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growth, as tourists and residents, defies 
explanation. The unique environment that is 
FI is being destroyed by a process of a thou-
sand cuts; the very thing that led to its 
world heritage listing. 
 

Funding is at a critical stage in our organi-
sation. We have got Emma- Kate up to 
speed as our Coordinator and I am sure you 
would agree she is doing a great job; but 
our shrinking bank balance could put an 
end to this progress. We have made applica-
tion to the State Government for further 
funding and await the news; here’s hoping 
it is good news, and that it comes soon. 
 

As 2008 comes to a close it remains for me 
to thank all members for their contributions 
throughout the past year; we have had our 
trials and tribulations, but we are still going 
forward. I wish you all a safe festive holiday 
season with family and friends; and bring 
on the challenges of 2009.  
Tim Thornton, November 2008 

T here is certainly a 
Conservation buzz in 

the summer air; we have a lot on our plate 
and it is likely to get worse. Somehow, Roger 
is able to cope with all that is thrown at us; 
it is as if he revels in it. The flood of emails 
alone is enough to drown me. This issue ex-
pands on our current activities so I won’t go 
into detail here. 
 

Recently, I attended my first meeting of the 
Fraser Island Advisory Committee as proxy 
for Ronda Cook, who is in good form despite 
her age. At this meeting I caught up with 
John Sinclair whom I had not seen since the 
days of sand mining and logging on the is-
land, some 35 years ago. The only positives 
Fraser Island seems to have at the moment 
are it is not included in the water strategy 
plan, despite the never ending efforts from 
the local ex Pauline Hanson gang; and the 
dingos remain free! How a world heritage 
listed area can be so poorly funded and cope 
with ever increasing human population 

WBBCC President’s Comment 
By Dr. Tim Thornton 

WBBCC NOTICE BOARD 
An independent review of the EPBC Act 
has been called. Submissions close 19th 
December. Information is available on 
the website (Dept of Environment, Wa-
ter, Heritage and the Arts/EPBC) or you 
can ring them 1800803772 and ask for 
a hard copy to be sent to you.  

Relating to Roger’s  presentation on Water 
Supply Options at the General Meeting,  
October 26 - the question of WBBCC drafting 
a policy was raised. Members are asked to 
comment on Roger’s draft as soon as possi-
ble so policy can be adopted by our group 
and used to raise media attention about yet 
more water being extracted from our regional 
rivers. Ring  the Coordinator, Emma-Kate, if 
you haven't already got a copy. 

Welcome to new 
members 

The Wide Bay Burnett Conservation 
Council welcomes new members, 

 Kent Hutton and Kay and Bob Norson 

Note— change in website 
address for WBBCC 
http://wbbcc.org.au 



 Representation on the  
Regional Planning Advisory Committee (RPAC) 

 

WBBCC has provided a Conservation Delegate to the Wide Bay Burnett Plan Project 
since the first Regional Planning Advisory Committee (RPAC) was set up in 1996 to 
oversee development of the Wide Bay 2020 Regional Growth Management Framework 
(RGMF) which was endorsed in 1998.  This Plan has since been revised and become the 
Wide Bay Burnett Regional Plan 2007 - 2026.  
 

WBBCC Member Pam Soper is currently the nominated delegate on the RPAC repre-
senting Community from a Conservation perspective. The Wide Bay Burnett RPAC 
meets four times each year and provides a forum for representatives  from the three tiers 
of Government  and representatives from the private and  community sectors in the Wide 
Bay Burnett Region  for the purpose of identifying,  considering and  submitting advice 
and recommendations on regional planning and development issues  that advance the  
purpose of the Integrated Planning Act 1997 (IPA). 
 

More specifically to: 
• Provide advice to the Deputy Premier and Minister for Infrastructure and Planning on 

regional planning matters. 
• Oversee the preparation, implementation and review of a Wide Bay Burnett Regional 

Plan 
• Facilitate the resolution of regional planning issues 
• Promote a coordinated approach to regional planing 
• Facilitate a review of the WBBRPAC role and operation on a biennial basis 
• Establish reporting linkages between the RPAC and members represented sectors or 

networks and 
• Provide advice to all tiers of government on regional matters 
 

Having a conservation representative attend RPAC Meetings does offer an opportunity 
to raise issues, and to speak out on behalf of the environment.   Unfortunately WBBCC’s 
strongly voiced concerns were  ignored  when  Paradise Dam and Traveston Dam were 
being promoted by State Government Agencies. 
 

It is anticipated that the Regional Plan will become a Statutory Document within the 
next twelve months. If this happens Local Authorities will be required  to comply with 
desired  Environmental  Outcomes including protection of  Biodiversity, Coastal Envi-
ronment, Open Space, Special Places (Cultural), and Identified  Preferred  Settlement 
Patterns,  when making their planning decisions. We should see an improvement in over-
all planning for the region, although I suspect there are already  ‘experts’  working out 
how they can get round the legislation. 
 

The next Wide Bay Burnett Regional Planning Advisory Committee meeting is to be on 
27 November 2008, at Town Common Hall, Oliver Street, Kingaroy, commencing 2pm. 
Chair for the meeting will be Gary White, Deputy Director General, Planning Group, 
Department of Infrastructure and Planning. Members of the public are welcome to attend 
as observers. Any member who wishes to have any matters relating to planning/
environmental issues raised at RPAC meetings should contact the WBBCC Coordinator.  

Thanks to Pam Soper for this article. 



From the  WBBCC Coordinator’s Desk  
by Emma-Kate Currie 

H i everyone. It’s been pretty busy in the office in the last few months, 
keeping me well and truly on my toes! On the 7th October WBBCC 

in conjunction with the Environmental Defenders Office QLD, filed a legal injunction in 
the Federal Court in Brisbane against Burnett Water Pty. Ltd. for an alleged breach of the 
approval conditions for Paradise Dam under the Environment Protection and Biodiver-
sity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC). The dam was approved subject to the condition that 
they provide a fully operational fish transfer device suitable for the Queensland Lungfish, 
but a Federal Audit undertaken in July 07 found it to only have a partial compliance rat-
ing, meaning some fish have been able to access upstream but none have accessed the 
downstream passage entrance. WBBCC and the QLD conservation sector jointly wrote 
to Minister Garrett in April calling for immediate action but received no reply for 
months, so the Executive Committee made the decision to plan legal action. The week 
that we had decided the filing date, we finally received correspondence from the Minister 
but with no commitment to court action, so we proceeded to file. The preliminary hear-
ing was held on 7th November and an update from EDO is on the following page. 
 

T he Paradise Dam case is being funded by donations from the conserva-
tion sector and community groups but additional funds are needed so if 

anyone would like to make a tax-deductible donation to the WBBCC Public 
Fund you can either ring me at the office (or leave a message if I’m unavail-
able) or email us (wbbconservationc@bigpond.com) and I’ll sort it out for 
you or alternatively you could send us a cheque, just make sure you stipu-
late that it is a donation. All contributions will be greatly appreciated. 
 

