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The magnificent world-renowned 
Coorong wetlands at the mouth of 
the once mighty Murray River may 
seem a long way from Wide Bay 
and the Burnett and Mary River 
systems, but what has happened to 
the Coorong should be raising 
alarm bells for the future health and 
well being of the receiving waters of 
Hervey Bay, the Great Sandy 
Straits, and the Capricornia section 
of the Great Barrier Reef.       

Decreased rainfall and increased 
extraction of water from the catch-
ments in Queensland, New South 
Wales, Victoria and South Australia 
have starved the Coorong of much 
needed fresh water and nutrients. 
   

Fresh water input is so depleted 
that it is now possible to walk be-
tween the north and south lagoons, 
many aquatic plants and fish spe-
cies have been wiped out. The 
once prolific water bird populations 
are heavily reduced, with numbers 
of  migratory bird species down by 
more than two thirds. The Co-
orong’s ecosystem has been de-
stroyed by increasing salinity and 
fluctuating water levels, the by 
products of years without an ade-
quate flow from the Murray-Darling 
system.’ (Sydney Morning Herald 29 
January 2007 interview with Dr David Pa-
ton, University of Adelaide, page 4) 

What does this have to do with the 
Wide Bay Burnett? 
 

If  Traveston Dam on the Mary 
River does go ahead, increased 
water extraction will inevitably 
lead to destruction of the 
health and productivity of the 
extensive coastal wetland areas 
and waterways where the Mary 
River joins with the confluence 
of the Great Sandy Strait and 
waters of Hervey Bay. 
 

Over the years increased extraction 
from dams and weirs in the Mary 
River catchment has led to reduced 
fresh water flows reaching the estu-
ary. Further damming and water ex-
traction can only make matters 
worse.    
 

Coastal wetlands are important ref-
uges for bird and aquatic species 
during times of drought. Should a 
permanent artificially contrived 
drought be forced upon the wetlands, 
brought about by deliberately de-
pleted fresh water flows, we can ex-
pect to see a similar loss of species 
to that experienced in the Coorong. 
 

In the Burnett catchment it may 
already be too late. Scientific re-
ports show that fish species and 
numbers have declined considera-
bly in the past two decades.  

  WBBCC 

By Pam Soper 
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The proliferation of dams and weirs 
since the mid 1960s has led to de-
creased flows and restricted fish 
movement as more and more water 
has been extracted for irrigation. Sil-
tation and bank erosion downstream 
from the barrage is all too evident 
even to the untrained eye.  
 

Since the completion of Walla Weir 
(renamed Ned Churchward Weir) in 
1998, water from the Burnett River 
catchment seldom flows over the 
Ben Anderson Barrage at Bunda-
berg. The estuarine areas have been 
deprived of fresh water input and re-
portedly have become much more 
saline.     

Re-direction of estuarine flows for 
Bundaberg Port purposes combined 
with reduced fresh water flows have 
impacted upon the productivity of the 
coastal wetlands, and reduced the 
occurrence of fresh water plumes 
reaching the Capricornia section of 
the Great Barrier Reef. 
 

The Queensland Government 
should take a good hard look at 
what has happened to the 
Murray-Darling Basin and the 
Ramsar listed  Coorong wet-
lands, and vow not to let the 
same happen to the Mary River 
and the significant wetlands 
which link the river to the Great 
Sandy Straits and waters of 
Hervey Bay.  A good first step 
would be to rescind the decision 
to construct Traveston Dam.  
                                                      

Land Clearing  
Controls Relaxed 

 
• Small scale clearing provisions 
have been incorporated into the 
code to allow clearing that would 
have a minimal impact. 
 

• A drought declaration is not 
necessary for fodder harvesting. 
 

• Clearing widths of up to 135 m 
wide or blocks of 4 ha over each 
9 ha are allowed for in the new 
code as long as 55% of remnant 
vegetation remains. 
 

• Where vegetation has thick-
ened, applicants will have a 
wider range of ways of demon-
strating thickening. 
 

• Requirements for state wildlife 
corridors are removed and re-
quirements for connectivity are 
introduced. 
 

• The new code significantly 
simplifies salinity requirements 
and removes requirements in 
‘potential’ discharge areas. 
 

• Protection of areas mapped as 
‘essential habitat’ is now linked to 
the presence of habitat factors on 
the ground.  This gives appli-
cants the opportunity to demon-
strate that proposed clearing will 
not impact on the habitat factors 
or that factors will be protected 
elsewhere. 
 

