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Planning Pressures in the 
Wide Bay Burnett Region 
 

With this region being promoted as ‘the 
place to be’  by developers and real estate 
agents it is more important than ever to 
keep a close eye on the activities of  Re-
gional Councils, and how they make their 
decisions on Material Change of Use appli-
cations.  
 

Developers and consultants  have much 
closer contact with, and consequently a  
more direct influence on councillors and 
council officers than others in the commu-
nity when planning applications are made.  
There is a need to be ever vigilant if we are 
to protect  the right of  native wildlife  to 
continue to survive in the wild, and to pro-
tect the rights of present and future 
(human) generations  to appreciate and 
enjoy natural areas.  
 

With ongoing pressure for foreshore devel-
opments it is essential that public  access 
to the ocean and adjoining foreshore areas 
is maintained.  At the same time we must 
ensure that marine species and shore birds 
are protected  from the mindless actions of 
humans. 
Pam Soper  
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Toads beware! The Friends of Cheellii 
Lagoon at Burrum Heads are after you!   

see Page 12 
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Pam Soper OAM 
 

In the recent Australia Day Honours List, 
WBBCC, WPSQ and Landcare member, 
Pam Soper received an Order of Australia 
Medal (OAM) for ‘service to the environ-
ment through executive roles with conser-
vation organisations and the promotion of 
natural resource management’. 

 

F or many decades, Pam has been an active campaigner for the conservation of 
Wide Bay Burnett Region's natural environment.  Pam has spoken for the envi-

ronment without fear or favour, and worked with conservation groups to raise commu-
nity awareness and understanding of environmental issues, liaised with Industry, Local, 
State and Federal Governments on environmental issues and has strongly advocated for 
better environmental outcomes. 

P am has had a long, committed, accomplished and acclaimed association with 
many conservation groups in Queensland, including Bundaberg Landcare and the 

Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council, is a life member of the Wildlife Preservation 
Society of Queensland, and a past editor of Wambaliman. 

P am has worked with the Queensland Conservation Council and the Environ-
mental Defenders Office on river, wetland and dam issues, including Walla Weir 

and Paradise Dam on the Burnett River.  She was at the centre of the campaigns to op-
pose both of these projects.  In particular, the Walla Weir campaign gained interna-
tional attention as a result of Pam’s work to highlight potential effects on the Queen-
sland's endangered lungfish Neoceratodus forsteri. 

P am has been an articulate advocate for the environment well before it became 
popular and has been at the forefront of initiating cultural change in organisations 

such as the Canegrowers in their move toward ecologically sustainable production. 
Pam has shown personal strength of character in dealing with largely male dominated 
committees. She has become well known to politicians at all levels of government for 
her tenacity. Pam's persistence in raising environmental concerns for a large and varied 
suite of development proposals over the years is evidence of deeply felt beliefs in tak-
ing an ecosystem approach in assessments. 

On behalf of all Wambaliman readers, congratulations Pam  
for this fantastic and well deserved achievement! 

Article by  Rick Haywood, President, Bundaberg WPSQ 
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Pam’s Response ….  
Having willingly volunteered my services over nearly three decades to raising aware-
ness of, and seeking protection for, the natural environment and the essential habitats of 
some of Australia’s unique species, I never sought nor expected any public accolades.  
That said, I feel honoured to have been awarded the OAM for ‘service to the environ-
ment through executive roles with conservation organisations and the promotion of 
natural resource management.’  
My role as Project Officer for the Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council has been 
very interesting.  At times I felt immersed in the Burnett River, taking part in the Bur-
nett River Study in parallel with the Water Allocation Management Plan (WAMP), and 
the campaigns against construction of Walla Weir and Paradise Dam with their associ-
ated blatant destruction of lungfish habitat. Much time has also been spent vigorously 
supporting the need for good urban and rural planning through the Wide Bay 2020 Re-
gional Planning, and Local Government, processes, also defending the right of the com-
munity to have access to public open space, parklands, foreshore areas and riverside.  
Along the way I have been privileged to meet many dedicated environmentalists and 
some very passionate active campaigners. 
One person can make a difference but, as expressed in the words of Margaret Meade   
‘never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed people can change the world.’  
I have been very fortunate in having the support of  the members of Bundaberg Wild-
life Preservation Society, Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council and Bundaberg 
Landcare. I offer my sincere thanks to those members, and others in the Bundaberg and 
Fraser Coast community, who have supported  the various campaigns to protect  areas 
of high biodiversity and cultural significance in the Wide Bay Burnett Region.  To-
gether we have made a difference.  Thank you.  

Left: Pam receives a 
congratulatory cake 
from WPSQ members 
Ann Jarman and 
Rachael Hill. 

One person can make a dif-
ference but, as expressed in 
the words of Margaret 
Meade ‘never doubt that a 
small group of thoughtful 
committed people can change 
the world.’ writes Pam in her 
response below. 

Pam Soper , Feb 2009 
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WBBCC President’s Comment 
By Dr. Tim Thornton 

WBBCC’s AGM  
15 March 2009, 1:00pm  

Maryborough   
Neighbourhood Centre.  