I n late September I sent our acquittal documents for this years round of funding from 
the “Conservation Organisations Funding Program” to QCC who as a condition of 

their funding agreement with the EPA, have been given the task of collecting the acquit-
tal documents and forwarding them to the EPA for processing. We are hoping to see the 
money soon as it keeps our organisation functioning and keeps me employed. I’ve made 
such progress in my short time here that I dearly hope it continues indefinitely. I am also 
in the process of filling out a grant application for the Federal Gov’s “Grants to Volun-
tary Environment and Heritage Organisations”. We are hoping to have access to funding 
from this program as we now fit the eligibility criteria now that we have entered into a 
collaborative partnership with Roger Currie’s  Regional Ecosystems Mapping Consul-
tancy (REMC) to undertake the ‘Extension Support for Healthy Habitats in the Fraser 
Coast Regional Council Area’ program formerly known as ‘Conservation Partnerships’. 
This program is funded through BMRG and was previously run through the Councils but 
they elected to run it through private tender and the tender for this area was awarded to 
Roger. Roger will continue to run the on-ground aspect of the program and WBBCC will 
offer an administrative and technical support role through our office. I will be taking this 
on and am looking forward to the challenge that it brings. 

Continued bottom of next page 



 

I  attended both the MRCCC and the BMRG AGMs in the last two months. I was an ob-
server for MRCCC but attended the BMRG AGM as proxy for Tim Thornton and I 

must say it was very interesting and entertaining, kind of like comedy parliament. I don’t 
think it was intended to be that way but it was an interesting lesson in how committees 
function. I also attended a Regional Planning Advisory Committee meeting with Pam 
Soper as an observer and I found it very educational. I believe Pam is hoping that I stay in 
this position long enough to take over her role on RPAC. I intend to stay here and look 
forward to accepting the position. Planning is vitally important in the protection of the en-
vironment and that is where we must start to make a difference. 
 

A nyway, that’s all from me, until next time, remember…..Every Bit Counts! 
                                                                          Emma-Kate Currie, November 2008 

Update on Paradise Dam Case 
WBBCC v Burnett Water Pty Ltd 

By Jo Bragg, Environmental Defenders Organisation, QLD 
 

On Friday 7 November 2008 Dr Chris McGrath with EDO Qld repre-
sented applicant Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council (“WBBCC”) 
against lawyers for Burnett Water in the first directions hearing for this 
landmark case in the Federal Court. This involved oral submissions to 
the Court by Dr. McGrath and preparation of affidavit evidence by EDO 
Qld. 
 

WBBCC sought disclosure of documents about lungfish monitoring and the fishway 
operation from Burnett Water and a timetable leading to a full hearing of the matter in 
March 2009. Burnett Water disagreed with WBBCC’s proposals and provided evidence 
that it had 242 boxes of possibly relevant documents so that it would be time consum-
ing to provide disclosure. 
 

Burnett Water also indicated that it might seek an adjournment of the WBBCC matter 
on the basis that the Commonwealth was conducting compliance investigations against 
Burnett Water. However WBBCC knows that those investigations have been going on 
for some time and appropriate enforcement action has not eventuated, despite requests 
to Minister Garrett made by WBBCC and other groups. Dr McGrath informed the 
Court that the legislation gives WBBCC legal standing rights to take enforcement ac-
tion, with those rights not dependent on what the government chooses to do. 
 

Justice Logan of the Federal Court decided against ordering a hearing date yet and set a 
fresh date of 5 December 2008 for a further directions hearing. His Honor has given the 
parties time to lodge applications, submissions and supporting materials for any pre-
trial applications such as disclosure of documents or adjournment. Any pre-trial appli-
cations will also be heard in the Federal Court on 5 December 2008. 



 I am no more than a lowly educated dys-
lexic fisherman, and I ask why the 
Queensland government fails to link eco-
logical functions between catchments, 
flood plumes, fresh water pooling in the 
marine regions of the Greater Hervey Bay 
marine biodiversity areas and the Great 
Sandy Region.  How can the state gov-
ernment experts claim to know just how 
much fresh water is needed?  The Bur-
nett catchment these days rarely ever 
supports the marine areas of these re-
gions with flood plumes or environmental 
fresh water flows, the vast network of 
over 30 major Dams, the Walla Weir and 
the Paradise Dam along with a tidal weir 
only 25K from its mouth has destroyed 
and impacted on many fisheries.  There is 
major water extraction from this whole 
region.  Dams on the Kolan and Burrum 
River catchments plus weirs and more 
tidal barriers and heavy ground water 
extraction from these regions now have 
caused major subterranean groundwater 
salinity problems.  
The Tuan Arm of the Mary River has 
three weirs and a history of heavy water 
use.  The lower Mary's tidal barrage can 
go for a few years with nil or only minimal 
discharge and water levels over long peri-
ods can be below the fish way.  So just 
how much water is needed from the Mary 

catchment to do the job of all these catch-
ments that once flowed into the greater 
Hervey Bay's bioregions and to satisfy ma-
rine production requirements for the sustain-
ability of both state and commonwealth fish 
populations and environmental require-
ments is any ones guess.  No one I know 
has this information.  And I put to you that 
the accumulated impact on marine produc-
tivity and sustainability has never been stud-
ied.  The fact is that it may take all of the 
Mary Rivers flow now to make up the short 
falls of these other catchments to maintain 
and reduce hyper saline conditions that 
others claim exists now because of this ac-
cumulative impact and neglect by assessing 
authorities. The Federal Environment Min-
ster Peter Garret needs to invoke the 
precautionary principle to enforce a 
moratorium to put a halt to the Traveston 
Crossing Dam because the state govern-
ment has failed to accept that accumulative 
impact of the heavily impounded, water ex-
tractive activities of these other catchments, 
and the Mary, on the marine ecosystems 
sustainability and productivity  which in-
cludes understanding the values and cues 
of the flood plumes in the Greater Hervey 
Bay, K'gari (Fraser Island) and the Great 
Sandy regions. It was not looking at the 
accumulative impact that caused the prob-
lems in the Murray Darling Systems. 

What part of environmental flow don't you understand?  
 
This was  the question addressed by Joe McLeod, Independent Trawlers Asso-
ciation, Tin Can Bay at the 'The River, the Bay and the Strait' forum on Sun-
day 5 October in Hervey Bay. It is the question Joe McLeod has been asking the 
Queensland Government for years. In his presentation Joe explained why com-
mercial fishers care about environmental flows and flood plumes and ask why 
the government appears to disregard the precautionary principle when it comes 
to dams and tidal barriers. Below is an extract from his talk. 

A bit about Joe Mcleod. Joe was born and bred on the Tweed River and started net fishing helping 
his father at a very early age. He is a third generation commercial fisher who has always been in-
volved in the catching sector. Joe has always had a keen interest in environmental issues and has 
represented the industry on many committees including  representing both commercial and recrea-
tional fisheries on the first MRCCC.  He has been asked to speak at national conferences such as 
The Down-steam Effects of Land use in 1995 and was asked to speak and present a paper at The 
Way Forward on Weirs conference in Sydney in August 2000. 



