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If you’re serious about 
the environment ……… 
 
Once again the Environment port-
folio has been relegated to the 
bottom of the State Cabinet peck-
ing order.  This gives a clear indi-
cation that decision making at all 
levels of government will continue 
to be based on perceived eco-
nomic returns (for the few) in the 
short term, conveniently wrapped 
up as being of “benefit to the 
community”, and continuation of 
approval for ‘mitigation’ of known 
adverse environmental impacts 
even when scientific evidence 
shows that such methods have lit-
tle hope of achieving the desired 
outcome. 
 

There is a myriad of overlapping 
legislation within government de-
partments which in theory should 
act to protect biodiversity, and en-
sure protection and enhancement 
of those natural resources upon 
which the whole of humanity is 
dependent.  
 

Why doesn’t it work?  In my opin-
ion because all legislation contains 
‘waffle words’ put there by face-
less men which leaves it open to 

interpretation, and also provides the 
opportunity to allow ‘mitigation pro-
cedures’ and ‘recovery programmes’ 
to circumvent the original intent of 
environmental legislation. 
 

Liaising with state, federal and local 
governments, and promoting the 
need to protect Australia’s natural 
resources is not an easy task at any 
time.  For WBBCC it is a huge ask of  
our very poorly paid Coordinator, 
and of our non-paid  Executive 
members. Single issues such as 
Traveston Dam require liaison and 
consultation between conservation 
and community groups, and a 
multi-pronged approach to govern-
ment ministers and departments. 
 

Ministers who WBBCC representa-
tives are  most likely to have direct 
dealings with at State level  are  
Deputy Premier, Anna Bligh as Min-
ister for Infrastructure, the Hon. 
Lindel Nelson-Carr, Minister for En-
vironment and Multiculturism, Hon. 
Craig Wallace, Minister for Natural 
Resources and Water,  Hon. Tim 
Mulherin, Minister for Primary In-
dustries and Fisheries, and  Hon. 
Andrew Fraser, Minister for Local 
Government, Planning and Sport.   
Other Ministries which are likely to 
have a direct impact on environ-

  WBBCC 

By Pam Soper 
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mental outcomes, which may not be 
immediately apparent when develop-
ment proposals are first announced, 
include Premier Peter Beattie who is 
also Minister for Trade and Hon. 
John Mickel as Minister for State De-
velopment. 
 

Following the recent Queensland 
state election and return of the 
Beattie Government we are once 
again faced with a reshuffle of Cabi-
net Ministers.  With each Ministerial  
reshuffle comes the need to make 
contact with the new ministers,  re-
stating  the case for the environ-
ment,  and  most important making 
them aware of  our very significant  
credentials  as conservationists. 
 

Now, more than ever, it is necessary 
for WBBCC to be able to respond to 
proposed legislation changes, to re-
spond to development applications, 
and to government infrastructure 
proposals. WBBCC needs increased 
demonstrated positive support from 
its members and friends.   
 

How about it? Comments welcomed.

In Brief 
 

Major environmental issues con-
fronting the Wide Bay Burnett 
region include Traveston Dam on 
the Mary River, Bundaberg 
Sugar Miara Properties develop-
ment proposal north of the Kolan 
River and Walker Corporation’s   
Coonarr development proposal 
south of the Elliot River.  
   

The latter two are essentially 
green field satellite towns de-
pendent on Bundaberg for health, 
welfare and social facilities, with 
coastal resort style living and 
marinas being heavily promoted. 
 

Please support Wide Bay Burnett 
Conservation Council by encour-
aging your friends and relatives 
to become a member or make a 
donation, so that the Conserva-
tion Council can continue to 
make a difference. 
 