All welcome 

opposed to arts law; he is a young bloke, 
as sharp as a tack, a good talker, and his 
heart is really in this case. If anyone can 
win it in our court room he can; he has vis-
ited the Paradise Dam to get a “hands on 
feel” for the situation and is arranging for 
the judge to do the same, as part of the 
hearing. At Chris’s suggestion I will attend 
the court proceedings in Brisbane as a 
“biased” observer able to give him an 
“overview” during proceedings. 
 

Fire weighs heavily on our hearts and 
minds at this time. Five members of 
WBBCC were at Cuong Tran’s workshop 
on “Fire and Biodiversity Monitoring” on 
Monday, Feb 9th  in Bundaberg, when the 
known death toll in the disastrous fires in 
Victoria was 130. He told us only 4% of 
fires are started by natural causes, 96% are 
lit (unintentionally or intentionally) by peo-
ple. But, by Tuesday, Ron Boswell was 
leading the troglodyte’s claim that the trag-
edy was all due to the “greenies” stopping 
the burning of the bush and huge fuel loads 
accumulating etc. However, the role of ar-
sonists in lighting and spreading fires has 
at last been recognised, with Kevin Rudd 
describing them as “murderers on a mass 
scale” and the police and fire authorities 
are pursuing those responsible for the re-
cent fires and horrific loss of life, property, 
wildlife (millions) and ecosystems 
(bushland) in Victoria and NSW.  
Tim Thornton, Feb 2009  

At the coming AGM (March 15th) 
you must pay due homage to our 
former President, Pam Soper OAM. 
Pam has been honoured in the 
2009 Australia Day Honours and we 
congratulate you Pam on this well 
deserved award. That two of our 
members, Carol Bussey and Pam, 
have recently received awards for 
their community environmental 
work shows that we are in good 
company. 
 

The proposed Traveston Dam has 
slipped below the radar screen for the 
moment, but we all know it is still there, 
and this political development has not 
stopped Roger pursuing the issue with the 
wind in his sails. As we sail closer to the 
election, the Government and the Labour 
Party are going to have to come up with a 
definitive position (Yes or No), as it will be 
back on the radar screen. Peter Garrett 
will also need to come clean on this issue; 
his decisions on other recent environ-
mental issues have been confusing and 
disappointing, as if he is sheltering behind 
the EPBC Act rather than implementing it, 
and / or changing it to accommodate new 
circumstances. The Mary River Turtle and 
the Mary River Cod are unique to the Mary 
River ecosystem and one would think Pe-
ter Garrett has an easy open and shut 
case for canning the Traveston Dam. 
 

Our venture into the court / legal system 
was causing me considerable apprehen-
sion. Not that I doubted our case, it was 
my own personal experience with vagaries 
of the legal system and the strange deci-
sions that judges hand down, that worried 
me. This apprehension disappeared when 
I met our barrister, Dr Chris McGrath. 
Chris has a science law background, as 
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Update on Paradise Dam Case 
WBBCC v Burnett Water Pty Ltd 

 

Burnett Water’s Attempt to Delay Paradise Dam Case Fails  
 

On Friday 5 and 12 December 2008, Dr Chris McGrath, with EDO Qld, represented 
applicant Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council (WBBCC) against Burnett Water 
in a pre-trial hearing in the Paradise Dam case. This involved detailed oral and written 
submissions to the Federal Court opposing Burnett Water’s application to delay the 
case.  
 

Dr McGrath relied on affidavit evidence prepared by EDO Qld, Mr. David Kreutz, 
WBBCC President Dr Tim Thorton and lungfish expert Professor Jean Joss.  
Burnett Water asked the Court to stay (i.e. put on hold) the civil action by WBBCC 
that Burnett Water had breached Commonwealth condition of approval 3 concerning 
the fishway at Paradise Dam. Burnett Water argued that the Commonwealth was con-
ducting compliance investigations against Burnett Water concerning the Paradise fish-
way and that findings in the WBBCC case might prejudice the fairness of any later 
prosecution by the Commonwealth. Justice Logan dismissed this application by Bur-
nett Water, stating that the prospect of either criminal or civil penalty proceedings by 
the Commonwealth is but “a bare contingency” at the moment.  
 

In a surprise move, Burnett Water today reversed its opposition to providing discov-
ery of documents to WBBCC. This means the legal team for WBBCC and its expert 
witnesses will now gain access to important documentation about the operation of the 
Paradise Dam fishway.  
 

Justice Logan’s judgement showed a keen appreciation of the public interest elements 
of the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999. His Honour noted that the Act’s objects include the protection of the environ-
ment and the promotion of biodiversity. In the introductory paragraphs of today’s 
judgement, Justice Logan noted that Lungfish can lay claim to be the oldest surviving 
vertebrate species.  
 

On 13 February, Justice Logan set the  hearing for the case as 7 September 2009. 

    

For more information contact Jo Bragg at jbragg@edo.org.au 
A copy of the judgement is on the Federal Court’s website: Wide Bay Conservation 
Council Inc v Burnett Water Pty Ltd [2008] FCA 1900,  

WBBCC NOTICE BOARD 
Reminder to WBBCC members that 2009 
memberships subscriptions are now due. You 
can pay at the AGM or send to WBBCC using 
the form on the back of this Wambaliman. 

