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New Coordinator for WBBCC 
It was with great pleasure that we welcomed Tanya Simpson to the position of WBBCC 
Coordinator at the end of July. Those of us who have met Tanya are impressed with her 
enthusiasm and commitment. Welcome Tanya and all the best!   
And from Tanya……… 

Hi everyone! I have years and years of experience in 
working to create a community where we all want to 
live. I've worked in youth agencies, domestic violence 
agencies, universities, at the Starlight Children’s Foun-
dation creating magical wishes, been involved in the 
enviro movement,  the RSPCA working with the awe-
some volunteer team, carers support work and now 
with the WBBCC and the Home Assist secure program 
in Maryborough. (That's just a few of them). I am a 
partner to Steve (who runs his own home handy man 
business at the Bay) and mother to three around the 
teen age girls. We are also carers for kids in care. We 
live  at Craignish on a lovely block of land . 
I am open to your ideas, support, thoughts, assistance 
and just if you need a chat! You can catch me on 
0432684678 or tehprez@tpg.com.au. Thanks for wel-
coming me, and let's get this organisation hopping! 

Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council Reports…………... 

Welcome to WBBCC! New Members 
Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee 
Alisdair and Karin Malcolm, Maryborough 

Update on  
Wide Bay Burnett Eco 
WBBCC is working on a submission 
to attain funding from BMRG sources 
to allow the printing of the first edi-
tion. From then on the publication will 
be self funded.  

The WBBCC wishes to acknowledge  
the Queensland and Federal Govern-
ments for the recent grants. 
WBBCC received $15,000 under the 
Queensland Government’s Conservation 
Organisations Funding program (2005-
2009)  and $3,000.00 through the Austra-
lian Government’s Volunteer Small 
Equipment Grants. The latter will be used 
to purchase a laptop, printer, projector and 
screen. We will hope that these will be a 
resource to be shared with other like 
minded groups.  

In the Office…. 
WBBCC office has now moved onto 
Broadband internet which has made ac-
cessing emails and data and information 
required for submissions much easier. 
Out and About……. 
WBBCC Coordinator & WBBCC President 
attended the MRCCC AGM recently. 
Latest Meeting  …….see page 6 



Continued over 

The coming Federal 
Election dominates all 
News and Current 
Affairs media bulle-
tins. It is all very in-
teresting, but the me-
dia concentration on 
who said what and 
how, when and where 
is so, so boring. As I 

only watch and listen to ABC television and 
radio I am spared the political advertising. I 
have given up on the local 7 Network News, 
which now covers the Sunshine Coast to 
Cairns; hardly “local”, and a litany of road 
accidents, house fires, stabbings, murders 
and the “Ray Duffies / David Dalglieshes”, 
only saddens me. 
 

That environmental issues are inci-
dental / purely political / of no 
great consequence in the federal 
campaign programs of either the 
Coalition or Labour (the major po-
litical parties) is a disappointment.  
 

Despite the drought, water shortages, cli-
mate change and climatic extremes, human 
population pressures, more species on the 
brink of extinction, peak oil, carbon emis-
sions etc, all we hear is glib overviews of 
the Kyoto Treaty and its aftermath(s), emis-
sion targets that defy comprehension and 
quantification, and $’s by the millions on 
this or that program.  
 

This is probably okay for a political leader in 
an election campaign, but the harsh reality 
is that after all the $M’s are spent there are 
no / few, tangible / measurable, on the 
ground outcomes, just expenditure numbers 
and desk top reports. It is as if Govern-
ments, and those who serve them, have lost 
their way. How have the bean counters 

WBBCC President’s Comment 
By Tim Thornton 

managed to have everything 
(infrastructure, health, education, social 
issues, the environment….) measured in 
only money / expenditure?   
 

Even Bob Brown in an interview with Kerry 
O’Brien on the 7.30 Report referred several 
times to the Social and Environmental Poli-
cies of the Greens; social ahead of environ-
mental, in the Greens!! What train are we 
on? Where are we headed? Am I so out of 
touch with today’s society? 
 

It was Margaret Meade who reminded us 
that only we can make a difference, and we 
all are in our own ways; simply being a 
member of WBBCC is evidence enough of 
environmental leanings / good intentions.  
 

Greenpeace asks us to “act locally and think 
globally” and as individuals / households we 
are doing our bit locally / in our own back-
yards.  
 

But could we as a collective, as 
WBBCC, do more?  
 

This subject was discussed at our last meet-
ing with a focus towards the coming elec-
tions for the Wide Bay Regional Council 
(and similarly for the Burnett Region). A 
range of view points were expressed, but 
the unanimous feeling was that we should 
capitalise on this political opportunity; and 
as individuals, and/or as WBBCC, throw our 
minds and bodies behind an “environmental 
ticket” in the next local government elec-
tions / arena.  
 

There was much discussion about the use 
of words (sustainability, prosperity, liveabil-
ity) and phrases (quality of life, life style) 
that have positive soft “green connota-
tions / implications”, but not the negatives / 
downsides of the “Greenies” (the political 
right have painted being green as being 
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red!  How do they do this ?). The person who put this issue on the table deserves high 
praise for the work already done, as do those who are thinking of taking a personal step in 
this direction. I “dips my lid to them”, as did the assembled members, but what do other 
members feel on this issue? If ever your management committee needed feedback / ideas 
we need it / them now, as time is of the essence.  
 