Pam Soper 
 

Please Support Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council 
              

How? By making a donation 
                  If you are not already a member – join today 

Be part of the action - support WBBCC campaigns 
                  To protect our rivers, wetlands, foreshores, forests and 

remnant vegetation 
Contact: Ph/Fax: 07 4123 3361  or Email:wbbcc@bigpond.com  

Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council, PO  Box 694, Maryborough,  4650  
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By Roger Currie 

The  Draft Wide Bay Regional 
Coastal Management Plan is 
now being filtered by the Re-
gional Consultative Group  
members  for final additions 
and or omissions before it is 
presented to the Environmental 
Protection Agency  (EPA)
management board and the  
Coastal Advisory Committee for 
review.  
 

We have attempted to ensure that the 
principles of the State Coastal Manage-
ment Plan have been included within 
our regional plan. I believe that what 
we will have in the final draft is a statu-
tory document which will be able to 
give clear guidance to Wide Bay coastal 
local government areas  as to ‘where’ 
and ‘what types’ of development will be 
regulated by this framework. 
 

However, I am not implying that this is 
a miracle cure for the core issue of 
ecologically sustainable development in 
the coastal zone. It will have the po-
tential to ensure that development 
which occurs within the jurisdiction of 
the coastal management district will be 
dealt with by concurrent Agency ap-
proval. It is hoped that the plan will be 
in place by this time next year so that 
we can begin to manage the enormous 
development pressures which the Wide 
Bay coast is facing. 
 

We have received copies of reports we 
have been seeking under  Freedom of 

information  requests. These reports 
clearly indicate that there is a serious 
question mark over Burnett Wa-
ter  demonstrating their environ-
mental duty and agreed responsi-
bility under the Ned Churchward Weir 
Management Operation Plan, to en-
sure that lungfish and turtle breeding 
habitat was allowed to establish within 
the weir.  
 

The requirement for stabilising 
water levels to provide spawn-
ing areas for Vallsineria sp. 
and Elseya sp. (turtles) has 
not occurred (refer EPA Monitor-
ing Report).   
 
This is critical information to be 
used in the Environment Protec-
tion Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (EPBC) submission for Trav-
eston. We need to show Senator 
Campbell that this is what results from 
allowing a state government to pro-
duce a mitigation plan for threatened 
species,  and then naively assuming 
that they (the developers) or their 
agencies will actually implement the 
strategies for protection. 
 

It seems to me that this  sort of thing 
happens because the Qld government 
does not ensure that ‘corporatised en-
tities’, such as Burnett Water, Sun Wa-
ter and the ‘new’ Queensland Water 
Infrastructure Pty Ltd (Traveston), are 
held accountable for their environ-
mental duty of care.  
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“MONEY, MONEY, MONEY - IT’S A RICH MAN’S WORLD” 
  With huge development pressures on our river systems and pre-
cious coastal remnant vegetation areas, our need for increased 

funding is urgent. 
 

Commonwealth and State environmental legislation on its own is not suf-
ficient to offer protection for native habitats and species when faced with 
big business demands for more dams, more coastal resorts, more mari-
nas, more urban developments and so on.  
   

More than ever there is a need for organised Non Government Conser-
vation Groups (NGOs) to be upfront in their opposition to this ongoing 
onslaught, to be upfront in demanding that environmental legislation is 
enforced and not circumvented. If we are to be serious about creating 
greater public awareness, and making all levels of government more ac-
countable in their decision making then as an environmental organisation 
we need to be better resourced.  We cannot continue to exist on the 
(proverbial) smell of an oily rag.    
 

We are truly grateful for the $15,000 annual grant which we receive from 
the Queensland Environmental Protection Agency, but continue to de-
spair at a system which repeatedly fails to deliver even this small grant 
on time. 
 