Welcome to 
new member 
Britt Einerman from Urangan  
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From the  WBBCC Coordinator’s Desk  
by Emma-Kate Currie 

H i everyone. It was a very busy time 
in the lead up to the Christmas 

break, I found myself racing to tie up the 
loose ends at the office so I could go 
away for Christmas without worrying that 
I’d forgotten something. 
 

T he Legal Case WBBCC v Burnett 
Water Pty Ltd is progressing very 

well. The further Directions Hearing held 
on the 5 December, adjourned to 12  De-
cember, had a promising outcome for 
WBBCC. The case update from that hear-
ing is on page 7 of this Wambaliman. 
 

W BBCC applied for $10,000 under 
the Federal Governments GVEHO 

grants program late last year and is still 
awaiting a reply. QCC wrote to EPA re-
questing an increase to our state funding 
from $15,000 to $25,000 per year, unfor-
tunately they did not grant this but have 
confirmed that the Environment Councils 
in QLD will receive another 4 year round 
of funding, so that’s a positive thing. I’ve 
also applied for funding through the  
Natural Resource Management Depart-
ment to undertake educational activities 
during Natural Resource Week in May 
09. If successful in gaining this funding, I 
will  endeavor to hold ‘Natural Resource 
Education Excursions’ for senior students 
in the Fraser Coast Region. I will keep 
you posted on this matter. 
 

T he beginning of 2009 has seen the 
successful launch of the partnership 

between WBBCC and REMC to run the 
Healthy Habitats Program. Roger contin-
ues to provide the on site inspections and 
evaluations while I take care of the ad-
ministration side of things. I’m enjoying 
this new set of obstacles. 

W ith the State Government election 
looming, I have had to carefully 

scrutinize the way in which WBBCC por-
trays itself in the media and public eye to 
ensure that we remain a-political and unbi-
ased at all times. The release of Minister 
McNamara’s Water Plan has caused quite 
a stir throughout the region. This has 
prompted us to consider running a 
‘Sustainable Water Supply Strategy’ forum 
where all the candidates in the Fraser Coast 
region would be invited to provide a 20 
minute presentation on their water strate-
gies. This concept is still being considered 
and we are waiting for the election to be 
called. 
 

W BBCC executive committee and 
myself would  like to say congratu-

lations to our project officer and former 
president, Pam Soper, for receiving a Fed-
eral Government ‘Order of Australia’ 
Award on Australia Day for services to the 
Environment and Natural Resource Man-
agement. It’s fantastic to see Pam awarded 
at a Federal level for her tireless commit-
ment to conservation. 
 

I  would like to make a goal this year as 
coordinator, to bring some more youth 

into the environment sector, increase our 
membership and bring WBBCC into the 
public eye so we are truly recognized as 
the ‘Peak Conservation Body’ for the re-
gion. 
 

L astly, WBBCC’s AGM will be on the 
15 March  at the Maryborough  Neigh 

-bourhood Centre. All members will re-
ceive the official notice either via email or 
Australia Post at least two weeks before 
the AGM. That’s all from the Coordinator’s 
Desk and remember - every bit counts.  
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Australia Day Awards 
Maryborough’s Citizen of the Year  

Margaret Wroe 
Wambaliman readers congratulate Margaret, a very valued  

and respected member of FC WPSQ on her award.   
 

Margaret received her award for “a lifetime of service to her community”  

Vale May Elizabeth Jensen 
by Glen Hastie 

On the 5 February 2009, Maryborough lost one of its more unique residents in 
the passing of May Jensen. May had been actively involved with wildlife or-
ganisations for many years and was an honorary life member of WPSQ. 

Bunya Mountains. 
May related to me how 
John Sinclair, a local school 
teacher was a large driving 
force behind the Branch’s 
outings and would  often 
run nature films after the 
monthly meetings, but that 
all ended with his battle to 
save Fraser Island. 
 

During this time May raised 
5 daughters, who all mar-
ried and left home, with the 
eldest remaining in town, 
and the others moving to 
various parts of the country. 

 

This  year Maryborough Bird Observers 
Group is celebrating 25 years and May 
was one of the founding members, so her 
absence from our bird outings will be 
deeply felt. 
 

May was also involved with the civilian 
widows group, the Catholic Church and 
the Unndennoo Aboriginal Kindergarten 
for many years. Always ready for a yarn, 
or to put forth her views on any topic, 
May will indeed be sadly missed around 
Maryborough.  

May grew up on the 
family farm near 
Monto and often 
talked of the early 
days of working on 
the farm there. Later 
her parents bought a 
property on the Big-
genden Road, and 
May moved there 
with her sister and 
brothers. 
 