“From little things, big things grow”, Paul Kelly sings. 
 

My wife, Sol, and I are soon to return to the Philippines to spend Christmas / New Year 
with her family and so escaping the Federal Election campaign (I will greatly miss the ABC’s 
election night coverage); but “I shall return” (as General Mc Arthur said on a NSW railway 
station 11 days after he fled Manila in 1942!), well before the regional council elections.  
 

I wish all of you, and your families, a safe and happy Christmas and New Year holiday sea-
son, and a healthy, prosperous 2008.                

Tim Thornton, 5 Novemmber 2007 

Above: Sixteen people  attended the WBBCC meeting on Sunday November 4. The 
meeting incorporated an informal shared picnic lunch sitting under the trees in Jenny and 
Peter’s garden on the river flats of the Mary River in Maryborough. The mossies weren’t 
too bad and a bit of shuffling around meant that we were in shade most of the time.  
 

Much of the meeting was given over to discussions about issues that people  felt were of 
major concern. These included Traveston Dam and the release of the EIS and its impli-
cations and what we as individuals can do, the upcoming council elections following 
amalgamation, fox control, clearing and filling of wetland  areas, and carbon trading.  
 

Dec 9 is the closing date for Traveston Dam submissions. WBBCC’s submission will fo-
cus on the impacts the project will have on RAMSAR sites. Help is available if individuals 
wish to do a submission also. With regards to the council elections those present re-
solved  “That green councillors are needed in the new amalgamation of local government 
areas, with the mobilisation of community, supporting conservation agendas.”   



constitution requires that we remain apo-
litical, we can’t as an organisation, be seen 
to be directly supporting any individual, 
but we can name and support all candi-
dates who are prepared to stand up for the 
environment. 
 

W e have to get the message through 
to the electors just how critical this 

election will be.  How we go about selling 
the message we are trying to impart is just 
as important as the message itself.  We 
have to catch and hold the voters attention, 
in order to do that we have to make use of 
the old adage of “keep it simple stupid”.  
We have to bring our message down to the 
level of the lowest common denominator 
and hit people where it hurts, destruction 
of their way of life.  Our message must not 
be destruction of, or changes to the natural 
environment in our region that will turn-
off too many people; it has to be personal-
ised, the destruction of their way of life 
through these changes.  We are fortunate 
that the largest number of residents in this 
region have come here because of the re-
gions natural environment and the way of 
life that it creates.  This is our greatest 
strength and we have to build on that 
strength.   
 

W e have to be organised and have a 
plan of attack.  We have to all work 

together if we are to have any chance of 
success; we have to get all the different 
groups in our region who have the welfare 
of the environment at heart to work with 
us.  We have to gain a commitment from 
every candidate for election to stand up for 
the environment.  Those that refuse to 

A CRITICAL ELECTION 
by John Eggleston 

T he election 
that will have 

the greatest effect 
on the environ-
ment in our local 

region will be the election next March, 
of councillors to represent us on the 
new amalgamated Fraser Coast 
(super) Council. 
 

T here will only be 10 councillors to rep-
resent this hugely expanded shire and 

for anyone to be elected as a councillor to 
this new super Council, they will have to 
have a lot of help and backing.  The vested-
interest group with the greatest amount of 
finance available for this purpose and who 
have the greatest amount to gain financially 
from the outcome are the developers and 
they will do everything in their power to get 
a majority of their supporters elected to the 
new Council.  If that outcome were to come 
about, the destruction of the natural environ-
ment that we have seen in this region in the 
past, will pale into insignificance in com-
parison with what will happen under such a 
pro-developer dominated Council. 
 

W e look like getting little help from 
the Federal Government and no help 

from the anti-environment State Govern-
ment.  It will be largely up to us as organiza-
tions, or as individuals who are interested in 
saving our endangered natural environment.  
We must do everything that is within our 
power to support any member of the com-
munity who is prepared to run for election to 
the new super Council and will stand up for 
the environment if elected.  Because  our 

Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ President’s Comment 
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(Hervey Bay City Council ) 
 

10 Greencorps workers commenced work 
under the guidance of Tina Raveneau at the 
Botanic Gardens, Hervey Bay and Cheellii 
Lagoon, Burrum Heads.  

Bush Regeneration Workshop at John 
Eggleston's property . 

Threatened Species Day at Urangan 
Point School with help of FCWPSQ.  

Koala survey at Doolong South Rd. 
(Kawungan), Rifle Range (Sunshine Acres) 
and Walligan. Found scats and scratches.  

Purchase of approximately 100 ha of en-
vironmentally valuable land at Booral with 
Environmental Levy. Fauna and flora sur-
veys have been conducted.  

Weeding activities on Fraser Island with 
FIDO.  

A well attended Batty Flight with a Hal-
loween theme with lots of activities for chil-
dren. Money raised was for the charity An-
gel Flight.  

Tracks and Scats workshops at the Mish, 
a Land for Wildlife property.  

Restoration Workshops. 

Volunteers Make the World a Better Place! 
Ever wondered why volunteers are never paid? 

Volunteers are priceless – that’s why! 
 