Please show your support for what WBBCC has achieved, and what 
it continues to work for.  If you are able - donations small or large 
would be most appreciated from members and would be members, 
or just those people with an interest in protecting the natural envi-
ronment. 
                                                     Pam Soper, President, WBBCC 

WBBCC  is   partnering the Department 
Primary Industries and Fisheries  and 
other groups  in the   “Aquatic Species 
Bio-pass Strategy”.   This  is a pro-
gramme under the Burnett Mary Re-
gional Group’s  Biodiversity Management 
Plan which  involves looking at waterway 
barriers for species passage within the 
Burnett –Mary River catchments and at-
tempting to prioritise the best cases.  A 
pilot programme will then look at possi-
bly three sites for scientific assessment 

and potential restructuring and or re-
moval (possibly) of blockages. 
 

I have requested  that the biodiver-
sity  consultants working on Miara  
proposal send us any new data on 
their mapping assessments, so that 
we can verify its validity. It appears 
that Bundaberg Sugar is intent on 
seeking development above environ-
mental protection. 
 

Roger Currie, November 2006 
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•Dilmah donated a water quality test-
ing kit to be used by Community Volun-
teers. 

•Hervey Bay was the runner up to 
Townsville in the Queensland Arbor 
Day Awards.  

•There are currently 8 groups working 
under the Community Environment 
Program.  

•A grants workshop was held on  
September 23. 

•A Foreshore Working Bee at Urangan  
was held on  October 8.  

•Hervey Bay City Council is in the proc-
ess of removing mature Paperbark 
trees at its Burrum Heads Caravan Park 
in order to stop Lorikeets roosting in 
the trees at night. 

•Seagrass and Dugong Monitor-
ing: Results are disappointing in  that 
Urangan, previously a site of lush sea-
grass, has registered zero. There ap-
pears to be a lot of sand covering the 
mud. 

•Friends of the Burrum: This group 
is continuing with water monitoring ac-
tivities and hope to engage the assis-
tance of Andrew Rickert to help  pro-
gress this project. At their recent AGM, 
Tim Thornton was elected president. 

 

Conservation Partnerships  
 
Burnett Mary River Group are 
partnering  Mary River Councils in the 
development of Conservation 
Partnerships.  This exciting project  
has been endorsed by the Mary Local 
Government Cluster , a panel 
representing councils located within or 
adjacent to the Mary River. 
 

Three Officers will be located with 
Cooloola Shire Council, Maryborough 
Environmental Protection Agency and 
Hervey Bay City Council.  This activity 
is a private land conservation initiative 
aimed to provide an active and 
consistent approach across the 
area.  The program will reinvigorate 
Land for Wildlife, facilitate the 
establishment of Nature Refuges as 
well as deliver on ground incentives 
and advice to landholders.  The aim is 
to increase participation  of and 
availability of assistance to landholders 
interested in conservation in the Mary 
River catchment.   
 

It is expected that there will be an 
increase in the area and condition of 
significant vegetation and an alignment 
and upgrade on incentive programs for 
participating councils.  It is also hoped 
that the program can be rolled out to 
councils without current programs;  
such as Maryborough, Woocoo and 
Tiaro.  Outcomes include  nine Property 
Management Plan workshops, 25 
Property Management Plans, 45,000ha 
covered by conservation agreements 
and 25 parcels of land protecting “of 
concern “ and endangered ecosystems 
and species.  On-ground works will in-
clude weed control, fencing and 
revegetation where appropriate.. 

These notes were submitted  
by  Fraser Coast Branch, WPSQ 

HERVEY BAY  
HAPPENINGS 
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By Carol Bussey, Secretary 

 •At the AGM held on September 23, 2006, the following officers were 
elected: President: John Eggleston, Vice-president: Joan Coutts, Secre-
tary: Carolyn Bussey, Treasurer: Graham Berry, Minute secretary: Lily 
Hand, Property officer: Britt Einerman.  
 

At the AGM, Tim Thornton gave a vote of thanks to former 
president Joan Coutts, for her many years of hard work for 

conservation in Hervey Bay.  
 

•The big thrill for the branch was receiving a grant for $29,000 for reha-
bilitation and improvement of Arkarra Lagoons and Wetlands. 