Finalised codes can be viewed 
on www.nrw.qld.gov.au.   
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By Roger Currie, 12 Feb 2007 

The $1 company, Queensland Water 
Infrastructure Pty Ltd (QWI), is the 
designated proponent for the develop-
ment under the Environmental Protec-
tion and Biodiversity Conservation 
(EPBC) Act 1999, and the Queensland 
government is therefore obligated to 
carry out this assessment. Our sub-
mission will also be requesting that 
the EIA includes an open and trans-
parent costs benefits analysis (CBA) of 
the dam which includes the lost op-
portunity costs of the transfer of 
70,000 ML from the Mary basin to the 
Moreton basin. The CBA produced for 
the Paradise Dam did not require this 
because the economic benefit from 
the water was to be kept in the local 
region. Current international CBA car-
ried out by UNESCO for undeveloped 
nations includes an assessment of the 
distribution of costs and benefits at 
the local level; this is to ensure that 
equity issues are measured and re-
gional democratic planning and deci-
sion making is involved. 
 

We have completed our own CBA 

based upon the methodology used for 
the Network Economics Consulting Group 
2001 CBA for Paradise Dam, available at 
www.burnettwater.com.au/paradise EIS appL  
It is considered that using this report as 
the template for Traveston gives us an 
ability to demonstrate a transparent and 
credible analysis, simply because it was 
wholeheartedly accepted by the Qld 
cabinet. Should the cabinet choose to 
deny our findings they will have to admit 
that the Paradise CBA methodology is 
flawed . 
 

The removal of 70,000 ML of wa-
ter a year from the Mary River 
system equates to a lost eco-
nomic opportunity in the order 
of $140M per year to the re-
gional economy.  
 

This is  based on a $2000 per ML mar-
ginal return. This $2000 figure is the ur-
ban use value from Paradise Dam. The 
$140M in reality becomes an annual eco-
nomic benefit to the Brisbane economy 
at our expense. Of course I am talking 
fiction here, but so is the Cabinet, be-

Friday 19 February is the due date for submissions to 
the Traveston Dam Environmental Impact Statement 
terms of reference. We are completing a submission 
with a focus on the Great Sandy Ramsar Wetland.  
Article 3.2 and objective 2.5.2 of the International  
Ramsar Convention requires that when an Environ-
mental Impact Assessment (EIA) is required for a de-
velopment which may impact on a wetland, an as-
sessment of the wetland values, in terms of economic 
and ecosystem function benefits, must be carried out.  
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cause the recent statistical modelling by 
the Save the Mary Group, of the Mary 
flows using the last 7 years of data 
(which the Cabinet did not use), reveals 
that even if the dam was built in 1995 it 
would be empty now  despite having the 
1999 flood waters in it. 
 

Our CBA is based on the QWI quoted 
(email) construction cost of $1.7B and we 
have calculated annual costs of $303M 
and benefits of $140M, so you don’t have 
to be an economist with a doctorate in 
quantum theory to see the reality; the 
cost far outweighs the benefit of the trav-
esty. 
 

And now for something a bit closer 
to home. There is a distinctly fishy 
smell about the Aquaculture Green 
Paper. Don’t you just love it when 
the use the green word?  
 

The Cabinet in its ineffable wisdom has 
decided that they would like the citizens 
of the Great Sandy region to read the dis-
cussion paper and make, you guessed it, 
submissions on the potential for in-
creased aquaculture development in the 
region, including in the Ramsar protected 
regions. They are hoping to create an 
aquaculture policy for us. 
 

They have been so thoughtful; that they 
even sent a social scientist up here last 
year to talk to all the stakeholders. Funny 
that, the Cabinet is refusing to release 
the findings of the report (lucky Sinclair,
Knight, Mertz, they get all the creamy 
consultation contracts). Not to be de-
terred the Cabinet has also produced a 
Draft Great Sandy Aquaculture plan and 
is refusing to release that as well. The 
green paper also quotes economic bene-
fits which can be derived from the Great 
Sandy region based on a CBA done for 

the Cabinet last year, and surprise 
surprise, they are refusing to release 
the CBA as well.  
 

Personally I like the smell of fish and 
I like to eat them as well, so I’m not 
biased, but all this theoretical em-
bracing of democratic planning and 
feel good green paper routine re-
minds me of 6 day old pilchards 
(Neopilchardus sardinops) left in a 
plastic bag.  
 

The Cabinet insists that there will be 
no sea cage (feedlot) farming in the 
Great Sandy Marine Park, and that is 
true, (its not allowed under the park 
plan) but there is a big ocean outside 
the boundary. At the risk of being 
cynical I assume that they have al-
ready made up their collective minds 
and we are going to benefit from 
greater aquaculture in the region 
whether we like it or not. Submis-
sions are due for the Green Paper on  
23 February. The paper is available at 
www.dpif.qld.gov.au/aquaculture. We 
will be doing a media release on it 
this week, as the Ministers responsi-
ble are a bit tetchy about releasing 
the documents for the community to 
look at (maybe they are all poker 
players?).  
 

The Traveston Dam issue could be-
come a very interesting situation de-
pending on the result of the federal 
election. While all of the groups in-
volved in the process are confident 
with their arguments against the 
dam, the possibility of Peter Garret 
being the federal environment minis-
ter sheds a whole new light on the 
Rudd—Beattie scenario. Stay tuned 
for the next exciting instalment! 
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• World Wetlands Day at Arkarra La-
goons was celebrated by collabora-
tion between Hervey Bay City Council 
and the WPSQ and partly funded by 
BMRGNRM.  Council has a grant to 
put signage and other facilities at 
Arkarra Lagoons. Council has been 
aerating the lagoons in an effort to 
forestall the death of fish. 