Have you noticed lately  the number of ‘overseer’ groups that  now claim to ‘look after’ 
the volunteers? 
Well funded groups like BMRG, Landcare Australia, Queensland Water and Landcarers, 
World Wildlife Fund and Wetland Care all seem to have comfortable well equipped of-
fices with well paid managers. However, they all seem to depend on volunteers to actu-
ally get down and do the dirty work. 
Guess who claims the credit though for all those tree plantings, weed pulling, and water 
monitoring jobs?                                                                                           By Pam Soper 

make such a commitment, or who don’t 
respond, we have to assume they are in 
the development-at-any-cost camp and we 
must expose them as such.  We are in a 
fight with a ruthless enemy and have to 
use every legitimate means available to us 
to fight for the environment.  
 

W e have to think-outside-the-square 
and come up with innovative 

means of drawing the public’s attention to 
what is happening and the dire conse-
quences of their inaction.   
An extremely important part of this proc-
ess is gaining the attention of the media 
and to do this we either have to do some-
thing unusual enough to be newsworthy, 
or make controversial statements; what 
ever we say however, must be able to be 
backed up with facts.   
 

A ny person acting in the capacity as a 
spokesperson for the movement 

must be well-informed about the subject 
they are discussing.  If any one is asked to 
make a comment and they aren’t fully 
informed, refrain from making a comment 
and direct the enquirer to the best in-
formed spokesperson; especially when it 
is the media.   
 

John Eggleston, Nov 2007 



Sunday, August 26, turned out bright and sunny, a perfect day for dedicated en-
vironmentalists to start tackling the weed problem at the Fay Smith Wetlands 
Reserve on Victory Street Maryborough.  Seventeen volunteers from Wildlife 
Queensland (WPSQ), Landcare, Maryborough City Council and TAFE gathered 
to learn which plants were weeds and which were native plants.  The volunteers 
explored the reserve collecting bags of plant samples to be identified.  Experi-
enced horticulturist, John Eggleston, went through the collection identifying 47 
different weeds that are infesting the reserve, from the highly invasive Broad-
leaf Pepper Tree and Mother-of-Millions to the more benign docks and plan-
tains. Unfortunately most of these weeds have been brought into Australia as 
garden plants. They have entered the reserve as dumped garden waste or are 
brought in by birds eating the seeds and spreading them into bushland. Some 
plants which should not be grown in home gardens include Duranta 
and Singapore Daisy as they have the potential to spread so easily.  There are 
alternative non-invasive plants which can replace them. Anyone wanting to 
know more about weeds or interested in helping to return the wetlands to good 
condition can call John on 41286272 or Carol on 41295979.                                           

Weed Identification Day 

Above: John Eggleston identifies the many weed 
species collected. 
Left: The extremely invasive Mother-of-Millions.  
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Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ 
By Sara Gerdsen  

IS THIS A WEED? 
On August 26th John Eggleston led a 
weed identification day  at Fay Smith 
Reserve in Maryborough. (see page 9) 
A weeding day was also held at the 
reserve on November 4th. 

ANGELIC FLYING FOXES 
With Hervey Bay Council, FCWPSQ hosted a Batty Flight Halloween 
event on October 26th. The activities included Halloween games, 
prizes for the best costumes, train rides and a pumpkin scone eat-
ing competition. The fly out was watched with delight. This was a  
fun evening which raised almost $750 for Angel Flight. 

SPEAKERS AT OUR MEETINGS: 
* Roger Currie - More about that damn! dam! 
* Maria Zann - Corals of Hervey Bay  

AGM at TEDDINGTON WEIR: 
This was held on September 16th fol-
lowed by a general meeting. The mem-
bers of the new committee are Presi-
dent, John Eggleston; Vice - Presi-
dent, Joan Coutts; Treasurer, Carol 
Bussey; and Secretary, Sara Gerdsen 

 



EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS: 
*On September 7th members talked to 
two classes at Urangan Point Primary 
School about threatened species; with a 
focus on the Glossy Black Cockatoo.  
Gecko Wildlife also presented a display: 
adults and students alike were entranced. 
*On September 20th at Howard Primary 
School two junior classes learnt more 
about frogs. 
 *October 24th was a busy day at the 
Botanic Gardens. Members helped pre-
sent  a "Wetlands Activity" to nearly 
400 students. (see page 13) 

FROG UPDATE: 
* A rare frog was identified on council 
land near Burrum Heads. 
* Local members continue to enhance the 
frog habitat at Cheellii Lagoon, Dolphin 
Waters.  
* More frog surveys need to be conducted 
and monitoring continues at target sites. 

GOODBYE AUDREY DONAHUE: 
Members farewelled Audrey Donahue 
who is moving back to Victoria.  
Audrey has made important contribu-
tions to wildlife preservation. She 
raised funds to purchase the stun gun 
that is used in sea bird rescue.  
Audrey was a committed wildlife carer 
and her important contributions will 
be greatly missed.  

Left:  
Katelyn Righaven from Urangan Point 
Primary and WPSQ member, Linda Idiens 

Above: FCWPSQ member, 
Dumell McDonald talks to the 
school children about  the 
Glossy Black Cockatooo. 
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Central Branches - Get-Together 
Bundaberg WPSQ is hosting the Central 
Branches Get-Together on 17-18 Novem-
ber. Members from the Fraser Coast, Sun-
shine Coast and Yeppoon Branches, and 
Head Office will be attending.  A tour of 
the Miara coastline, wetlands and vine-
forest will provide an overview of the 
area Bundaberg WPSQ is requesting the 
State Government acquire for National 
Park purposes. 
 