•We have held three frog training workshops and recruited 34 
adult and 4 child volunteers. We are only waiting on offi-
cial permission from the DPI and EPA to commence 
our surveys. Andrew Rickert has been appointed as 
the coordinator.  

•We did a session on Glossy Black- Cockatoos at 
Torbanlea State School to commemorate Threatened Species Day. We 
planted 15 trees. Meanwhile Main Roads destroyed many more huge 
trees just opposite the school!! 

•We are experimenting with  evening meetings to allow working people 
to attend. Michael Walker, Catchment Managment Officer of Wide Bay 
Water was our first guest speaker in the evening format,  November 13. 

•Central Branches Get-together: John Eggleston, Tony and Carol 
Bussey (WPSQ, Fraser Coast) and Ann Jarman (WPSQ, Bundaberg) had 
an enjoyable weekend at the home of Lorelle Campbell, President of the 
Capricorn Branch, WPSQ. They heard about Northern Quolls and Yellow 
Chats and discussed “making conservation fun”. 

I n j u r e d  W i l d l i f e — C a l l  1 3 0 0 A N I M A L  
S e e  b a c k  p a g e  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
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Report  By Carol Bussey 

Are gliders endangered? The numbers must be decreasing 
because of loss of habitat but who knows how many are left? 

No one is counting them! 

The Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland 
has engaged Ben Holmes, a tall laidback young 
man with a ring in his lower lip, to increase public 
awareness of our gliders and to teach people how 
to do surveys of these animals. The Gambling 
Community Benefit Fund is financing the glider 
education program. 

On September 16, eleven people from the Gold 
Coast to Bundaberg attended Ben’s glider work-
shop in the new quarters of Gympie Landcare. 

Ben told us about the six species of Australian gliders - all of which are 
found in Queensland. There is the docile slow moving Greater Glider 
which like the koala has to survive on a low energy diet of eucalypt 
leaves to the rapid ricocheting of the tiny Feathertail Glider which lives 
on nectar, seeds, pollen and insects. Anyone wishing to know more 
about these creatures should join Glidernet and get the newsletter. 

After a cuppa, the survey methods were described. The counting 
method is to traverse a distance of 1 km along a line over the period of 
an hour. The searcher should try to maintain a fairly constant rate of 
movement. In order to do surveys, it is necessary to get permission 
from property owners and from the Department of Primary Industries  
Animal Ethics Committee. 

Another method is to sit and watch near an old tree with big hollows at 
dusk and observe the animals as they emerge. 

 
GLIDERS IN THE SPOLIGHT 
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With the assistance of local knowledge, a site where Yellow Bellied Glider 
feeding bite marks were seen was selected for our practical experience. I 
sat some metres from an old tree with Melissa, a Bushland manager for 
Maroochy Shire Council. We tried to sit quietly despite the onslaught of 
hordes of mosquitoes. We were rewarded by the vision of a glider, possi-
bly a Yellow Bellied, taking off from one of the big hollow branches. 
Other observers saw owls and possums. 

After dinner, we meandered up and down the road with our spotlights at 
the ready. We saw a couple of sugar gliders, several possums and were 
thrilled at a greater glider with big fluffy pale ears caught in the beam of 
light. All in all very worthwhile.  

Pictured is Ben Holomes (just left of centre) showing volunteers, Bob, Chris and Kersty 
the correct way to use a spotlight. 

SO GET TRAINED AND GET A SPOTLIGHT 
AND GET CRACKING!  
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Threatened Species Day Activities  
at Torbanlea State School 

By Sara Gerdsen 
 

On the eighth of September at Torbanlea School, 
The weather was sunny, the temperature cool. 

Nine Fraser Coast members arrived there at noon, 
And soon were directed to different classrooms. 

 
Sara and Tim talked to all the Grade Threes 

About four threatened species and why we need trees. 
Spoke of Dugongs, Koalas and Grey-headed Bats, 
And shared lots of facts about rare Glossy Blacks. 

