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WIDE BAY BURNETT  
CONSERVATION COUNCIL 
 
PO Box 694 Maryborough, Qld 4650 
Ph/Fax: 07 4123 3361 
Email: wbbcc@bigpond.com 
Website:www.users.bigpond.com/wbbcc 
 
EXECUTIVE 
President: Pam Soper 
Vice President: Ian Richards 
J/Vice President: Carol Bussey 
Secretary: Kerryn Ward 
Treasurer: Tony van Kampen 
 
CO-ORDINATOR: Roger Currie 
 
PROJECT OFFICERS 
Bundaberg: Pam Soper 4159 1919 
Miriam Vale: Merike Johnson 4156 6349 
 
BRISBANE LIAISON OFFICER 
Ted Fensom 07 3341 6790 
 
WBBCC OFFICE &  
ENVIRONMENT CENTRE 
The Neighbourhood Centre 
25 Ellena Street, Maryborough 4650 
 
Environment Centre hours are variable, 
generally open Thursdays & Fridays 
8.00am-3.00pm (or ring for appointment 
or to leave a message) . 

BUNDABERG BRANCH WPSQ 

Landcare Centre, Woongarra St. Bundaberg 
Meetings: First Tuesday each month -5.30pm 
Note: No meeting in January 
 
EXECUTIVE 

President: Tracy Hall  41596180 
Vice President: Pam Soper  41591919 
Secretary: Ann Jarman  4159  1931 
Treasurer: Doug McGregor   
 
 
FRASER COAST BRANCH WPSQ 

PO Box 7396, Hervey Bay, 4655 
Phone  41256784 
 
EXECUTIVE 

President: Joan Coutts 
Secretary:  Carol Bussey 
Treasurer:  Norma Hannant 
 
 
 
WAMBALIMAN : Andrea van Kampen 
 

In the language of the Kabi Tribe 
“Wambaliman” means simply “to carry” 

 

Opinions expressed in this magazine are not  
necessarily those endorsed by Wide Bay Burnett 
Conservation Council or the Wildlife Preservation  
Society Queensland, Bundaberg and Fraser Coast 
Branches. 
 
Submissions for Wambaliman are welcomed and  
publication of these will be up to the discretion of the 
editor. Please send your submission to Wide Bay 
Burnett Conservation Council by post, email or fax. 
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Politics, Promises & Expediency 
 

As with lies, damned lies, and statis-
tics, political expediency overrides the 
need for honest presentation and  
interpretation of the known facts. 
 

The Beattie Government’s promotion of 
Paradise Dam on the Burnett River as 
a good model for constructing Traveston 
Dam on the Mary is beyond belief. 
 

Paradise Dam was politically driven, 
promises were made just before a 
State election, and environmental  
reports were ignored. Political  
expediency determined that environ-
mental impacts could be dismissed by 
saying they might be easily ‘mitigated’. 
 

Then again ‘good model’ may only  
refer to the political pathway that was 
chosen, after all are they not  
following the same decision-making 
process for Traveston? 
 

It is a known fact that the health of the 
Burnett River is in decline, and  
Paradise Dam will exacerbate all the 
existing problems. 
 

Increasing water salinity levels; de-
creasing water quality; acres of water 
hyacinth, salvinia & hymenachne chok-
ing the river; severe reduction of river 
flows throughout the system; severe 
changes to river ecology, & associated 
reduction of biodiversity; increased silt-
ing, & bank slumping in the estuarine 
reaches of the river; all indicate a 
sick river system. 

 

Scientific reports clearly indicate 
that the icon of the Burnett River 
Neoceratodus forsteri (Queensland 
lungfish), of known ancient lineage 
going back some 350 million years, 
has been set on the path to  
extinction in the Burnett River. 
 

Construction of dams and weirs on the 
Burnett have destroyed prime lungfish 
spawning habitat, and juvenile nursery 
sites. Scientific reports indicate that 
construction of barriers in the Burnett 
(35 major impoundments – DNR map-
ping) has resulted in restricted move-
ment of adult lungfish, and is a likely 
cause of reduced genetic variation of 
the species. 
 

Paradise Dam on the Burnett River has 
been listed as one of the world’s worst 
planned dams. (Bundaberg News Mail 
article 21 July, 2006). 
 

