 spe-
cies of birds, 23 species of micro-bats 
and 35 species of amphibians and rep-
tiles requiring either hollow bearing 
trees or fallen  hollow logs. It takes 
from 150 years for fast growing trees & 
over 200 years for slow growing trees to 
form even small hollows. It is  absolutely  
imperative we protect our old growth 
forests to give the species a chance.  

It is with regret that resignations from 
both WBBCC vice presidents have been 
received .  If anyone is interested in fill-
ing these positions please let us know! 
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My childhood was spent on the 
Camden Haven estuary, the town 
is Laurieton, on the mid north 
coast of NSW. I grew up in the 
1940s and ’50s surrounded by an 
abundance of all our native ani-
mals and bush. There was an 
abundance of all creatures;  in-
sects, frogs, snakes, birds, mam-
mals and marine life, but few peo-
ple and little wealth. That idyllic 
environment has been reversed in 
my life time. The Snapper Boats 
trapped fish at sea using traps 
made from Loya cane cut from the 
pockets of rainforest behind the 
South Beach. That area is now the 
Crowdy Head National Park, vir-

tually devoid of Loya vines and Christmas Bells. The Christmas Bell Plain, some 2000 
hectares of sand - wallum, was a mass of these and other wild flowers in December, but 
some one got permission to “market” them and teams of aboriginals were “employed” to 
pluck them. The 9kms of beach had banks of pippies / eugaries - hundreds of metres con-
taining millions of these bivalves. Along came ETA and started “mining” them to make 
fish paste!! The mining operation was a horse pulling a single furrow mouldboard plough 
being followed by aborigines putting the pippies into corn sacks.  
 
1954 was a big year; we got electricity, I started High School at the nearby town of 
Kendall, got my first pair of shoes, and at age 12 went to sea to begin learning to be a 
fisherman. Alas, in 1956 a new Headmaster convinced my parents that I should sit for 
bursaries and scholarships to go on, and away, to boarding school to do the Leaving Cer-
tificate. At age 28 in 1969, a local fisherman asked me in all sincerity  “What school are 
you going to now, Tim?” He was almost right as apart from 1961, when I had a year 
away from Rural Science at UNE (Armidale) and worked at Island Bend on the Snowy 
River Scheme, and 2 years working for CSIRO Division of Animal Genetics at Rock-
hampton, building an energy metabolism chamber for cattle, I was at “school”. This in-

Introducing himself…….... 
WBBCC’s  new President  Tim Thornton 

For as long as I can remember I have been 
interested in nature and particularly in birds. 

Continued over 
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cluded my PhD and lecturer years at the 
Institute of Agriculture, UWA. 
 

 In 1969, my last year in Perth, I met Dom 
Serventy (arguably one of Australia’s 
greatest ornithologists and biologists). I 
spent Saturday afternoons listening to him 
read poetry (he had a speech impediment 
that stopped him speaking publicly; a role 
his brother Vincent excelled in) and watch-
ing waders at Pelican Point at Crawley Bay 
on the Swan. Through all these years of 
“school” I had maintained my interest in 
birds, but Dom said “I had to immerse my-
self in the wonders of birds”. 
 

So as soon as I was settled into my first 
proper job researching “the intake and di-
gestibility of tropical pastures” as OIC of 
the CSIRO’s Cooper Laboratory at Lawes, 
in the grounds of the Gatton Agricultural 
College, I began a banding project on 
“Finches of the Lockyer Valley” as a week-
end activity in 1970. Somehow, the Queen-
sland Ornithological Society (now Birds 
Queensland) heard of my project and asked 
me to give a talk on at one of their meet-
ings in Brisbane. There I met legendary 
figures in Queensland ornithology, such as 
JD McDonald, Ian Venables and Jiro Ki-
kawa, and was asked to take on the role of 
Conservation Officer for the “fledgling 
QOS”.  
 

This was my first foray into the world of 
conservation / environmental preserva-
tion. We had great battles with National 
Parks over shooting of ducks and snipe 
and laid the foundations for the current 
total ban; we were able to influence the 
drafting of the Flora and Fauna Conser-
vation Act of 1974 (revised in 1994) and 
joined Judith Wright and John Sinclair 
in “the battle for Fraser Island”.  
 

These were very heady times for me as I 
was also protesting on the streets against 
the Bjelke Petersen Government (the 

Springbok riots) and the Vietnam War, 
while working for the election of the 
Whitlam government. 
 

This all came to a stop on the afternoon of 
New Year’s Eve 1975 when the whole 
Thornton family were involved in a horren-
dous car accident. I escaped with only mi-
nor injuries, but my wife Margaret was 
killed and my  four children, aged from 5 to 
11, were all severely injured. 
 

