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8 The Shen Neng 1 
 Incident 

14 
We Can  

Make a Difference 

At the WBBCC AGM 14 
March, Pam Soper, 
OAM, was voted a  
WBBCC Life Member. 
She is only one of 3 life 
members in the Council. 
Congratulations Pam, 
you know how much 
your work for WBBCC is 
appreciated.  
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“The grounding and subsequent decision to 
move the vessel Shen Neng 1 to the Great 
Sandy Marine Park (GSMP), has raised the 
dangerous spectre of the Bligh government 
as it considers the GSMP as the ideal ‘place 
of refuge’ for any future incidents. The loca-
tion was chosen because it is the only deep 
sheltered port along the coast of Queen-
sland capable of dealing with vessels of this 
scale. The decision was made under section 
10 & 11 of the Protection of the Sea 
(Powers of Intervention) Act 1981 
(Federal). I wrote to Minister Garrett ex-
pressing our strong opposition to the use of 
the GSMP. His response was predictable 
which is interesting due to the fact that the 
Queensland Conservation sector wrote to 
him late last year asking for a strategic as-
sessment under section 146 of the EPBC 
1999 of the potential for impacts to Matters 
of National Environmental Significance 
(MNES) from coal and gas expansion and 
export. Minister Stirling Hinchliffe wrote to 
Minister Garrett in September last year to 
inform him that the Bligh government 
would not participate in such an assess-
ment. As a result we have created a peti-
tion to the Qld parliament supported by the 
Member for Hervey Bay Ted Sorrenson, 
asking for the House to, “make a decision 
to participate in the said assessment, to 
ensure that the unfortunate incident is not 
repeated and that the risks from coal and 
gas export to the regional economic, ecologi-
cal and social values derived from the MNES, 
are identified and mitigated accordingly.”  
 

As I write we have received a posting on 
our website from a resident from Pt 
Vernon, (name supplied), who was fishing 
near the Shen Neng 1 on Saturday and 
observed a whale.  I also sighted a Minke 
whale just south of the vessel on Friday at 
3.30pm whilst I was in the Maritime Safety 

Queensland (MSQ) helicopter with Jason 
Brigden, owner of the whale watching boat 
Whalesong.  Jason confirmed the sighting 
to Patrick Quirk (MSQ manager) who was 
also on the flight. Minke Whales are a listed 
migratory species for MNES. 
 

Greenpeace workers, Trish Harrup, Team 
Leader Climate and Energy, campaigner 
Keiller McDuff, Media Adviser, Matt Kirk-
wood and campaigner Abram Powell AV 
Coordinator, have been in Hervey Bay as-
sisting us with the focus of the issue. 
Greenpeace has a very strong lobbying ca-
pability in Canberra and the rapid responses 
from both Federal and State Ministers to 
our inquiries may have somethimg to do 
with Greenpeace making a documentary 
which covers the Shen Neng 1, the exten-
sion of the Fraser Island World heritage 
Area and the threat of mining projects 
(including Colton) to the Great Sandy Ram-
sar. Many thanks to Greenpeace for this 
timely assistance!  This will be an essential 
piece of media for applying pressure to the 
Bligh government’s stubborn resistance to 
protect the biodiversity of Queensland from 
their policy of “mining at all costs”.  
 

I have informed Minister Garrett that the 
decision to place the Shen Nneg 1 in the 
GSMP makes a mockery of his attempt to 
create Federal Protected Marine areas, in-
cluding ‘no take’ zones, to compliment the 
GSMP. What is the point of trying to protect 
marine values from fishing impacts when 
the Bligh government can make decisions 
which allow a Federal Act to override the 
Qld Marine Park legislation resulting in the 
GSMP being seen as a haven for crippled 
coal ships? At the same time the Bligh gov-
ernment is hoping that we are not success-
ful at using the EPBC Act 1999 to over ride 
the Qld Water Act 1990 for lungfish protec-
tion!  

WBBCC President’s Comment 
By Roger Currie 
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FC WPSQ PRESIDENT’S COMMENT 
BY Audrey Sorensen 

We will be remembered for the echoes our voices 
make, but first we have to raise our voices.  
We need to be the solution to our problems and not 
part of the problem; we need to rise above public 
apathy if we want to make a real difference.  
 

During the past two weeks I have attended two public 
meetings where we had a chance to have a say and the 
people who should have attended weren't there.  
 

To those who didn't attend the workshops on Reef Resil-
ience, you missed out on a chance to learn and to talk with 
some wonderful people.  
 

Where were the locals when a chance was provided to talk 
about the presence of a Chinese coal-carrier in our Bay -
the media were there with a sprinkling of reps from vari-
ous conservation groups but the locals were conspicuous 
by their absence.  
 