• Conflict over disturbance of the flying 
foxes has led to plans to construct a 
fence to help protect the animals 
from deliberate disturbance. 

• Construction of the Sustainable Home 
in Honiton Street has begun. 

• The new Town Plan was accepted by 
Council on December 15, 2006. This 
will give extra protection to vegeta-
tion on rural land. 

• The Environmental Advisory Commit-
tee has expanded to include a repre-
sentative from Landcare. 

• Submissions were sought from the 
public on the Draft Foreshore Man-
agement Plan and the Koala Action 
Plan. 

• Conservationists are concerned about 
the wanton destruction of riparian 
and lagoon vegetation by Council of-
ficers. 

• The spectre of cage fish farms in 
Hervey Bay has reared its head with 
the release of a Green Paper by the 
State Government. 

We are pleased to have received 
two grants from the BMRGNRM: for 
the rehabilitation of Arkarra La-
goons and for a survey of wallum 
frogs in Hervey Bay. 
John Eggleston will be supervising 
the rehabilitation and development 
of Arkarra Lagoons and Wetlands. 
Quite a bit of work has already pro-
gressed and Carol Bussey will be 
supervising the frog survey. Three 
sites have been surveyed but the 
extremely dry weather has meant 
that the study has been put on hold. 
 

Approximately 16 members worked 
to make World Wetlands Day a suc-
cess: displays, sausage sizzle, art-
work, children’s activities, guided 
walks, poetry and a Lion Dance 
made the day memorable.  Chris-
tine Pfitzner, Education Develop-
ment Officer from Brisbane WPSQ, 
brought a display and discussed 
how she could help the large num-
ber of Fraser Coast members inter-
ested in children’s education. 
 
We failed to get a Small Equipment 
Grant for a photocopier and Council 
has refused us a Community Grant 
on legal grounds.   

These notes were submitted  
by  Fraser Coast Branch, WPSQ 

HERVEY BAY  
HAPPENINGS 

Fraser Coast Branch 

WPSQ 
By  

Carol Bussey, Secretary 
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Off they went to make origami frogs, study the birds on the lagoon using tele-
scopes and binoculars, and decide which nature tattoo to wear (much better than 
face-painting on a hot day). While the children were busy we completed filling the 
“goodies bags” – not plastic bags but beautifully screen printed, cotton shopping 
bags. 
 

At each activity station the map was stamped and the children returned to the start 
to show us their tattoos and stamped maps, as well as excitedly tell us about the 
wildlife they had seen. And, as the old saying goes, “every child won a prize”: a 
goodies bag containing posters, stickers, worksheets and a glow-in-the-dark-frog 
(courtesy of WPSQ head office and the Fraser Coast Branch). 
 

At Arkarra Lagoons, on Saturday 3rd February, “tattoos, telescopes, treasure-hunts 
and a ‘ribbit’ or two” all added up to a lot of fun AND learning. Our thanks to all the 
branch members who helped plan and facilitate these children’s activities. 

Tattoo, telescopes and treasure-hunts all start with a “T”, but 
what else do they have in common? Now throw in a “ribbit, rib-
bit” and what do you get? Happily, 35 children who attended 
World Wetlands Day celebrations on 3 February with their par-
ents know the answer. 
 
In a leafy nook along the red circuit, the children’s activities started with a short talk 
about wetlands and why they are important. Then each child, paper bag in hand, 
hunted for various items on the “treasure” list (no trees or animals were dam-
aged!!). 
 

After the “treasures” were checked and returned to the bush (except the litter) the 
children each received a map with the location of the other three activity stations. 

Tattoos, Telescopes and Treasure-Hunts! 
A report  on WPSQ World Wetlands Day Activiies 

By Sara Gerdsen and Tina Raveneau 
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The ideals and scope of our soci-
ety has to encompass the whole of 
nature and our natural environment.  
It is this encompassing of the whole 
that is most important.  If we are to 
have any success in conserving 
and preserving our natural environ-
ment we must never loose sight of 
that fact.  It doesn’t matter how 
large or small the area is that we 
are trying to preserve, we can’t 
cherry-pick parts of nature in isola-
tion from the rest of an ecosystem; 
it has to be the whole, or it will be 
nothing.  Nature is a very complex 
organism that has evolved over 
eons to take the best advantage of 
the huge range of environmental 
conditions that occur on the land 
and in the waters.  If you wish to 
preserve any part of an ecosystem 
in any given area, no matter how 
large or small that system may be, 
you have to preserve it as a whole, 
as every part interacts with every 
other part and no part can exist in 
isolation. 
 