Miara Properties 
The main issue faced by Bundaberg 
WPSQ is the Bundaberg Sugar proposal 
to build a satellite town on its rural prop-
erties at Miara, north of the Kolan River.  
Over 1000 signatures have been collected 
on a petition asking the State Government 
to acquire the properties for gazettal as a 
National Park.  The Member for Bunda-
berg, Jack Dempsey has agreed to present 
the petition to State Parliament before the 
end of the sitting for this year. 
Bundaberg Sugar have recently submitted 
their proposed development application to 
Burnett Shire Council for Preliminary Ap-
proval.  This is likely to be put on hold 
until after completion of the amalgama-

tion process and the elections next March. 
There are currently ten other subdivision pro-
posals over rural zoned land before Burnett 
Shire Council, including Bundaberg Sugar 
owned land at Moore Park,  land at Coonarr,  
Elliot Heads and land at the Hummock.  
 

Pasturage Reserve, Bargara 
Implementation of the  Management Plan for 
the Pasturage Reserve continues at a snail’s 
pace.  Council’s own preferred plans (not in 
accordance with the adopted Plan, or with 
decisions reached by the Advisory Commit-
tee) suddenly appear, and then Council Offi-
cers look surprised when members of the 
Committee raise concerns. 
 

Meadowvale Reserve 
Weeks have been spent working out a basic 
management plan for this 63 ha. Nature Park.  
It was declared a Nature Park in 1988, but 
the then Gooburrum Shire Council failed to 
get it officially excised from the rubbish tip 
(sanitary reserve). Burnett Shire Council was 
told by the Department of Natural Resources 
to prepare a management plan in 2002.  It 
took some persuasion on the part of the com-
munity to get things moving in 2007! 
The way things are going it could be 2010 
before the designation is changed! 

Bundaberg Branch WPSQ News in Brief 
by Pam Soper 

continued from page 15  Queensland Lungfish  is Irreplaceable by Pam Soper  
 
Native Timber Forestry Initiative is proposed;  a Food and Fibres Futures package to as-
sist farmers; Other promises include Valley Rattler (tourist train) upgrades; Outdoor rec-
reation infrastructure – canoeing, walking, horse and bicycle trails, and so on. 
 

Not surprisingly there is no mention of the loss of productive alluvial river flats, 
loss of freshwater aquatic species, or loss of downstream biodiversity within the 
wetlands, tidal estuary, and Marine Park. These are all to be sacrificed to satisfy 
the dam builders, and the politics of the day. 
 
What a tragedy, what a travesty. We can only hope the Federal Government has the 
courage to invoke the full force of the EPBC Act      



Thanks to a new initiative 
between Burnett Mary Re-
gional Group, Wide Bay 
Water Corporation and sup-
port from local community 
groups and businesses, Na-
tional Water Week for 2007 
was packed with exciting 
wet wonders for over 400 
primary school students, 
teachers, parents and special 
needs adults on the Fraser Coast. Participants 
were treated to a variety of water related educa-
tional activities with a chief focus on making the 
event a fun and memorable day out for all!  
 

Activities included a wetland walk where stu-
dents examined different aspects of the food 
chain in a wetland and the crucial functions that 
a wetland provides for water quality improve-
ments. Two catchment health activities were 
also conducted to broaden awareness about the 
relationship between our land/landuse and the 
impact this has on the health of our aquatic and 
marine ecosystems. Firstly, participants were 
taken on a hypothetical catchment journey down 
the Mary River looking at the cumulative impact 
of various landuse practices, by adding a range 
of constituents to a clean water sample and ex-
amining the physical and chemical degradation 
to the water. The second activity examined 
macroinvertebrate communities as an indicator 
of catchment health. Students were able to catch 
and identify different water bugs and then rate 
the health of the water body according to the 
species diversity. Biological indicators such as 
these are becoming increasingly recognised as 
important water quality measures. Water conser-
vation was also on the agenda at the fun day 
with two activities focussing on water wise 
practices. The first activity examined the water 
cycle where participants were able to build their 
own miniature terrarium and discuss the cycling 
of water as occurs in our own atmosphere. The 
message here was that water recycling has oc-

curred on the grand scale for 
billions of years and we must 
look after our ecosystems to 
provide this service into the 
future. Students were also 
treated to ‘turn off the tap’ 
skit whilst enjoying a sau-
sage sizzle lunch. This pres-
entation exemplified the ad-
verse environmental impacts 
of careless water use!       

All in all, the big take home message of the day 
was that many anthropogenic activities resulting 
from human civilisation have potential adverse 
impacts on our waterways and this can ulti-
mately compromise our very own quality of life. 
We all need clean water to survive and most of 
us recognise our waterways for their recrea-
tional, cultural and aesthetic values, therefore it 
is imperative that we conserve and protect the 
delicate ecosystem balance that keeps us alive! 