Too often we are reactive to government decisions and not 
proactive.  We need to take advantage of opportunities to 
influence policy makers at a grass-roots level. The more 
you learn, the more you realize how much there is to learn. 
Too many decisions are made as a knee-jerk reaction with 
only the short-term monetary benefit valued the dollar is 
the bottom line. Sustainability is disregarded.  
 

Only when the extraction industries have run out of coal 
and minerals to export will we regret the destruction of our 
soils, our waterways, our groundwater systems, our forests 
and our bio-diversity.  
 

By then it will be too late, too costly and probably impos-
sible to fix the problems.  
 

It is disappointing for all concerned when public fo-
rums are organized and nobody cares enough to 
turn up, and at the end of the day there has been 
very little contribution from locals who may possess 
the knowledge and experience to make a real differ-
ence.  

 

WPSQ SHIRTS 
T-shirt (above) 

Women: blue / white 
Men: grey / beige 

Collared Shirt (below) 
Women: green  

Men: beige 
Order from  

WPSQ 32210194  
or contact FC Branch 
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Colton Coal Mine  
The proposed Colton Coal Mine has really 
been the central focus in the WBBCC of-
fice over the last 3 months. President 
WBBCC Roger Currie and I met with the 
Operations Manager of Northern Energy 
Corporation (NEC) Mark Turner, on the 
30th April.  We discussed our environ-
mental concerns with him and he explained 
exactly what types of resources are there.  
 

ESTIMATED RESOURCES:  
~200 mega tonnes (Mt), made up of  
 Indicated (meaning it has been con-
firmed): 9.5 Mt, Inferred Resource 
(drilling suggests): 73.5 Mt and Explora-
tion Target: 105-137 Mt.  
 

The application for the mining lease is for 
the 9.2 Mt, extracted at 500,000 tonnes per 
annum over 10 Years, although NEC plans 
to make an application of an additional 
mine of the same size after approval is 
granted, if that occurs. 
 

NEC admitted that the approval of the min-
ing lease is by no means a ‘done deal’ as 
the company is having difficulty dealing 
with the environmental issues of water and 
biodiversity. NEC is required to submit the 
Environmental Management Plan to 
DERM this month, and when it is received, 
the information will be made public and the 
public consultation period will begin. 
WBBCC then plans to become a legal ob-
jector to the application. 
 

Paradise Dam Case  
Ruling on the Paradise Dam Case has not 
been made to date. The Environmental De-
fenders Office (EDO) heard in late May 
that Justice Logan is not yet ready to make 
his decision. 

The Solar Savers Initiative 
 

The Solar Initiative is coming along 
well and will be officially launched on 
Saturday 5th June on World Environ-
ment Day. Invitations to the launch 
will make themselves your way soon. 
 

The Shen Neng 1 Incident 
 

On the 29th April, the Australian Maritime  
Safety Authority (AMSA) made a direction 
under the Protection of the Sea (Powers of 
Intervention) Act 1981 for Hervey Bay Wa-
ters to become the ‘place of refuge’ while 
19,000 tonnes of coal is offloaded from the 
damaged ship in order for it to be ‘safely’ 
towed to Asia for repairs.  
 
 

WBBCC has been outraged by the de-
cision and has worked with Green-
Peace campaigners to highlight the 
issue and send a strong message to the 
AMSA that a decision like this WILL 
NOT be made again.  
 

WBBCC will now lobby for an amendment 
to the Act, and petition the QLD Govern-
ment to work with the Federal Department 
of Environment Protection to undertake a 
strategic risk assessment of QLD’s coast-
line, marine parks and conservation zones 
on the potential impacts associated with 
QLD’s plans to double its coal export.  
(also see media releases pages 8&9) 
 

A more comprehensive update of activities 
will be sent to WBBCC members in the 
near future, an increasingly hectic WBBCC 
timetable has resulted in a last minute coor-
dinators report and I do apologise.  
 

Emma-Kate Currie, 20 May 2010 

From the  WBBCC Coordinator’s Desk  
by Emma-Kate Currie 
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Above: From left, Dr. Tim Thorn-
ton—outgoing President and  
newly elected Vice President, Jo 
Bragg from EDO who was the 
guest speaker at the AGM, Tony 
van Kampen—Treasurer, Roger 
Currie—President, Pam Soper— 
WBBCC Life Member and Bund-
aberg project Officer, David Ar-
thur, Vice President and Kerryn 
Ward, Secretary. 

Right: WBBCC members 
from far and wide attended 
the WBBCC AGM on 14 
March  at the Neighbor-
hood Centre in Marybor-
ough. Front row: Angus 
Hutton WBBCC Life 
Member from Gympie,  
Lawrie Wilson from Tuan, 
Reg Lawler from Dagun 
and 6 year old Elijah  from 
Point Vernon. 