 
Then Dumell and Sol passed out craft stuff and glue, 

And Carol explained what the students should do 
To make a fridge magnet of a rare Glossy Black, 

Perched on a twig with a food cone attached. 
 
 
 

Joan, Tina and Britt worked with 
all the Grade Fives. 

They talked about how to help the 
species survive. 

Then they put on their hats and 
trooped off to the oval, 

To find John with seedlings and a 
long handled shovel. 

 
 

They planted the she-oaks and 
watered them in, 

Piled on the mulch and protected 
from wind. 

So soon, when the rare Glossy 
Black-Cockatoos 

Fly near this school, they are sure 
to find food. 
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The Glossy Black Facts 
There are three species of black cockatoos in SE Queensland: 
• Glossy Black-Cockatoo, Calyptorhynchus lathami 
• Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo, Calyptorhynchus banksii 
• Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo, Calyptorhynchus funereus 
 
The threatened Glossy Black-Cockatoo are often confused with the more 
commonly seen Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo and Yellow-tailed Black-
Cockatoo. The Glossy Black-Cockatoo is smaller than the others, not as 
vocal, brown-black in colour and lack a prominent crest.  
 
Being quieter and less showy in colouration the Glossy Black-Cockatoo 
will often go unnoticed as it sits feeding on she-oak cones. She-oak cone 
“chewings” falling to the ground will be the give away! 

Above; Tim Thorton demonstrates how Glossy Blacks  chew on the Casuarina cone to 
eat the seeds. Below left; Grade five  students with a newly planted Casuarina seedling.  
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The wave of “global warming” 
hysteria has grown into an 
out-of-control tsunami. 
 

Every day there is someone 
jumping on the bandwagon. 
David Suzuki postulating that if 
John Howard doesn’t sign the 
Kyoto Protocol there will be 
more devastating bushfires in 
Australia (obviously ignoring the 
fact that 95% of bushfires in 
Australia are caused by people). 
Channel 7’s Sunrise program 
presenters are glowing with 
pride because they are “cooling 
the globe” (by getting people to 
sign a petition). Etc. But the silli-
est contributions so far to this 
hysteria are; one from the Fed-
eral Tourism Minister, Fran Bai-
ley, who proposes using shade 
cloth over the Great Barrier Reef 
to protect it from the harmful ef-
fects of global warming, and the 
other from the fishing industry 
representatives who suggest us-
ing sprinklers instead of the 
shade cloth! 
 

It reflects badly on our education 
system when people can gradu-
ate from the system without any 
knowledge of the geological and 
geographical history of our planet, 
nor even recent human history. 
 

The Earth has undergone dra-
matic climate swings, fluctua-
tions in sea levels (hundreds of 
meters), higher carbon dioxide 
concentrations and temperature 
changes. Greenland Ice cores 
show that these changes can oc-
cur within a time scale of a few 
years. The Holocene Period (last 
10,000 years) has seen numer-
ous fluctuations in climate. Re-
cords from Europe show that 
prior to 1400 AD (only 600 years 
ago) sea levels were higher and 
the temperature of the world was 
1 to 2 degrees higher than now. 
Ports on the English Channel in 
Roman times are now inland, 
and the ports across the Channel 
in France where Richard I and 
English troops disembarked on 
the way to the Crusade, is also 
now inland. Greenland was set-
tled by the Vikings when the cli-
mate was warm but when an Ice 
Age started, around 1400 AD 
and continued until the mid nine-
teenth century, the settlement 
was abandoned because the Vi-
kings were unable to adapt their 
mode of life to the changing cli-
mate. 
 

The proponents of human 
caused “global warming” never 
explain how these dramatic fluc-

Members have their say…    Climate Change Hysteria 
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tuations in sea levels, tempera-
tures, etc occurred before the in-
dustrial era. The egocentricity of 
humans knows no bounds, when 
we believe that we have any influ-
ence on the might of the natural 
forces shaping our planet.  
 