 

As coordinator of the Water Week Fun Day 
2007, I am a strong advocate of environmental 
education and awareness programs such as this. I 
believe that one cannot underestimate the impor-
tance of bestowing environmentally responsible 
attitudes and beliefs amongst our younger gen-
eration. They are, after all, the  future custodians 
of our planet. 
 

 

By Andrew Rickert 
Education Officer – FCWPSQ 
Coastal Water Quality Alliance Officer – Wide 
Bay Water Corporation 
 
Acknowledgements:  
I would like to thank all the helpers and sponsors on 
the day including; Burnett Mary Regional Group, 
Wide Bay Water Corporation,  Fraser Coast Wildlife 
Preservation Society, Hervey Bay City Council, Green 
Corps, Mary River Catchment Coordinating Commit-
tee, Fraser Lions Club, Bunnings, Beach House Hotel, 
Kawungan Quality Meats, Kawungan Bakery, all  
Primary Schools involved and Wide Bay Tafe. 

Fraser Coast Primary Schools  
Splash Out for Water Wisdom 

For National Water Week 2007 

By Andrew Rickert 
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The Problem With Dams by Merike Johnson 
 

The human relationship with dams is an ambiguous one. The mega-engineering 
feats, which manipulate flow in rivers, have been seen as “man’s conquest over na-
ture”, but it may be a hollow victory as we and nature have suffered as a result.  
 

The NSW Scientific Committee, established by the Threatened Species Conservation 
Act, 1995, made a Final Determination on 31st May 2002 to list the – “Alteration to the 
natural flow regimes of rivers and streams and their floodplains and wetlands” as a Key 
Threatening Process on Schedule 3 of the Act. The Scientific Committee found that 
“Altering of natural flow regimes is recognized as a major factor contributing to loss of 
biological diversity and ecological function”. 
 

On the other hand, dams are necessary for human welfare. Without harnessing and se-
curing water supplies, cities could not exist; without securing a regular supply of irriga-
tion water, crops to feed the ever-increasing human population could not be grown; and 
hydropower is a renewable energy source. Dam building is also justified on the pre-
sumption that they will reduce catastrophic flooding which affects hundreds of thou-
sands of people around the world and takes the lives of many each year.  
 

But experience has shown that the objectives of large-scale engineering water works 
have not always been fulfilled and the expected benefits of the expensive constructions 
have not been realized. Large dams also cause human tragedy. Millions of people have 
become reservoir refugees as their homelands are permanently flooded by dams. Numer-
ous reports describe the misery of relocations to inappropriate sites where the displaced 
people often end up in extreme poverty. The displaced people are usually mostly rural 
people who are unlikely to see the benefits of the extra water or the electricity which is 
destined for the cities. 
 

The outcome of the ambitious Manantali Dam Project on the Senegal River in Africa is a 
graphic illustration of unexpected consequences. The dam was to provide irrigation wa-
ter, generate hydropower and to facilitate navigation. Many years later the agricultural 
production is only a quarter of that originally proposed, the goal of electrifying the Sene-
gal Valley has been abandoned due to costs, the proposed navigational facilities have not 
been implemented due to lack of investments. The Dam has significantly reduced the 
fishery on which many people depended, and adding to the human tragedy, the Manan-
tali reservoir has infested the Senegal Valley with water-borne diseases, especially 
Schistosomiasis and Malaria. The outcome of the building of the dam is summarized by 
the African Development Bank – “Social disparities and malnutrition have appeared or 
increased among the affected people, and the rich Senegal Valley has become the poor-
est in all the surrounding countries”. 
 

It is noteworthy that there is a growing worldwide people movement against the building 
of more dams. To quote just one example: there is intense opposition from villagers to 
the Narmada River Valley Project in India, which will displace about 200,000 people 
and more will lose their livelihoods. Thousands of people have pledged their lives to 
stop the construction of the dams on the Narmada River. The protests have received 
wide publicity, which has precipitated active support from around the world.    



The incoming Federal Government  
must take immediate action to stop con-
struction of the Traveston Dam,  and  
ensure that essential breeding habitat 
for the vulnerable  lungfish is main-
tained. 
 

Lungfish, Neoceratodus forsteri are 
supposed to be  totally protected in Queen-
sland.  It is time the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act was in-
voked to protect the spawning habitat of 
this unique species.      

The Queensland Department of Natural 
Resources and Water, DPI Fisheries, the 
Environmental Protection Agency, and 
Sunwater all have copies of the numerous 
scientific studies and reports that have 
been compiled about lungfish in the Burnett 
River.  Reports that raise serious concerns 
about the loss of lungfish spawning habitat, 
and lack of juvenile recruitment in that sys-
tem. Those Departments have a responsi-
bility to make Queensland Water Infrastruc-
ture Pty Ltd (QWI) and the State and Fed-
eral Governments aware of the serious 
concerns that have been raised. 
 

QWI will be acting against the public inter-
est if it chooses to ignore the outcomes of 
those studies.  By building the dam and 
knowingly destroying the breeding habitat 
of this vulnerable species they will ulti-
mately be directly responsible for driving 
them to extinction.  
 

In Traveston Crossing Dam Project Update 
Four QWI is proposing to engage experts 
to oversee the so called world class Fresh-
water Species Conservation Centre that is 
proposed to be built at the Dam site. It 
seems these experts are being asked to 
‘re-invent the wheel’ and oversee exactly 
the same research that has already been 
carried out within the Burnett River system.   
Research that has been peer reviewed and 
has raised serious concerns about the ad-

verse impacts of dams and weirs on the long 
term survival of lungfish.  
 