The first wildlife 
group in Marybor-
ough was a field natu-
ralists club begun 
sometime in 1966 by an enthusiastic 
group including Bart Cavanagh (May’s 
father), Harold Muller, Gordon Titmarsh 
and Hugh Peddie.  In 1968 this group 
joined the Wildlife Preservation Society 
Queensland to form a Maryborough 
branch. May joined the Society and be-
came an active member serving on the 
committee several times over the years. 
She talked of many field trips and camp-
outs the local group went on to surround-
ing areas such as Burrum River National 
Park, Cooloola, Fraser Island and the 
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Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ 
Reports on Activities 
by Sara Gerdsen & Carol Bussey 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH AT REEFWORLD 
After viewing the exhibits and patting and feeding the turtles, members enjoyed a tasty 
lunch with bonbons and chocolates to celebrate the end of a busy year. Following this 
some members viewed the fish and shark feeding. As far as I know nobody took up the 
option to swim with the sharks.   
 

MONEY MONEY  MONEY!! 
No group can function without funds. Part of everyone's membership fee comes to the 
Branch and this helps us a lot but we always need to raise extra funds. Currently our 
bank balance looks quite good. 
☺Just prior to Christmas we received a $900+ donation from the Ergon Energy Green 
Team to help our Wildlife Carers. This money will be used to cover the cost of the 
"wildlife hotline", organise badges for our new carers, with the remainder shared be-
tween the 9 local carers to assist with some costs associated with their work.   
☺The sausage sizzle at Bunnings raised about $400 - thanks to members who helped 
on the day. 
☺Another great "Christmas present" was hearing that our application for a grant to run 
Coral Watch had been successful. Please contact Carol if you want to be part of this 
project. 

Our application for a small equipment grant was not successful. We had hoped to use 
this to buy shelving for storing our ever increasing resources. Oh well maybe next time.  
 
WORKING TOGETHER: 

The first event for the year is on 22  February. This Get-together at Fay Smith Wet-
lands is for  all the local conservation groups to share information and planning.  We will 
also be celebrating 20 years of WPSQ in Hervey Bay and 40 years for Maryborough. 
This event will be over by the time you receive Wambaliman – let’s hope it was a suc-
cess.  

 The committee have also met with Roger Currie the  Healthy Habitats Officer for the 
Fraser Coast  and many workshops and forums will be jointly hosted by FCWPSQ and 
Land for Wildlife. An exciting program has been developed with many interesting speak-
ers talking on topics such as sharks, butterflies and native bees. 
 
WILD THINGS 

By now members will have received the first edition of "Wild Things". John Eggleston 
has taken on the task of producing and distributing this publication to keep you up to 
date between Wambaliman issues. Thanks John, it looks great. 
  
20 YEARS AGO 
Brisbane office asked for a copy of the 1989 edition of Wambaliman in which the launch-
ing of Hervey Bay branch was detailed. As I read it many of the concerns seemed famil-
iar. Back then the new branch was concerned about the clearing of mangroves, illegal 
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clearing on the Esplanade and the building of high rise in an area which is subject to 
tidal surges as well as being on a seismic fault, canal estates, and the destruction of 
wetlands for more and more development. One item in this historical edition which 
thankfully has not eventuated was a proposal by Robin Town, a spokesman for Central 
Qld Cement "To commission a survey into the financial viability of blowing up the Glass-
house Mountains for limestone". If any members would like to read this edition please let 
me know. 
 
BUILDING NEW WETLANDS 
At our February General Meeting, our guest speaker was Dave Darmody from the 
Coastal Water Quality Alliance section of Wide Bay Water. He told members about the 
Wetland Rehabilitation projects happening in Howard, Hervey Bay and Bunya Creek. 
  
THE CROWS ASH LECTERN 
On 7 February at the Hervey Bay Regional Gallery local member Andrew McNamara 
presented a lectern made from some of the timber of this ill-fated tree. (Members did 
their best to stop its removal.) The lectern was crafted by Tony Bradbury's brother, 
Ross. It is a beautiful piece of sculpture and worth a trip to the gallery for a look. Also on 
display is an exhibition by Mo Skett called "The Eagle Speaks". 

FC WPSQ President, 
Audrey Sorensen and 
WPSQ member,  John 
Parsons cooking for the 
Branch fund raiser at 
Bunnings on 12 January 
which raised $400 

Left:  
Fraser Coast Healthy 
Habitats Officer, Roger 
Currie chats to WPSQ’s  
Bill Price while attend-
ing the  Ecosystem 
workshop held at the 
Maryborough 
Neighborhood Centre 
recently. 
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FC WPSQ  Reports on Activities continued  

Cheelii Lagoons 
For two nights  on  January 20 and 27, WPSQ members  and friends, including two children,  
armed themselves with nets and bags. They walked the edges of the lagoon catching toads 
that were hopping on the grass or calling from the water.  A good (and noisy) time was had by 
all – except the toads.  One keen member even got firmly bogged in the mud.  The toadbusters 
also collected rubbish from around the lagoon.  Over two hundred toads were collected. The 
toads were killed by freezing. Inquiries about the group can be directed to Sara Gerdsen. We 
have put in more plants and we continue to reduce the weeds. Thanks Tina and the Green 
Corps for your help. Rod Buchanan and Mal Fernando from the Council also visited. Sadly, dur-
ing the holiday break, someone cleared understory plants and reeds at the waters edge at the 
back of one residential block. We hope the photos a neighbour took will identify the person as 
all the clearing done was on Council land.  
 

