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From the  WBBCC Coordinator’s Desk  
by Emma-Kate Currie 

Hello there, fellow conservation friends! As 
usual it has been an eventful time for 
WBBCC over the last 3 months. 
 

On Monday 9th November, the Paradise 
Dam Case hearing finally commenced in 
the Federal Court. The hearing ran for a 
little over 2 weeks at which point it was ad-
journed until February 1 to allow for 
WBBCC’s final expert witness to give evi-
dence after a health issue prevented him 
from appearing in court in November. The 
hearing resumed on Feb 1st and closing 
submissions were presented to the court on 
Friday 5th. The case is now finished and 
WBBCC is awaiting Justice Logan’s ruling 
expected sometime in the coming months. 
At the close of the case, WBBCC’s legal 
team, QC Ken Fleming and Barrister’s 
Penny Hay and Dr Chris McGrath, are opti-
mistic of our chances of success. We en-
countered some significant hic-ups but the 
hearing revealed a substantial amount of 
evidence to support our argument that the 
fish transfer device is unsuitable. WBBCC 
knew this case was never going to be easy 
and considering that Burnett Water was 
represented by the state’s top QC, we think 
we’ve got a good chance of winning. 
WBBCC has been represented by a team of 
highly competent environmental litigators 
and we’ve given it everything we’ve got. 
 

Three days into the hearing, Federal Envi-
ronment Minister, Peter Garrett, announced 
that he would not approve the proposed 
Traveston Crossing Dam! What a win for 
both the Mary Valley community and the 
conservation sector! Three years of non-
stop protest and the pressure of the para-
dise dam case finally paid off! A win this 
substantial should act as a reward for eve-
ryone who has fought for the environment in 
any way and to further encourage individu-
als and organizations to continue to advo-
cate for the protection of our environment. 

 

In late January, WBBCC was contacted by 
7 Local News and asked to comment on the 
recent announcement of a proposed open 
cut coal mine at Aldershot, North of Mary-
borough. WBBCC was already aware of this 
mining proposal for some time but were 
waiting for the applications to be lodged in 
order to begin opposing it. The Northern 
Energy Corporation (NEC) formally lodged 
an application for mining lease on 29-01-
2010 and has recently made an application 
to DERM (Environment and Resource Man-
agement) for an Environmental Authority 
(Mining Activity). I met with Minister Kate 
Jones last Friday for a DERM environ-
mental roundtable and later met with DERM 
representatives and the assistant Director 
General to discuss this mining proposal. I 
highlighted the key concerns including loss 
of, biodiversity and corridors mapped as 
essential habitat, water quality/wetland is-
sues (RAMSAR) and the potential health 
risks associated with the extraction and 
transportation of the coal. WBBCC has sent 
letters to both Minister Robertson and Min-
ister Jones including these issues. WBBCC 
has also alerted the Torbanlea State School 
and the Education Minister of the potential 
health risks associated with coal dust expo-
sure during transportation via rail which 
passes within 30m of the School and a local 
childcare centre. WBBCC has taken this 
issue to the local media today to alert the 
community and the NEC declined to com-
ment on the issue. 
 

For more information on the Paradise Case, 
a report on the hearing will be included in 
WBBCC’s annual report presented at the 
AGM on 14th March 2010. A meeting notice 
will arrive shortly for WBBCC members. 
 

Until then, that’s all from the Coordinator’s 
desk. 

Emma-Kate Currie 21/02/10 
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T he last day (February 1st 2010) of evi-
dence in our court case (WBBCC vs. 

Burnett Water / Sunwater) was a learning 
experience for me. The Solicitor General 
(Walter Sofronoff, QC) attacked our expert 
hydrological witness’s (Max Winders) re-
port, just as he had done to Jim Tait’s bio-
logical report in October 2009. It was clear 
that Soberanof had no evidence to present, 
but relied on discrediting our expert wit-
nesses and their reports; Jim’s report was 
largely dismissed, most of Max’s survived, 
but Max did not appear as a witness as Jim 
had done. Our barrister, Ken Fleming, 
clearly thought enough evidence was pre-
sented to Judge Logan for him to make a 
decision in our favour. Whereas the court 
proceedings are a battle of wits and point 
scoring between the judge and the barris-
ters, the actual decision will hopefully be 
based on the evidence presented. Anyone 
reading the transcripts would conclude we 
have a strong case and the only “evidence” 
against us is that only 5 years of data is /
was available (a monitoring period of 10 
years had been mentioned) and that there 
has been no evidence of lung fish popula-
tion decline, or increase, in the Paradise 
Dam region. Jo Bragg, who with her col-
leagues and volunteers from the EDO office 
did all the hard yards of the court case, will 
be the Guest Speaker at our AGM on Sun-
day, March 14th 2010. This will give you all 
an opportunity to get a full understanding of 
what has gone on; and hopefully we might 
have a favourable decision by that time. 
 