The report ‘To dam or not to dam’ was 
commissioned by the World Wildlife 
Fund to examine how well governments 
had taken on board the recommenda-
tions of the World Commission on 
Dams. The WCD was launched in 2000 
to address the impacts of dams. 
 

“The decision to build the Burnett River 
Dam appears to be mainly politically 
motivated,” the report says. 
 

It lists three WCD priorities Paradise 
fails to deliver: gaining public accep-
tance, detailed assessment of other op-
tions and sustaining rivers & livelihoods. 

  WBBCC 

By Pam Soper 

Continued page 6 
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By Roger Currie 

Continued page 8 

Ok, it looks like we are going to have to 
watch endless replays of “ Paradise  
Revisited” (Traveston and Borumba) 
which is touted not as a blockbuster by the 
government media industry, but as a 
“DROUGHT BUSTER” (yawn), heard it all 
before, what’s new? Well they conveniently 
left out the post script of it being a river 
buster, an endangered and rare species 
buster, a coastal fisheries buster, an agricul-
tural production buster, a regional economy 
buster and a regional /social cohesion buster.  
 
“This is the worst drought in 100 years”, 
“Water is a resource which the people of the 
Mary will have to share”, “There will be 
85% mean annual flow at the Mary River 
mouth”, “Yes Traveston was rejected in the 
1993 study but…”, “The Lungfish will not 
stop the construction of Traveston dam". 
These are some of the stars in the cast of the 
show. 
 
Isn’t it interesting that the Mary River Reha-
bilitation Plan is based on the “titanic” the-
ory, ie saving the most vulnerable, and now 
the enormous effort that everybody has put 
into the plan, is null and void because water 
consumers of Brisbane and surrounds need to 
satiate themselves with the Mary’s blood. 
 
We have sent ‘Freedom of Information’ 
requests to the Cabinet, Department  
Primary Industries & Fisheries , Natural 
Resources Mines & Water and Environ-
mental Protection Agency, searching for  
certain reports pertaining to lungfish in the 
Burnett River, which need to be revealed to 
“assist the Qld government to help” the 
species to survive in its fragile habitats. 
After all that is what they grant us money to 
do, to advocate publicly for environmental 
issues in Queensland and to disseminate  

biodiversity knowledge to the public, 
which includes the government. 
 

The Hervey Bay Commercial Seafood  
Association, has kindly donated a tent 
and site (cost free) for us at the Seafood 
Festival at Urangan on Sunday the 27th 
August. We will probably just have a 
static display. I will be doing a short (and 
dry) slide show about dams. There is also 
to be a Mary river art exhibition by  
Josephine Joynson and her daughter  
Bernadette Dalton at the Old Warehouse 
Gallery in Wharf Street Maryborough on 
Saturday 02 September at 4.00pm. It will 
be opened by Cate Molloy the member 
for Noosa. WBBCC members have  
received a formal invitation. 
 

We prepared a submission on the Wide 
Bay DRAFT Regional Plan. I will be 
attending the RPAC at Wondai on Friday 
18th August to represent our concerns 
with the settlement pattern policies  
proposed in the draft. We have asked that 
the plan be given statutory effect to  
bolster the Wide Bay draft Regional 
Coastal Management Plan which does 
have statutory effect. We will be asking 
the Minister for NRMW to prepare a 
least cost planning study as part of the 
terms of reference for the travesty  
proposal. We are lobbying for water re-
cycling to be seen as the only quick and 
effective solution. 
 

Merike Johnson is representing us at the 
Miriam Vale meeting for the RCG 
(coastal management plan) as my 
proxy, and will keep us informed of the 
progress of the plan. We have made it 
known to EPA that we are disappointed 
that the policy for traditional owner 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENT 
continued (from page 4) 

 

Surprise, surprise, Minister Henry  
Palaszczuk disagrees with the 
report. “Paradise Dam has been 
a success through careful plan-
ning & environmental considera-
tion by the government, & the 
Traveston & Wyaralong dam pro-
jects will be no different”. 
(Bundaberg News Mail article 
21/07/2006) 
 
I leave you to draw your own  
conclusions. 

Pam Soper 

These notes were submitted by  WPSQ Fraser Coast Branch 

Hervey Bay City Council 
 

•Natural Areas Officer, Kelly 
McCulloch, who has left for an  
educational job in Inverell, NSW, 
will be missed. 