WBBCC AGM 
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Community concern grows as  
Shen Neng 1 arrives in Hervey Bay  

Media Release 11th May 
By Keiller MacDuff (Greenpeace) and Emma-Kate Currie (WBBCC)  

  

A public meeting tomorrow night will bring together a broad coalition of conservation-
ists, industry and politicians to discuss serious concerns about the handling of the Shen 
Neng affair. 
 

The Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council has welcomed the support of environmental 
campaign organisation Greenpeace and plans to work closely to send a strong message to 
the State and Federal Governments that the decision to anchor a damaged coal carrier in 
the pristine waters of the Great Sandy Marine Park must never be allowed to happen 
again. 
 

On Wednesday evening a public meeting will be held at 6pm at the Hervey Bay Boat 
Club. Representatives of the whale watching, regional tourism, seafood, recreational and 
commercial fishing  industries, environmental and conservation organisations, local gov-
ernment and State MP’s will be in attendance. 
 

Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Councils Coordinator, Miss Emma-Kate Currie said, 
“We are extending an invitation to all sector representatives and the general public to 
attend this meeting and demonstrate peaceful opposition to the decision of the Federal 
Maritime Safety Authority. The meeting will unite the industries that could be affected 
and discuss the options available to ensure that this type of decision cannot occur again.” 
 

In the aftermath of the Shen Neng 1 running aground on the Great Barrier Reef, the Fitz-
roy Basin Association (FBA), with the endorsement of the Rockhampton Regional Coun-
cil (RRC), wrote to Prime Minister Kevin Rudd, Queensland Premier Anna Bligh and the 
International Maritime Safety Authority calling for a risk management plan to be devel-
oped, as well as a review of monitoring and harsher penalties.   
 

Miss Currie said, “The State and Federal Governments must bear blame for the Shen 
Neng 1 running aground on our beloved Barrier Reef, because of the distinct lack of ade-
quate bulk carrier governance and realistic penalties to prevent such an incident from 
occurring in the first place. As a result of this weakness in legislation, the pristine waters 
of Hervey Bay are now being placed at risk.”  
“The planned expansion of coal exports in Queensland means we must act now to ensure 
that Great Sandy Marine Park will not be used as a dumping ground for future coal ex-
port disasters,” Ms Currie said. 
 

“The massive expansion of coal means a far greater frequency of ships in one of the most 
iconic marine areas in the world. Without transparency and regulation, Hervey Bay could 
end up as a dumping ground for every ailing freighter. For an area as environmentally 
sensitive as this it is madness that big coal and its Government supporters are calling the 
shots”, said Climate Campaigner Trish Harrup.   

DETAILS: The public meeting will be held in the ‘Fraser Room’ at the Hervey Bay Boat 
Club, Buccaneer Drv, Urangan Boat Harbour, on Wednesday 12th May from 6-8pm. 
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LEARNING THE LESSONS 
The Shen Neng 1 Incident 

MEDIA RELEASE, FRIDAY 14TH May 
By Roger Currie and Jason Brigden 

 

At 2.30 pm today, independent observation members of the Fraser Coast regional   
community accompanied Maritime Safety Queensland staff on a helicopter flight inside 
the 2 nautical mile exclusion zone for the Shen Neng 1. We are pleased that MSQ has 
engaged in transparency. Our issue has not been with MSQ; they are doing the best they 
can, our issue is the genuine concern that the Great Sandy Marine Park will be viewed as 
a suitable place for future incidents such as the Shen Neng 1. 
 

The community of the Fraser Coast region is adamant that this episode does not set a 
precedent. We believe that a communication breakthrough was created today as both 
public service and community members discussed the uniqueness of the biodiversity of 
the Great Sandy Marine Park, as we flew over it and explained the critical issue of 
protecting this pristine area.  MSQ staff viewed dugongs, dolphins, turtles, tuna schools, 
sharks, minke whales and the unique perched lakes on the island, the highest in the 
world, all the while with a  running commentary  by Jason Brigden, owner of WhaleSong 
and highly experienced marine biodiversity advocate, and Roger Currie, President of 
WBBCC, on the unique values of Fraser Island and its surrounding marine values. 
 

“ We need to look to the future now, we need to find a way to ensure that this unfortunate 
incident can assist us to guarantee that our regional environment continues to support 
our regional economy, we must have better contingency planning for coal export expan-
sion, to protect Queensland’s unique subtropical marine systems”, said Jason Brigden. 
 

“I urge the Premier and the Prime Minister to accompany us on a similar helicopter 
flight over the highly contested seat of Hinkler, so that they can experience what MSQ 
staff did today and see what needs to be protected from future coal export impacts”, said 
Roger Currie. 