Coastal Vegetation and EPBC Act 

that developers of proposed developments 
along the Bundaberg and Fraser Coast 
Regions’ coastal areas (as examples, 
Hervey Bay, Coonarr, Moore Park, and 
Miara) will have to determine whether 
these critically endangered ecological 
communities are present.  If they are, the 
developer may require formal assessment 
and approval under the EPBC Act by re-
ferring the development action to the Aus-
tralian Government Minister for the Envi-
ronment, Heritage and the Arts. 

I n addition, residents presently living 
on blocks that may contain more 

than 0.1 hectares of littoral rainforests and 
coastal vine thickets may contravene the 
EPBC Act if they clear vegetation on their 
properties. 

T his ecological community has been 
placed on the critically endangered 

list because of its extremely high risk of 
extinction.  Hopefully these recent legisla-
tive changes will ensure the long term 
survival of these habitats and the wildlife 
they support.  

By Rick Haywood 
Peter Garrett, the Federal Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts, 
recently amended the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999 to include Littoral Rainforest and Coastal Vine Thickets of Eastern 
Australia in the critically endangered list of threatened ecological communities. 
This ecological community typically occurs within two kilometres of the coast 
and survives in the Bundaberg and Fraser Coast Regions.  

Conservationists have breathed a sigh of relief that Sara Palin and the Republicans 
have been stopped in their tracks.  Sara Palin opposed moves to declare the Beluga 
Whale endangered. The whale occurs in Alaskan waters. So a count was done of the 
animals and there were only half as many whales counted as in 1995!  She also op-
posed declaring Polar bears as endangered. (Source: New Scientist) 

T he rainforests and vine thickets of this 
ecological community are varied, 

complex, and are not associated with a par-
ticular soil type and can occur on a variety of 
geological substrata.  This is important be-
cause it means that this ecological commu-
nity is not identified by one specific Re-
gional Ecosystem, but in a number of Re-
gional Ecosystems.  Hence, areas of coastal 
vine thickets and littoral rainforests cannot 
be simply identified from EPA published 
Regional Ecosystem maps, but will have to 
be identified by on-ground surveys.   

I n addition, patches of rainforest and 
vine thickets as small as 0.1 hectares 

with 70% cover of transformer weeds such 
as Lantana camara could be included in this 
critically endangered category.  This means 
that small patches of coastal vegetation that 
may be described generally as insignificant 
and degraded, could in fact be a critically 
endangered ecological community listed in 
the EPBC Act. 

T here are a number of consequences to 
this EPBC Act amendment.  One is 



Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ 
By Sara Gerdsen  & Carol Bussey 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Our AGM held  at Wongi Water Holes was chaired by Councilor Debbie Hawes.   She 
explained that her portfolio and that of fellow councilor Sue Brooks married well and 
that they are working together on the council's Corporate Plan. (see article page 13) 
At the AGM all executive positions were filled with poet, artist, dedicated naturalist and 
former teacher, Audrey Sorensen, the new president.  Names and telephone contacts of 
the new executive can be found inside the front cover of Wambaliman 
 

THANKYOU JOHN EGGLESTON 
At the AGM Joan Coutts read John's President’s report as he was still recovering.  Carol 
Bussey  expressed the Branch's gratitude for all the hard work he had done as president 
& this was acknowledged by acclaimation. Then at the Central Branches Get-together , 
new president  Audrey  Sorensen presented him with one of the lorikeet awards (a statu-
ette) and a diary and thanked him again.  
 

TALKS and FORUMS  
* 150 plus people attended the Jerry Coleby-Williams lecture.  Howard Gardening 
Club hired 2 minibuses so members could attend. Linda spoke briefly about Transition 
Town Hervey Bay (see article page 16). The Coastal Water Quality Alliance and the 
Lower Mary Association mounted displays and helped with some of the expenses. 
* Great Sandy Straits Forum -  This forum arranged by the Lower Mary Association 
also attracted a large audience. Several members attended this most informative day 
which looked at how the dam will degrade this important Ramsar site. Based on the dif-
ferent sessions, a list of recommendations was developed and has been sent to Peter 
Garrett. 
* Coastal Care Conference - Carol presented the Frog Survey Report. Some good net-
working was also the order of the day and as well we recruited some new members.  
* The Snorkeling Group arranged a public meeting to inform people about the beautiful 
corals which grow close to the shore in the bay.  Maria Zann was the main speaker.  It is 
hoped that next year teams will be organized to be part of "Coral Watch" to collect scien-
tific data. The monitoring process will be similar to the present "Seagrass Watch".  

Walk in the Wallum 
On August 30, 12 people led by local Carol 
Bussey visited the  wallum in  Burrum 
Coast National Park. Participants viewed 
about 30 species of wildflowers. Due to the 
unseasonable cold weather in August, the 
flowers were not quite at their prime. There 
were however still good displays of Golden 
Candlesticks and Melaleuca nodosa.  It 
was noted that the Swamp Callistemon 
were  exceptionally prolific this year. 



Vale—Allan Dumell 
Fraser Coast WPSQ offers our sympathy to Dumell McDonald and her family 
on the death of her husband, Allan, on October 13, 2008. Allan was a social 
reformer who wrote a book on a standard wage for all persons. He often as-
sisted WPSQ by working with Dumell at  events such as the Open Garden Day 
and Yagubi if he could be lured  away from one of his favourite pastimes - golf. 

SOUTHERN BRANCHES GET-TOGETHER 
Carol and Audrey represented our branch at this event. 
Lucky they went as they came back laden with awards. 
Our branch won the award for the most new members; 
fund-raising award; the award for a public event which 
attracted the most people (Cycle for Change) and, last 
but definitely not least, Carol received the Margaret 
Thorsborne award for most valuable member. Thanks 
to those members who wrote this "secret application". 
 

CENTRAL BRANCHES GET-TOGETHER 
Another successful event. Three people came down 
from Capricorn Branch and two from Bundaberg. The 
Sunshine Coast also sent a representative. Our branch 
was fairly well represented.  

Left; New Fraser Coast WPSQ President addresses Southern 
Branches Get-together in Caboolture on September 20, 2008.  

Following the branch reports, Simon, the new State president spoke about the many cur-
rent projects including the recent submission about increasing the area of marine park in 
Moreton Bay.  
After Morning tea, Alan Logan spoke about native orchids and shared his extensive col-
lection of species photographs. Lunch and lots of networking.  
After this Dr Young introduced us to the "Hidden Kingdom of Fungi". His power point 
images of fruiting bodies of all shapes, sizes and colours were magical (no pun intended). 
Fiona Maxwell from head office conducted the final session. Results from our recent 
member survey indicated that many members were keen to learn more about writing let-
ters to papers and politicians. She presented many practical ideas which are currently 
being collected into a WPSQ handbook for branches. 
On Sunday conference members and family and friends embarked on the MV Day Trip-
per to explore part of the Sandy Straits. As a very poor sailor I stayed on land but I am 
told it was a great outing sighting dolphins and whales. 
 