In December 1976 we moved from our 
farm at Tallegalla to a dairy farm at 
Eagleby, as my solution to my problems 
was to work from daylight to dark. I had 
transferred to CSIRO’s Division of Food 
Research at the Meat Research Laboratory 
at Cannon Hill in 1972, to study the control 
and regulation of body composition in farm 
animals. All of this work meant I gave up 
all public life (apart from the CSIRO’s Of-
ficers Association) and concentrated on 
building my research career with CSIRO 
and my dairy farm. By 1986 we had amal-
gamated our farm, but the enterprise was 
spread too thin and I was forced to sell our 
dairy enterprise, quota and cows, and sec-
ond farm at Lower Mt.Walker.  
 

The dark clouds of Government cutbacks to 
CSIRO were growing and this was restrict-
ing my research, so I left CSIRO at the end 
of 1989 to join the Australian Meat and 
Livestock Corporation as Head of the Tech-
nical Division. In 1990 the Japanese Con-
sortium who owned Lone Pine Koala Sanc-
tuary bought the farm at Eagleby so, now 
that I was cashed up, I pursued my boyhood 
dream of building a yacht and living at sea. 
On my 50th birthday in December 1991 I 
retired from the work force to become a 
“grottie yachtie”.  
 

It was on the catamaran Quoll that I sailed 
into the Burrum in September 1994. I had 
already bought the block which was the 
junction of the Burrum & Cherwell Rivers 
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in December 1993 and now I had a place to 
“summer over” from the threat of cyclones.  
 

On one of these occasions in 1996 I heard 
about the activities of the local wildlife 
group and I went over to Hervey Bay to an 
evening meeting. The President was an eld-
erly grandmother like figure, but Joan 
Coutts reminded me of a similar lady friend 
of mine from the “bird world”, Molly Craw-
ford. Molly had saved the Mount Etna caves 
and their resident and migratory bats. I was 
reluctant to get involved in local affairs, as 
my life at sea was one of great freedom, but 
Joan inspired me to join the group. 
 I built a house on the block over the winter 
1997, but continued to live aboard Quoll.   

Back on the Burrum in November 1999, I 
learnt of a proposal to build a prawn 
farm on the river. After finding the exact 
location of the proposal I called a public 
meeting on the deck of my house and 
some 70 people turned up to my unoccu-
pied home (I couldn’t even offer anyone a 
glass of water or  chair). Out of that meeting 
came the Friends of the Burrum River Sys-
tem Group with Jim Moore elected President 
and his wife, Louise, Secretary. Against for-
midable opposition from No Stop Pty Ltd, 
the Chamber of Commerce, Hervey Bay 
City Council and State Government 
Agencies, we stopped the development. 

 I became President of the group in 2001 
and have represented the WLPFC and the 
FBRSG on Wide Bay Water’s Environ-
mental Focus Group and the Hervey Bay 
City Council’s Environmental Advisory 
Committee. In 2004, the junction of the 
Burrum and Cherwell Rivers became the 
Point Nature Refuge and I was elected as 
the Community / Conservation Director on 
the Board of the BMRG. My life came to 
another dead halt in November of that year 
when I was rushed to Hervey Bay Hospital 
and found to have cancer of the colon; 3 
days later the cancer and half my colon 
was surgically removed and I faced 6 
months of debilitating chemotherapy in 
2005. 
 

In mid 2006, now fully recovered, and 
back from 5 months in the Philippines 
with my wife Sol, I threw my hat in the 
ring for Chairman of the BMRG, but my 
fellow Board members chose an outsider. 
The Council of the Nature Refuge Land-
owners Association (NaRLA) asked me to 
come on board and I accepted. Towards 
the end of that year I had a call from Pam 
Soper and my involvement in the WBBCC 
was to begin.  
 

Together, we can plan a future, but life has 
shown me, we can’t control it.  
Written by Dr Tim Thornton, August 15 2007 

Continued page 15 

 

CITIES BUILT ON WETLANDS 
By Merike Johnson 

This is an extract from a report I am writing called "The Wetland Story", 
funded by the Burnett Mary Regional Group. 

 

It is not often realised that many of the world's cities have been built on swamps. 
London, Paris, New York, Amsterdam, Venice, St Petersburg, Bangkok, New 
Orleans, Christchurch, Mumbi (formerly Bombay), Perth, Ho Chi Minh City, Chi-
cago, Calcutta, Washington D.C., Brisbane, to name a few. 
For example, the city of New Orleans was built on reclaimed wetlands of the 
Mississippi Delta. A complicated system of dams, levees and pumps drained the 
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Hervey Bay sits 
astride a special cli-
matic zone. This bio-
region is the junction 
point between the two 

major climatic zones in eastern Australia, 
the southern temperate zone and the 
northern tropical zone. The Hervey Bay 
bioregion can come under the influence of 
climatic systems originating in either of 
these major zones, or because it lies on 
the extreme limit of each major climatic 
zone, the bioregion can miss out on 
changes generated in both zones. Occa-
sionally local influences generate weather 
that is isolated to the bioregion.   
 