Often what we wish to preserve 
has been altered by man's activi-
ties, with the resulting invasion of 
feral species.  Sometimes all we 

have left is an altered remnant of 
what was once there, which can be 
a very worthwhile and rewarding 
project, but that is another story and 
needs a separate treatment in its 
own article. 
 

Most people have a greater love of 
a particular part of nature that they 
prefer above all others and tend to 
concentrate their attention on that 
part.  If the narrowing of people's 
interests dominates it can bring 
about a restriction of views and ide-
als that people aspire to, with the 
resulting down-grading in their view 
of the importance of all other parts 
and elements of our natural environ-
ment.  This leads to arguments and 
refusal of members to work with 
other members and the movement 
becomes ineffectual.  If this trend is 
not recognised and actions taken to 
counteract it, this splintering into 
particular interest groups within the 
conservation movement will bring 
about its demise. 
 

Our common enemies are those 
big-business, vested interest organi-
sations and their lackeys who want 
to harvest, mine and develop at any 
cost.  We must stick together, for 

Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ President’s Comment 

T H E  N U M B E R S  G A M E   
by John Eggleston 

78604088486869864968986869086849684568856856767684768766749679674906
74967457497084690386908709897695789888888888877865767576754537667676 
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our greatest weapon is numbers; it is 
with numbers that we can persuade 
politicians.  If we fragment we loose 
that weapon and will be defeated, for 
the enemy has money and the influ-
ence that it can buy. 
 

We must to stick together and grow 
our numbers.  There are a great many 
people out there who love the natural 
world and want to see it preserved, but 
they don’t want to be involved in any-
thing that disrupts, or has the potential 
to disrupt their way of life.  We need 
the support of these people if only to 
swell our numbers.  We will only gain 
the support of these people if we can 
convince them that just becoming a 
member and swelling our numbers can 
help us to achieve something really 
worthwhile. They don’t have to neces-
sarily commit beyond that and become  
active members.  If we can get them to 
become involved to that extent then 
they may become further involved as 
they come to understand the situation 
that confronts us. 
 

We must take every opportunity to talk 
to groups or gatherings of like-minded 
people and explain how they can help.  
When we get new members we must 
keep their interest so they remain as 
members.  We must continually com-
municate with them and keep them in-
formed and involved.  We certainly 
desperately need active committed 
members and a small percentage of 
new members will become committed 
and active if we nurture their interest. 
Most importantly we need them to 
swell our numbers. 

 
 

GLIDERS  
IN THE  

SPOTLIGHT 
WORKSHOP 

 
We will be conducting one of our 
Gliders in the Spotlight work-
shops in the Maryborough area 
on 17 March. If you would like to 
participate then  join the Queen-
sland Glider Network - it’s FREE! 
Or for more information on glid-
ers, their habitat or our projects 
please contact us at: 

glider@wildlife.org.au  
3221 0194. 

Ben Holmes 
Wildlife Projects Officer, WPSQ 
See page 12 for more details 

Greater Glider 
Photo: John McCann 
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The Queensland 
Glider Network 
(QGN) is an initiative 
of the Wildlife Preser-
vation Society of 
Queensland and was 

established in 2006 as a hub for glider 
conservation and a vehicle to raise 
knowledge and awareness of these 
mystical creatures and the habitats in 
which they live. The network has an 
ever expanding membership base, in-
cluding: wildlife researchers, wildlife 
carers, landholders, environmental pro-
fessionals and many other people sim-
ply intrigued by these unique animals. 
 

What does QGN do? 
We produce and distribute a variety of 
information and material aimed at rais-
ing knowledge and awareness of glid-
ers and their habitat, this includes: an 
informative newsletter, detailed species 
profiles, a list of gliders preferred food 
resources, glider talks and presenta-
tions, educational brochures and post-
ers, and an interactive online website to 
encourage information exchange 
across our diverse membership. 
 

Gliders in the Spotlight  
Workshops 
On the exciting side of conservation we 
also coordinate and run hands-on wild-
life projects, such as our Gliders in the 
Spotlight workshops (a review by Carol 
Bussey of the Gympie workshop was in 
Wambaliman, Spring 2006). These 
workshops are aimed at building com-

munity capacity to undertake glider 
population surveys in local areas.  
The day involves: 
1. A training workshop covering the 
following material: 

The identification and ecology of all 
six glider species. 

Surveying gliders— 
     techniques 
     methodologies 
      how to establish a monitoring program 
     legislative and legal requirements 
2. Hands on experience conducting 
two glider surveys: 

Yellow-bellied Glider feed tree or 
Stag watching survey (site dependent) 

Spotlight survey 
 

Enhancing Glider Habitat 
Over the coming months the network is 
deploying 50 nest boxes as part of our 
continued efforts to conserve gliders in 
Queensland. Supplementing a lack of 
natural tree hollows with artificial nest 
boxes has been used as a valuable 
management and research tool for over 
20 years. Our aim is firstly to improve 
potential glider habitat and secondly to 
use the boxes as a research, monitor-
ing and education tool.  This project will 
be conducted in conjunction with local 
communities, where participants will 
assist in the installation and ongoing 
monitoring of the boxes, providing an-
other opportunity to participate in 
hands-on conservation projects.  
 