YOUTH SUMMIT 
Audrey and Bill set up a display about our branch at this summit organised by youth 
workers and the council. The venue was Hervey Bay Great Hall.  Despite much publicity 
few people attended but about 10 young people showed an interest in joining our group. 



SCHOOL ACTIVITES 
* For Threatened Species Day 2 classes from Yarrilee Primary visited Apex Park.  Lee 
Carter spoke to the students about Flying Foxes. They also played a game to demonstrate 
the vital role these mammals serve in pollination and dispersal of seeds for native trees. 
About 40 trees were planted and the take home memento was a flying fox ’fridge mag-
net.  Many thanks to members who helped on the day as well as Tina's Green Corp who 
also assisted and prepared the craft items. 
* On 28th November we will be presenting Wetland activities at Arkarra for two Uran-
gan Point classes and two classes from the Christian Academy.  
 

REVEGETATION PROJECTS: 
Now that it is getting hotter an 8am start is the order of the day. 
* Arkarra - 15cubic metres of mulch have finally been delivered and the focus is on cart-
ing and spreading this. 
* Fay Smith Wetlands - weeding and planting has been the main focus and the Green 
Corp have also been helping. 
* Cheelli Lagoon - weeding and planting here too.  As well Dave Darmondy from The 
Coastal Water Alliance has provided updated equipment and he will also be in charge of 
calibration.  This will ensure more consistent results are being sent back to him from the 
various sites. 

FROGGING: 
Following the branch meeting on Nov 9 at Glen Hasties’ 
place in Maryborough members went  frogging  at Fay 
Smith Wetlands.  Several species of frogs were observed 
and heard including various sedge frogs, Laughing Tree-
frogs, Stripped Marsh Frogs and Dainty Green Tree-
frogs.  Other animals seen included two kangaroos, an eel 
and small fish. No arboreal animals were seen. Toads of 
course were also present. These observations have been 
recorded as baseline data for Fay Smith Wetlands. 

 

PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL: 
On October 1, members gathered at Hervey Bay council chambers for the presentation of 
our “Cat Policy”. Copies of this had been sent to all councilors prior to the meeting. Aud-
rey spoke about the urgent need for cats to be desexed as well as a night curfew to help 
reduce wanton killing of wildlife. Carolyn Malley from the Maryborough Animal Refuge 
also spoke in support of these ideas and explained just how many cats need to be eutha-
nased each year because not all owners bother to desex their cat or control it at night. 
A few days later Joan was interviewed for a segment on the local news about this. Mick 
Kruger also spoke and his comments suggested some of the ideas may be implemented.  
 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH: 
On November 29th members will enjoy a festive luncheon at Reefworld including a tour 
of the exhibits. Another one of Di's inspired ideas. 
Have a relaxing Christmas break  because 2009 is sure to be another busy year! 
************************

The sedge frog— 
little frog—big voice! 



Frog Habitat Should Be Reserved 
 

Below; Cr. Sue Brooks and Sara Gerdsen 
(and Mitzi and Maxie) inspect Crinia tinnula 
habitat at Burrum Heads. The property was a 
sand quarry for the old Hervey Bay City 
Council.  All the tannin stained ponds have 
wallum froglets in them. FCWPSQ have ap-
plied to the Minister to have the block added 
to the Burrum Coast National Park. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cr Debbie Hawes  
speaks at  FC WPSQ AGM 

 

Sustainability is forever accord-
ing to Cr. Debbie Hawes who was the 
guest speaker at the AGM for the Fraser 
Coast Branch WPSQ.  She explained that 
for her,  "community engagement" would 
be a very important process to ensure 
equity across the whole region. Her port-
folio is Sustainability and Strategic Plan-
ning. She said  initially the major focus 
for the new Council has been establish-
ment of the budget and Corporate 
Plan.  Now that this is nearing comple-
tion, long term planning in other areas 
will be undertaken. 
 

Debbie explained that she and Cr Sue 
Brooks were working together as the En-
vironment portfolio dovetails with Sus-
tainability and that they "want to take 
their time and get it right". She also told 
members that she was very pleased that 
Councilors had voted for having an Envi-
ronmental Levy. 

Congratulations to FCWPSQ members,  
Andrew &Tracy Macaulay  

on the birth of their  
third son Gabriel,  

brother to Xander &Elijah 

INVITATION from FC WPSQ 
Sunday, February 22, 2009, 11:00am start 

Fay Smith Wetlands Reserve, Maryborough 
Presentations / displays / sausage sizzle   

See back page for details 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Carol Bussey, FC WPSQ 

Margaret Thorsborne Award Winner 2008 
Every year Wildlife Queensland recognises the 
achievements and efforts of its members state-
wide. The Margaret Thorsborne Award is for an 
outstanding contribution by a member. “This 
award has been named in honour of our patron, 
Margaret Thorsborne as a way of acknowledging 
members who have made an outstanding contri-
bution to the Society, to conservation and to the 
community. These members have, like Margaret, 
led by example and have been an inspiration to 
others both within the society and in their respec-
tive communities” 



This is the  WPSQ Bundaberg Branch Presi-
dent’s Report for 2008 as presented at their 
recent AGM.  
 

Development carries on in the Bundaberg Region 
with the familiar increases in human settlement, 
economic growth and degradation and destruction 
of the natural environment. The WPSQ Bundaberg 
Branch continues to promote the preservation of 
our local unique flora and fauna, and continues to 
educate the community and local leaders about the 
importance of preserving our natural environment. 
 
For some time, the Bundaberg Branch has been 
asking State and Local Governments to refuse 
developments contrary to the Local Council Plan-
ning Schemes and the Wide Bay Burnett Regional 
Plan, and outside the identified settlement pattern 
areas. 
 
These requests have been based on our major 
concerns that if approved, these proposed devel-
opments: 
•will impose an enormous financial and social bur-
den upon Bundaberg City, 
•will result in losses of  habitat and biodiversity, 
with the ultimate local extinction of native flora 
and fauna, and 
•will result in loss of productive agricultural land, 
and severely impact upon the viability of the local 
agricultural industries and jobs. 
 

During the past year, a number of positive out-
comes have occurred in our Region. One was 
when Paul Lucas, Minister for Infrastructure and 
Planning, rejected the Brockfield Developments 
proposed in the previous Burnett and Isis Shires 
and which were recommended for refusal by the 
council’s town planning staff.  Although encourag-
ing, these developments may still proceed and 
there are a number of other proposed urban devel-
opments that could decimate the remaining 
patches of coastal vegetation of the Bundaberg 
Region, particularly in the Miara, Moore Park and 
Coonarr areas. 
 

Another positive outcome was the decision by the 
newly elected Burnett Regional Council not to build 
the proposed Turtle Interpretative Centre in Bund-
aberg City.  We did not support this Centre which 

Bundaberg Branch WPSQ 
By Rick Haywood  

included the keeping and display of endan-
gered loggerhead turtle hatchlings, a protected 
species under State and Federal legislation.  
Furthermore, the proposed Centre was to be 
constructed over Public Open Space/Parkland 
currently enjoyed by many residents in the 
Bundaberg Region and visitors to the area. 
 