A ttending the court proceedings allowed 
me to catch up with Max with whom I 

had interaction some 30 years ago when he 
was building an abattoir at Coominya. He 
worked as an engineer at the Howard 
Power Station in the mid 1960’s and at one 
stage owned the land that is now Pacific 
Haven, which is where I live. Max retains a 

personal interest in the area and is keen to 
participate with us in our negotiations with 
Peter Garrett after Judge Logan hands 
down his decision. This will be an interest-
ing time, as our interaction with Garrett and 
his department during the court case had a 
bearing on his decision to stop the Trave-
ston Dam. A favourable decision will have 
ramifications well beyond the fishway on 
Paradise Dam; it will be a powerful weapon 
in our armoury. 
 

A nd we are going to need powerful weap-
ons in the battle against the proposed 

open cut coal mine just north east of Alder-
shot. Roger and I walked over the area to 
see just what was there in this Unallocated 
State Land. It is all what most locals de-
scribe as “Rubbish Bush”, stunted blood-
woods and low banksias on “Wallum Spew” 
soils that are so “poor” they can hardly grow 
slash pines. That of course is why it is 
“unallocated”; it is simply too poor for graz-
ing, agriculture / agro forestry. However, it 
must be the largest area of that ecosystem /
habitat remaining in all of Australia; several 
1000 acres of it untouched, unspoilt and a 
designated wild life corridor. We can expect 
both local and state governments to cry 
“jobs, jobs, jobs” from the rooftops, but that 
is just par for the course. The truth is mining 
companies employ few locals and rely on 
specialised workers, who they fly in and out. 
It is not only the mine site that will be a 
problem, but the infrastructure that will go 
with the open cut; they have the northern 
rail line and existing siding and foundations 
of the old line to Hervey Bay. Who in Torb-
anlea, Howard, or anywhere in between, 
wants a loaded coal train running to Glad-
stone x times a week? But it takes more 
than rhetoric to stop a mine of any sort.  
 
 

See you all at the AGM on March 14th 2010 
Tim Thornton 14/02/10 

WBBCC President’s Comment 
By Dr. Tim Thornton 
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Federal Environment Minister Peter 
Garrett has made his final decision 
on the Traveston Crossing Dam pro-
posal, determining that the impacts 
of the proposed dam on threatened 
species would be too great. 
 

“After carefully considering all the information 
necessary for me to make my final decision, in-
cluding the recent comments on my proposed 
decision by the proponent, the Queensland Coor-
dinator-General and the relevant federal minis-
ters, I have concluded that the Traveston Cross-
ing Dam cannot go ahead without unacceptable 
impacts on matters of national environmental 
significance,” Mr Garrett said. 
 

“As I stated when I made my proposed decision 
on this project, all of my decisions under the na-
tional environment law are based primarily on 
science, and the science is very clear about the 
adverse impacts this project would have on the 
nationally protected Australian lungfish, Mary 
River turtle and Mary River cod. 
 

“The independent expert advice and the advice 
from my department clearly show the Traveston 
Dam proposal would lead to serious and irre-
versible consequences for these species and 
most likely, would lead to their further decline.  
 

“The Australian environment is under pressure on 
numerous fronts, and much of our unique wildlife 
is suffering under the impact of threats including 
invasive species, habitat loss and the effects of 
climate change.   We’re working hard to respond 
to these and other threats, and sometimes this 
requires tough decisions to be made. 
 

“In this context, I want to make clear that in mak-
ing my final decision on this matter I had regard 
to the overriding objects of the Environment Pro-
tection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999, 
including the protection of the environment, the 

conservation of biodiversity, and the promotion of 
ecologically sustainable development and the 
need to consider the precautionary principle in 
making my decision. 
 

Mr Garrett said dams could play a valuable role 
in terms of water supply, when well located and 
carefully designed. The Hinze Dam and the new 
dam at Wyaralong were approved in the past two years. 
 

“For the Traveston Dam proposal, however, the 
species’ breeding and their ability to maintain 
their population numbers would be seriously 
affected by the flooding of their habitat and by the 
fragmentation of significant populations, and I 
was not satisfied that adequate measures were 
proposed to mitigate these impacts. 
 

“While I acknowledge that the proponent did a 
great deal of work trying to devise measures to 
mitigate the impact of the dam on threatened 
species, and the Coordinator-General proposed 
some 1,200 conditions of approval, the reality is 
that the effectiveness of the measures being 
proposed was highly uncertain, a number of 
these measures couldn’t be tested until the dam 
was operational and the impacts were already 
being felt. 
 