•Greencorps are about to wind up 
their six month project at  
Arkarra Lagoons. 

•The Friends of Mungomery's Vine 
Forest won the Mayoral  
Environment Award and are about 
to complete their Envirofund project 
with interpretive signs and  
brochures designed and ready to 
manufacture. 

•Four koalas have been seen in 
three sites in Booral by The Friends 
of the Koala. 

•Individual Management  
Agreements have been drawn up 
with Toogoom residents to maintain 
the foreshore. 

•Hervey Bay City Council and the 
WPSQ worked together to put on 
the Backyards and Biodiversity  
Forum, which was attended by 80 
people. Speakers from Brisbane 
and the local area spoke about our 
wildlife and how to make your gar-
den a home for wildlife. 

•Worked with other groups to 
plant 200 trees at Maria Creek, 
Howard. 

•The Propagation Unit run by vol-
unteers has 1500 plants ready to 
set out. 

Around the Coast 
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By Carol Bussey, Secretary 

•Our members have been working closely with Council for the last 
3 months participating in koala surveys & the Maria Creek planting. 
 
•Vice President John Eggleston has been working almost full time 
supervising the Greencorps volunteers at Arkarra Lagoons and pro-
viding expertise and instruction for the Council Propagation Unit. 
 
•We won a printer courtesy of Cartridge World at the Mayoral 
Environment Awards. 
 
•Our members worked very hard at the Backyards and Biodiversity 
Forum. We provided most of the labour and organisation and 
Council gave us great financial support. Dr. Scott Burnett (gliders 
and possums) and Jenny Holdway (frogs) came from Brisbane to 
speak. We also had live music and poetry enlivening the day. 
 
•We are supporting the Save the Mary Campaign by writing letters, 
a petition and attending rallies. 
 
•We have received a grant for $8000 from BMRG to do a survey on 
the presence of acid frogs in Hervey Bay. 

*****IMPORTANT NOTICE***** 
WBBCC now has its own website up & running! The address is  

www.users.bigpond.com/wbbcc 
Give it a try and view the latest Wambaliman in full colour! 

Thank you to Dirk van Kampen for setting up the website. 
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Coordinator’s Report 
Continued (from page 5) 

involvement with development applications in coastal 
areas has been omitted from the plan. Unfortunately 
this was the policy I was drafting as the environmental 
planner with EPA, and I regret that my conscience de-
cision regarding my contract requirements for WBBCC 
media contact, has resulted in this situation. This is not 
fair to the traditional owners of the Wide Bay Coastal 
region and I apologise for the debacle. 
 
Remember our motto “DAMUS NULLIUS”.  

 

Wheezer the Lungfish 
courtesy of Save The Mary 
River Coordinating Group 

Members of WBBCC at the anti-dam protest at  
Maryborough on Sunday 30 July 2006. 
From left: Coordinator Roger Currie, and Boonooroo members 
the Wedlocks and the Booths. 
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I have attended several “fire”  
conferences in recent years. These 
conferences usually divide into either 
a predominantly pro-burning bias or 
a more ecological not so much  
burning bias. I am strongly in the anti 
deliberate burning camp, and I had 
high expectations of the Bushfire 
2006 Conference. 
 

The Conference was organised by the 
Southeast Queensland Fire and Bio-
Consortium, which aims to “prescribe” 
fire regimes for various vegetation 
types. In spite of this I noted that the 
main speakers were well known eminent 
scientists who have previously stated 
publicly that they don’t agree with fre-
quent deliberate burning of the  
environment. 
 

Unfortunately the Conference did not 
live up to my expectations. It was a 
strange event, there didn’t seem to be 
any theme, and I am still trying to  
formulate my thoughts on what it was all 
about. 
 