Because of its geographical setting and 
unique set of climatic conditions, this bio-
region is the overlap zone for the flora be-
longing to both the northern and southern 
botanical regions. If a line could be drawn 
on the map to mark the junction point be-
tween the northern and southern ecologi-
cal zones it would be along the Burrum 
River, for it is here that our most diverse 
collection of flora and fauna occurs.  Even 
today valuable remnants of these unique 
habitats still exist along the reaches of the 
Burrum River. However, the largest and 
most diverse area of this rich and unique 
habitat was destroyed with the construc-
tion of Lenthall's Dam. 
 

The Hervey Bay bioregion encompasses 
the drainage system of the Burrum River, 
including the Cherwel, but not the Isis, the 
lower Mary River drainage system from 
Saltwater Creek to the river mouth, all 
coastal creeks lying between the two riv-
ers, the islands of the Great Sandy Strait 
and Fraser Island. Nature brought about 
the great diversity of flora and fauna that  
occurs in this bioregion, but it is man's de-
struction of the forests and special habi-

tats that once occurred in great profusion in 
the Hervey Bay bioregion that has given rise 
to the region's more than fair share of spe-
cies of rare and endangered flora and 
fauna. Some of these species probably 
never were plentiful in the bioregion, but it is 
fair to say that most of these rare and en-
dangered species have only become so 
through man's destruction of the special 
habitat in which they once thrived.  
 

Thirteen different species of rare and en-
dangered  plants are known to exist in the 
Hervey Bay bioregion.  Much of the Hervey 
Bay bioregion has not yet been properly bo-
tanically explored to see what is still growing 
there.  When this work is completed many 
more species of native plants will be shown 
to be growing in the bioregion than are at 
the present recorded as growing here and 
some of these species will be on the rare 
and endangered list.  The known rare and 
endangered plants in the Hervey Bay biore-
gion belong to twelve different genera and 
nine different families of plants.  These 
range from small shrubs to medium sized 
trees, climbers and orchids. Four of these 
rare and endangered plant species are now 
only found in the Hervey Bay bioregion.   
 

Although the record of what species of na-
tive fauna still manage to exist in the Hervey 
Bay bioregion is better than our botanical 
record, it is still not good.  Our knowledge of 
the range and extent of the species of native 
fauna, where their strong holds are and 
even what is becoming rare and endan-
gered is poor.  At the present time we know 
of 22 rare and endangered species of birds, 
7 species of mammals, 7 species of reptiles, 
4 species of amphibians,  species of fish 
and 1 insect species, giving a total of 44 
known species of rare and endangered na-
tive fauna that still manage to exist in the 
Hervey Bay bioregion. This is a very dismal 

HERVEY BAY'S UNIQUE ECOLOGY 
by John Eggleston 

Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ President’s Comment 
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(Hervey Bay City Council ) 
 

•The very energetic Melanie Mott is the 
new Conservation Partnerships Officer 
appointed to HBCC by BMRG. Melanie 
has begun work at Hervey Bay to promote 
conservation on private land via Land for 
Wildlife, Nature Refuges and Conservation 
Covenants. The participants have been 
given incentives such as free trees, nest 
boxes and workshops. One workshop on 
bushland management was held  and a 
Scats &Tracks Workshop is scheduled for 
September. 
•The Blue Tent was set up at the Whale 
Festival for environmental groups .  
•Friends of Arkarra have been weeding on 
the third Saturday of every month.  
• A koala survey training workshop       
attended by 20 people was carried out 
over three days by DDW Fauna . 

record indeed.  This number is likely to rise 
as our knowledge of the surviving flora and 
fauna increases, even if we don't drive other 
species to the point where they too become 
rare and endangered.  
 

We continue to put great pressure on the 
native flora and fauna through the destruc-
tion of the wonderful wild environment of 
this bioregion, all in the name of the endless 
greed and the selfish desires that our way of 
life generates.  
 

Most people who have come to Hervey Bay 
to live, have come here because of its won-
derful natural environment, but few  people 
realise how unique the ecology is that has 
evolved here, how delicately balanced it is 
and how easily it can be destroyed. It is our 
duty to preserve all our  remaining rare and 
endangered species of native flora and 
fauna and the unique habitat in which they 
still exist, for future  generations.  If we allow 
any more of these  species to become  ex-
tinct in their wild habitat, we will for ever 
stand condemned by future generations.  