“Throughout the assessment process a range of 
measures were suggested to better protect the 
Mary River environment and the threatened spe-
cies that rely upon it. I believe there are practical 
measures that should be implemented to protect 
the species including rehabilitation of riparian 
corridors, improved cattle fencing around sensi-
tive habitat, and finalisation of a recovery plan for 
the Australian lungfish. I believe that these are 
measures that should still be undertaken despite 
the proposal not proceeding. 
 

“I believe that it’s critical that both local and state 
government work together to tackle the threats to 
these species and secure their future. My depart-
ment is currently examining the possibility of 
pursuing a regional recovery plan for the area. 

TRAVESTON DAM 
GETS FINAL  
NO DAM 

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts, 
PG/384  2 December 2009 
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“In making my decision I also carefully consid-
ered relevant economic and social mat-
ters.  Independent analysis of this proposal cast 
serious doubt over its economic merits. I also 
had regard to the significant concerns raised by 
the communities in the Mary Valley that would 
be most directly affected by the dam.  
 

Mr Garrett said that he was well aware of the 
need for long-term water security for South East 
Queensland but noted that the Coordinator-
General's report identified that the water to be 
provided by the proposed dam was unlikely to 
be required prior to 2026, and that there are a 
number of alternative water supply options 
available to the Queensland Government. 
 

The Traveston Dam proposal was assessed by 
the Australian Government because it had the 
potential to impact on nationally listed threat-
ened species, migratory species, the Great 
Sandy Strait Ramsar wetland, and the World 
Heritage values of Fraser Island. 
The scientific expert reports and the economic 
analysis commissioned on this proposal can be 
found on the department’s website 
at www.environment.gov.au/ <<MR Traveston 
Final Decision_021209.pdf>> pbc 

Anger over  
Mary River Pipeline 

 
Opposition to the proposed Northern Pipe-
line Interconnector Stage 2 is at an all-time 
high as residents, environmentalists and 
local politicians this week appealed to Envi-
ronment Minister Peter Garrett to can the 
project.  
 

With just days to go before Mr Garrett an-
nounces his decision, scores of locals made 
an impassioned plea to the former Midnight 
Oil frontman to protect rare flora and fauna 
threatened by the pipeline.  
 

They say the endangered species are the 
very ones he sought to protect by aborting 
Premier Anna Bligh’s controversial Trave-
ston dam.  
 

The Noosa Journal broke the story last week 
when its front page picture showed hun-
dreds of expensive pipelines already pur-
chased by the State Government ahead of 
Mr Garrett’s decision.  
 

This is the exact scenario which saw the 
State Government spend up to $2 billion on 
the Traveston dam project only to have it 
aborted at the last minute by Mr Garrett. 
Save the Mary spokeswoman Glenda Pick-
ersgill urged readers to contact Mr Garrett 
and make their feelings known. 
 

 “This is nothing more than a back door 
approach to taking water from the Mary,’’ 
she said. “Bligh wants to own the water and 
she wants to sell it.  We have already 
proved that this would be disastrous for the 
Mary that’s why Minister Garrett turned 
down Traveston dam. How could he possi-
bly let the pipeline go ahead? This is the 
same Mary River environment which he 
said was in need of further protection.’’  
 
Source: Noosa Journal 12/02/10 

Federal Environment Minister, Peter Garrett, 
with Sol Thornton and her sister Malu, taken 
at Darling Harbour in Sydney in June 2009. 
At this opportunity Tim Thornton,  WBBCC’s 
President  took this opportunity to ask Mr 
Garrett to "can the dam". 
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This article is reprinted from the Environmental Defender’s Office* Annual Report 2008/9 
Paradise Dam case : WBBCC v Burnett Water Pty Ltd QUD 319 of 2009 
 

On 7 October 2008 EDO Qld’s client, the small but feisty Wide Bay Burnett Conservation 
Council (‘the Association’) launched enforcement proceedings against Burnett Water. 
Burnett Water is a government owned corporation which owns and operates the Para-
dise Dam on the Burnett River. 
 

The Association sought a declaration that the dam operator was breaching condition 3 of 
its environmental approval that the dam operator must install and operate a fishway suit-
able for the Queensland Lungfish. The relief sought also included mandatory injunctions 
to address problems with the fishway design and lengthy periods of non operation.  
 

This case is about protecting the Queensland Lungfish. This ancient species is of evolu-
tionary importance as it has both gills and a primitive lung. The lungfish is listed under 
the Commonwealth Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.  
Importantly, the case is also about holding major infrastructure builders accountable for 
failure to comply with conditions of approval that they agree with in order to secure the 
approval in the first place. The case also raises the question why a fishway at Traveston 
would work if it is not successful in the Paradise Dam.  
 