No doubt the Traveston Dam proponents  
hope it will take ten years before these re-
searchers publish their inevitable reports 
highlighting a decline in this iconic species. 
This decline due to loss of suitable spawning 
habitat, loss of suitable conditions for sur-
vival of juveniles, & limited genetic variation 
in the species due to reduced ability for lung-
fish movement throughout the catchment.  
 

QWI appears to have gone all out to side-
line opponents to the dam.   
 

According to Project Update Four: 
It  has signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) with the University of 
Queensland to operate the Centre.    
The Department of Primary Industries and 
Fisheries (DPIF) and Environment Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) will also play a role in the 
Centre’s Research. Lungfish experts Profes-
sor Jean Joss of Macquarie University and 
Professor Gordon Grigg of  the University of 
Queensland and Dr Col Limpus from Queen-
sland Parks and Wildlife Service are to be 
appointed as independent advisors to the 
Centre. 
 

The Noosa and District Hatchery Association 
and the Gary Cook Fish Hatchery at Cooroy 
are to play a vital linkage role with QWI pro-
viding over $500,000  for improvements to 
fish hatchery facilities.   
 

Innovative programs are to be  included in 
an Environmental Management Plan to be 
delivered by QWI in conjunction with the 
Burnett Mary Regional Group. CSIRO is to 
play an independent monitoring role 
“assessing the Traveston Crossing Dam 
sustainability performance and long term 
compliance with CSIRO principles.”  
 

Kandanga will receive a  multi purpose 
sports complex, upgrade of local roads and 
“revitalisation (sewer and water).” 

Queensland Lungfish is Irreplaceable 
By Pam Soper 

continued  page 12 
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R eturning home via the Goodnight 
Scrub in December 1979, I stopped 

to pick up four sprouted seeds of a Cy-
cad which had been graded off the road, 
due to road widening work at the time.  
Planting two of the sprouted seeds, I 
gave the other two to a friend.  My ob-
servations to the present time is the lar-
ger or taller of the Cycad is definitely a 
male plant, while the other smaller plant 
has not revealed to me its sex.  The 
height of the male is 110cm, the height 
of the smaller plant is 81cm.  The 28 
years of elapsed time gives some idea of 
the steady growth of these ancient 
plants.  
 

 In the recently published “Rainforest 
Trees and Shrubs 2006” the Cycad is 
named “Tree Zamia” Cycas megacarpa.  
Apparently this ancient Cycad species was, I’m told, around in the time of the dinosaurs. 
The Tree Zamia appears in group 3 in the above named publication.  While this ancient 
Cycad is listed to be around 3 metres tall in this recent publication, I have a slide of one 
I’d photographed 28 years ago at a height of 7 metres. 
 

Sadly, new owners of this cattle property had land cleared and the Cycad was sacrificed 
and left to lie and rot away along with the Cabbage Tree Palms.  This was a favourite 
creek scrub perching place of the Powerful Owl.  In this same creek scrub, I photo-
graphed the Oriental Cuckoo feeding on the caterpillars that were munching on the foli-
age of Yellow Boxwood Plancholella pohlmaniana. 

Tree Zamia 
By Eric Zillmann 

Tree Zamia Cycas megacarpa 
 

Etymology: From the Greek mega-, large, and karpos, 
fruit, referring to the distinctive large seeds.  
Distribution and habitat: Scattered and localised on 
clay-loam soils over various substrates, usually on sloping 
country in wet eucalypt forests or rainforests. This species 
ranges from near Mount Morgan south to near Goomeri in 
Queensland, occurring in locally more mesic microhabi-
tats, becoming quite sporadic and occurring further inland 
in the south of the range.  

  Source:planetnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au 
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This article was written by Carl Moller, Bunda-
berg WPSQ as a media release in late August. 
Eric is also a member of Bundaberg WPSQ and 
an article on the Isis Tamarind appears in the 
Winter 2006 Wambaliman and his profile in 
Winter 2007 Wambaliman.   
 
RARE TREES FOUND 
One of the rarest trees in Australia has 
been found in a new location near Bunda-
berg. Local naturalist Eric Zillmann revealed 
he has discovered 15 specimens of the Isis 
Tamarind growing on a roadside at Cor-
dalba, between Bundaberg and Childers. 
Previously, the Isis Tamarind (Alectryon 
ramiflorus) was only known to grow in the 
wild in four locations. 
 

An excited Mr Zillmann said “With less than 
100 left, this tree is incredibly rare, and to 
find so many growing in a new location is 
great news,” The discovery was an acci-
dent. “My friend and I were driving slowly 
along the road, and I was looking out at 
the scrub and just happened to spot the 
distinctive leaf structure of the tree.  We 
weren’t looking for anything special, it was 
just a lucky find. We looked around and 
found at least 15 young trees in the area, 
with the tallest one being 3 metres high.” 
 

Mr Zillmann has a long association with the 
Isis Tamarind.  In 1977 he found an un-
usual tree in the Cordalba State Forest, but 
as it had no flowers or fruit, it could not be 
identified.  In 1986, a fruiting specimen 
was sent to the Queensland Herbarium and 
the tree was found to be new to science.  
The site where it was discovered was 
named the Zillmann Scientific Area in his 
honour. 
 