Quassia bidwilli (Quassia), Araucaria bidwillii (Bunya Pine) and Brachichiton bidwillii 
(Little Kurrajong) are three of a dozen species named “bidwillii” after John Bidwill, 
Commissioner of Crown Land Wide Bay 1849,  former botanic gardens director and 
government botanist. Maryborough’s Queens Park  has a garden planted with the above 
mentioned species and a commemorative plaque although no trace is left of the botanic 
gardens John Bidwill began at Tinana, a suburb of Maryborough. 
Quassia is a shrub to about 6m in height growing in some fragmented pockets of vine 
and dry rainforests from about Gympie to Mackay. It is listed as “vulnerable” under the 
Nature Conservation Act 1992, and is one of six plant species with EPBC status in the 
Maryborough area. We live close to the Maryborough CBD on a one hectare property 

near the river. There are several Quassia plants on the road 
reserve adjoining our place that now live happily in the 
shadow of some very big (exotic) Chinese Elms, native Cas-
sia, Tuckaroo and Rough Elm; the latter three species also 
examples of  remnant riparian vegetation. Would these 
Quassia have survived if we had not known the species iden-
tity and status? We rescued them from beneath the smother-
ing Balloon Vine, choking Asparagus Fern and other envi-
ronmental weeds. Most exciting though is in the last 3 years 
two Quassia seedlings have germinated  on our property 
and we will endeavor to ensure their survival about one km 
from the Maryborough PO. It is a small act but part of the 
big picture to protect our biodiversity.             By Jenny Watts   

Quassia has stiff, narrow, 
bluntly pointed, glossy 
leaves, 7-16cm long with 
faint looping lateral veins.  
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Fraser Coast BWonderful Wallum 
On June 2, at the Hervey Bay Art Gallery a 
capacity crowd heard Stephanie Haslam speak 
about wallum plants.  Preceding Stephanie’s 
talk Carol Bussey described the wallum frog 
survey FCWPSQ is doing and showed slides of 
frog species. Jenny Gilbertson's display of 
wallum paintings completed the wallum theme. 
 

Fay Smith Wetlands 
On World environment Day June 3, WPSQ 
hosted an  information and weeding day at 
the Fay Smith Wetlands in Maryborough at-
tended by representatives from WPSQ, 
Maryborough City Council, WBBCC, the com-
munity, Landcare and Birdwatchers (see sepa-
rate article). On July 1 we had a weeding day 
and on August 26 a weed identification day. 
  

Arkarra Lagoons  
On June 12, four schools visited Arkarra La-
goons to  learn about waterbirds, aquatic bugs 
and wetlands. It was a very successful day 
with both students and teachers loving it. 
(This replaced WED celebrations cancelled 
the week before.) We have also par-
ticipated in three weeding days 
at the Lagoons.  
 

Granville School, 
Maryborough On June 21 
there was a fun  & educational time 
for all! (See separate article p 12) 
 

Barriers to Fish Movement 
On July 19 FCWPSQ hosted an eve-
ning at the Urangan Community Centre 
for Ric Fennessey of the DPI to gather 
information  from the public about   

On August 11, after much work we put a 
Whale Festival. The message was "Say N
turtle deciding whether to eat a plastic 
clapped and everyone read the message 
us to prepare it! We also had a stall in th

Whale Festival, H

Sara Gerdsen & John Parson
help prepare the float. 
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Vale Eric Sorensen 
Unfortunately we only had Eric as a mem-
ber for a short time but he was well known 
in Hervey Bay for his independent think-
ing. Eric was born in Gympie to a mother 
who worked in the Pialba Hotel and a fa-
ther who was a bullock driver on Fraser 
Island so he certainly was a man of this 
area. He was a bushman through and 
through, skilled at horse breaking and 
turning his hand to any endeavour.  He de-
veloped his own rig for drilling for water 
and this generated a great interest in un-
derground aquifers. Lately he published 
his own book called "Wake Up World". 
Sadly Eric died on June 27 this year of 
cancer.  Our deepest sympathy to Audrey. 

barriers to fish & aquatic animal movement  
up and down rivers. 15 people attended.  
 

Flying Fox Colony 
A count at the flying fox colony on July 20 
found about 2000 animals.  (Down from 
4500). We have also had two weeding days. 
 

Aquatic Park, Maryborough 
On July 29 there was another successful 
morning weeding. We chopped Leucaena 
and pulled up “miles” of Mile-a-Minute!  
 

Speakers at our Meetings 
Trischelle Lowry  -  Seagrass Monitoring, 
Peter Taylor  -   Great Sandy Marine Park 
Melanie Mott  - Conservation Partnerships. 
 

New Photocopier—Purchased  with 
a Volunteer Small Equipment Grant. 
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It was a great experience due to the com-
bined efforts of Year 2 teachers, Helen 
Davidson, the environmental teacher, 
Sarah Gerdsen, Tina Raveneau, me and 
the enthusiastic participation of the chil-
dren themselves and some parents. 
 

The children had prepared by constructing 
magnificent dioramas representing the 
ideal habitat of their chosen wild animal. 
It seems sad most of the animals they se-
lected were not Australian animals. A lot 
of creative dedication went into the con-
struction of these dioramas: most impres-
sive. I suspect concerted time and effort 
was put in by parents. 
 

After expert demonstration by Tina the 
adults helped each child make an origami 
jumping frog. 
 