An event that has had a major effect on our 
Region has been the amalgamation of Councils.  
The new Bundaberg Regional Council has been 
keen to learn about the different local commu-
nity organisations and a very informative meet-
ing was held with the new Councillors by Tracy 
Hall and myself.  Having a critical position in 
the future of local communities and the Region, 
it is extremely important that the Councillors 
understand the consequences of not preserving 
the natural environment, and understand the 
social and economic benefits arising from pro-
tecting the natural environment.  
 
There are some positive signs that a number of 
Councillors are genuinely concerned about the 
natural environment and are taking this and 
their Planner’s recommendations into account.  
However, saying this, I feel that the majority of 
the Bundaberg Regional Council do not under-
stand the importance of our natural environ-
ment and have not managed to balance the 
economic, social and environmental issues 
critical to our long term survival.  Examples 
include not supporting the proposed Great 
Sandy Region as a Biosphere Reserve and the 
Mayor’s tacit support for storing and exporting 
coal at the Burnett Heads Port, even though a 
proposal has yet to be tabled.  Infrastructure 
and building developments continue in the 
region without meaningful protection of habi-
tat, which is still being cleared faster than it is 
regenerating.  So the significance of our 
Branch and the work being done by our mem-
bers is as important now as it has been in the 
past. 
  
Without going into details, following are some 
positive activities the Branch and members has 
been involved with this past year: 
•Ongoing campaign to protect the Miara area, 



Our Wildlife Needs Your Help! 

WILDLIFE FRIENDLY FENCING 
Submitted by Ann Jarman, Bundaberg WPSQ 

Every year thousands of animals face a 
cruel death from entanglement on barbed 
wire fences.  Over 70 species of Austra-
lian wildlife have been identified as occa-
sional or regular victims of barbed wire 
fences. It is now time to take action and 
ask the government what they are doing 
about this problem. 

 
What can you do? 

Bundaberg Branch has recently written to Bunda-
berg City Council, Burnett Mary Regional Group, 
Minister Garrett and Minister McNamara drawing 
their attention to this important issue. Please find 
the time to formulate your own letter encouraging 
your local council, local natural resource manage-
ment group and Ministers to adopt wildlife friendly 
fencing.  

Wildlife Friendly Fencing 
Wildlife friendly fencing (WFF) is fencing that is 
safe and effective for wildlife, people and live-
stock: 

WFF does not entangle or harm wildlife  
WFF allows the appropriate free movement of 

wildlife across rural and urban landscapes  
WFF may mean no fence at all  

 

For more information go to 
www.wildlifefriendlyfencing.com 

Image from www.wildlifefriendlyfencing.com 

•Input in managing local conserva-
tion areas, such as Baldwin Park and 
Meadowvale Nature Park, 
•Reviewing and having input to pro-
posed developments such as the 
Port of Bundaberg development, 
•Hosting a very successful EDO Envi-
ronmental Law Workshop, 
•Participating in the World Environ-
ment Day Celebrations, and  
•Informing Local, State and Federal 
politicians about local environmental 
issues, for example, no dams on 
Baffle Creek, protecting local koala 
habitat, and opposing recreational 
activities in National Parks. 
 

This Branch and the activities we are 
involved with would not have been 
possible without the efforts of our 
members.  I thank you all for this 
effort, thank Sue Johnson for doing 
our publicity, and thank the Execu-
tive Members Tracy, Ann and Katrina 
for their effort, particularly Ann who 
does an immense amount of work to 
keep our Group ticking along.  
 

What does the future hold for us?  
We all know about the state of our 
planet and our natural environment, 
and the dire consequences for many 
species, including us.  There has 
been increasing publicity in the me-
dia during the past few years about 
this, and increased awareness by the 
general public on environmental 
issues.  The Federal and State Gov-
ernments say they will address envi-
ronmental issues and protect our 
biodiversity and wildlife.  Much of 
this has yet to be implemented, and 
decisions by Local Governments still 
favour development over conserving 
our natural habitat.  So if we want 
our future to be a better place than 
what it looks like it could be, we 
need to continue protecting our 
wildlife and influencing the choices 
we and our politicians make.   I 
believe each little bit of effort we 
have made has had a positive influ-
ence.  Please keep it up. Thank you. 
 

Rick Haywood,   WPSQ Bundaberg 
Branch President 

barbed 
wire is a 

major hazard 
for wildlife! 



Newly formed volunteer community or-
ganisation Transition Town Hervey 
Bay is delighted with the positive re-
sponse given to them with their initial 
discussions with many individuals, like 
minded community groups and  local 
and state government representatives. 
 

The Transition Towns concept was first insti-
gated in a town in Ireland called Kinsale, by 
interested people worried about the sustain-
ability of their town in the face of the twin 
problems of peak oil and climate change. 
The concept now encompasses many cities, 
towns and communities world wide.  Transi-
tion Town groups have been formed in many 
areas of the UK and Ireland.  Closest to us 
is the Sunshine Coast.   
 

Transition Towns Hervey Bay was only 
formed a few months ago.  Maggie John has 
been the instigator and the driving force of 
the new group.  The group is beginning to 
grow and it is slowly networking and talking 
to like minded people in the community 
about how Hervey Bay can face the chal-
lenges ahead as a community due to climate 
change and peak oil.  We can do this in a 
positive, productive and in a community 
based manner.  We hope that it will bring 
our community closer together with network-
ing, supporting small business and for us all 
to have a more sustainable, enjoyable and 
harmonious lifestyle.  Transition Towns 
Hervey Bay is a group of volunteers who are 
passionate about the environment and the 
future of Hervey Bay and its people. Our aim 
is to liaise with different groups, clubs and 
businesses, seeking their help in assessing 
ways which would improve our community to 
self sustainability. 
 

There are hundreds of different issues that 
can be addressed:  
•Recycling & waste – perhaps builder’s 
waste and paper making, recycled furniture, 
clothing – the op shop opportunity has been 
here for years.  Community composting - a 

wonderful initiative already tried and imple-
mented in many existing Transition Town 
sites in the UK. 
•Transport – more cycle paths.  Liaising with 
bike riding clubs – great exercise, great way 
to meet people and a fabulous way to get to 
work and alleviate stress. Enhancements to 
our public transport. 
•Gardening and food – home gardens, com-
munity gardens, organic vegetables grown in 
you own garden and permaculture. 
•Energy – solar and wind.  We live in the 
Sunshine State!  We have the best climate 
here in Hervey Bay, we should be making 
more use of our brilliant sunshine for energy. 
•Housing – more sustainable development.  
The former Hervey Bay City Council is to be 
congratulated for their initiative on the Sus-
tainable house in Honiton Street.  We can 
work collaboratively with the new Fraser 
Coast Regional Council and builders in the 
area to encourage more home owners to build 
more sustainable homes.  Energy will become 
more and more expensive as time goes on so 
we need to encourage our community to think 
smarter and to plan ahead.   
•Buy local.  By buying local, we pay less for 
transport costs, we support local businesses 
and we have a more profitable local economy.   
 