Shen Neng 1 unloading to Clipper Mistral at 3.30 pm Friday 14th May  
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Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ activities  

FLYING FOX 
EXHIBITION 

The most exciting item about the flying fox photographic exhibition at the Hervey Bay 
Gallery was John Parsons! 
Off his own bat (pun intended), John paid to enlarge close up photographs of bats, bat 
food items, beautiful shots of bats flying out and of WPSQ members working at Tooan 
Tooan Creek. 
John is an avid supporter of our flying mammalian friends. He used to help with revege-
tating the Tooan Tooan Creek flying fox site until stricken down by a very severe case of 
scrub itch. Each month he assists Mary Starky and others with the flying fox count at 
Tooan Tooan and the Botanic Gardens. He has recently joined the Flying Fox Advisory 
Group. 
During the exhibit, John also gave visitors free bat food trees supplied by Fraser Coast 
Regional Council. 
John’s exhibit listed the 18 sites that are currently monitored and informed visitors where 
colonies are on the Fraser Coast.  There are another 180 roost sites, some of them tran-
sient colonies. 
The black flying foxes are here all year around. The endangered grey headed flying fox 
comes to the Fraser Coast in the winter.  The very numerous little red flying foxes are 
usually summer visitors but they like to keep people on their toes because it is never 
known when or where they will turn up or how long they are going to stay for.  The little 
reds cause a bit of an odour problem but the joy with them is that they are blossom feed-
ers so don’t damage farmers’ crops. Perhaps that is why they are still around in large 
numbers?  The farmers haven’t shot them!  Human destruction is certainly the cause of 
the decline of the grey headed flying fox. 
John and others manned the exhibition from April 12 to April 30. His enthusiasm de-
lighted the many visitors. John has reported that he did not get one negative response 
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As submitted by Sara Gerdsen 
Educational Events 
School Presentation 
In March, Audrey, Carol and Sara gave a 
frog presentation at Tinana Primary School.  
Mary Starky from DERM had invited them 
to join her for this. After Mary introduced the 
topic with a colourful Powerpoint display on 
unusual frogs, Audrey spoke about the life 
cycle of frogs, Carol presented an activity 
about frog calls and Sara talked about frog 
surveys. The year 3 and 4 students were 
particularly attentive and one girl had 
brought along a frog for identification: it was 
a Striped Marsh Frog. 
Public Display in Gallery/Library Foyer 
John Parsons mounted a most comprehen-
sive display about Flying Fox colonies 
which are being monitored in the Fraser 
Coast region. He had produced maps show-
ing the areas covered by the colonies (at the 
point in time) and had lots of photos ar-
ranged creatively with live plants. Many 
thanks John. (see report opposite page) 
Coral Resilience Workshop  see next page  
Revegetation Projects 
Arkarra Lagoons 
Although this project is now an official Com-
munity Environmental Program (CEP), 
WPSQ members continue to be involved as 
members of Friends of Arkarra. This project 
was originally spearheaded by John 
Eggleston. John is leaving us (moving from 
the area) so we hope all his hard work will 
continue. If you would like to become part of 
this team who meets every 3rd Saturday of 
the month – come along. Contact WPSQ or 
FC Regional Council for more information. 
Cheelii Lagoons 
This project too is now a CEP and some 
enthusiastic FC WPSQ members who are 
also Burrum Heads residents have contin-
ued their involvement – weeding, planting 
and toad busting. The exotic Talapia fish are 
present in the waterways and the situation is 
being investigated by the DPI. 
Faye Smith Wetlands 
FC WPSQ Maryborough members, Ruby 

and Coryn have given much time to this pro-
ject but like all such projects continued effort 
is needed - so feel free to join the team if 
only for a few hours.  
(see World Environment Day activity page 20) 
Standing Up For the Environment 
Clean Up Australia Day 
Four members and a friend braved wet con-
ditions to participate in this (WPSQ regis-
tered) event at Aquatic Park and Pioneer 
Park Maryborough.  
Our Branch as well as individual members 
have written submissions regarding: 
 Rezoning of rural land at Burrum Heads. 
This area includes “of concern” vegetation 
types. 
 Dundowran—Eli Creek/ Doolong Flats. 
 Retaining native vegetation (including wet-
land / banksia) between Hervey Bay / Bur-
rum on a site of a  proposed Wellbeing 
Centre development. 
 Proposed extension to Fraser Island 
World Heritage Area. This proposal is to 
include tracts of Cooloola National Park in 
the Fraser Island World Heritage Area. 
Brisbane Head Office personnel who at-
tended our Branch’s April meeting sought 
opinions from Branch members to include 
in their submission and encouraged mem-
bers to write their own submissions.  

Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ activities  
Coryn and Ruby with their certifi-
cates for Clean Up Australia Day 
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Twenty four scientists, engineers, mathematicians and students of coral reefs came to-
gether for a two day workshop at Urangan to discuss the best way to keep our coral reefs 
strong and healthy. 
The workshop was funded by a Federal Caring for our Country grant received by the 
Fraser Coast Branch of the Wildlife Preservation Society. 
The program commenced with a traditional Butchulla welcome from Christine Doherty 
playing the clapsticks and Joe Gala singing and dancing. 
Keynote speaker, Prof. Terry Done, a retired leading scientist at the Australian Institute 
of Marine Science, Townsville, said that the burning of fossil fuels for energy over the 
past 200 years had greatly increased atmospheric carbon dioxide. The high levels of car-
bon dioxide had  three major effects on the sea: increased sea level, increased oceanic 
acidity and increased sea temperature. 
Coral are actually colourless animals who derive their colour from tiny coloured algae 
that normally live inside them.  The algae generate energy for the coral which cannot 
exist for prolonged periods without the algae. 
If coral is exposed to temperatures over 32 degrees C, the stress causes the corals to eject 
the algae.  This causes the coral to lose its colour or to become bleached.  If the tempera-
ture stress is not too prolonged or the temperatures too high, the algae can recolonise the 
coral and the coral will become coloured again and survive.  However, prolonged high 
temperatures will stop the recolonisation and kill the coral. 
If the coral is not stressed by other factors, for example turbid water, sediment build up, 
it will be able to recover more quickly and to regrow more quickly. 
A serious coral bleaching event occurred in the Keppel Island coral reefs several years 
ago. Principal Conservation Officer with DERM at Rockhampton, John Olds, discussed 
this event and commented how well the coral had recovered. He also described steps that 
his department had  taken to protect the coral,  for example preventing boats from dam-
aging reefs with their anchors. 
Other speakers described the characteristics of our local Hervey Bay reefs and how they 
differ from those of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park.  Dr. David Scheltinga of 
DERM, Maryborough, listed the many stresses that Fraser Coast marine and estuarine 
ecosystems are subject to: for instance, pesticides, nutrients, sediments, fish removal. 
 

Participants then brainstormed under the careful guidance of Dr. Carl Smith and PhD 
student James Patterson, to work out what stresses we have in Hervey Bay, how signifi-
cant they are, how we measure them, how they interact and finally what are the most 
efficient steps to take to deal with harmful impacts on our marine ecosystems, especially 
our coral reefs. 
 

Wildlife Preservation Society President, Audrey Sorensen, said the workshop was a great 
success. The only disappointment was that more local stakeholders were not present to 
contribute their specialised knowledge. 

Coral Workshop held at the CWA Hall Urangan on 
May 6 and 7, 2010. 

Reports on Workshops and Field Days 
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Heide Nelson, engineer with the Fraser Coast 
Regional Council, Paul Maxwell of Griffith 
University, John Olds, DERM, Rockhampton, 
Maria Zann, post graduate student of reef map-
ping, and Carol Bussey, project officer, putting 
data on marine sediments into the computer. 

Reports on Workshops and Field Days 

Coral Workshop Photos 
1. Prof. Terry Done of the Australian Institute of Marine Sci-
ence, enjoys a joke with Audrey Sorensen, president 
FCWPSQ 
2. Andrew Olds of Griffith University, Amanda Delaforce, 
Senior Conservation Officer for the Great Sandy Marine 
Park, Ian Butler, marine biologist, and Winston Preller, ma-
rine aquarium hobbyist, discuss the impacts on the reef of 
removing too many fish. 
3. Heide Nelson, engineer with the Fraser Coast Regional 
Council, Paul Maxwell of Griffith University, John Olds, 
DERM, Rockhampton, Maria Zann, post graduate student of 
reef mapping, and Carol Bussey, project officer, putting data 
on marine sediments into the computer. 
4. Dr. Carl Smith of the University of Queensland explains the 
computer program which analyses the data on reef impacts. 

1 2 

4 

3 
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Many Moths 
This rather intriguing mass of moths 
was seen by participants of the Mary-
borough Birdwatchers group on 27 
March.  
After a query to the museum the fol-
lowing reply was received: 
You have autumn cluster moths 
(Dichomeris capnites). They cluster 
with their bodies overlapping like roof-
tiles, often aggregating in the same 
place year after year, which is inter-
esting as each year features a new 
generation. The larvae feed on rain-
forest trees of the genus Acronychia. 
 

Regards, 
Steve Wilson 
Inquiry Centre Information Officer 
Queensland Museum 

We Can  
Make a Difference 

 

By Carol Bussey 
 

In 1998, HB WPSQ got a Coast-
care Grant to revegetate part 
of the Point Vernon shoreline 
to block residential light. Baby 
marine turtles were being at-
tracted by street and house 
lights on the Esplanade and 
heading away from sea and 
getting run over by cars. 
 