Playing politics, signing Protocols, 
or “trading” carbon may keep 
some in jobs or in power but does 
not help us deal with the ever-
changing physical world. Instead, 
we must learn from the past. The 
Vikings didn’t survive the change 
in climate in Greenland because 
they refused to adapt to the 
changing conditions. On the other 
hand, the native people of 
Greenland, the Inuit, did survive 
because they adapted their life-
style to the new environmental 
conditions.  
 

We need to accept that the climate 
is changing (again) and direct our 
energies to finding ways to adapt 
and cope with the changes. 
 

As for the Great Barrier Reef; as 
the Reef was growing long before 
1400 AD, it would be sensible to 
study core samples from the Reef 
to see how it coped with all the 
previous “global warmings” and 
whether there is any need for hu-
man intervention to “protect it”. 
 

Merike and David Johnson  
Hervey Bay, Q 

It is some 18 years since the last 
comprehensive book about native 
orchids by David Jones was pub-
lished, and after 20 years of inten-
sive study, this new edition is a 
timely update. It covers over 1300 
species and hybrids with detailed 
descriptions, line drawings and 
photographs. Introductory sec-
tions outline plant and flower 
structure (morphology), growth 
habit and pollination (biology), 
name changes (taxonomy), hy-
bridization and cultivation. 
 

This large, bulky book is not de-
signed as a field guide, but as a 
superior reference  for the home 
or office. As all orchid plants and 
flowers are totally protected in all 
situations in the wild, it is illegal to 
take (collect) them without proper 
authorization. Therefore to use 
this book to identify bush orchids, 
bush walkers, field workers and 
orchid enthusiasts will need to 
take detailed notes and photo-
graphs in the field and compare 
these with the photos and de-
scriptions in the book. Species  

BOOK REVIEW 
BY 

ALAN E. LOGAN 
 
A Complete Guide to Native Orchids 
of Australia; Including the Island 

Territories 
By  

David L. Jones, B.Ag.Sc.,Dip.Hort. 

Continued page 19 
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The greatest threat to Austra-
lia’s native bush and our natural 
environment, is the large num-
ber of exotic plants that have 
been either accidentally, or de-
liberately introduced to Austra-
lia, most as garden plants, 
which have become environ-
mental weeds infesting the 
country side to a greater or 
lesser degree.   
 

A great many of these plants pro-
duce fruits that birds like to feed 
on.  It is birds feeding on the fruit 
of these plants that is the root 
cause of them becoming environ-
mental weeds, as the birds spread 
their seed far and wide.   
 

When these weed species take 
hold and over-run the native plant 
species, they destroy the biodiver-
sity of our indigenous bush and 
drastically alter our natural wild en-
vironment. 
 

Nature has evolved a unique and 
very special collection of plant and 
animal-life in Australia, which 
should be preserved, if for no 
other reason than for its unique-
ness.  This native flora and the 
natural environment it is an essen-
tial part of, is very sensitive to the 
intrusion by a large number of ex-
otic plant species, which quickly 

over-run the indigenous plants and 
drastically alter, or destroy the whole 
natural environment. 
 

One of the major problems we have 
in trying to preserve our remaining 
natural ecosystems is the opposition 
we get from people who should be 
actively supporting the conservation 
of our entire natural environment.  
These are a few, but prominent, 
over-enthusiastic bird watchers who 
look at the well-being of birds in iso-
lation and don’t see their well-being 
as part of the health of the whole 
natural environment.  They see birds 
eagerly feeding on introduced weed 
species and object strongly to the re-
moval of these environmental weeds 
for that reason.  Of course the birds 
are feeding on them, they are good 
tucker, but that is why they became 
environmental weeds in the first 
place.  If these weed species are al-
lowed to continue to proliferate un-
checked, they will stop the regenera-
tion of the majority of the indigenous 
plants and destroy the diversity of our 
native flora.  This in turn alters and 
greatly reduces the biodiversity of the 
native animal-life that depends on 
this unique flora. 
 