Later, outside, hula hoops placed on the 
ground represented tree hollows and chil-
dren had to run around in circles as native 
animals until the whistle blew. They then 

had to quickly find a hollow to live in and 
we arranged it so that there were not 
enough homes for all the animals and some 
animals couldn’t find a home. We pressed 
the point by removing hoops at various 
stages so that in the end there were very 
few left. Sarah had the role of a landowner 
with a chainsaw and I a concerned citizen 
and some parents tried to prevent her from 
felling a large old tree. I told her there were 
state government penalties enforceable for 
clearing protected vegetation. Sarah was 
suitably shocked and put down her chain-
saw. 
 

If I play this game again I would prefer to 
impart a more positive message and how 
precious our wildlife is and how important 
it is to preserve the environment in which 
they can live and flourish, mention nesting 
boxes etc., rather than just delivering the 
stick approach. Still I think the children got 
the message. Their cooperation and enthu-
siastic approach was heartwarming.  

Teaching Young Students About RAMSAR Wetlands 
By Ruby Rosenfield, FCWPSQ 

Combined year 2 classes of Granville School in Maryborough learned about the  
RAMSAR Wetlands and heard recordings of various local frog calls on June 21.  

Women of the Wallum 
 

Left; Jenny Gilbertson, artist of 
Childers, and her art based on a 
wallum theme. 
Jenny came and spoke to our group 
a couple of years ago and we sug-
gested the wallum theme! At the 
opening of her exhibition on June 1 
Jenny described herself and her 
commitment to nature.  
Right; Stephanie Haslam,  
author of “Noosa's Native Plants: 
Plants of Sunshine Coast, Cooloola 
and Fraser Island.” 
Stephanie signed copies of her book 
sold at the Hervey Bay Art Gallery. 
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Fay Smith Wetlands, Maryborough 
On June 3, nineteen people representing several community groups and Maryborough City 
Council met to plan a future for the Fay Smith Wetlands. The major problem for the reserve is 
that the Melaeucas (paperbarks) of the wetland area are dead and dying (viewed from the 
boardwalk, photo above right). In addition, the weed invasion is massive.  
 

Wayne Matthews of Lower Mary River Landcare presented his ideas on ways to rehabilitate 
the reserve. This included rubbish removal, weeding, clearing clogged waterholes and most 
importantly consulting a wetland expert to try to determine the cause of death of the trees. 
 

Councillor Margaret Wroe (addressing the gathering, photo above left) stated that Council 
was aware of the degraded state of the park and welcomed this initiative. She said that Coun-
cil had benefited  immensely from the appointment of Roger Currie, the Burnett Mary Re-
gional Group Conservation Partnerships Officer. Roger discussed the possibility of getting 
funding via grants to support the project. The group decided to set up a management commit-
tee based at Council which would produce a strategic plan and time lines for the rehabilitation 

of the park. FCWPSQ President, John 
Eggleston is on the committee. which had 
its inaugural meeting on June 25 and has 
already produced a report. 

Following all the hard listening and work 
on the morning a hearty sausage sizzle 
was enjoyed by all, including John 
Eggleston and Graham Berry above and 
Tony and Carol Bussey right.  
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Endangered Species - don’t you worry about that! 
By Pam Soper, past President WBBCC 

 “Saving” endangered species by controlled breeding and  
releasing into the wild has become the new mantra. 

 

Questions which need to be answered, and urgently, are: 
?Why are the decision makers not putting more effort into protecting wildlife habitat and 
ensuring survival of native species in the first place? 
?If wildlife habitat has been lost, i.e. destroyed by clearing of vegetation, damming of riv-
ers, or subdivision development, will it ever be possible to release Australia’s icon spe-
cies back into the wild to successfully carry on the species into the future? 
 
It is time the State Government, State Departments and Regional Natural Resource Man-
agers were made accountable for the ongoing loss of native species and their natural 
habitats throughout Queensland. 
 
For too long environmentalists have had to put up with the attitudes of developers,     
governments, and decision makers saying: 
 

Don’t you worry about that…... 
•Only a few of the species are left in the wild?  We‘ll set up a recovery program.  
•The dam(s) will be built. If breeding habitat is lost, lungfish, turtle and platypus can be 
bred in captivity and released back into the river. 
•Native wildlife will move into other areas if land is cleared for subdivision. If they be-
come endangered they can be bred in captivity and released back into the wild. 
 

And for so called master planned urban community developments……. 
• The development is ‘based on the principles of ecological sustainability’ 
•Sensitive environmental areas will be protected! 
 

They have no answer when asked what proof they have that captive breeding will 
be successful; exactly where they plan to release them; and how these species will 
then be able to continue to breed in the wild. 
Neither is there a guarantee that ongoing funding and staff will be made available 
for a period of 10, 20 or 30 years to ensure that the rates of success or failure can 
be properly assessed and published. 
Neither do they provide evidence to support their assertions that species will not 
be lost, that the total number of species in any one area can successfully adapt 
and survive when their habitat is reduced to only 10 – 30% of the original area. 
 