Mr Zillmann said he hoped his recent dis-
covery would prompt more interest in pre-
serving the rare tree. “I’m 84 years old, 
and it’s up to younger people to take an 
interest in it. I’d hate to think it died out 
because no one was interested.” 
 

Mr Zillmann has reported the exact location 
of the trees to the Queensland Herbarium. 

Requiem was written by Diane Christensen 
who is a member of the FCWPSQ. She lives 
across the road from a big development on the old 
radio tower site. at Hervey Bay The poem tells of 
her anguish at the destruction of the bush. 
 

Requiem 
 

Blue and yellow jaws, ripping, tearing 
The earth from primeval slumber, 

Pushing, dragging against my will, 
Voracious mouths feast without relent. 

 
Giant machines with flashing eyes have come 

To bruise and rape my soul, 
I did not ask you to encroach and destroy,  

But you continue to despoil. 
 

My cries of protest are drowned 
By the dull, monotonous thunder of steel 

Scraping and sculpting, moulding into piles, 
I do not recognise who I am. 

 
My fertility is not your concern, 

As you roll and roll and compress 
My body under a mountain, 

Too heavy for my heart to bear.  
 

You will smother me under stones and tar, 
To build shelter for your kind, 

You deny me the right to protect 
Those I defended for so long. 

 
The giants’ roar ceases, their energy spent, 
Their arms protrude against the saffron sky, 

I lay wounded and robbed of will  
Is there no escape from this abyss? 

 
Night falls with a soft, ethereal calm, 

I hear the solitary call of a bird perplexed, 
She does not know her cryptic bough 

Soon will be a pile of slashed and splintered 
sticks. 

 
When I have been configured into countless 

plots, 
And manicured to an architectural clone,  
Close your eyes and remember my Elysian 

days, 
Of pastoral space, trees and orchestral song. 
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It’s unmistakably Roger! That big bushy 
silver beard and mane of the same 
tones and texture pulled back neatly.  
Not quite hidden is the gentle face with 
sparkling eyes expressing the passion 
he harbours for our natural environ-
ment.  
 

There is something very “bushy” (no 
pun intended) and down-to-earth about 
Roger. It is no surprise to learn that he 
lives amongst the bush on a beautiful 
16 hectare property at Talegalla that he 
bought in 1992 with his wife Deirdre 
and where he built his solar powered 
three storey pole house for his family. 
(The family now expanded, the two chil-
dren giving him and Deirdre three grand-
children.)  
 

For all Roger’s apparent knowledge about 
our environment and his ability to walk 
and talk comfortably with any academic or 
politician on environmental matters it is a 
surprise to learn that he has only become 
so acquainted in the last decade or so.   
 

Roger was born in Penrith (NSW) in the 
mid 50s. He soon moved to the outskirts 
of Melbourne where he grew up. He en-
joyed the then rural aspect of the Tulla-
marine area but not so the schooling and 
left at 15½ years of age to take an ap-
prenticeship as a musician with the Army.  
Following his training and then two years 
playing clarinet and saxophone with the 
Military Band in Melbourne he moved to 
Hervey Bay following his parents who had 
by then shifted to sunnier places.  
 

His music talents and training have not 
gone to waste. He was an inaugural mem-
ber of Y’gubi involved mostly with sound 

production, and for many years on the Bauple 
Recreation Reserve committee he helped pro-
vide opportunities for local musos and artists 
to learn and perform.  
 

When his children were young the family 
lived in Hervey Bay.  Roger’s various occupa-
tions led him to be a bit of a “jack of all 
trades” in those days. He worked as a fur-
nace man at Walkers in Maryborough, a jani-
tor at Hervey Bay High School, a crane driver 
for Queensland Rail and many different la-
bouring jobs in the building industry before 
moving to Talegalla to build his own home . 
 

With his home built and his family growing up 
Roger had more time to appreciate his beau-
tiful property and started looking at “Land For 
Wildlife” (LFW). In 1996 he met well known 
local botanist, conservationist and WBBCC 
member Tony van Kampen who was working 
in the field for LFW. From that moment Roger 
said he was “hooked”. His bush block now 
became an area of remnant vegetation; a 
valuable asset to be protected. He was deter-
mined to learn more and spread the conser-
vation message.  
 

Volunteer Profile  
 

 Roger Currie 



Roger gained an adult entry into the 
University of Queensland in 2000 to 
study Bachelor Applied Science – Pro-
tected Area Management Program.  In 
2004, in his last year of study he was 
welcomed by WBBCC as their part time 
Coordinator. After finishing his studies 
he set up a private consultancy busi-
ness, Regional Ecosystems Mapping 
Consultancy which uses Global Imaging 
Systems to map areas of remnant native 
vegetation. Roger stayed on as WBBCC 
Coordinator while running his business.  
His knowledge and contacts blossomed. 
He was appointed  by the Cabinet as the 
conservation delegate for the Wide Bay 
Coast Regional Management Plan Re-
gional Consultation Group .  He became 
a great ambassador for WBBCC with his 
prominence in the local media. He was 
offered a contract with the EPA to help 
produce policies for their Coastal Man-
agement Plan; although this was short 
lived as he remained with WBBCC at the 
same time and there was a perceived 
conflict of interest.  
 