I believe that Ronda Cook was the driving 
force  behind applying for the grant. 
Hervey Bay City Council also donated funds 
to help with the fencing. The group, includ-
ing Joan Coutts and then secretary, Mary 
Gentle, attacked the weeds and 33 plants 
were put in. However the project fell into 
decline—many of the plants died and the 
weeds had a field day. 
 

Not much was going on with HB WPSQ in 
early 2002 (Joan was having hip replace-
ment surgery), so Tony and I started 
weeding and planting. We got the Coast-
care Grant extended. Over that year we 
had Scouts, Sea scouts and Guides doing 
planting. Each planting day was accompa-
nied by an educational activity conducted 
by Wayne Shearman of QPWS about du-
gongs or turtles or the seaside web of life. 
We were also helped by locals led by Mau-
reen Fawkes. Members involved included 
Paddy, Denise, Rita, Audrey Donahue and 
John Eggleston.  
 

The main factor in the success of the pro-
ject was that we only put in a few plants at 
a time and the fact that there was water 
on the site! 
 

See the photos on the opposite page.  
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In 2002 

Same site in 2010 

 

Right: Denise Young and Joan Coutts, 
two of the planters in 2002 under the  
leaves of the now mature pandanus.  

In 2002 

Same site in 2010 
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In mid April we 
visited our son 
who was living in 
London. Knowing 
his parents’ love of 
the outdoors he 
had arranged a trip 
to the Lake District 
for us. 
 

A six hour drive of 
some 500 kilome-
tres took us to this 
celebrated scenic 
area of England 
nestled between the industrialized north-
west and the Scottish border. Being mid 
April it was early spring; the trees were just 
budding, snow patches dotted mountains, 
the waterfalls and streams were flowing and 
the radiant blooming golden daffodils of 
Wordsworth fame more than compensated 
for the watery sun. 
 

It is in the Lake District that you get the pic-
turesque villages, the beautiful crystal clear 
lakes, the stone walled sheep grazing lands 
and the narrow hedged and stoned country 
lanes as portrayed in the lakeland tales of 
Beatrix Potter. And it is truly just as magical 
in real life. 
 

Around and about we spotted little robins, 
chaffinches and tits. The bigger birds in-
cluded the wood pigeons, jackdaws and 
magpies. We climbed a “quarter mile” path 
and then further through the heavily planted 
Forest Commission Dodd Wood above Bas-
senthwaite Lake to a viewing platform to 
see a pair of nesting Osprey, one of only 
two known breeding pairs in England. The 
birds migrate to Africa over winter, a jour-
ney that only 30% of the offspring will sur-
vive. The viewing platform where ’scopes 
were available was manned by very friendly 
and knowledgeable National Trust volun-
teers which augmented the fleeting 

glimpses of the Os-
prey pair; one on the 
nest, one hunting. 
 

We were greatly in-
trigued by the names 
of places and geo-
graphical features, 
many of which have 
their origins back to 
Norse, Saxon and 
Celtic times. A 
“fell” (a hill, mountain 
or high common 
ground), “mere” (a 

lake), “beck” (a stream) “force” (a waterfall) 
and “tarn”, which we use in Australia also, 
meaning a small mountain lake. 
 

We were also intrigued to learn that an Eng-
lish “National Park” is somewhat different to 
one in Australia. The Lake District National 
Park is made up of private land (59%) Na-
tional Trust property (25%) and Forestry 
(12%) and only 4% owned by the National 
Park Authority itself. 
 

We walked to a waterfall from our hotel. 
The “ghyll” was a very steep ravine with fast 
flowing icy waters flanked ever so closely 
by centuries old and new stone buildings 
and walls. A sign expressed the concern of 
“local ecologists” about potential damage to 
the “ancient woodland”. (see photo) 
 

We hope that more than “local ecologists” 
espouse the preservation of these beautiful 
places! What is amazing as we wandered 
around an area that has evidence of human 
occupation dating back thousands of years 
(Stonehenge type structures and substan-
tial Roman ruins from about 80 AD) is that 
you can still have the creeks flowing with 
pristine waters, swathes of wildflowers and 
abundant native trees and bird life after the 
earth has been so scarred by humans.  

By Jenny Watts, April 2010 

Thousands of Miles Away  
 The Lake District, England 
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 Paper wasps belong to the insect 
order Hymenoptera. They can be 
found in mainland Australia all the 
way from Victoria to North Queen-
sland as far as Cooktown, South 
Australia and southern Western Aus-
tralia. 
 

The common paper wasp is Polistes 
humilis and is generally slender, 10-
15mm long with long thin wings and 
tan in colour with darker bands and 
some yellow on its face. 
 