Twisting like a fish in a net, Burnett Water has attempted to avoid the case reaching a 
hearing. In December 2008 Burnett Water unsuccessfully tried to have the proceedings 
adjourned, due to the possibility that the Commonwealth government might possibly take 
a criminal prosecution enforcement action. More recently, the case was adjourned until 9 
November 2009 on the application of Burnett Water who produced evidence that they 
had met with Commonwealth public servants and that the Minister might be about to 
change (i.e. weaken) condition 3 of the environmental conditions under debate in Court.  
 

The outstanding feature of this case are the tenacity of Roger Currie and the Association 
who decided to think big and take the case on, the over 20 volunteer students who have 
diligently helped wade through documentation (under confidentiality agreements of 
course!) and the cooperation of the environmental groups in assisting the Association. 
Barrister Chris McGrath has done a magnificent job leading the case and each and 
every EDO staff member has worked long and hard.   

For the first time, the Federal Court will consider and interpret compliance with condi-
tions under the EPBC Act. Recognising the important public interest elements in this 
case, recently the Association received a grant of Commonwealth public interest test 
case funding, which was the first given for an environmental case in over a decade.  

*The Environmental Defender’s Office (EDO) is a non-profit, non-government community legal centre 
specialising in public interest environmental law.  

Paradise Dam case:  

Wide Bay Burnett Conservation 
Council  

v  

Burnett Water Pty Ltd  

Photo: Queensland Lungfish 
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Koala Plan in Effect 
The Nature Conservation (Koala) Conservation Plan 2006 and Management Program 
2006-2016 (the Koala Plan) came into effect on 2 October 2006. This Plan addresses the 
key threats facing koalas and sets out strategies to stop the decline of koala numbers and 
set in train the species' recovery. Issues addressed in the Koala Plan include: habitat pro-
tection and vegetation clearing; development; State Government infrastructure; vehicle 
mortality; dog attacks; translocation; research; zoos; public education and the rehabilita-
tion of sick, injured and orphaned koalas. 
The Koala Plan has replaced the SEQ Regional Plan Interim Guideline - Koalas and 
Development, which provided assessment criteria applying to proposed development in 
Koala Habitat Areas. 
Koala Districts and Koala Habitat Areas 
The Koala Plan divides the State into three districts - District A, B and C - based on the 
level of threat to koalas. The level of threat in each district affects development in that 
area. 
• District A: This district covers the 11 local government areas in the South East 

Queensland Regional Plan 2005-2026 where koala population densities are the 
highest and the threats associated with habitat destruction and human impact are the 
greatest. Consequently, reducing the threats in this District is the main focus of the 
strategies of the Koala Plan. District A is also within the South East Queensland 
Bioregion where koalas are listed as vulnerable under the Nature Conservation Act 
1992. 

• District B: This district covers 7 local governments in the South East Queensland 
Bioregion where koalas are listed as vulnerable under the Nature Conservation Act. 
Koala population densities in this district are lower than in District A and the threat 
to koalas here is considered to be moderate to high. 

• District C: This district covers the remaining 33 local government areas where koa-
las are known to occur in Queensland. In this district the koala is listed as least con-
cern wildlife under the Nature Conservation Act. The threat to koalas in this district 
is considered to be moderate to low. 

There are 26 local government areas in Queensland where koalas are not known to occur. 

District A 

District C 

District B 

This information is taken directly from the website of the   
Department of Environment and Resource Management  
www.derm.qld.gov.au/wildlife-ecosystems/wildlife/koalas/
koala_plan/index.html 

Raising awareness of koala 
conservation is an important 
part of the Koala Plan. Have 
a look at the website. 
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Christmas Break-up 28.11.09 
 by Diane Christensen. 

 

It was with relief that the Idiens' Ford with Les, Linda, Joan and myself arrived at Noel 
Dean's acreage on the Mary River at Gundiah although considerably late.   Having trav-
elled almost to Gympie and missing the turnoff, we sheepishly lugged our folding chairs to 
the group of competent orienteerers already settled under the  shady trees.  Ignoring the 
stifling heat, we soon gained our composure and participated in the social banter. 
 

After downing some welcomed drinks, Ruby, Coryn, Linda, Les and myself adopted ex-
plorer-mode and accompanied Noel on a tour of his property.  We were amazed at the 
beauty of this section of the Mary that is tucked away from the maddening crowds.  
 

On noticing the dryness of the country, we arrived at the Mary River Turtle nesting area 
situated on the top of a very steep bank.  Noel explained how Tiaro Landcare, of which he 
is a member, is monitoring the site and recording data on each nest.  It must have been 
with huge relief that the turtles heard the news from Minister Garrett that their habitat was 
to be preserved.  We left the site with a much greater admiration for the tenacity of this 
little creature. 
 