Teddington Vine Forest by Ruby Rosenfield 
On 25 January Bill, Glen, Coryn and Ruby planted thirty Birdwing Butterfly Vines, Aristolochea 
praevenosa  (sole food source of the Richmond Birdwing Butterfly) near the vine forest at 
Teddington Weir. Bill has returned to water them regularly since then as it was so dry at the 
time of planting. The state of affairs at the time of writing is that three were dug up by a 
scrub turkey (one of those was salvaged and is recovering) and the rest are doing fine. We 
hope to see a colony of fat caterpillars happily chomping away in five years. 

Toads beware! The Friends of Cheellii Lagoon at Burrum Heads are after you!   
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Arkarra Wetlands 
 A truck load of mulch was spread and interpretive signs and species identification tags have 
been placed. The signs have been paid for by a BMRGNRM grant as  has the species name 
plates for the trees. A committee is currently in the final stages of producing a brochure 
which can be distributed to residents and made available to visitors to the gardens. On 20 
February Allan Franks of Hollow Log Homes will visit to  help oversee the installation of  a 
variety of nest boxes.  

John Eggleston (above right) admires 
one of the interpretive signs (below) 

put in very expertly by Glen and Bill. 

Fay Smith 
Wetlands 
At last the pile of weeds 
has been removed -thanks 
to the Green Corps team. 
This means that things 
will look better for the 
Get-together on 22 Feb-
ruary. Also, thanks Ruby 
and Coryn for meeting 
with the Green Corps and 
explaining what has been 
planned for the site. 
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A night with a difference, hosted by Tiaro 
Landcare, was experienced by over 100 
satisfied people at the Tiaro Memorial Hall 
last November. 
 
 

Guests were treated to 3 courses of a 
huge range of Australian flavours  in-
cluding crocodile chipolatas, emu sau-
sages, wallaby salami, rainforest salad, 
meringues with wattle seed sauce and 
much much more. 
 
There’s a great coverage of the evening 
on the ABC Wide Bay website. The Aus-
tralian Bushfood Industry was reported in 
ABC Country Hour as the fastest growing 
sector in the food industry. We were able 
to source many herbs, salad dressings, 
jams at both of our biggest supermarkets 
in town. 
 

Mr Ian McConachie from Australian 
Macadamia Society urged us all to vote 
for our most successful bush tucker prod-
uct, the bauple nut as one of the top 
Queensland Icons when the community is 
invited to vote next year.  
 

We were honoured that John Cann who 
spent 30 years searching for the Mary 
River turtle flew up from Sydney just for 
Friday evening. He had many interesting 
stories to tell about being sent all over 
Queensland to look for it and finally when 
he was on holidays in Darwin being sent 
word that the people in Maryborough had 
one, only to find that when he arrived, he 
was tricked yet again, it was another turtle 
species.  However, it was worth turning 
back as they also had a Mary River turtle. 
Finally he saw an adult turtle and knew for 
sure that is was only found in the Mary.   
 

This year I have been given the  
 opportunity to present our project at an 
International turtle symposium being held 
in Brisbane, the first time it has been held 
outside of the US. 

John, emu, croc & turtles attract crowd at Tiaro 
By Marilyn Connell 

President  of the Tiaro & District Landcare Group 
A cheque for $5,000 was presented to 
Mariana Campbell, the winner of our Mary 
River turtle support scholarship. She is 
about to start her PhD at University of 
Queensland and was thrilled with her prize. 
She is really looking forward to snorkelling 
the Mary and making new discoveries about 
what this turtle needs to survive. Pictured 
below are the recipients of our support 
scholarship,  Natalie Mathie and Mariana 
Campbell with Lynn Klupfel (Tiaro Landcare) 
and John Cann.  

Last but not least was the launch by John 
Cann of our book on the Mary River Turtle, 
Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow. So far 
we’ve received great reviews and it is an 
easy read for all ages. We are about to start 
our marketing campaign for it and hope to 
have it at many local outlets including the 
Tiaro Craft Cottage. Recommended retail 
price is $11.95. If you want to purchase a 
copy direct from Tiaro Landcare please 
phone 41296206 and leave a message with 
your name, address & phone no. or email: 
tiarolandcare1@bigpond.com 
 

This year the numbers of Mary River turtle 
nests we have protected is much less than 
in previous years. We believe mostly due to 
rises in river heights and then the nesting 
banks drying out at critical times. While final 
numbers aren’t known, we estimate that 
about 200 hatchlings will survive as a result 
of our nest protection work.  
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Pink  
and  

Perfect 
 

by 
 Jenny Watts 

 
Work on a Friday afternoon can be taxing on 
the body and soul especially so when spent with 
a bunch of year 4 kids doing craft. On this par-
ticular afternoon, given that it preceded Valen-
tine’s Day, the children were enthusiastically 
making huge gaudy pink tissue paper flowers to 
go with the cards they were to give to their 
loved ones (presumably, given their age, to their 
mum or dad). As children made a dash through 
the rain at 3:00 pm with their flowers my 
thoughts turn to home. Solitude, birds, flowers.  
 