Except for one speaker, there wasn’t 
even any notable pro-fire lobbying. Nor 
were there any memorable papers on 
ecology. The problem I believe is that 
scientists have become so disillusioned 
and disheartened at the lack of funding 
for research that they have lost their 
zeal. Governments will only give money 
for whatever is the political paradigm of 
the day, and at present it is ‘climate 
change’. So to get any money you have 
to make sure your project relates to 

Comments on the  
BUSHFIRE 2006 Conference 

Brisbane  06-09 June 2006 
by Merike Johnson 

‘climate change’ no matter  
how tenuous that relationship is. 
Consequently, there were presenters 
desperately trying to draw curves or 
straight lines through scatters of dots, 
doing regression analysis and  
manipulating the ubiquitous 
‘computer models’, in an attempt to 
relate ‘climate change’ -regardless of 
the fact that you can’t define it - to 
some meaningless parameter like the 
particle size of ground debris. It was 
all very sad really. 
 

A disturbing revelation of the 
Conference was the trend  
towards more and more human 
control of the natural environ-
ment, under the guise of 
“management”. Wetland  
management, for example, is all 
about human values and little to 
do with ecosystem values. It 
seem that fire management is go-
ing the same way, note that we 
are not even talking about pro-
tecting human property anymore, 
but have shifted to the extreme 
anthropocentric view that the  
environment needs our control  
(i.e. it can’t manage itself). So the 
new word in bushfire  
management is “treatment”, that 
is, we will apply this “treatment” 
to this bit of bushland and that 
“treatment” to that bit of  
bushland. 
 
It is chilling to think about where 
this trend will lead us.  
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After months of correspondence and meetings with Minister for the Environment, 
Desley Boyle, and Minister for Natural Resources, Mines & Water, Henry  
Palaszczuk, and a recent meeting with Rod Young, Bundaberg Sugar General 
Manager, Administration, Bundaberg WPSQ made the decision to go ahead 
with a campaign to raise public awareness of the important ecological and 
social values of the Miara properties, and the need for this area to be  
protected as part of the National Estate. 
 

Bundaberg Sugar, a wholly owned subsidiary of Belgium Sugar Company  
Finasucre, has called for expressions of interest in a Concept Plan for resort 
style development of this near pristine coastal region, together with other  
residential type developments, a golf course, and marina, over 3773 ha freehold 
and 1582 ha leasehold land located north of Bundaberg between the Kolan River 
and Littabella Creek. They are currently considering their options. 
 

A public launch of the campaign was held on Wednesday 2nd August, and posi-
tive feedback has been received locally. Bundaberg WPSQ together with Wide 
Bay Burnett Conservation Council and Bundaberg Landcare is calling upon the 
whole community to get behind the campaign and urge the State Government 

 - a wilderness wonderland with diverse ecosystems 
Help prevent it from being turned into another Noosa or Port Douglas 

Bundaberg WPSQ News - Miara Properties 

to grasp the opportunity to protect 
this coastal region by purchasing the 
land, and declaring it a National Park. 
 
Community support: You can sign the  
Petition and also write letters to: 
• Premier Peter Beattie, 
• Hon. Desley Boyle, Minister for Envi-

ronment, Local Government, Plan-
ning and Women  

• Mr Rob Messenger, Shadow Minister 
for Environment  

 
urging that the land be acquired for a  
National Park. 
 
Further information can be obtained from 
Bundaberg WPSQ at 
bundabergwpsq@bigpond.com   or phone 
Ann 4159 1931  or   
WBBCC at wbbcc@bigpond.com or phone 
Pam 4159 1919  

Pictured from left Judy Elliot, Pam Soper & Sue Johnson at the Bundaberg WPSQ 
media launch of Miara campaign, 02/08/2006, to persuade the State Govt to ac-
quire 5,300 ha coastal land for dedication as National Park (north of Bundaberg). 

Photo Carol Bussey 
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Aquatic Park, Working Bee…. 

In late May 2006 a working bee was held at Aquatic Park, 
Maryborough (adjacent to the Mary River). This is the site 
of a tree planting by Maryborough Environment Group 
(MEG) members and students of the Maryborough State 
High School eight years ago. 
 

Pictured above at the working bee are from left WPSQ members: 
John Parsons, Jenny Watts, Peter Duck, Val McIntosh and Greg 
Hastie. 

Thank you to Carol Bussey for these photos 
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Further to the article by Merike  
Johnson, there has been a 
long-standing campaign by the 
Fraser Coast (previously 
Hervey Bay) WPSQ devoted to 
the Tooan Tooan Creek flying 
fox colony, involving many 
years of advocacy and hard 
physical work. 
 