What these people don’t stop to con-
sider is that plants are the most im-
portant part of our natural environ-
ment, they form the living basis and 

BIRDS AND ENVIRONMENTAL WEEDS 

Members have their say…     
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habitat for all animal-life in that en-
vironment.  Without plants there will 
be no animal-life and that includes 
human beings.  Birds are an impor-
tant part of the natural environment, 
but they are only a part. 
 

A very good illustration of what the 
invasion of environmental weeds 
can bring about, can be seen in the 
destruction of an area of natural 
bush that is part of Hervey Bay’s 
Botanic Gardens.  This once lovely 
area of natural bush that abounded 
with a wide range of indigenous 
animal-life, is now nothing but a 
cesspit of weeds, with the only sur-
viving native plant species being 
the older established trees and very 

few of these are regenerating.  
There is very little of the indige-
nous animal-life remaining there.  
Not so many years ago, this was 
the favourite area for the bird 
watchers of Hervey Bay.  Now they 
don’t go to the Botanic Gardens for 
there is no longer an interesting di-
versity of bird species there.  This 
same story is being repeated in 
other areas of Hervey Bay, as it is 
in both large and small areas all 
over the country. 
 

John Eggleston, Dundowran Q 

John Eggleston is the current  President, 
Fraser Coast  Branch, WPSQ 

Left: A thicket of  the Climbing Asparagus Fern  which potentially smothers canopies.  Its seeds 
are eaten and dispersed by birds.  Right: Also spread by birds is the  Cocos (Queen) Palm which 
occupies the niche of  native palms and which cause problems for our bats. Photos: Jenny Watts 
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How many times down the years have I been asked, what is the biggest 
venomous snake I had caught or seen? Well here goes – not including 
the pythons.  
 

Back in the 1950s there was an urgent need for the collecting of live 
Eastern Brown snakes to supply venom for the producing of antivenom 
against the bite of the Brown Snake. The small amount of venom se-
creted by a single snake yielding 4mg, (from the southern form of the 
Brown Snake) against up to 67mg by the larger Queensland Browns, 
meant it was necessary to acquire a bank of live Brown Snakes to supply 
venom in quantities for crystallizing (storage) etc. The producing of spe-
cific Brown Snake antivenom was extremely necessary indeed. Tiger 
Snake antivenom had little effect against the bite of a Brown Snake.  
 

The number of Brown Snakes 5-7foot; I could count on my fingers. One 
7ft 9inch specimen was a Taipan caught at South Johnston, North 
Queensland and sent to Fleay’s Fauna Reserve in 1964. A 7ft Brown was 
caught at Scrubby Creek in the Atherton district and was given to Mr. 
Charles Tanner at Cooktown in 1970. The others all ended up at Eric 
Worrell’s Reptile Park during the 1950s. According to Eric Worrell the 

Eric’s amazing snake statistics: 
• 7ft 9in Taipan to Fleay’s Fauna Reserve, 1964 
• 7ft Brown Snake to Mr. Charles Tanner, 1970 
• 6ft 9in Brown Snake to Fleay’s Fauna Reserve, 1961 
• 6ft 7½ in Brown Snake to Queensland Museum, circa 1960 
• 6ft 6in Brown Snake to R. Humphrey of Bundaberg 
• 6ft 5in Brown Snake to R. Humphrey of Bundaberg 
• Several specimens 5-6ft sent to Worrell’s Reptile Park, NSW 
 

Snakes by Eric Zillman 

Photo; Eastern  Brown by Steve Wilson 
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Brown Snakes from the Burnett 
River area were the largest of the 
Brown Snakes he had received and 
yielded larger quantities of venom 
per milking – that was up to 67mg in 
1967.Most Brown Snakes I collected 
were from the Burnett River district 
near Wallaville during the1950s. 
 