For more information on gliders, their 
habitat or our projects please contact 

glider@wildlife.org.au  3221 0194. 

Ben Holmes, Coordinator WPSQ Queensland Glider Network 
will be  conducting a Gliders in the Spotlight workshop on 17 
March in the Maryborough region and  speaking at the 
WBBCC AGM on the 18 March. Here he tells us about QGN. 
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One group of fish was around to see the 
end of the dinosaurs and the dawn of 
flowering plants.  Of course, these are the 
lungfish.  The family, Ceratodontidae, 
only occurs in Australia and of that fam-
ily only one species,  Neoceratodus 
forsteri, remains  There used to be 18 
species of lungfish in Australia. 
 

The lung is a modified air sac. Lungfish 
have very efficient gills and only need to 
use the lung when water levels are very 
low in oxygen or low in volume. They then 
come to the surface and make a character-
istic gasping sound. They can survive for 
weeks out of water if kept wet. 
 

The only places these fish were originally 
found were the Mary and Burnett Rivers. 
Australians have an ecologically disas-
trous penchant for transferring fish willy 
nilly between different river systems (the 
extinction of fish species has been caused 
by this habit). The lungfish has been trans-
planted to several other rivers in southeast 
Queensland. Who knows what impact this 
has had on the ecology of these rivers? 
 

Adult lungfish can be up to 1.8 metres long 
and weigh up to 40 kg. They breed be-
tween August and December. At spawning, 
the female lungfish is courted by up to five 
male lungfish and they do little “pretend 
chases” as part of their mating ritual. The 
female attaches her clear grape sized eggs 
to vegetation. The males fertilise these 
eggs as soon as they get a chance. The 
eggs spawn in three weeks producing a 
tadpole like juvenile fish. These feed on 
small invertebrates and grow to resemble 

a small adult at about 5 months. As they 
grow larger, they add tadpoles, fish, frogs, 
snails, worms and plants to their diet. 
Studies have shown that lungfish grow ex-
tremely slowly so large individuals could 
easily be 50 years old. It takes 15-20 years 
to reach sexual maturity (longer than hu-
mans!). 
 

The critical element for lungfish survival is 
having the correct habitat for breeding 
with the correct depth, correct plants and 
water movement. Damming rivers floods 
lungfish breeding sites.  Even before the 
Paradise Dam was built, 40% of the lung-
fish breeding sites on the Burnett River 
had been flooded. Lungfish in impound-
ments must travel much further for spawn-
ing than lungfish in their natural habitat 
where feeding and spawning areas are 
close together. This places extra stress on 
the animals and they may not be able to 
traverse a dam or weir in order to get to 
their breeding site. 
 

Our insatiable appetite for growth at all 
costs is imperiling this ancient Austra-
lian. They are totally protected - except 
from the Government! 
 

References: 
Field Guide to Freshwater Fishes of Australia. 
GR Allen et al. 2002 
Grant’s Guide to Fishes. E. Grant 2002 
“Trials of the Queensland Lungfish”, Nature, 
Winter 2002, R. Simpson et al 

Our Senior Citizen 

(of the fish world) 
By Carol Bussey 
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“Ceratodus—The Living Fossil” 
written by Eric Zillman appeared in  
Wambaliman, Spring 2004 
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Members have their say………. 

 Water  
A Commercial Commodity? 

Water is essential for the very existence of 
all living species; it is a precious resource 
and should not be subject to trade, or 
ownership by individuals or corporations. 
 

The Murray Darling Commission has 
already spent millions of dollars of pub-
lic money trying to improve the health 
of the river system and increase envi-
ronmental flows, whilst maintaining the 
rights of irrigators.     

Now the Commonwealth Government  
proposes ‘taking over’ the Murray  Dar-
ling system; proposing to spend  $10 
billion over ten years to supposedly 
‘properly’  manage the use of irrigation 
water, and provide dollars to irrigators 
to improve and reduce their use of wa-
ter. With little detail available it is not 
known whether the ultimate objective is 
to restore environmental health to the 
whole catchment and restore environ-
mental flows to allow more water to 
reach the world-renowned Coorong 
wetlands, or whether this is just a politi-
cal exercise to gain control of the larg-
est irrigated river system in Australia as 
a forerunner to taking control of all river 
systems throughout the country. 
 

The establishment of water trading has 
led to the separation of water from 
land. Water has become a tradable 
commodity. There now exists the op-
portunity for private corporations and 
individuals to control the use of water 
and to decide when and where that wa-
ter will be allocated. Privatisation of wa-
ter allocations in this way has meant 
that government owned public utilities 

such as Sun Water find themselves in 
the insidious position where they can 
auction off ‘new’ water in the system to 
the highest bidder, and then have no 
control or recourse if the water is then 
on-sold for a higher price. Existing wa-
ter licence holders who have paid   
minimal amount for their water alloca-
tions are also in a position to trade their 
water. 
 