After Inez and her mum had dried themselves from their paddle and we had returned to 
base camp, we didn't hesitate to consume the Christmas fare laid out before us.  It was 
difficult to realise that the activities of 2009 had come to an end. 
 

With satisfied tummies [mine full of Inez's White Christmas], we loaded into the Ford and 
meandered over the brown fields, through the inevitable country gates and effortlessly 
onto the highway.  We all were in agreement as to Noel's hospitality and the charm of his 
property.  The drought broke that night.  

Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ  
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Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ  

Above: 
Bill, Carol and Coryn  at the November 
working bee at the Faye Smith Wetlands, 
Maryborough. 
Below: 
Linda, Noel and Inez enjoy the food and 
Ruby and Coryn relax after lunch at the 
Christmas branch break-up. 
Opposite bottom: 
The Mary River at Noel’s place at Gundiah 
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Is this a weed? 
At a glance some of us would reckon we have 
this plant in the garden or on the edges of our 
bush blocks hugging moist sites; making its 
appearance after the recent rains.   
 

A weed? There are a few similar looking 
blue flowering Commelinas; native and in-
troduced—so it may or may not be a weed. 
 

Several characteristics will determine whether 
you have the native Commelina diffusa or the 
introduced weed Commelina benghalensis. The 
leaf sheath of Commelina benghalensis has 
obvious rusty hairs and the flowers have a 
middle anther producing yellow pollen and 
lateral anthers producing white pollen. In con-
trast the leaf sheath of Commelina diffusa  is 
glabrous and the anthers of the flowers have 
only yellow pollen. C.diffusa is commonly 
found around Brisbane whereas another native 
of the same genus C.cyanea, is found in the 
Sydney area.  
 

Commelina is closely related to the white flow-
ering Tradescantia albiflora, called 
“Wandering Jew”, a very problematic intro-
duced plant. Of interest too, the exotic Dichori-
sandra thyrsiflora, commonly called “Blue 
Ginger”, that plant that produces the gorgeous 
big purple-blue flower clusters that attract the 
beautiful (native) Blue-banded Bee is not a 
ginger but of the Commelinaceae family also 
related to Wandering Jew. 
 

The native Commelinas were called “Scurvy 
Weed” by early settlers in their quest to find 
some edible greens. J & P  

Very Big! 
The Bunya Pine Araucaria bidwilli, which 
can reach a height of 30 metres or more, is 
probably not the most suitable tree for a  
backyard. However we have a 30 year old 
specimen, standing about 15 metres in our 
backyard some 30 metres from the house. It is 
part of a small bush tucker garden and it 
probably wins in the food production stakes 
as well as the wow factor for grandeur.  We 
thought that the Bunyas produced cones 
every three years but ours drops several huge 
cones annually. We just make sure we are not 
underneath at the time! J & P 
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A Native Thistle? 
By Rick Haywood 

Rhaponticum australe, or Austral Cornflower, is also known as Na-
tive Thistle because of its similar appearance to introduced exotic 
European and Asian thistles. 

 R. australe is an erect, herbaceous perennial 
growing to 60 cm high. Stems are covered with 
woolly hairs, leaves are toothed to deeply pin-
natifid, flowers are clustered into terminal heads 
and the petals are purple. The cypselas (fruits) 
are long and striate with slender white hairs. 
 

Austral Cornflower historically extended 
through NSW and Victoria but is now presumed 
extinct in these two States.  In Queensland, it is 
known from Mt Moffat to Gatton, a distance of 
600km.  It is listed as vulnerable under Queen-
sland’s Nature Conservation Act 1992.  
 

This species grows in eucalypt open forest with 
grassy understory and on road reserves.  The 
main potential threats include broad-scale vege-
tation clearing, invasion by exotic weeds, graz-
ing pressure and roadworks. 
 

Isolated remnants of this species occur in the 
Burnett River catchment near Coalstoun Lakes 
and north of Monto.  So next time you travel to 
Ban Ban Springs and see eye-catching purple 
flowers on the roadside, you may not be looking 
at an exotic thistle, but one of Australia’s en-
dangered species.  

True Friends,  
False Enemies 

www.saveourwaterwaysnow.com.au 
Linked to this site is a  is a really inter-
esting article which details several quite 
well known plants that are often mis-
taken for weeds. There are good col-
oured photos and plant descriptions.  
Go to the site and type in “true friends, 
false enemies” in the Search box on the 
Home page. 