Pink flowers in my garden. There seem to be 
quite a few at this time of year. A legacy of the 
previous owner is the frilly Crepe Myrtle and 
the lantern like Calliandra – both exotics but 
beautiful nevertheless.  But on my terrace is a 
pot of plants that bear pink flowers unlike any-
thing else. It is a native that I acquired some-
time ago and miraculously enough it thrives, 
multiplies and gives joy every year with at least 
one flower stalk. This is the Shepherd’s Crook 
Orchid (aka the Pink Nodding Orchid).  From 
soft lime green fluted leaves emerges the flower 
stalk of up to 50 cm grows bent in the shape of 
a crook. The mass of pale pink flowers bend 
right over almost to the ground and it is only 
when all the flowers have been fully formed, 
pollinated and begin to bulge with seeds that the 
stem will straighten to be near double its height, 
a perfect design for flower pollination and seed 
dispersal.  
 

This native orchid, with the scientific name of 
Geodorum neocaledonicum is a native ground 
orchid found in open eucalypt forests north of 
the Macleay River in NSW into QLD. It flowers 
in December –January and is dormant and not 
visible throughout winter. Apparently its flow-
ers can vary from white to dark pink but mine 
have only ever been a pale pink.  

The Hawk Moth 
By Carol Bussey 

Our ornamental vine on the verandah 
was completely defoliated last year. 
And the hungry villains are back – or 
rather their offspring are back– four 
large fleshy caterpillars.   If disturbed 
these caterpillars rear up and expose two 
“eyes” on the anterior segment. To con-
fuse the matter, the caterpillars vary in 
colour from bright green to reddish 
brown (see photo). 
These are the larvae of the pale brown 
hawk moth (Theretra latreilli). Their 
natural food is native grape vines but 
they don’t mind munching on domestic 
grape and other vines if the opportunity 
arises. Their presence is announced  by 
an abundance of droppings on the 
ground near the plant. 
The caterpillars are about 100 mm long 
when they drop off into leaf litter on the 
ground.  They take two days to change 
from caterpillar to pupa.  The pupa then 
takes two weeks to develop into a moth.   
The moth is pale brown with large dark 
brown eyes and lines of faint dots on the 
wings. It has a wing span of 7 cm. The 
moth feeds by hovering and sucking 
nectar.  It lays single eggs on the under-
side of leaves of the food plant. 
Hmm, now, an ethical dilemma, will I 
go out and kill some native animals to 
protect my exotic vine?  
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T he Australian native figs are 
one of the most familiar of our 

rainforest trees.  Most of our native 
figs are large to very large trees, 
many producing aerial roots, which 
in some species hang down from 
their branches in great curtains.  
Who having seen them can forget 
the sight of the massive Strangler 
Figs that end up destroying their 
host trees?  The term ‘strangler’ is 
a misnomer when applied to these 
trees, for these figs do not destroy 
their host tree by strangling them 
with their roots, as the common 
name implies, but in fact smother 
their host tree by shutting out the 
sunlight from the foliage of its host 
with their own dense very rapid 
growing foliage.   
 

T hese fig trees start life in the 
top of one of the huge canopy 

trees of the rainforest.  Rarely do 
they start as one single tree, for 
most often a number of fig seeds 
will germinate at different times in 
small pockets of leaf-mould caught 
up in the forks of branches up in 
the top of a large canopy tree 
growing in the rainforest.  The roots 
of these small fig trees can grow 
completely exposed to air and 
sunlight.  The thin tough fibrous fig 
roots are very rapid growing and 
adhere to the bark of the host tree, 
growing along the branches and 
then down the trunk of the host 
tree, wrapping around the trunk as 
they head for the ground. 
 

W hen the roots hit the ground 
they grow into it and begin 

supplying the young fig trees with 
water and minerals and the young 
fig trees begin to grow rapidly and 
expand over the top of the host 

tree.  Wherever these individual fig trees touch 
they grow together, eventually becoming one tree.  
Similarly, wherever their roots cross over or touch 
they grow into one another forming a solid lattice 
of roots that continue to grow and expand becom-
ing a very strong structure.  The ever expanding 
canopy of the composite fig tree with its dense 
foliage eventually cuts out the sunlight from the 
host tree and it begins to die.  When the dead host 
tree rots away it leaves a hollow lattice-work cylin-
der of roots which become the trunk of the stand-
alone fig tree.   

SEEDS OF DESTRUCTION 
By John Eggleston 

This photo was taken with an old Box 
Brownie camera by John as young boy. 
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Volunteer Profile 

Ruby Rosenfield 
Maryborough might not be well represented with 
WPSQ numbers but they sure make up for it with 
enthusiasm. Ruby is one of those people: always 
turning up at working bees and willing to lend a hand 
where she can; always keen and eager to learn by 
attending forums and workshops. Modest too, as I 
learned when I asked if I could write about her for 
Wambaliman’s Volunteer Profile. She replied that 
she didn’t think her life would be interesting enough and yet I have so often heard her speak in awe 
of many of our WPSQ members’ lives and achievements.  
 