Whether the Commonwealth Govern-
ment just takes control of the Murray-
Darling system, or seeks to control all 
Australian fresh water systems, there is 
a strong possibility that some time in 
the future ownership of water, and de-
livery systems to rural and urban areas, 
will be acquired by multi-national corpo-
rations whose sole aim will be to on-sell 
the water at a profit to ensure a good 
return for their shareholders.  
   

What a fine way for the Australian Gov-
ernment to recoup, and make a profit, 
on the $10 billion currently offered for 
taking over the Murray Darling Basin.  
 

As a tradable commodity it is highly 
likely there will be even greater pres-
sure for re-assessment of  ‘average 
river flows’, louder voices proclaiming 
water that runs out to sea is water 
wasted, and arguments put forward for 
a reduction in water identified as  es-
sential to maintain adequate environ-
mental flows.    
                 

One unfortunate outcome of tradable 
water could see some landholders sell-
ing their water entitlements and getting 
out, leaving behind land that has no ac-
cess to water. 
 

Pam Soper, Bagarra, Q 
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 Climate Change  
The article in the last Wambaliman by 
Merike and David Johnson, whilst a useful 
contribution to this current debate, made 
some outlandish statements that I feel I 
must challenge.  
 

I certainly agree that “the Earth has under-
gone dramatic climate swings, fluctuations 
in sea levels (hundred of metres), higher car-
bon dioxide concentrations and temperature 
changes”. These facts are not in dispute. 
 

But then the authors abandon science and 
fact when they say “The proponents of hu-
man caused ‘global warming’ never explain 
how these dramatic fluctuations in sea lev-
els, temperatures, etc occurred before the 
industrial era.” This is patently untrue. Many 
possible causes of such natural fluctuations 
are proposed and some, such as major vol-
canic eruptions, are largely undisputed as 
causes of sudden and dramatic climate change 
in the past. That we don’t fully understand 
some of these natural causes, including cy-
cles caused by changes in solar activity, is 
also acknowledged by climate scientists. 
 

So sadly, this is a lame attempt by the au-
thors to establish a false dichotomy, namely 
that because there is natural climate varia-
tion that human caused climate change must 
be impossible. Certainly our understanding 
is incomplete and the range of effects of hu-
man generated carbon dioxide is uncertain, 
but some facts really are beyond dispute. 
First, you can’t expect to pump 70 million 
tonnes of carbon dioxide into the atmos-
phere per day and expect carbon dioxide 
levels not to rise, especially when wide-
spread vegetation loss continues to occur at 
an alarming rate in many parts of the world. 
Second, measured carbon dioxide levels, 
currently around 400 ppm, are higher than at 
any time in the last million years, and the 
trend appears to be ever upwards. Third, in-
creased carbon dioxide levels will increase 
average temperatures in accordance with the 

greenhouse effect. 
 

So where are the uncertainties in this de-
bate? There are many, including the mag-
nitude of the average temperature change, 
the distribution of these changes, the ef-
fects on actual climatic conditions and the 
extent to which feedback mechanisms such 
as reduced ice cover may accelerate the 
climatic changes. These uncertainties are 
being exploited by a very well funded 
campaign by major industries dependent 
on fossil fuels in order to deter and delay 
any action to reduce human generation of 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
 

The authors of this article then go on to 
say “The egocentricity of humans knows 
no bounds, when we believe that we have 
any influence on the might of the natural 
forces shaping our planet.” I find this an 
extraordinary statement from a member of 
a conservation council. The implication is 
that nothing humans can do will cause any 
real damage to the planet because nature is 
mighty. I’m afraid that humans are now a 
plague species on this not quite so mighty 
planet, and our enormous technological 
power has indeed given  us the power to 
significantly disrupt the natural systems of 
the planet earth. 
 

However, on a more positive note, I do 
agree with the final part of the article that 
warns that climate change is inevitable and 
that we must adapt. Indeed, even if action 
is taken immediately to reduce human pro-
duced greenhouse gas emissions, the cli-
mate will change and we will have to 
adapt. But surely we do not want to be re-
sponsible for changes that may be more 
rapid and more severe than they would 
have been under purely natural circum-
stances, especially when such changes will 
bring such enormous suffering both to hu-
mans and countless other species that will 
not be able to adapt quickly enough. 
 

Ian Richards, Toogoom, Q 
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V o l u n t e e r  P r o f i l e 

Pam Soper 

Wambaliman: What sparked your interest in conservation issues?   
Pam: I was born ‘green’. For as long as I can remember I have felt part of the 
earth and understood the connectedness between all living things. A great deal of 
my ‘free time’ from child to adulthood was spent outdoors in the (English) 
woods and meadows and streams just observing the wonders of nature. 
 