In the 1990's WPSQ defended the bats 
and tried to stop people who wanted to 
burn the colony out. President Joan 
Coutts received threats and had to get 
a silent phone number. Enemies of the 
flying fox even turned the hose they 
were using on the bats onto her. Well 
known conservationist and WPSQ 
member Ronda Cook planted trees at 
the site, which Council mowed. 
 
I joined WPSQ in mid 2001. In 2002, 
we organised a public forum on flying 
foxes and organised a QPWS speaker. 
This QPWS person backed out at the 
lastminute claiming that the advertis-
ing poster, which said "Flying Fox - 
Friend or Foe?" was provocative! This 
is very strange since a poster produced 
by DNR with information about flying 
foxes has just the same title! 
 
So we reorganised a flying fox seminar 
for May 2003 inviting flying fox advo-
cate and carer Sandra Griffith from 
Gin Gin. Sandra brought a baby flying 
fox with her. Also Scott Antcliff from 
QPWS spoke about the biology of fly-

ing foxes. I am also pleased to say that 
Hervey Bay City Cr Paul Hefferan  
attended and made helpful comments. 
 
We then submitted and were awarded 
an Envirofund grant for $2000 to do 
reveg work at the colony over 2004. 
During that year we planted 600 trees 
with the help of Rachael Nasplezes and 
community volunteers. WPSQ  
organised for Girl Guides to come to 
one planting and for Pialba State 
School pupils to come to the other. 
They were informed about flying foxes, 
planted a tree each and then took part in 
games to help reinforce the facts they 
had learned. I wrote an article on flying 
foxes, which was published in The  
Independent newspaper. 
 
In August 2003, Hervey Bay City 
Council organised a meeting at which 
Scott Antcliff spoke and I described 
what WPSQ was trying to do. Sharyn 
French and Andy Gaze were also there 
and spoke about Council's role & that 
the animals could not be moved. 
 
Other than WPSQ and Council people I 
think about 14 people attended. As a 
result of this and, all praise to HBCC, 
the HB Flying Fox Advisory Group 
formed of which 5 members are WPSQ 
members. Meetings were organised 
with local residents, where Sharyn 
French, Scott Antcliff and Councillor 
Trevor McDonald spoke calmly and 
rationally to explain that the bats  

In response……...Members have their say 
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couldn't be moved, but that residents’ 
concerns would be listened to. 
 
In 2004, WPSQ applied for another  
Envirofund grant for 2005 for money for 
signage as well as trees. WPSQ arranged 
for an artist and a sign designer to  
prepare the signs. A committee from the 
Advisory Group very carefully worked 
out the actual message of the signs. 
Three of the signs are up. The rest of the 
signs have been made and are awaiting 
Council activity. HBCC erected the 
wonderful viewing area on the  
Esplanade. 
 
We also put more trees actually into the 
colony. Council employees with brush 
cutters and round-up did a lot of the 
weed control, but also WPSQ members 
did a lot of hard yakka. Generally  
community volunteers weren't so keen to 
go into the colony! We had another great 
day with Pialba State School children as 
well. 
 
Kelly McCulloch of HBCC has been a 
keen advocate for education and has 
produced leaflets, DVDs, had the Batty 
Ball and organised the Flying Fox artifi-
cial roost competition. Sharyn French 
chairs the FFAG and goes to bat for the 
colony with HBCC. 
 
Tomorrow a few WPSQ members are 
going in to do some weed control at the 
colony site now that the bat density has 
decreased.We have applied for a very 
small Envirofund Grant to repair a bit 
or reveg and put up a fence.  
 
 

WPSQ member, Audrey Donehue 
has carefully researched the number 
of animals including many birds and 
gliders that get caught up on barbed 
wire. WPSQ are trying to get Council 
to ban barbed wire in urban areas and 
have brought this issue up at the EAC 
twice. Audrey wrote an article and 
had one of her photos given promi-
nence in the Chronicle earlier this 
year. The group have done many 
other things too numerous to mention 
here in aid of the colony. 
 
We have nothing but praise for what 
Hervey Bay City Council has done 
over the past two years. Sad to say 
they do not usually give us the same 
recognition. Councillor McDonald in 
launching the signs did not mention 
WPSQ. Mayor Ted Sorensen at the 
opening of the Arkarra Lagoons also 
did not give us a mention even 
though there would have been no 
opening without our campaign. 
 