Roger worked as WBBCC Coordinator 
until early this year when he gained em-
ployment as a Conservation Partnerships 
Officer (based at Maryborough City 
Council, but also working for Tiaro and 
Woocoo), advising on LFW and conser-
vation covenants for the region.  
 

Roger loves his work. He is now doing 
the very thing that originally got him 
“hooked” on the environment. He is very 
comfortable with his employers; believ-
ing that his job is a very positive initia-
tive by councils for the benefit of their 
ratepayers. The job not only takes him 
to landholder’s properties but he also 
runs workshops for the public. The next 
one is “Mary River Turtles” on the 25 
November. Come along to find out about 
our threatened turtle species in the Mary 
River  - and meet Roger.  
 

Article written by Jenny Watts 
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The Future of Coastal Management for QLD 
By Cr Mike Berwick 

Douglas Shire Council 
The scenic and environmental values of 
coastal Queensland are under threat from un-
planned, over development which is often in-
sensitive and compromises the natural envi-
ronment.  This unbridled and unsustainable 
growth is not driven by the needs of either 
visitors or residents but by developers and 
government policy. For example the Austra-
lian community, local, state and federal gov-
ernment are being sucked in by the noble drive 
for affordable housing, a problem they intend 
to solve by the ongoing release of land for 
residential subdivision in coastal and peri-
urban areas. But like the rest of the world 
coastal growth is invariably driven by amenity 
migration. Much of this development is to pro-
vide non-necessity housing which includes 
that purchase of a second or even third home 
or unit, fuelled even more in Australia by the 
irrational policy of negative gearing which in 
turn is funded by the Australian taxpayer. 
There is an urgent need for national leadership 
in the form of national coastal policy if Aus-
tralia is to sustainably use and manage its 
magnificent coastline. The current discussion 
around the release of land not currently zoned 
for and often unsuited for residential develop-
ment to make housing more affordable, will 
increase the urban footprint and invariably add 
to the degradation of our coastal and rural 
landscapes. In addition, the correlation be-
tween increasing land availability for residen-
tial development and affordable housing has 
not been established. Policy should be built on 
research and quantification of these issues, all 
of which have so far been deftly avoided in 
most, if not all forums, I have attended. 
 

This article was submitted by Carol Bussey who 
attended the “Shifting Sands” Inaugural QLD 
Coastal Conference in Bundaberg recently. Cr Ber-
wick was to talk at the conference but did not attend 
due to amalgamation issues in his area.  
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Date Claimers 

 

Contact FCWPSQ for working bee dates: 
•Prickett Aquatic Park, Maryborough 
•Fay Smith Wetlands, Maryborough 
•Flying Fox Colony, Hervey Bay 
•Arkarra Lagoons, Dundowran 

WBBCC  
MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

 
 

 

I  wish to join / renew my membership 
with Wide Bay Burnett Conservation 
Council.  
 
 

Membership:           $____________ 
 
Donation:                 $____________ 
 
TOTAL                    $____________ 
 
 

 
 
NAME: ………………………………... 

 

 
ADDRESS…………………………….. 
 
……………………………….. ……….. 
 
Phone: . …………………………..……        
 
Email:……………………………….… 
 
SIGNED ………………...………….....       
 
Date .........................………....  
 
Please return to: 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council 
PO Box 694 
MARYBOROUGH Q 4650 

Annual Membership 
Single              $ 15.00 
Family group  $ 20.00 
Associations   $ 30.00 

quarterly newsletter  
“WAMBALIMAN”  

included in membership  
 

URBAN WILDLIFE FORUM 
 March 2nd, 2008 at the Boat Club in Hervey Bay 

Ric Natrass will be the Keynote speaker.  
Alan Franks will give a talk about nest boxes. 

Gecko Wildlife have also been invited. 
contact FCWPSQ 

Biodiversity & Urban Development 
WPSQ Central Branches Get Together 

17 & 18 November 2007 
Hosted by Bundaberg Branch  

Saturday 17 Nov at Yandaran CWA Hall 
Sunday 18 Nov "Bundy Bell" Boat Cruise 
Saturday pm: Visit to Miara 

Family and Friends Invited  
FCWPSQ Christmas Activity  

Sunday, December 2nd 
 

Krystal Klear glass bottom boat $20ad/$15ch 
view the corals, see turtles, snorkel 

 BBQ and dessert lunch 
afternoon talk on feeding stations 

Bookings essential by 26 Nov- Phone Sara on 
41295789 or email bensar@pocketmail.com 

MARY RIVER TURTLES  
WORKSHOP 

Neighbourhood Centre, Maryborough  
Sunday, 25 November 9.30am. start 

 

Scientists Gabrielle and Craig Latta of the Australian 
Freshwater Turtle Conservation Research Associa-
tion will introduce the six species of freshwater turtle 
living in the Mary River region.  
 

Sponsored by The Mary Local Government Cluster 
Group and Burnett Mary Regional Group. 
 

Contact Conservations Partnership Officer Roger Currie on 
4190 5806 or email roger.currie@maryborough.qld.gov.au 
(also at Hervey Bay 2:30pm ring Melanie Mott 0407647230)  