Wambaliman: You are now a very active campaigner for the environment. 
What set this in motion? 
 Pam: My direct involvement in dealing with specific conservation issues in 
Queensland began when I saw an advertisement in the local paper for a Project 
Officer for WBBCC.  I managed to ignore it the first time. When it was re-
advertised I decided it would be a shame if there was no one to replace Doris 
Dove. I had previously had some contact with Doris regarding mangroves grow-
ing in Rifle Range Creek. 
I was interviewed for the position in January 1984 by John Sinclair Sen. and 
Doris. John assured me that all I had to do was write a minimum of 10 letters per 
month for which I would receive an honorary payment of $20 plus expenses and 
make a monthly report to WBBCC. 23 years and many very active campaigns 
later the 10 letters a month must be the greatest understatement on record.       
I’ve been trying to wind down for the past 2 -3 years; this year I will succeed. 

 

Wambaliman: What environment groups have you worked with/belonged to?   
Pam: WPSQ, Bundaberg Branch (Vice President), WBBCC (President, 2003-07 
and Project Officer1984-) and Bundaberg Landcare (foundation member). I was 
also editor of Wambaliman for nine years (1992-2001). 
I have been the WBBCC representative on:  Walla Weir Local Management 
Group, Burnett River Overview Study, Wide Bay Burnett Regional Planning 
Process, Wide Bay 2020 Regional Planning and Advisory Committee, Water and 
Allocation Management Plan (WAMP) for the Burnett Basin, Wide Bay Coastal 

After 23 years of remarkable dedication to conservation issues, largely 
through her work with WBBCC, Pam Soper looks for a break and will not be 
seeking re-election as WBBCC President or any other executive position in 
2007.  Thank you Pam for your wonderful contribution to WBBCC and 
WPSQ, have a great 2007 and we’d love to see you back with gusto after that! 
Wambaliman editor Jenny Watts talks with Pam.   
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Advisory Committee, a Natural Resource Management Committee that met in 
Brisbane to discuss issues such as dams, weirs and water use, a  DNR driven  
community group set up to discuss regional forest issues and lots more sub and 
mini committees over the years. 
I have always worked well with Bundaberg WPSQ keeping them informed of 
local issues and, some might say, driving them hard when I wanted them to take 
a leading position in direct action and Planning and Environment court actions. I 
have also worked with Queensland Conservation Council particularly on river 
and dam issues and the Environmental Defenders Office, seeking advice, provid-
ing them with information and participating in workshops. Then there is always 

the assistance and advice to community groups and many individuals on environ-
mental matters. 
 

Wambaliman: What are the main issues you have been involved in? 
Pam: That’s a leading question!  Burnett River Catchment – dams, weirs and 
wetlands, Mon Repos Turtle Rookery, National Parks- particularly Kinkuna and 
Goodnight Scrub, Woongarra Marine Park, Burnett Shire and Isis Shire Planning 
issues and  FOI searches. 
 

Wambaliman: And the most successful outcomes? 
Pam: The Declaration of Kinkuna National Park, additional protection for the 
Mon Repos Turtle Rookery, Declaration of Woongarra Marine Park, preventing 
part of Neilson Park, Bargara being handed over for a private underwater world 

Pam Soper, front left joins other executive members of WBBCC, Kerryn Ward 
(obscured),  minute secretary, Tony van Kampen, treasurer, Ian Richards, vice-president 
and Roger Currie, coordinator at a WBBCC Management Committee meeting in February  
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venture and ensuring monitoring of lungfish, turtles and platypus in the Burnett 
River before, during and after construction of Walla Weir.       

Wambaliman: How did you acquire the skills and the confidence to write 
submissions, research issues and talk to authorities? 
Pam: Skills and confidence developed overtime.  I read many reports and sub-
missions by other conservation groups, attended conferences and workshops; 
particularly those organised by QCC, WPSQ and EDO.   I did as much research 
as possible on local issues and kept in contact with Bundaberg and Maryborough 
State Government Departments. 
I have never been afraid to ask questions. Talking to authorities was never a 
problem - they’re just humans after all! 
I have always been acutely aware that language and presentation of the written 
word changes over time; particularly political and bureaucratic language and you 
keep abreast with that.    

Wambaliman: Do you think you have become more politically astute during 
your time with WBBCC?   
Pam: Fortunately I grew up in a household interested in politics in a very general 
way, and went to a High School where questioning of the status quo was encour-
aged. I also have a well developed sense of social justice.  I really enjoyed being 
in a position where I could meet politicians and ask politically sensitive environ-
mental questions.  I have made a point of meeting with politicians of whatever 
party when the opportunity has presented itself.  I believe it is important to raise 
environmental awareness whenever possible, and to talk to all sides of politics.  I 
would like to think that I have become more politically astute. 
When meeting with politicians it is important to be able to present the issue very 
clearly and concisely, and to know what you would like the outcome to be.  I be-
lieve a face to face meeting can be far more profitable than half a dozen letters - 
at least you know the Minister has been directly informed. 
 