The  Fraser Coast Regional Council has re-
leased the tiny weevil, Cyrtobagous salviniae, 
into Condor Lakes at Hervey Bay in an attempt 
to control the salvinia biologically. The weevil 

is specific to salvinia and will 
not affect other plants in the 
ecosystem. 
 Large mats of salvinia clog 
waterways in many sub 
tropical and tropical places. 
The weevils have been used 
in Australia since 1980.  
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White–throated Nightjar 
Ground Nesting Observations  

by Eric Zillmann 
 

Whilst bird watching on 30 August 2009 I spotted a White-throated Nightjar 
squatted on a leafy patch of ground. Here, I thought, was a chance to observe 
what may follow in the days ahead. Returning to the spot the next day, 1 Septem-
ber, I placed a reference point to ascertain if indeed the Nightjar was in situ. 
 

The selected nesting site of the 
featured Nightjar that was ob-
served is a disused quarry on 
about half a hectare located 25 
km from Bundaberg. The 
quarry was last used in the 
1950s and has, to the present 
time, grown eucalypt trees 
about 10 metres tall and leaf 
litter covers the quarry floor. 
All observations were carried 
out with as little interference as 
possible to the birds. 

 
 

On the 5 October 2009, after 35 days, an eggshell was observed on the right side of the 
sitting Nightjar. After this observation I visited the site daily for a week. 
 

Here is a selection of the subsequent observations: 
 

Day 38: A second Nightjar joined the parent bird and together they shared brooding the 
chick. 
Day 50: I photographed parent and chick beside a small rock. The other parent was 1.5 
metres away resting on leaves. The chick, now much plumper, was around 15 days old. 
Day 58: Both Nightjars and chick had moved 50 metres from the hatching site, a move of 
some 10 metres from day 56 
Day 60: …. The chick more plump and speckled, melting into characteristic Nightjar plum-
age before one’s eyes, so to speak. The chick’s plumage is a pinky-brown colour. 
Day 70: ….The chick is larger and darker plumage is obvious…………….The chick is 
now 36 days old. A rapid growth of wing and tail feathers suggests it is close to fledging. 
Its colour is now a sooty imitation of its parents. 
Day 71: My brother and I, curious at the speed of the chick’s development, returned to the 
Nightjar’s sanctuary. Here we found all three together, close to where the chick was hiding 
yesterday. A sudden flush and all three took off together – a wonderful sight for both of us 
of this ground nesting White-throated Nightjar. Three cheers!!!  
 

Photo: 30 day old chick with parents, taken 2/11/09 
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Bush Stone-Curlew 
 

Over the lasts few weeks we have been lucky enough to see a pair of Bush Stone-
Curlews on our property. During the daytime they have been resting next to our driveway 
amongst wattles, sword grass, dead branches and leaf litter. Their wonderful camouflage 
makes them difficult to spot when they are motionless. Seemingly oblivious to cars pass-
ing within a few metres of them, they will skulk off very quickly at the first sign of a person 
approaching by foot. A nocturnal bird, they have an eerie, shrieking, wailing call that 
pierces the night. One will start just outside our house and others will join in, building to a 
crescendo. 
 
In southern parts of Australia, Bush Stone-Curlews are endangered but in the north they 
are reasonably common. Also known as “thick-knees”, these birds are ground-dwelling 
with a diet consisting of insects, frogs, reptiles and small mammals. Nests are simply a 
small scrape or bare patch on the ground and the clutch consists of two well-camouflaged 
eggs. 
 
Bush Stone-Curlews need an undisturbed habitat of fallen logs, branches and bark for 
camouflage, hunting and successful breeding.  Retaining existing vegetation and dead 
timber will hopefully help to preserve these intriguing yet vulnerable creatures.    

By Andrea van Kampen 

Photo: Andrea van Kampen 
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Walk on the Wild Side 
By Audrey Sorensen 

Walk with me before it's too late. Walk with me along Dundowran Beach towards Eli 
Creek. If you're lucky you may still see black-fronted dotterels and sand-pipers 
searching the water's edge and tidal mud-flats with pied stilts and curlews. You may 
see half a dozen white-faced herons flying overhead to perch in huge cypress along 
the beach front. 
 

You may hear wonga pigeons and whip birds calling from remnants of virgin scrub. If 
you venture into the strips of forest along the beach you may see fairy-wrens and 
white-browed scrub-wrens, and on the ground many shallow platelets scratched by 
the endangered black-breasted button-quail in its search for food. 
 

As you get closer to Eli Creek and its remaining mangrove trees, you will notice the 
clarity of the water. You may find the shoulder bone of a dugong washed clean by 
the tides and wonder how it died. But on your return back along the beach, you will 
notice how the water muddies as you get closer to the residential areas. You will also 
notice huge trees that have been washed out by the roots and dead trees in wind 
tunnels caused by clearing behind them.   
 