While it is true I did collect only large 
specimens after the 1960s, this was 
because a few requests were made 
to me. Large specimens over 6ft 
were not easily found. While I did not 
purposely set out after any speci-
mens it’s just that the snakes and I 
met on a collision course. Snakes 
are interesting reptiles and left to 
their right of way nobody need fear. 
In spite of what some people say or 
think, snakes are not slimy. 
 

Now back to the big snake story. A 
couple of the ridiculous snake yarns 
I’ve been told defy belief. To quote a 
man I knew very well. He said “Eric, 
you will have to get that big b*****d 
that lives in the cattle grid. It’s at 
least 6, 7, 8, 9, foot long”. WOW! 
The snake in question was less than 
5ft. How’s that for an accurate 
guesstimate. Oh boy! Another man 
tells me of the 10ft Brown he’d seen 
near Boulia, Queensland . “Bullshit” I 
replied. “Do you realize what a 10ft 
snake would look like on the 
ground?” “Yeah”, he said, at which I 
produced a tape and extended it to 
10ft. “Well, how does that compare 
to your 10ft snake?” “’Nuff said”. 
“There’s only one true measure”,  I 
replied and changed the subject. 
Eric Zillman, 2006 

Book Review  
continued from page 15………. 
 

and genera exhibiting similarities are 
grouped to assist with identification. 
 

Generally, the photographs are sharp, 
clear and in focus. A few are rather 
dark and indistinct which detracts 
slightly from the overall presentation. 
Distribution; regions/ areas/ localities 
are included but these can be used as 
a guide only as plants will be found 
occasionally outside those areas. 
 

This book will be a benchmark for na-
tive orchid literature for years to come. 
However, the large number of name 
changes will be rather disconcerting 
for those readers who have been in-
volved with native orchids for years. 
Not all of these name changes have 
been accepted by other botanists / 
taxonomists, and may be changed 
again in the future. However, both old 
and new names are reliably cross–
referenced in the index. 
 

At around $70 a copy, this book is 
excellent value for any orchid en-
thusiast; whether a grower, field 
worker, botanist or an individual 
interested in Australia’s native 
flora. 
 

In summary: 
Positives; detailed information, 
over 1300 species covered, sharp 
photographs 
Negatives; name changes, a few 
indistinct photographs 
 

Alan E. Logan has been a member 
of the Australasian Native Orchid 
Society for 38 years. 
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WBBCC  
MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

 
 

 
I wish to join / renew my membership 
with Wide Bay Burnett Conservation 
Council.  
 
 

Membership:           $____________ 
 
Donation:                $____________ 
 
TOTAL                   $____________ 
 
 

 
NAME: ………………………………... 
 

 
ADDRESS…………………………….. 
 
……………………………….. ……….. 
 
Phone: . ……………………        
 
Email:……………………… 
 
SIGNED ………………........       
 
Date .........................………....  

Please return to: 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council 

PO Box 694 
MARYBOROUGH Q 4650 

Annual Membership 
Single              $ 15.00 
Family group  $ 20.00 
Associations    $ 30.00 

quarterly newsletter  
“WAMBALIMAN”  

included in membership  

DATE CLAIMERS 

 
Date Claimer 

WBBCC General Meeting 
December 3, 2006 1.00pm 

Neighbourhood Centre, 

The shy and quiet threatened Glossy 
Black-Cockatoo . See page 12 for 
some facts. Photo; EPA 

Coming  across a severely injured animal or 
hitting one yourself  on the road can be a 
very upsetting experience. The RSPCA and 
Main Roads have created a statewide phone 
number for Queenslanders to call when they 
hit or encounter an injured animal. 
By calling 1300ANIMAL you are con-
nected to an RSPCA call centre, who will 
then put you through  to an appropriate wild-
life carer in the area. 
From “eco motoring” by Jon Dee, Road Ahead,
Oct/Nov 2006 