Wambaliman: Wow, I feel quite humbled hearing about your incredibly busy 
and productive pursuits for conservation.  I know you have a family too which 
is very precious.  
Pam: Yes, I have raised 3 daughters and 2 sons and have 4 granddaughters and 4 
grandsons who are all wonderful individuals. They all live too far away from 
Bargara for me to have regular contact - which is rather sad.  None of them 
would ever want to live in Bargara/Bundaberg, although the grandchildren love 
being so close to the beach when they visit.       

Wambaliman: Where to from now? 
Pam: My involvement with campaigning against Walla Weir and Paradise Dam, 
and campaigning for recognition of the importance of the Australian lungfish, 
combined with working closely with DNR Water Resource officials and irriga-
tors (who all wanted the weir and the dam!) during the Burnett River studies, the 
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WAMP process,  and a very hostile Walla Weir Management Group, imposed a 
huge toll on my inner resources between 1992 and 2004.  
The time has come for me to step back and plan my future directions.  To do this 
I need to make a complete break from conservation issues and involvement for at 
least a year, and turn off my phone!  A new President needs to be nominated - I 
will not be taking on any executive positions this year. 
Bargara has been a very pleasant area to live, although now the developers have 
taken over and its quiet laid back lifestyle is rapidly disappearing. The greater 
Bundaberg Region – well, that is another story – I refer to it as the land of the 
Philistines! My greatest gift was when WPSQ Bundaberg presented me with a 
telephone answering machine so that I could monitor out the aggressive and abu-
sive phone calls. I still rarely give my name when I answer the phone, and it is 
not on the answering machine message as I soon discovered that this discon-
certed any would be abusive caller.    
The future?  There is much I still need to do, but first I must finish packing a 
houseful of WBBCC records and reports. The environmental history of the 
Bundaberg Region over the past 23 years takes up a lot of room in my house  -  
what do I do with it? 
Then the big decision - where to go?  2007 is going to be a very busy year. 
 

Wambaliman: Given that you have been such a public and successful voice 
for WBBCC, how do you perceive WBBCC’s relevance now and the future? 
Pam: It is more important than ever that WBBCC remains as a voice for the 
Wide Bay Burnett Region. Community conservation groups like this are the only 
independent bodies left to speak out on environmental matters.     
WBBCC has a proud history of working for a better outcome for the natural en-
vironment.  It has been fortunate in having a number of dedicated Project Offi-
cers and Coordinators over the past 30 years.     
Dedicated conservation representatives tend to speak out without fear or favour 
which probably explains why the Commonwealth Government now offers the 
Envirofund monies to groups who “plant trees and pull weeds”, and refuses to 
make grants available to conservation groups whose core business is to raise 
community awareness and understanding of environmental issues, to liaise with 
governments on environmental issues, and to advocate for better environmental 
outcomes.  
We need to increase membership, and find a secure source of funding to enable 
our Environment Centre to operate to its full capacity throughout the whole year.  
Lack of funding has made it impossible to be able to guarantee permanent part-
time employment and has led to a high turnover in Coordinators.  
The Coordinator is the public voice of WBBCC when issues need to be aired 
through the media.  Roger is currently doing a great job on very limited hours - 
we need to be able to guarantee him at least a permanent 3 day per week job, but 
this will only be achieved if we can source additional funding or donations.       
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WBBCC  
MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

 
 

 
I wish to join / renew my membership 
with Wide Bay Burnett Conservation 
Council.  
 
 

Membership:           $____________ 
 
Donation:                $____________ 
 
TOTAL                   $____________ 
 
 

 
NAME: ………………………………... 
 

 
ADDRESS…………………………….. 
 
……………………………….. ……….. 
 
Phone: . ……………………        
 
Email:……………………… 
 
SIGNED ………………........       
 
Date .........................………....  

Please return to: 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council 

PO Box 694 
MARYBOROUGH Q 4650 

Annual Membership 
Single              $ 15.00 
Family group  $ 20.00 
Associations    $ 30.00 

quarterly newsletter  
“WAMBALIMAN”  

included in membership  

DATE CLAIMERS 

WBBCC  AGM 
Sunday 18 March 1.00pm 

Neighbourhood Centre 
Maryborough 
Guest speaker  

Ben Holmes,  
Coordinator Queensland Glider Network. 

NOT TO BE MISSED 
Arvo tea/cuppa 

~All welcome~ 
For further information ring WBBCC Presi-

(free) Workshop 
17 March -Maryborough region 

Limited places 
Book now 

Contact Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ 
or Ben Holmes. Coordinator WPSQ 

Queensland Glider Network  
glider@wildlife.org.au  

or 3221 0194. 
See pages 11 & 12 for details  

GLIDERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

Clean Up Australia Day 
4 March 

Contact your local group to find if they 
have registered a site or go online. 

Attention Maryborough members and 
friends of  Fraser Coast WPSQ 

Meet at Prickett Aquatic Park 7.00am 
Ring Jenny 41221998 for further info. 