Their nests are cone shaped, becom-
ing round as more cells are added, 
and made of grey papery wood fibre 

material. The wasps seek water which they need to mix with the plant material to build 
the nest. The nests are commonly 10-12cm in diameter with numerous hexagonal cells, 
some with white caps, suspended on a short stalk, with small colonies of 12-20 individu-
als.  Some nests seen in the Brisbane area are up to 20cm and contain hundreds of in-
sects. The nests are nurseries where larvae are kept one to each cell. Each nest is a colony 
of females. Only one female, the queen, lays the eggs. The paper wasp queen, unlike 
bees or ants, looks similar to her workers. 
 

The larvae are fed on chewed up caterpillars and insects caught by the adults. The cells 
are then capped and the larvae pupate. When an adult wasp emerges from the pupal stage 
it becomes a new worker, and the wasp colony expands. All the other wasps are workers 
and they help their mother queen by feeding their sisters. They also help in building and 
expanding the nests. They defend their nest aggressively. 
 

They are social insects and forage in gardens and around buildings. Adult wasps feed on 
nectar. At the end of summer season the colony produces male and female fertile wasps. 
They mate with males and fertile females from other colonies. Most paper wasps die in 
autumn or winter while some fertile females hibernate to start new colonies the following 
spring. 
 

Paper wasps have some beneficial value to humans as predators of pest caterpillars.  

The Sting in the Tail 
By Ruby Rosenfield 

 
Koalas, frogs and squirrel gliders get good press but it takes all types. Have you come 
across the common paper wasp? It is an integral part of our magnificent diversity. 



18 

I discovered the phenomenon of  “foliar 
leaching” when I was researching the gene-
sis of water composition in wetlands. Foliar 
leaching is the loss of soluble substances 
from internal plant tissues during rainfall 
events. 
 

The loss of potassium from living leaves 
through leaf excretion has been known 
since the 1950s when it was found that 
rainwater collected under trees was en-
riched in potassium ions compared to rain-
water collected in the open. However, it 
was not until the adoption of radioisotope 
techniques that it was possible to show 
conclusively that labeled materials, which 
were introduced into plants, could be 
leached from them. In fact, leaching is a 
widespread occurrence in nature, and 
Parker (1983) concluded that foliar leach-
ing was the major process controlling 
throughfall and stemflow enrichment for 
nearly all elements. 
 

Not all elements are leached with equal 
ease. Young leaves readily leach out large 
amounts of phosphorous, whereas old 
leaves leach very little or none. On the 
other hand, old leaves and injured leaves 
leach much more inorganic salts. A major 
portion of the leached material is composed 
of organic substances such as, sugars, car-
bohydrates and amino acids (Tukey, 1970), 
and brown leaves on a tree are the source of 
the dark colour in rain waters collected 
under the forest canopy.  Consequently, no 
two rainfall events will produce the same 
throughfall composition because the pro-
portion of old, young, dead and injured 
leaves on the trees will vary in time and 
space. 
 

As an example of the leaching phenome-
non; the salinity of incident precipitation 

during a tropical storm on Green Island was 
measured as 8 micromhos/cm, but stem-
flow down a palm frond, during the middle 
of the storm, had a salinity of 310 microm-
hos/cm and was very darkly coloured 
(Johnson, 1985). 
 

The mechanism of the movement of 
leached substances through the plant tissues 
is not well understood but it seems that ions 
are leached from leachable ion pools in-
volving “free space” areas within the trans-
location stream, and not directly from in-
side the cells. But nevertheless plants have 
had to protect themselves from too much 
nutrient loss by developing hydrophobic 
properties on their surfaces. There is a de-
lay period from the onset of rainfall to 
when the leaching starts, due to the time 
needed to breakdown the hydrophobic 
properties.   
 

Plants living in high rainfall areas have had 
to develop stronger hydrophobic mecha-
nisms than plants living in low rainfall ar-
eas, to minimize the loss of nutrients 
through leaching. It obviously follows that 
it is not good to put a plant adapted to low 
rainfall, with weak hydrophobic properties, 
into a wet rainforest, for example, because 
the plant may die from the loss of nutrients. 
 

My studies found that foliar leaching en-
hanced the salinity of runoff water and wet-
land water by approximately 10 fold com-
pared to the salinity of rainwater. 
 

References: 
Johnson, M (1985). Progress Report-No.2. Hydrologic 
and organic fluxes within a coastal swamp system. 
NSW Department of Mineral Resources, Chemical 
Laboratory Report No. 85/25, pp137. 
Parker, G. G., (1983). Throughfall and stemflow in the 
forest nutrient cycle. In: Advances in Ecological Re-
search. Ed: A. Macfadyer and E. D. Ford. Vol. 13, 
Academic Press, p.58-133 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF FOLIAR LEACHING 
By Merike Johnson 
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Volunteer Profile— 

Dressing up as the Grim Reaper and protest-
ing outside a politician’s electoral office, pen-
ning words such as Desley: the Boyle on the 
backside of Biodiversity and being prepared 
to lie in front of bulldozers are not the antics 
of rebel youth, but the considered and pas-
sionate actions of Betty and Lawrie Wilson. 
The fact that Betty and Lawrie are well into 
their seventies makes them and their ex-
ploits even more remarkable. 
 