Ruby lives in a little renovated worker’s cottage in Maryborough with her partner Coryn. She loves 
her garden and is passionate about our natural environment and its wildlife. She believes that 
change has to come about at all levels and she is as comfortable doing planting and weeding as 
she is supporting the Queensland Greens candidates during elections. And what has made this 
person? I decided Ruby could tell her own story better than I could, so here it is…….(Editor) 
 

Living in one house in Maryborough for 15 years is the longest I have lived anywhere: 
this house has an excellent mango tree! 
 

My childhood was in Cooma, N.S.W which was a boom town with the construction of 
the Snowy Mountains Hydro Electric Scheme. My teenage years were in Sydney and 
taken up with school, rock concerts, folk concerts, down to earth festivals, and later on, 
anti-war demonstrations. After school I worked on a kibbutz in Israel for a year. 
 

In my twenties I got a trade certificate in footwear design and worked in an orthopedic 
workshop after dipping out of my Architecture course after the third year. Other jobs I 
have had include co-coordinating the Village Healing and Growth Centre in Padding-
ton, counselling for the Child Abuse Prevention Service, a tax officer and C.E.S. case 
manager. I also have a Diploma of Clinical Hypnotherapy and practiced in that area. 
I met the lovely Coryn Dennett (pictured above with me) in the tax office in 1992.    

I have lived in Buddhist Centres in Sydney and Adelaide. I like the Dalai Lama and 
have attended his discourses for up to 10 days at a time in various parts of Australia 
and India. I was in Tibet for a month in 1985 and four months in 1987. I also spent 
some time in Nepal and did a magnificent 16 day walk - the Annapurna circuit. I have 
also enjoyed snorkeling in the Caribbean and off the west coast of Thailand.  
 

I work for the community legal service in Maryborough and do other work for the Fra-
ser Coast Greens and probably do more weeding in the Fay Smith Wetlands than at 
home. I am also in the Maryborough Birdwatchers. 
 

I have a 10 hectare block southwest of Gin- Gin and it’s for the animals.  I think car-
bon trading systems are an elaborate and useless diversion because they directly un-
dermine the primary objective which is to reduce carbon emissions. 
 

I am reading a wonderful book called the Cloudspotters’ Guide, a field guide for 
clouds, by Gavin Pretor-Pinney, the founding member of the global organization the 
Cloud Appreciation Society.  Ruby Rosenfield, Feb ‘09 
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TO WEED OR NOT TO 
WEED? 

THAT IS THE QUESTION 
 

by Audrey Sorensen 
 

In our frantic efforts to tidy up and make more recreation 
areas for humans, are we destroying a multitude of crea-
tures that depend on weeds for food and protection? 
 

Many butterflies feed on the flowers of weeds and lay their eggs on weed foliage. Many 
insects live in herbage and are themselves eaten by birds who also need the ground 
cover for protection from larger predatory birds. We have witnessed in recent years the 
loss of wrens and finches from the urban environment due to clearing of groundcovers 
and understory. 
 

Would that we could teach them to read. Then we could put up signs to say: “Sorry we 
had to destroy your habitat, but we are planning native replacements—hang about 
for a few years until they grow.”  
 

One such weed is Coral Berry, an introduced and now naturalised herbal groundcover 
growing in semi-tropical rainforests and softwood vine scrubs in Eastern Australia. It has 
become a valuable part of the habitat for small birds, skinks and lizards, planigales and 
other small mammals that live in the leaf litter. 
 

Its small red berries (pictured) are eaten by Regent Bower Birds, all doves and pigeons, 
including Wonga Pigeons, Brown Fruit Doves, Emerald  and Bar-shouldered Doves. 
 

With drought and climate change causing the loss of ground covers like ferns, Coral 
Berry has provided food and protection for small mammals and birds while preserving 
the moisture and leaf litter on the forest floor. It will grow in shaded areas, but not in 
open sunlight, and will not spread to open pasture or cultivation. 
 

Cattle and horses will not touch it as it is a strong smelling herb. In our thirty years' ex-
perience of farming and grazing on a property with 100 acres of softwood vine-scrub, 
Coral Berry posed no problems. 
 

When we pulled out an area of Coral Berry for a campsite in the scrub, I personally wit-
nessed the destruction it caused. The birds disappeared from that immediate area, the 
leaf litter blew away or was washed away when it rained, the scrub floor dried out and 
shrubs and vines became stressed and actually died.  
 

One can hold the view that the environment must be restored by the removal of all non-
natives, but shouldn't the preservation of habitat be more important.?  

Members have their say………… 

Owlet Nightjars call 
from the darkening scrub 
shattering my dreams 
colouring the memories 
on the pages that we wrote.            ©Audrey Sorensen 

A dog called Daisy 
Chasing seagulls on the beach 
Made me laugh 
One day I’ll catch 
my elusive dreams. 
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We tend to be much more aware of the 
degradation of the terrestrial than the 
marine part of the earth. But 99% of the 
liveable volume of the earth is the sea. 
And for over 150,000 years, mankind has 
been exploiting it. 
 