You may also notice survey pegs for future development, and along the road back 
towards Hervey Bay a bill-board that advertises land for sale by a company calling 
itself "Sea Shift". With talk of rising sea levels, how apt is that!   

 ALL IN THE TIMING by Ruby Rosenberg 
 

Late last year I was watering my chickpea / marigold/ mungbean garden plot in the cool 
of the early morning as a kookaburra happily hunted nearby. 
Having caught something it flew down onto the grassy patch on the neighbouring prop-
erty with an air of casual confidence. Suddenly from underneath the boatshed an enor-
mous blue cat sprung and with lightning speed was on top of the bird. I screamed No! 
which temporarily distracted the cat.  For the next few seconds an almighty struggle took 
place as I stood transfixed in horror. I then rushed towards the cat. As the cat made its 
escape I finally saw the bird which had not been visible during the struggle .It sat up-
right, stunned: an encouraging sign. After a time it flew up onto the roof of the boatshed. 
Things were getting better. It collected its thoughts and eventually flew away. It returned 
at the same time the next day. 
Was I in the right place at the right time? 
Recently I was in Sydney. The day before leaving my sister told me there was to be a 
weekend auction of John Gould’s original lithographs of Australian wildlife. I would not be 
there!   Time was running out by the time I got to the computer on Saturday morning 
and perused a small selection of the extensive catalogue. I emailed in two absentee bids 
at the eleventh hour. I rang on Monday morning not knowing if my bids had even gone in 
and was told that my bids did go in and I had just missed out on lot 27, the Sugar Glider, 
by $15!! Had I not changed my flight to come back 2 days earlier I might have been 
there and been successful! 
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  My Jungle Haven 

 
My yard -  it's in an awful mess 

And causing me great loads of stress. 
 But what to do?  Now  there's the poser 
Unkind friend says  “Bring the dozer.” 

 
My neighbour's muscles go quite tense 

When honeysuckle clogs the fence. 
The weeds are high and full of seed 

They don't need fertiliser feed. 
 

All trees and shrubs could do with lopping 
But tree pro's bill would sure be whopping. 

The lawn needs feeding, roses spraying. 
Perhaps to church to do some praying. 

 
I've got possums, rats, hare and 'roo, 
Big ticks and sure, a snake or two, 

Bull ants and wasps, spiders galore, 
Maybe somewhere a dinosaur. 

 
Our council writes ”You've noxious weeds 

All spreading far and wide their seeds, 
Lantana, privet, groundsel bush, 

Eradication we must push.” 
 

The R.F.S. says “Don't light fires 
Or they might turn to funeral pyres.” 

But Council states “No weeds in bins. 
We'll punish you for any sins.” 

 
“Putt, putt'” is coming from my mower 

It needs some zoom to be a goer. 
The whipper-snipper sure is busted 
And secataurs should be adjusted. 

 
My students plan a working-bee, 
Commitment I have yet to see. 

That Equine 'Flu removed the horses 
Perhaps there's other eating sources. 

 
Just give up sport and stay at home, 
Perhaps become a garden gnome? 

Sell the place, leave Aldavilla?  
Buy tiny unit?  What a chiller! 

 
But when it's Spring and all's in flower 
My yard becomes my garden bower. 

The birds are happy, life is fine. 
Why not dismiss these qualms of mine? 

My Jungle Haven  
Printed with the kind permission 

of the author, Margaret Joplin 
and submitted to Wambaliman 

by Diane Christensen  
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B y “work” I refer to the fact the Maureen runs an environmental consultancy business 
employed by authorities such as Main Roads. She is a person who is employed to 

do botanical surveys, collect seeds and grow the plants that will revegetate sites affected 
by works such as road realignment or bridge works. 
 

B y “play” I refer to her non business / leisure activities where as such an enthusiastic, 
knowledgeable and articulate person she is a valued member of Landcare, Wildlife 

Queensland and WBBCC among other groups and a valued consultant and guest 
speaker for others. The latter she relishes, saying she loves talking to people and passing 
on her knowledge and influencing debate to help protect the environment. 
 

M aureen is currently living comfortably at a property just outside Bundaberg where 
she returned 20 years ago after sampling life and work elsewhere. She grew up in 

Bundaberg and moved to ACT in the ‘70s to complete a Bachelor of Applied Science in 
environmental studies. She thought about teaching, travelled overseas and lived in Can-
ada for three years and then returned to Australia; settling in North Queensland. 
 

M aureen admits that her life “sort of fell in place”. She began working for the Ingham 
Council’s Parks and Gardens then in the nursery.  She loved the work and must 

attribute some of the success and contentment of the work to her upbringing when she 
says her mother nurtured in her, a love of gardening and “growing things”. Maureen still 
remembers and is proud that she was secretary of the gardening club at school when she 
was in grade 6! She was surely destined to be, as she later became, an occasional horti-
culture teacher at TAFE and other institutions. 