Transition Town Hervey Bay’s main objec-
tives are to raise awareness on these issues 
within our community and as a result, reduce 
carbon emissions and build community resil-
ience to our future challenges.  We will be 
working with the community at large and the 
Fraser Coast Regional Council to create an 
Energy Descent Action Plan (EDAP) for 
Hervey Bay and its environs.   
 

If you wish to learn more about the Transition 
Town movement and Transition Town Hervey  
Bay or wish to come on board to make a dif-
ference, please visit our website 
www.transitiontowns.org/Hervey-BayQLD/
Hervey-BayQLD or give Maggie John a call 
on 0407 746 148.  

Report by Janey Richards 

Transition Town Hervey Bay 
“Addressing Peak Oil and Climate Change” 



  I’ve been speechless with wonder at the sight of a mighty whale, tossing itself out 
of the ocean belly-up, to land with a mighty splash. And I’m amazed to read that the call 
of the Blue Whale can be heard for one thousand kilometres under the sea. 
 But I’ve been spellbound by the sight of hundreds of tiny Hermit Crabs in shells 
as big as the head of a pin, vibrating in a tidal pool as they fed at low tide. 
 I’ve been amazed and frightened by the sight of the Salt-water Crocodiles basking 
like sleepy old lizards on a mud bank of a Peninsula estuary.  
 But I’ve been enraptured for ages by the sight of a Golden Orb-weaver spinning 
her web outside my bedroom window.  
 I’ve been enthralled by the sight of Wedge-tailed Eagles in a courtship display 
over the Lockyer Valley – one flying above the other and dropping a stick to be caught by 
its partner and repeating the process over and over again. 
 But I’ve been absolutely delighted by a Yellow Robin flying to perch sideways on 
a tree trunk just inches from my face.  
 And who hasn’t been enthralled the Willy Wagtail’s song of “Sweet Pretty Little 
Creature. Sweet Pretty Little Creature.”?  
 How many of you can remember tadpoles in the gully and yabbies in the dam, 
caterpillars on weeds and ant-lions in their cone-shaped pits in the dust under the house. 
 And the delights of playing with meat-ants? We’d gently poke grass stems into 
their holes and watch them unclog their entries and exits. And the determination of meat-
ants is phenomenal, not to mention their teamwork! The local council recently sealed our 
road. After grading over the ants’ nest, they covered it with a metre-depth of gravel and 
rolled it. After it was sealed with hot bitumen, we thought that would be the end of the 
ants. Imagine our delight to discover just three weeks later that several holes had been 
cleared through the bitumen to the surface. They had survived! 
 Yes, everything we do impacts on others, especially the little people of the planet. 
In the Autumn of last year, Hervey Bay was invaded by the beautiful Kamala Bugs from 
the surrounding bushland that was being cleared. They over-wintered on my Alexander 
Palms in their millions, their weight bending and breaking the palm fronds. Not one has 
returned this year – there are no Kamala trees left for them to lay their eggs on. So the 
most beautiful and harmless bug in the world has disappeared.  
 And now the noisy miners have invaded my garden and driven out the resident 
peewees – all due to land clearing for more houses. So I’m expecting a big problem with 
lawn grubs this summer. 
 Mankind is the dominant species on this planet, with the greatest capacity to do 
the greatest damage to the environment, and all the living things within the environment. 
Including HIMSELF! 
 So I beg you, I plead with you, to care for THE LITTLE PEOPLE OF THE 
PLANET, and ensure the future of mankind as well!   

Newly elected FCWPSQ President, Audrey Sorensen introduces her 
“environmental self” through this article written in September 2003.  

  
 Might is not Right by Audrey Sorensen 



In the early morning or late after-
noon these days I hear the koels 
calling. They arrived here in Sep-
tember from their winter haunts in 
New Guinea or Indonesia and round 
here usually settle in the mangroves 
or paperbark swamps, though 
they’re mainly found in rainforests 
and denser vegetation areas. The 
male is glossy black with a red eye 
and long tail – the female is barred 
brown with a black head. They keep 
a low profile and often only the 
“koo-ee: call is heard. Being a 
cuckoo, the female lays her eggs in 
the nests of other birds such as friar 
birds, wattle birds, orioles and 
sometimes magpie larks. Their tim-
ing is interesting – they wait until 
the host bird lays its eggs, so that 
the nest is less likely to be aban-
doned. Because koels have such a 
short incubation period (13-14 days) 
their eggs hatch ahead of the others 
so the cuckoo chick then monopo-
lises the food and the host chicks 
are starved or ejected. If the koels 
continue to breed why doesn’t the host species die out? Here nature plays its cards 
wisely. The arrival time of the koel here in its breeding territory is usually late enough to 
permit the host birds to get one clutch of their own chicks reared and away, and of 
course not all nests are parasitised.  
 

Although they are fruit eaters (often feeding with flocks of other species such as orioles, 
fig birds, various pigeons and Channel-billed Cuckoos) koel young are forced to eat in-
sects and caterpillars or whatever their foster parents offer. So how then do they grow up 
knowing koel habits? They not only know what to eat, but where and how to find it, and 
then, at the end of summer take off on a migration to islands to our north, sometimes 
venturing as far as Borneo and Sumatra to India and China. 
 

There have been anecdotal reports of mature koel feeding young – popping in with a bit 
extra in between visits by foster parents. Other reports say small groups of mature birds 
make themselves obvious so the host species chase them, giving a secretive female an 
opportunity to pop in and quickly lay her eggs. Is it possible that they can work as a 
group if necessary, or that the natural parents do “stick around” to see how their off-
spring fare? Reliable observations are always helpful to bird study groups.  

Maryborough photographer, Di Harris took this 
photo of a young koel reared in a nest in her garden.  

I recently found this delightful article and wish to share it with you. It was written by “Gwen” for 
WPSQ Caloundra newsletter no. 331, and reprinted in Wambaliman December 1993. Ed 

CLEVER KOELS 



Orange Jessamine, 
Murraya paniculata 
are fast growing hardy 
attractive bushes used 
extensively for hedg-
ing purposes.  The 
bushes however, pro-
duce a lot of fleshy 
berries that birds love 
and it is largely by 
this means that they 
have become so wide 
spread in our native 
forests, but they are 
also being spread into our native bush by 
people’s habit of dumping their garden 
prunings and waste plant material in the 
bush.  The Orange Jessamine originates 
from the rainforests of South East Asia and 
it is in our native rainforests where it has 
become such a pest.  In these conditions it 
is an exceedingly rapid grower and chokes-
out all smaller native plant species and 
stops the local indigenous plants germinat-
ing where ever it takes hold. 
 