Destruction of mangroves, long line fish-
ing, whaling, dynamiting reefs, pollution, 
destruction of coastal vegetation, creation 
of “dead zones” and a litany of other 
abuses have soared in step with the boom-
ing human population. But this is not a 
phenomenom of recent times. 
 

An interesting archeological study of the 
Wadden Sea, near north Germany, shows 
that the destruction of marine ecosystems 
was well underway over a thousand years 
ago. Once the Wadden Sea was home to 
whales, dolphins, seals, huge cod, pike, 
sturgeon, rays, salmon, massive oyster 
beds, flamingos and other large birds. In 
the fifth century, the church decreed that 
meat was not to be eaten on Friday and 
holy days – that is 130 days of the year.  
Aquatic creatures including marine mam-
mals were not considered to be meat so 
the amount of fish in the diet increased 
dramatically. At first people turned to 
fresh water fish. From the 5th to the 7th 
century, sturgeon represented 70% of the 
fish eaten. By the 12th century sturgeon 
had disappeared. As freshwater fish disap-
peared, the community harvested saltwater 
fish. Then as their own local stocks be-
came exhausted, fish were imported from 
other parts of Europe.  The littoral forests 

BOOK REVIEW BY CAROL BUSSEY  
Seasick: The Ecological Crisis of the Global Ocean 

Alanna Mitchell 
Published by Murdoch Books Pty Ltd. 2008, $29.95 

were cleared. The peat of the wetlands was 
harvested and burned in the lime making 
process. Today all the Wadden Sea pro-
duces are shrimps and mussels. 
 

This is just one of many scientific studies 
described in “Seasick”. Chemical abuse of 
the sea is increasing as a third of the carbon 
dioxide produced in recent times has been 
absorbed by the sea causing a drop of 0.1 
pH point – an increase in acidity of 30%. 
The effect of this and the effect of rising 
temperatures are also considered in the 
book. 
 

 Mitchell’s style is chatty as she takes us to 
different parts of the globe to meet marine 
scientists. She accompanies them on their 
research vessels and in their laboratories – 
often actually bunking down in their 
homes. She describes the scientists, many 
of them women, and their personalities and 
passions. As she is a journalist not a scien-
tist, a couple of scientific untruths have 
crept in. For example: “The textbook defi-
nition of a parasite is this: a species that 
thrives while its host dies.” I can’t imagine 
what textbook that would have come from.  
She also tries to liken the problems of the 
sea to medical problems of the human body 
– an unnecessary analogy. 
 

“Seasick” is an easy to read book giving 
insights into the work of the scientists dedi-
cated to studying marine life and to saving 
the sea from a catastrophe like the Permian 
extinction. 250 million years ago, the ocean 
became depleted of oxygen and 95% of life 
on earth disappeared.  

The current financial crisis, dire as it is, is less of a drain on our resources than 
the effects of global deforestation. Pavan Sukhdev for a recent EU study,2008 
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WBBCC  
MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

 
 

  
The quarterly newsletter “WAMBALIMAN”  

is included in membership with multiple copies 
for associations by arrangement. 

 

I wish to join / renew my membership with 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council Inc. 

 

Membership:  $____________ 
 
Donation*:   $____________ 
 
TOTAL   $____________ 

 
NAME………………………………………… 
 
ADDRESS……………………………………. 
 
…………………………………...……………. 
 
Phone: . ……………………………………… 
 
Email:………………………………………… 
 
SIGNED ………………...……………………       
 
Date .........................……………..………….. 
 
Please return to: 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council 
PO Box 694 
MARYBOROUGH Qld 4650 
 

*Donation is a gift to WBBCC Inc. Public Fund. 
WBBCC Inc. is an endorsed deductible gift recipient 
on the Register of Environmental Organisations 
under the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997.  
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible. 

Date Claimers 

Annual Membership 
Single              $ 15.00 
Family group  $ 20.00 
Associations  $ 30.00 

WBBCC’s AGM  
Sunday 15 March 2009 1:00pm  

Maryborough Neighbourhood Centre  
All welcome 

WBBCC member subscriptions due 

Sunday 8 March  2:00 pm 
Neighbourhood Centre, Taylor St, HB 

Speaker with FC WPSQ meeting 
shark research  in our region 

Sunday 1 March 2009 
Clean up Australia Day 

with FC WPSQ 
Hervey Bay members—Arkarra Lagoons 

Maryborough members—Aquatic and 
Pioneer Park. 

Meet on site at 7:30am 

Tree Planting 
Arkarra Lagoons 

Saturday, 21 March 7:30am 

Coming soon in March or April 
Date and venue TBA 

Richmond Birdwing Butterfly 
Workshop 

Contact FCWPSQ for details 

Tree Planting 
Faye Smith Wetlands 

Sunday, 19 April  
following FC WPSQ branch meeting 

Coming soon in May 
Date and venue TBA 

Native Bees 
Workshop 

Contact FCWPSQ for details 