Volunteer Profile— 

We, as supporters and advocates of the natural environment, 
need and appreciate people like Maureen. Maureen “works” 
and “plays” with a knowledge and passion that advises, edu-
cates and enthuses our community.  

Maureen Schmitt 
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N ot long after Maureen returned to the Bundaberg area she acquired a job with 
Landcare working on the Woongarra Scrub. Her interest had began to change its 

focus from the horticulture of exotics to native plant species. She later became a Land for 
Wildlife Coordinator. 
 

O ver the years Maureen has honed her skills in propagation of native species and 
expanded her knowledge of the natural environment. She is an active member of 

Bundaberg & District Urban Landcare and Bundaberg WPSQ (since 1981) and an active 
participant in local events such as AgroTrend and Weedbusters and a sought after guest 
speaker for local groups. She is a member of several other groups including Friends of 
Baldwin Swamp and her input is regularly sought when it comes to devising management 
plans for reserves. 
 

M aureen is locally well-known and certainly seen as quite knowledgeable when it 
comes to native plants in the local community.  She has a seemingly endless pas-

sion for what she does while still maintaining the ability to communicate with people at all 
levels. 
 

M aureen likes the open space of living out of town. From her old Queenslander with 
its surrounding verandahs, she enjoys the bush, the breezes and can watch the 

sun set and the moon rise. Maureen likes to think she is doing her bit to ensure future 
generations will have the opportunity to live on this earth as we have.  
 

Article by Jenny Watts. 

A further comment from Pam Soper………………. 
 
Maureen is a well respected member of the broader community known for her active in-
volvement in promoting the use of native plants, and assisting in the community and Local 
Government re-vegetation projects throughout the region. She was the driving force in 
encouraging the old Woongarra and Burnett Shire Councils to extend the Hummock Re-
serve with Woongarra Scrub species.  She was directly involved with Council in planning 
and carrying out the revegetation project with the support of Bundaberg Landcare mem-
bers. 
 

Maureen is a long term member, and past President of Bundaberg and District Urban 
Landcare, and active member of Kolan Landcare. She is also a long term member and 
past Secretary of Bundaberg WPSQ, and was actively involved in the campaigns for dec-
laration of Kinkuna National Park, and in saving the Nielson Park foreshore area from 
commercial development. 
 

Maureen is also author of two reports – Conservation of Woongarra Scrub Remnants and 
Conservation of Isis Scrub Remnants, as part of a project funded through the Common-
wealth Government Bushcare Program of the National Heritage Trust, in the late 1990s. 
 

Maureen is a professional in every sense of the word, well qualified academi-
cally, with lots of hands on experience, and a great ability to transfer her knowl-
edge and enthusiasm for native plants when attending workshops, at community 
events, and taking people for a walk through the bush.  

Volunteer Profile— 
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WBBCC  
MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

 
 

  
The quarterly newsletter “WAMBALIMAN”  

is included in membership with multiple copies 
for associations by arrangement. 

 

I wish to join / renew my membership with 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council Inc. 

 

Membership:  $____________ 
 
Donation*:   $____________ 
 
TOTAL   $____________ 

 
NAME………………………………………… 
 
ADDRESS……………………………………. 
 
…………………………………...……………. 
 
Phone: . ……………………………………… 
 
Email:………………………………………… 
 
SIGNED ………………...……………………       
 
Date .........................……………..………….. 
 
Please return to: 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council 
PO Box 694 
MARYBOROUGH Qld 4650 
 

*Donation is a gift to WBBCC Inc. Public Fund. 
WBBCC Inc. is an endorsed deductible gift recipient 
on the Register of Environmental Organisations 
under the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997.  
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible. 

Annual Membership 
Single              $ 15.00 
Family group  $ 20.00 
Associations  $ 30.00 

 Date Claimers 

Clean –up Australia Day 
Sunday, 7 March  

 
Prickett Aquatic Park and Pioneer 

Country Park, Maryborough 
7:00—9:00 

(organised by FC WPSQ)  
 

Faye Smith Wetlands, Maryborough 
8:00-10:00 

(organised by Landcare) 

 
Also check the website 
for sites in your area 

WBBCC 
AGM 
2010 

Sunday, 14 March  
1:00pm start 

Neighborhood Centre 
Maryborough 

 
Guest Speaker, 

Jo Bragg from the EDO. 
 

Jo did all the hard yards in our 
recent court case. We may have 
a decision before the 14th, if it is 
favourable it will be "party time".  
 

stay on for afternoon tea and chat 
 

members and friends welcome 
 

Further information contact WBBCC 
President, Tim Thornton 41290609 