We are not a "Flying Fox Group" 
and have many other issues in 
Hervey Bay to work on but we are 
UNPAID volunteers often putting a 
lot of our own funds towards 
conservation activities. 
 
I feel sorry for our hardwork-
ing members when they  
attend these functions that 
are held as a result of their 
endeavours, and yet WPSQ 
fails to get any recognition. 
 

                       Carol Bussey 
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The naming of the Alectryon ramiflorus 
tree in 1986-87 by Dr Sally Reynolds of 
the Queensland Herbarium created much  
interest as a rare new tree species and  
perhaps the rarest tree in Australia. 
 

It was first observed in a patch of vine 
scrub in the Cordalba Forestry by amateur 
naturalist Eric Zillmann in 1970, with no 
flowers or fruit to determine its place in 
the botanical niche. In 1977, a leaf speci-
men forwarded to the Queensland Herbar-
ium could not be identified, as there were 
no flowers or fruit to assist identification - 
a sterile specimen, so to speak. Leaping 
forward to 1986, one tree observed by K 
Sanadsky and E E Zillmann was loaded 
with fruit in mass profusion. It was from 
this tree that specimens were forwarded to 
the Queensland Herbarium & created 
much interest in botanical circles. 
(Zillmann met and spoke with botanists W 
McDonnell and J B Williams, who de-
clared it to be the rarest tree in Australia. 
Their meeting was at Bunya Mountains 
National Park, 1987). 
 

While odd trees had fruit, others only pos-
sessed flowers. I collected some flowers 
and sent them to Dr Reynolds for further 
information etc. Her reply - the flowers 
were all  female. This information sug-
gested that trees with flowers but no fruit 
must be male trees. Interested people un-
dertook to stake and number all Alectryon 
ramiflorus in the vine scrub. Later I took 
it upon myself to mark certain trees with 
tags marked ♀ and ♂ and EEZ. It is my 
opinion Alectryon ramiflorus has not 

fruited in the same abundance as in 1986, 
some years hardly at all. The trees I con-
sider male trees, flower up to a month be-
fore the female tree produces her flowers. 
Pollination appears to be by insects and 
perhaps other fauna. Some birds devour 
the ripening fruit. 
 

The number of Alectryon trees is less now 
than when I discovered them. A new 
fence line separating the Scientific Area 
from freehold land by the land holder saw 
the loss of 3 adult trees. In a neighbour-
ing property 1km distant, 6 trees were lost 
to the bulldozer - all adult trees. 
 

Over the years, several of the Alectryon 
have matured to adulthood, having  pro-
duced flowers on the male tree, and  
flowers and fruit on the female tree. 
 

While this new tree attracted much interest 
back in the mid 1980's, it's almost a for-
gotten species now. The Forestry Depart-
ment put a protection on this small patch 
of vine forest (scrub) containing the Alec-
tryon ramiflorus, and also named it 
"Zillmann Scientific Area" - also fencing 
the area to protect it from straying stock. I 
am honoured to have this special place the 

The Isis Tamarind Tree 
(Alectryon ramiflorus) 

BY ERIC ZILLMANN 
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In view of the already talked about land for sale to the highest bidder in 
the Norval Park area, one can assume that the thin edge of the wedge has 
already entered the minds of possible bidders. I have no axe to grind 
except my interest in the native flora and fauna of the area. 
 
Before reaching the Norval Park camping ground, one has to cross a 
swampy saltwater backwater that is flooded at high tide. 
Ornithologically, this saline flat is a stopover habitat for migratory wader 
birds. Our native bush birds inhabit the area also. Perhaps one of the 
most interesting plant inhabitants to be found on either side of the 
road, before crossing the saline flat is the Fungus Root. Scientifically 
named Balanophora fungosa, I first observed this fungus many years 
ago. It appears only after a very wet season. 
 
“Gardens” of this root fungus 
can be found either side of 
the road dividing the habitat 
into two forms of environ-
ment, coastal lowland  
rainforest on the left and low-
land forest on the right. Any 
interested observer has to 
scratch away leaf litter to  
reveal this strange fungus, 
which projects an image of 
something from the  
prehistoric past. Its appear-
ance coincides and responds 
to the wettest of seasons in the district; a case of the wetter the better. 
 