People had no idea that the Orange Jessa-
mine would become such an invasive weed 
species when it was first introduced, but as 
the law says ‘ignorance is no defence’-   
they should have found out.  The stupid 

thing is that we have a 
native Murraya that 
will serve the same 
purpose in the garden 
and is completely non-
invasive, but no one 
bothered to find that 
out and the old adage 
‘the imported one is 
always the best’ pre-
vailed. 
 

The Native Jessamine 
Murraya ovatifoliolata 

(pictured above) is native to the northern 
part of Queensland and is indigenous to 
the Fraser Coast region, which is its south-
ern most natural occurrence, but it has 
been grown in cultivation as far south as 
Melbourne.  Although it isn’t quite as fast 
growing as the exotic species and needs 
some pruning to keep it well bushed, it 
looks very similar in its foliage and 
growth habit and its masses of sweetly 
scented white flowers are the same, its 
most obvious distinguishing feature is its 
white corky bark.  The Native Jessamine 
grows naturally around the perimeters of 
rainforest and in wet Eucalypt forest and 
will grow in full sun or broken shade and 
once established is a very hardy plant.  

THE NATIVE ALTERNATIVE  
by John Eggleston 

One of the most invasive and destructive woody-weeds we have in 
Queensland is the introduced Orange Jessamine, Murraya paniculata.  
Like the vast majority of our invasive introduced weed species, these 
have come from people’s gardens.   

I spotted this not so attractive creature in my compost while turning 
the brew. Luckily for it, it was undamaged by my frantic forking and 
luckily for me it stayed far enough away that I did not succumb to 
its rather powerful jaws and a bite that causes severe pain. At 20 
centimetres long this native centipede has a very flexible body with 
one pair of legs per segment enabling it to move very rapidly. Jenny                       



Bulburin National Park was created in August 2006 having previously been under 
State Forest tenure. It was created as part of the South East Queensland Forest Agree-
ment and is located between Monto and Miriam Vale.  
 

This is a rugged area of steep ranges over 25,000 hectares in area hosting eucalypt forest 
as well as a large area of subtropical rainforest. The 16 km access road from the west 
starts at the small township of Builyan on the road between Monto and Gladstone. 
 

A camping ground is located on a ridge adjacent to a mature hoop pine plantation on the 
site of the former forestry barracks. There are no facilities apart from a picnic platform so 
campers have to be totally self-sufficient. This elevated area can be very wet at certain 
times of the year. 
 

The camping area is kept mowed but no information has yet been placed on the self reg-
istration shelter. The access road from the west continues through the camp ground to-
wards the east and links to the Dawes Range Road. This narrow 20 km road along the 
ridge is well maintained however because of the nature of the terrain is suitable for 4WD 
only. Deep whoa boys and rocky sections are a common feature. The Dawes Range Road 
descends steeply to exit the park at Granite Creek and provides an alternative access via 
the Bulburin Forest Road to the Bruce Highway near the Granite Creek rest area 64 km 
north of Gin Gin. Unfortunately this 13 km 4WD only access road is not maintained and 
is in very poor condition. 
 

During a recent October visit we found the bird life of the park to be the major attraction. 
We saw Wonga Pigeons, Black-faced Monarchs, Regent Bowerbirds, Golden Whistlers, 
Rufous Fantails and Eastern Whipbirds. Wompoo Pigeons and Green Catbirds were also 
prolific but hard to spot in the dense vegetation. The park is noted for Paradise Riflebirds 
and Noisy Pittas but sadly we were not lucky enough to see either of these.  

Bulburin National Park  
by Tony & Andrea van Kampen  

Continued   page 21 



Bulburin is the northern limit for Pouteria australis, Black Apple, and we observed one 
covered in large ripe fruit during our visit. We were the only people to use the camp 
ground during our three night stay and only saw a few vehicles during that time. 
 

No buildings from the forestry era remain. Evidence of past use of the area includes the 
Hoop Pine plantation (which is progressively being harvested), forestry tracks, open 
cleared areas with some plantings of trees not native to the area such as massive old 
bunya pines, a water source in the form of a small dam located about a hundred metres 
from the camping area and the presence of weeds (mother of millions, lantana and polka 
dot plant). 
 

Bulburin is well worth a visit but visitors should be well prepared and take the time to 
look around and enjoy the flora, fauna and scenery of this special area.  

Bulburin National Park continued ……. 

Walk in the Tree Tops 
Lamington National Park 

Jenny Watts & Peter Duck 

Walking 15 metres above the ground,  
literally amongst the tree tops, was an 
added bonus to our visit to Lamington 
National Park recently.  
 

We were camped at the National Park’s 
Green Mountain campground a short 
distance from the well known O’Reilly’s 
Guesthouse and Tree Top Walk. We 
visited early in the morning to catch 
glimpses of Green Catbirds and hear the 
Paradise Riflebirds.  
 

Back safely on the ground  seeing  the 
Satin Bowerbird at his bower (photo 
below) is always a treat and here where 
the people visitors are aplenty, so too is 
their blue debris which the birds are 
quick to snaffle and recycle as bower 
decorations. Our reason for the visit to 
one of Queensland's oldest national 
parks was to walk the Binna Burra to 
Green Mountains 22km trail. A  shuttle 
bus transports walkers to Binna Burra so 
the beautiful walk can be done easily in 
the one day.  



 

Howls of Protest  
Over Reef Laws 

 

Premier Anna Bligh’s recent de-
cision to force farmers to 
change farm practices which 
damage the Great Barrier Reef 
has been condemned by catch-
ment and farming groups. 
 

The Premier’s decision follows the release 
of another report by scientists which warns 
that farm runoff continues to damage the 
reef and voluntary efforts to change farm 
practices are not working.1 

 

The farming and catchment groups are 
worried that farmers will now refuse to be 
involved in voluntary programs such as the 
Federal Government’s new $200 Million 
Reef Rescue Program. According to the 
Burnett Catchment Care Association, 
“regulation undermines a spirit of coopera-
tion and shared effort for a shared benefit,” 
while the Queensland Farmers Federation 
believes it “will likely result in worse water 
quality outcomes on the Reef.” 
 

The issue has become political, with Oppo-
sition spokesman for Sustainability David 
Gibson criticising the move as “policy on the 
run” and saying “Regulation does not en-
courage innovation solutions to best farm 
practice.” 2 

 

I am also not convinced that regulation will 
necessarily work, but I share the Premier’s 
frustration that this issue has not been 
taken seriously enough by many farmers, 
and understand her desire for urgent action. 
 

In 1995, I was one of 203 people to attend 
a conference in Rockhampton called 
“Downstream Effects of Land Use”, and 
attended on behalf on the Burnett Catch-

Members have their say…………….CARL MOLLER 

ment Care Association which was then in its 
infancy. Over 105 presentations were made, 
mostly by scientists, and they clearly 
showed the levels of pollution which were 
coming from agricultural areas and the ef-
fect this was having on the Reef. Agricul-
tural industry groups gave presentations on 
their perspectives. Not one industry group 
denied there were problems, and all said 
they were committed to improving farm 
techniques voluntarily and that regulation 
should be avoided. Legislation had just been 
introduced (the Environmental Protection 
Act 1994) which included penalties for caus-
ing environmental harm. 
 