In the Wide Bay Burnett Region developers are placing enormous pressure on Local 
Government and State Government to get their satellite town and subdivision plans ap-
proved, and dam construction is still promoted by the State Government  regardless of  
the resulting riverine destruction.  
Coastal bushland continues to be destroyed for development, and rivers decimated to 
make way for dams, if this state of affairs  is allowed to continue  we will see an enor-
mous loss of wildlife, and  extinction of species, in the next 10 to 30 years. 
 

The time for action is now! 

n 
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It appears that with critically endangered 
‘icon’ species huge amounts of dollars are 
now being poured into highly experimental  
and costly breeding programs with limited 
potential for success. 
Should we be imposing highly invasive and 
painful surgery on wildlife?  
Does the end result ever justify the means?  
 

An article in the Sydney Morning Herald 
(July 28/29, 07) entitled “High-tech egg 
hunt in race to save the rhino” includes the 
following comments: 
 

“The team had travelled from the other side 
of the world with a $100,000 ultrasound – 
guided  ‘needle’ developed to overcome the 
tyranny of distance of a rhino’s insides.” 
“Hildebrandt and his two colleagues from 
Germany, Frank Goeritz and Robert Her-
mes, are world experts in the reproductive 
difficulties of animals like rhinos and ele-
phants.” “Before the surgery began keepers 
had to perform the tricky task of immobilis-
ing, positioning and stabilising a dangerous 
animal …….” “Rocket had also undergone 
hormone therapy to get her ovaries into 
‘super-ovulation’”. 

Rhinos are listed as endangered, with 
only 1050 southern black rhinos left in 
the wild, and about 50 in captivity.   
Rocket is a 20 year old  female southern 
Black Rhinoceros, one of seven Black 
Rhinos which arrived at Western Plains 
Zoo in 1993. The rhinos had failed to 
breed naturally or through artificial in-
semination, so now IVF  techniques were 
being pursued. Six eggs were extracted 
from Rocket during a  two and a quarter 
hour operation, a further nine eggs were 
‘harvested’ from a rhino named Musi, 
and flown to Adelaide. Male rhino 
Kwanaza’s sperm was also collected to 
complete the loop for the invitro procedure. 
 

Now all this is very experimental, and if 
successful is likely to be used to try to 
‘breed’ endangered northern White Rhi-
nos by implanting their embryos in the 
more common southern White Rhinos. 
 
 

One could be forgiven for suspecting 
this is less about the welfare of the 
rhinos, and more about scientific 
experimentation.  

Pity the Poor Rhino by Pam Soper 

Continued from  page 7  
 

wetlands and held back the water, and left the city below sea level. But the wet-
lands which were destroyed used to act as a natural buffer against storm surges 
along the coast, so when Hurricane Katrina hit the Louisiana coast on August 
29, 2005, (followed by Hurricane Rita on September 25, 2005) the levees broke 
and 80% of New Orleans was flooded, with a human death toll of thousands.                         
There are now concerns about rebuilding in the same reclaimed wetlands. 
 

"Nature has told us we should not be living there", Larry Schmidt Louisiana Di-
rector of the Trust for Public Land, told the BBC News Website. The focus is 
now on restoring coastal wetlands to help mitigate damage from future storms. 
 

Another aspect of the hazards of living in "reclaimed" wetlands was the news 
that the federal appeals court ruled (on 3rd August 2007) that homeowners' in-
surance policies did not cover flood damage caused by levee breaches that 
flooded New Orleans.  
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My family has a long association with 
Buxton. My great grandfather first went 
there in the late 1800s and our family 
has owned land there ever since. The 
fishing and crabbing used to be fantas-
tic, but has diminished in recent years. 
Some fish which were once common 
are no longer caught. 
 

Even though I lived on a farm, I still en-
joyed birdwatching around Buxton. I 
used to go in the bush right behind our 
house and walk along the Burrum River 
towards the Isis River mouth. There 
was always a good variety of birdlife, 
and it was exciting to see something 
interesting like a Shining Flycatcher or 
a White eared Monarch. At one particu-
lar waterhole, I nearly always saw a 
Chestnut Teal (a species of duck). 
Sometimes I would walk downstream, 
following a long midden heap which 
Aborigines had made over hundreds of 
years. Further on was the Honeycomb 
Rock, which was on the banks of the 
Gregory River. It would have been an 
ideal spot for Aborigines to wait to 
spear passing fish, and there used to 
be a worn “footprint” in the rock. 
Birdlife could also be seen when out 
fishing in the boat.  The sand flats at 
Buxton were visited by several species 
of wading birds, and my dad can re-
member seeing Jabiru and Emu stroll-
ing around on the sand.  At night, espe-
cially in the moonlight, I would hear 

Boobook Owls, White throated, Large 
tailed and Owlet Nightjars, Tawny Frog-
mouths and Mangrove Herons. 
 

The original shack on our land was the 
closest to the river, but high enough to 
escape floods. It was made of huge 
slabs of timber which had been cut and 
brought across the river. My grandfa-
ther pulled it down in the late 1960s 
and replaced it with the Doolbi Railway 
house which he bought from Queen-
sland Rail. It was built in the 1890s and 
is still in excellent condition. 
 