Betty and Lawrie are members of WBBCC 
and the Greater Mary Association (GMA). 
They joined WBBCC at a time when a pro-
posed development threatened the beautiful 
Tuan where they live and joined the GMA in 
the fight against Traveston Dam and con-
tinue their involvement fearing further threats 
to the Mary River, the Great Sandy Strait 
and the Ramsar Wetlands. 
 

Talking to Betty and Lawrie on their veran-
dah of their Esplanade home overlooking the 
expansive tidal flats of the low tide and the 
sparkling waters beyond, there is no doubt 
both are passionate about the environment 
and cognisant of the (detrimental) changes 
that have occurred in their lifetime. They are 
adamant that their five children and nine 
grandchildren should be allowed to experi-
ence at least what they have. Their fight is 
for future generations. 
 

Both Betty and Lawrie are locals. Lawrie 
recalls riding his bike from his hometown of 
Maryborough to Tuan. Betty’s family owned 
a house in Little Tuan. They raised their fam-
ily in Petrie and in 1969 they bought land at 
Tuan and built the family holiday house. 
Later they bought an adjoining block and in 
the 90s built their retirement home. 
 

Like many families, many decades are spent 
working and rearing the family and there is 

Betty & Lawrie 
Wilson 

not much time to be actively involved in com-
munity groups. However, the Wilsons seem 
always to have been aware of their immedi-
ate natural environment at least, and a lot of 
the time didn’t like what they saw happening. 
 

In Petrie the family’s property abutted the 
Pine River and they watched in horror at the 
effects of discharge of the paper mill into the 
river, and, after that was rectified, the perva-
sive effects of the North Pine Dam. At Tuan 
they witnessed the decline of seagrass beds 
and the burying of huge rock oyster beds as 
the land around was cleared for plantations 
and soils and fertilizers were washed into the 
fragile estuary. 
 

Betty indicated Lawrie was a bit of a poet. 
Unfortunately I don’t have room to print any 
but I understand the GMA has appreciated 
and published some of his work!  Anyway, 
we need to applaud Betty and Lawrie for the 
commitment and passion they now have for 
the environmental movement. At a time in 
their lives when they could easily sit back 
and excuse themselves from the more con-
fronting issues in our world as they enjoy a 
“well deserved retirement”, these two people 
continue to fight for our environment with a 
youthful energy.  
 

Article by  Jenny Watts, May 2010 
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WBBCC  
MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

 
 

  
The quarterly newsletter “WAMBALIMAN”  

is included in membership with multiple copies 
for associations by arrangement. 

 

I wish to join / renew my membership with 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council Inc. 

 

Membership:  $____________ 
 
Donation*:   $____________ 
 
TOTAL   $____________ 

 
NAME………………………………………… 
 
ADDRESS……………………………………. 
 
…………………………………...……………. 
 
Phone: . ……………………………………… 
 
Email:………………………………………… 
 
SIGNED ………………...……………………       
 
Date .........................……………..………….. 
 
Please return to: 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council 
PO Box 694 
MARYBOROUGH Qld 4650 
 

*Donation is a gift to WBBCC Inc. Public Fund. 
WBBCC Inc. is an endorsed deductible gift recipient 
on the Register of Environmental Organisations 
under the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997.  
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible. 

Annual Membership 
Single              $ 15.00 
Family group  $ 20.00 
Associations  $ 30.00 

 Date Claimers 

Coming up in July 
in Maryborough 

 Mary River Turtle 
Talk 
By 

Marilyn Connell 
Date/Time TBA 

—possibly a Sunday afternoon  
Contact FC WPSQ for details 

Celebrate 
World  

Environment Day 
 

The Fay Smith Bushcare Group 
invites you to celebrate  

World Environment Day with us  
on Sunday the 6th of June.  

 

Where- Fay Smith Wetlands  
Cnr Neptune and Victory Streets,  

Maryborough  
(next to the hockey fields). 

 

Treeplanting starts at 10.00am, followed 
by a presentation at 11 am: Botanist, 
Tony van Kampen, will then identify the 
trees on site and tell us a bit about 
them.  Also bring along any specimens 
of trees you wish to have identified. 
 

 BBQ at noon, drinks provided.  
 

Bring-  Chair, water, gloves and hat. 
Contact- Richard  4123 0667  

or Carol 4129 5979 
 

Nb. Environment Day  is actually on Sat-
urday, June 5, but our normal Fay Smith 
working bees are on Sunday so we have 

kept to the Sunday. 

Next FC WPSQ Meeting 
in Hervey Bay 
21 June, 5-7pm  

(to allow for workers to attend) 