In this same habitat, I have observed the Tube-nosed Bat and the 
smaller Blossom Bat. Fruit Pigeons and the snail eating Noisy Pitta in-
habit the area during times of plentiful food. One can only hope this 
important habitat remains for future generations not yet born to see. 

 
 

 

FUNGUS ROOT 
(Balanophora fungosa) 

BY ERIC ZILLMANN April 2005 
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Queensland Blue Gums 
 

BY CAROL BUSSEY 

If there were a Miss Universe beauty contest for trees, a well formed 
Queensland bluegum - E. tereticornis - would have to be an out-
standing contender. The long trunk streaked with shades of silver, the 
slender graceful branches and drooping foliage surely cannot be  
bettered by sturdy oaks or windswept pines. 

Here on the coast, the tree assumes a very 
beautiful form reminiscent of a slender 
thirties film star languid in a silver satin 
gown. Inland, the tree must be a different 
genetic variety. It has large dirty rusty red 
patches, a huge disproportionately long 
trunk and a generally assymetrical 
windswept head of foliage. 
 

The timber of this tree is red and heavy 
and another name for it is Forest Red 
Gum. It flowers in winter/spring. The 
flowers are creamy in colour with an 
organic smell which must attract flying 
foxes and moths. The flowers have most 
nectar at night showing the importance of 
night pollinators for these eucalypts. The 
buds have a long witch’s cap operculum 
(see photo) and the capsule is small and 
round with valves which stick out a little at 
the top. 
 

Queensland bluegum is the primary koala 
food tree in much of SEQ. Greater gliders 
and ringtail possums also feed on the leaf 
tips. Queensland bluegum communities 
are in great danger from overclearing as 
they occur on the most fertile soils in 
Queensland. 
 

In many areas, only a tiny remnant of 
original stands of bluegum dominant forest 
remain. This, of course, has had disastrous 
effects on the koala. 

Photo Credit: Carol Bussey 
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This animal numbered in the millions in 
the early part of this century. At least 3 
million were killed in the 1920s alone for 
their skins. Now, the koala population 
may be less than 100,000. 
 
As well as nectar, pollen and leaves, the 
bluegum readily drops its branches 
creating hollows so when you are gazing 
at this lovely tree you may see a little head 
pop out of one of the stumps.  
 

If you have lots of room, plant one in 
your garden. They grow to 45 metres 
and are branch droppers. However, 
they grow fairly quickly and the young 
trees are most attractive. 

QUIZ:     
 

Which picture below depicts E. tereticornis - 
put the correct letter next to each number: 
 
1.                    2.                   3.         

Final question: For those of you who know 
your trees - What do the other pictures 
represent?            (See page 19 for answers). 

Rough leaved Saw-Sedge 
Gahnia aspera 

Gahnia aspera (Family Cyperaceae) 
is a clumping sedge commonly found 
along the eastern coast of Australia 
including the Wide Bay area. It can 
grow to 1.5 metres and has long, thin, 
saw-edged leaves, which are very 
rough. The flowers are cream  
coloured. The fruits are attractive, 
shiny, reddish-brown nuts. This plant 
prefers damp habitats, but also  
tolerates drier conditions. 
 
Masses of Gahnia clumps can often be 
found along the edges of creek beds 
and gullies interspersed amongst euca-
lypts, acacias and melaleucas. They 
provide shelter for birds and  
animals that forage in the under- 
storey and are an important part of 
these ecosystems. 

Photos and article by Andrea van Kampen 
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Soul of the Desert 
By Philippa Nikulinsky and 

Stephen D Hopper 
(Fremantle Arts Centre Press $60.00) 

Reviewed by Carol Bussey 

“Soul of the Desert" is a large 
book designed more for the coffee 
table than for reading on the 
train. It is basically a vehicle for 
the lovely botanical art of Philippa 
Nikulinsky.  

To get the criticism over first. 
Nikulinsky writes two pages on her art 
techniques but never tells you what her 
medium is - water colour? watercolour 
pencils? And Stephen Hopper describes 
the formation  form of various 
Australian deserts but there is no map 
of Australia. Many readers - especially 
those who never went to school here - 
will not know where the Great Victorian 
Desert is or Sturt’s Stony Desert. So to 
read the book with any intelligence, one 
must haul down the atlas. 
 