I can clearly remember my sadness 
when electricity was connected to the 
Buxton township in the early 1980s and 
changed everything.  Not only did the 
atmosphere change, becoming more 
civilised, but Buxton became well 
known and very popular. 
 

Most shacks at Buxton were used as 
holiday homes, with only a handful of 
permanent residents.  Today there are 
several hundred residents.  The bush 
behind our shack has been replaced 
with houses and we no longer have a 
view of the river.  An all weather bitu-
men road to Buxton from the highway 
has replaced the old sandy dirt track.  
We no longer huddle around the wood 
stove in the glow of the hurricane lan-
tern.  Our outside toilet has been re-
placed with a septic system.  The 
Mayor of Isis Shire has promised town 

By Carl Moller 
Tim Thornton’s article, “Rare Birds Around the Burrum” 

(Wambaliman Autumn 2007) was of particular interest to me, as many 
years ago, I learned to identify birds and other wildlife at Buxton, on the 
Burrum River.  Unfortunately, I fear that development around the Burrum 

will eventually make most birds “rare”. 

Continued page 19 
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Cordalba State Forestry Fire Lookout Tree 

By Rick Haywood, Bundaberg WPSQ 
 

A Eucalyptus acmenoides  tree (also known as yellow stringybark or white ma-
hogany) in the Cordalba State Forest was used as a Fire Lookout Tree in the 
early 1940s.  This tree, adjacent to Svenssons Road south west of Bundaberg, 
still exists. 
 

The Cordalba State Forest Fire Lookout Tree was used to spot fires from about 
1939 until 1941 when an 85 feet high four-pole timber fire tower was con-
structed nearby.  This lookout has been demolished as it was being vandalised 
and was considered unsafe.  The existing Cordalba State Forest fire tower is ad-
jacent to the Isis Highway 22 km from Bundaberg. 
 

The Fire Lookout Tree was accessed via a series of 25 boards providing rough 
steps from the ground to the crown of the tree, 21 metres above ground. The 
step boards were cut from nearby trees and nailed to the Fire Lookout Tree.  
The bark of the tree has subsequently grown over the boards.  Although some 
boards are no longer attached to the tree, the former positions of these boards 
are evident on the trunk of the tree as a consequence of the growth of the bark. 

Forester Reno Bongioletti at the top 
of the Cordalba State Forest Fire 
Lookout Tree  in 1940 . 
(photo - Reno Bongioletti). 

The bark has grown round the  
remaining steps and former positions 
on the Fire Lookout Tree . 
(photo -Richard Haywood, 2007). 
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Eric Zillmann continues to submit arti-
cles for publication in Wambaliman. 
Last issue we printed  A New World 
Species and Seen and Not Heard as well 
a photo of Eric’s 84th birthday, appro-
priately celebrated by his WPSQ 
friends in the Eric Zillmann Reserve; 
an area that is designated to protect a 
species of plant that he first recognized.  
 

Browse a Wambaliman from 1968 and 
there is his article, "King of the Mag-
pies".  Another random selection; this 
time from the year 1972, and Eric is 
recording in great detail the laying 
and hatching of eggs by a Black 
Swan. Such was his and his wife's 
passion all those years ago.  
 

In fact in the 1960s Eric tallied a pho-
tographic first for a number of bird 
species including the Banded Fruit 
Dove, the Oriental Plover, the Fawn-
breasted Bowerbird, the Yellow-billed 
Kingfisher and, a rare migrate to Aus-
tralia, the Oriental Cuckoo. In 1966 
Eric photographed the Sarus Crane 
which was not only a first photo-
graphic record but a first sighting of 
the species in Australia. These feats 
were hot on the heels of the 1950s 
and early 60s when Eric made a name 
for himself with his snake studies and 
contribution to venom research (refer 
Wambaliman Spring 2006). 

Eric Zillmann was born in 1923 on a farm 
in Laidley 60 km west of Brisbane. He 
left school at 13 years of age and, like 
many boys of his generation entered a 
trade. Eric’s work as a plumber took him 
to Bundaberg where he still lives today. 
 

Following on from his photographic ex-
ploits of the 60s Eric made some signifi-
cant discoveries. In 1977 he found a new 
plant species, the Isis Tamarind, Alectryon 
ramiflorus (refer Wambaliman Winter 
2000) discovered in vine forest 40 km 
SW of Bundaberg. In 1979 he discovered 
the burrowing insect, named the Sugar 
Cane Monster, Cooloola ziljan (refer 
Wambaliman Autumn 2007.) 
 

It comes as little surprise to learn of the 
recognitions bestowed on Eric, the natu-
ralist. In 1994 he was awarded the Ad-

Volunteer Profile  

Local Naturalist 
Eric Zillmann 
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vance Australia Award and in 1999 the Or-
der of Australia. In 1994 he was given an 
honorary Master of Science from the Cen-
tral Queensland University. 
 