I still have the 444 page report3 on the pro-
ceedings of that conference. In light of the 
current debate, it is interesting to read 
some of the comments of agricultural 
groups from 13 years ago.  
 

“In the medium term, if the general public 
and government cannot be assured that 
responsibility for environmental manage-
ment is being taken in a broad sense by 
landholders, then stronger and more pre-
scriptive regulatory approaches will be very 
hard to avoid.” Saleena Ham – Qld Farmers 
Federation. 
 

“Our Board considered the recently passed 
Environmental Protection legislation at its 
March meeting, and is committed to devel-
oping a set of guidelines for practice in our 
industry. …. we need to avoid a regulatory 
or legislative nightmare.” Mark Panitz, Qld 
Fruit and Vegetable Growers. 
 

“Industry’s intent is to demonstrate that self 
regulation is the most efficient and cost-
effective path to sustainable development. 
Canegrowers has begun the process of de-
veloping guidelines….so they are under-
stood, practical and have the endorsement 
of the majority of growers in the industry.” 
Mark Everson, Canegrowers. 
 



“Graziers, like all other land users, need a 
clear commitment from all levels of govern-
ment to provide practical assistance to pro-
ducers to improve their management prac-
tices, rather than hindering through in-
creased regulation. The UGA will also be 
developing guidelines for the grazing indus-
try to assist graziers understand their obliga-
tions under the new environmental legisla-
tion.” United Graziers Association. 
 

The October 2008 newsletter of the Burnett 
Catchment Care Association had an article 
entitled “Is Reef Water Quality really a prob-
lem?”  The article states that “the short an-
swer is that Reef Water quality is an issue 
and it is likely to be the case for some time.”  
It is disappointing that some farmers still 
don’t share this view.  The Queensland 
Farmers Federation CEO John Cherry was 
quoted in the media as saying “Governments 
need to stop finger pointing”, but it seems to 
me that some of our farmers are still in de-
nial. No wonder Anna Bligh is annoyed. 
 

I accept that environmental problems are 
complex, with no simple solutions. But you 
can’t expect change until people accept re-
sponsibility. Farmers have to accept that 
agricultural practices are harming the reef, 
and Governments have to spend as much 
money as it takes to help farmers change 
those practices. The small minority of farm-
ers who refuse to participate should be 
fined.  A serious government also needs to 
look at regulating stormwater system design 
and treatment and ban the destruction of 
wetlands. 
 

I am glad that the Premier has raised this 
issue, and hope that this time it leads to 
more rapid reform. 
 

Carl Moller, November 2008 
 
1.Scientific consensus statement on water quality 
in the Great Barrier Reef 
www.reefplan.qld.gov.au/publications/
consensus_statement.shtm 
2. Queensland Hansard 29 Oct 2008 p 3189 
3. Department of Natural Resources 
Downstream Effects of Land Use 1996 

 BOOK REVIEW 
 By Carol Bussey 

 

The World Without Us  
by Alan Weisman 

Published by Virgin Books, 2007, $27.95 
  

You may have heard of the North Pacific 
Gyre, a floating mass of plastic rubbish – 
bags, thongs, nets, etc. But were you 
aware that it is ten million square miles 
in area, almost the size of Africa?  And 
that there were five more of these gyres? 
 

Award winning author, Alan Weisman, 
has done a vast amount of research to pro-
duce a book crammed with facts about 
Homo sapiens’ impact on the planet.  He 
has also extensively researched what 
would happen if we suddenly 
“disappeared” from the face of the earth. 
 

 As well as this wealth of knowledge, 
Weisman is an entertaining writer with a 
neat turn of phrase eg “humankind’s 
Faustian affair with carbon”  “polymers 
are forever” “man is now a force of nature”. 
Paradoxically much of the hard stuff- 
buildings, roads, etc – will disappear fairly 
quickly.  However, the hidden things, - 
carbon dioxide, dioxin, petrochemicals, 
radioactive waste, weeds, heavy metals – 
will take thousands if not millions of years 
to return to prehuman levels - eg carbon 
dioxide will take 100,000 years. 
 

Reading this book will really make you 
use your calico bags! The long term effect 
of plastic is exactly that: long term.    

“Except for a small amount that has 
been incinerated, every bit of plastic 
manufactured in the world in the past 
fifty years or so still remains.” 
 

This book alternately engenders hope or 
despair but it is a fascinating read and 
highly recommended.  



 

 

WBBCC  
MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

 
 

  
The quarterly newsletter “WAMBALIMAN”  

is included in membership with multiple copies 
for associations by arrangement. 

 

I wish to join / renew my membership with 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council Inc. 

 

Membership:  $____________ 
 
Donation*:   $____________ 
 
TOTAL   $____________ 

 
NAME………………………………………… 
 
ADDRESS……………………………………. 
 
…………………………………...……………. 
 
Phone: . ……………………………………… 
 
Email:………………………………………… 
 
SIGNED ………………...……………………       
 
Date .........................……………..………….. 
 
Please return to: 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council 
PO Box 694 
MARYBOROUGH Qld 4650 
 

*Donation is a gift to WBBCC Inc. Public Fund. 
WBBCC Inc. is an endorsed deductible gift recipient 
on the Register of Environmental Organisations 
under the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997. Dona-
tions of $2 or more are tax deductible. 

Date Claimers 

Annual Membership 
Single              $ 15.00 
Family group  $ 20.00 
Associations  $ 30.00 

Friday 28th November - 
 Schools Wetland Day at Arkarra.  

Please let FCWPSQ know if you can help.  

 
 
 

INVITATION from FC WPSQ 
 

Sunday, February 22, 2009 
 

Fay Smith Wetlands Reserve, 
 Maryborough 

  

presentations  displays social gathering 
 

An  invitation is extended to all  members of 
Fraser Coast environmental groups and other 
interested people to attend  a  get-together 
early next year.  It will give us the opportunity  
to get to know each other, to find what differ-
ent groups are doing in the Fraser Coast area 
and chat about how we can work together on 
some projects. Bring along display material 
about your group  and put it up on our display 
board (velcro dots). 
 

Proposed programme:  
 

11:00am Cup of tea and introductions 
11:30am Presentation by speaker (TBA)  
12:00-1:00pm  Sausage Sizzle 
1:00pm Presentation by speaker as per 

Then…... 
 walk around Reserve or sit and relax   

BYO chair and drinks  
there will be soft drinks for sale 

  

RSVP Sara  FCWPSQ before Feb 19, 2009. 

FC WPSQ end of year “DO” 
Saturday 29th November - 

 Christmas lunch at Reef World. Cost 
$18.  

 This covers a free tour of the exhibits and any 
meal to the cost of $18.  More expensive meals 

can be preordered if you wish . 

“Rehabilitation  and Revegetation 
of Creek and River Banks"  

 by Paul Marshall, 
Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee 