Hopper describes the geological history 
of deserts in general & Australian deserts 
in particular. We consider ourselves an 
old continent but in fact our deserts are 
among the youngest in the world. 
Reading about the formation of deserts 
is very fascinating but does require a bit 
of concentration. Unlike many other 
deserts, Australian deserts are well 
vegetated due to underground aquifers, 

watercourses and sporadic rainstorms.  
 
There is a very interesting chapter about 
genetic diversity in the desert & desert-
periphery, which suggests that species 
divergence here is quite recent - consistent 
with the young age of our deserts. 
 
Without a doubt the highlight of 
the book is Nikulinsky’s detailed & 
delicate drawings of desert plants.  
 
She combines flowers and grasses to 
produce beautiful compositions. Her 
paintings of the various eucalypts are 
exquisite. Each painting is done on a 
full page which seems to invite framing. 
The paintings of birds are less 
satisfying - the head of the wedgetailed 
eagle, for example, seems to have too 
small of a beak and too large an eye but 
the depictions of rodents and lizards 
have more appeal (probably because we 
are less familiar with them). 
 
The authors give the aboriginal names 
and uses for many of the plants.  
 
Reading this book will leave you 
with itchy feet to visit our deserts 
and view these less well known 
Australian flora. 

BOOK REVIEW 

Eucalyptus Woodwardii from “Soul of the Desert” 
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From the Queensland Conservation Council Fact Sheet: 

NATIVE FROGS 
•     Frogs have been around since long before Australia existed as an 

independent land mass.  

•     Australia has some of the smallest and largest frogs in the world  

•     There are currently about 210 species of frog in Australia. There 
are approximately 4000 frog species in the world  

•     Australia's frogs occupy a wide range of habitats, from the de-
serts to the highest mountains.  

•     Frogs have a body surrounded by a skin that is porous, allowing 
both air and water to pass directly through it.  

•     Frogs do not drink water through their mouths at all - it is ab-
sorbed through the skin on their lower abdomen.  

•     Because frogs are so sensitive to changes in environmental con-
ditions they can act as 'environmental indicators'. This means that 
by looking at the status and health of frogs we can tell something 
about the status and health of the ecosystem, in other words frogs 
can tell us when there is something wrong in our environment.  

•     In Australia in the last 30 years 27 frog species have become 
threatened, 14 species have declined and eight have disap-
peared. 

•     Handy hint for breeding green tree frogs: 

      Get cast-off lettuce leaves from the fruit shop, boil in water and 
feed to tadpoles, otherwise they eat each other before they be-
come beautiful green tree frogs. Bet you didn't know that! 

Answers to Quiz  

(from page 17)   

1. B              2. A             3. A  
Bloodwood. 
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WBBCC  
MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

 
 

 
I wish to join / renew my membership 
with Wide Bay Burnett Conservation 
Council.  
 
 

Membership:           $____________ 
 
Donation:                $____________ 
 
TOTAL                   $____________ 
 
 

 
NAME: ………………………………... 
 

 
ADDRESS…………………………….. 
 
……………………………….. ……….. 
 
Phone: . ……………………        
 
Email:……………………… 
 
SIGNED ………………........       
 
Date .........................………....  

Please return to: 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council 

PO Box 694 
MARYBOROUGH Q 4650 

Annual Membership 
Single              $ 15.00 
Family group  $ 20.00 
Associations    $ 30.00 

quarterly newsletter  
“WAMBALIMAN”  

included in membership  

 
 

DATE CLAIMERS 

 
MARY RIVER ART MARY RIVER ART MARY RIVER ART 

EXHIBITION EXHIBITION EXHIBITION    
   

Josephine Joynson &Josephine Joynson &Josephine Joynson &   
Bernadette DaltonBernadette DaltonBernadette Dalton   

 

4 PM, Saturday, 
02 September, 2006 

 

Old Warehouse Gallery, Wharf 
Street, Maryborough 

 

To be opened by Cate Molloy, 
Member for Noosa. 

 
WBBCC members have received a 

formal invitation 

 
 

WBBCC 
 

Sunday 17th September 2006 
 

General Meeting 
1 pm – 3 pm  

(afternoon tea provided) 
 

Management Committee 
Meeting 

10.15 am for 10.30 am start 