It would  have seemed quite radical for the 
time when Eric’s  article “Rape of the Rain-
forest” was published in a WPSQ newslet-
ter in 1973. It was subsequently reprinted 
in several newspapers and was the subject 
of editorials.  
 

Circa 1970, in a Wambaliman issue Eric  
wrote  "..........that whenever you have an 
outing there is always something to high-
light the event……...." It is our fortune if 
we can agree with Eric. It is also truly 
amazing that he still projects the same en-
thusiasm for our natural environment so 
many years later and in his senior 
years. Eric has not only imbued us with a 
wonderful legacy with his many articles of 
his observations over the years but he re-
mains a wonderful inspiration for today. 
 
Written by Jenny Watts. 
Some of the information for this article was taken 
from an article called “Keen Observer – Eric Zillmann” 
by Carl Moller which appeared in the Australian Geo-
graphic, April 2004. Both Eric and Carl are members 
of Bundaberg WPSQ. They  gave their permission to 
use the information and photo from the article. 
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BURRUM BIRDS TO BECOME RARER  
Continued from page 17 …….. 
 
water and sewerage will be con-
nected.  Property values have 
gone through the roof, as have the 
rates.  The market value for our 
shack has gone from $25,000 to 
$450,000 in 17 years. The tele-
phone is connected. Life at Buxton 
is more comfortable, but less en-
joyable. (This is not old age nos-
talgia – I am only 35 years old). 
 

I have spent much of the past 9 
months travelling throughout 
Queensland.  What has happened 
to Buxton is happening all over the 
state.  People are obsessed with 
owning coastal land. We may still 
have a coast in 50 years time, but 
we won’t have the quiet, relaxed 
lifestyle and we certainly won’t 
have the wildlife. 
 

Sadly, Tim Thornton’s list of “Rare 
birds around the Burrum” is sure 
to get longer. 
 

Carl Moller, August 2007 

In recent times there have been four Bird Workshops organised around the region by 
the Burnett-Mary Regional Group Biodiversity Coordinator, Rachel Lyons. These have 
been well attended and received.  
To contact Rachel: 
Rachel.Lyons@bmrg.org.au 
07 5483 7718 
http://www.bmrg.org.au/ 
 

Bird Clubs 
Hervey Bay Bird Club, John Knight (07 4125 2372 mornings) 
Maryborough Bird Club, Harold Muller (07 4123 2045 after 6pm) 
Murgon Field Naturalists, PO Box 90, Murgon, QLD 4605 
 
The Birds Australia  website is located at www.birdsaustralia.com.au  
– there is heaps of interesting stuff to see and do on the website.  
The Birds Queensland website is at http://birdsqueensland.org.au/ 
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WBBCC’s second and last  
General Meeting 

for 2007 will be  
Sunday, November 4  

1:00pm 
Neighbourhood Centre, Maryborough 

Speaker TBA 
Arvo tea/cuppa 

~All welcome~ 
For further information ring Tim 41290609 or 

WBBCC Office 41233361 

Date Claimers 

 

Contact FCWPSQ for working bee dates: 
•Prickett Aquatic Park, Maryborough 
•Fay Smith Wetlands, Maryborough 
•Flying Fox Colony, Hervey Bay 
Contact HBCC for dates: 
•Weeding -Arkarra Lagoons, Dundowran 
•Scats and Tracks Workshop 

WBBCC  
MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

 
 

 

I  wish to join / renew my membership 
with Wide Bay Burnett Conservation 
Council.  
 
 

Membership:           $____________ 
 
Donation:                 $____________ 
 
TOTAL                    $____________ 
 
 

 
 
NAME: ………………………………... 

 

 
ADDRESS…………………………….. 
 
……………………………….. ……….. 
 
Phone: . …………………………..……        
 
Email:……………………………….… 
 
SIGNED ………………...………….....       
 
Date .........................………....  
 
Please return to: 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council 
PO Box 694 
MARYBOROUGH Q 4650 

Annual Membership 
Single              $ 15.00 
Family group  $ 20.00 
Associations   $ 30.00 

quarterly newsletter  
“WAMBALIMAN”  

included in membership  
 

Saturday 8th September 9.00AM- 3.00PM 
THREATENED SPECIES WEEK 

at the   
Bauple Recreation Ground  

 
THE CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIPS  

PROGRAMME IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE MARY 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT CLUSTER, IS HOLDING A 

ONE DAY WORKSHOP FOR LANDOWNERS    
INTERESTED IN THE BUSH AT THEIR PLACE 

 

SPOT THAT GUM TREE 
Learn about: 
•The geology of the Mary Catchment's 
•Ecosystem classification 
•Identification of Eucalypt species 
•Soil types 
 

The workshop will be presented by REMC 
(Regional Ecosystems Mapping Consultancy) and 

local Land For Wildlife Officer, Roger Currie . 
 

 For bookings contact Roger 
currie@maryborough.qld.gov.au 
BH  41905806  
MOB  044 8010 786 


