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Toads bewae! The Friends of Cheellii 
Lagoon at Burrum Heads are after you!   

Photo top right: Dr Tim Heard extracts sugarbag 
from a native stingless bee hive.  
Middle: Tim drizzles freshly extracted sugarbag 
over icecream for workshop participant,  Peter 
Duck. “It’s delicious—very tangy, very distinc-
tive ”  (Sugarbag always tastes much the same 
regardless of the nectar source.)   
Right: The horizontal combs of the native bee  
form a distinct spiral. Surrounding the brood 
cells  are the pollen and honey pots.  
Photo at right by Carol Bussey 
See report page 14. 
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WBBCC President’s Comment 
By Dr. Tim Thornton 

S ome of you may have seen the recent 
publication of Birds Australia, “The 

State of Australia’s Birds 2008” compiled by 
Penny Olsen. It is a sad document; as a life 
long bird man it has nothing new for me, but 
it confirms with hard data the devastating 
decline in the numbers of our birds over the 
last 5 years, which is nothing compared to 
the losses I have seen in the 60+ years that 
I have been interested in birds. The abun-
dance of all animals, be they on land, sea or 
water, which surrounded me in my child-
hood, was / is unbelievable today. Australia 
is not alone; it is a global phenomena, as a 
recent New Scientist (May 14th 2009) claims 
192 species of birds are now on the “Red 
List” of animals facing immediate extinction, 
while 1227 species of birds are threatened. 
 

F or me this is a measure of the fund-
ing programs and legislation of vari-

ous Governments over a long period, 
and one can only conclude all these ef-
forts have failed miserably. The decline 
in bird (and animal) numbers surely says 
that programs such as NHT1 & 2, Com-
munity Care etc, have failed dismally, 
despite the hype. Are there any solu-
tions, I believe there are. 
 

A cademics and others want to “collect 
more baseline data” as this basically 

keeps them employed on grant monies; but 
we have enough data, and if anecdotal in-
formation could be included we certainly 
need no more data. The critical issue is 
habitat protection / conservation. It is staring 
us, who are interested in wild birds, in the 
face, although the desk bound people can’t 
see it, as they are not of the “bird world”. 
Clearly the “carrot” approach of environ-
mental expenditure programs is not working 
at the coal face; in reality such programs 
have only been a pay cheque for another 
tier of bureaucracy. So we need more 
“stick” in the balance, if the shocking loss of 

our native creatures is to be redressed and 
reversed.  
 

S tick is legislation and we have it in 
abundance; we don’t need more re-

views, planning or legislation, rather we 
need to strengthen and enforce what we 
have. For instance here in Queensland we 
have the Vegetation Management Act 
(1999) which has reduced “broad acre” 
clearing of “habitat / natural ecosystems”, 
but has failed along the coast and in rural / 
residential areas. In fact the legislation has 
been watered down to permit more clearing 
of small blocks and has not been strength-
ened by local government by laws as origi-
nally intended; in truth locally it has been 
the opposite where a dedicated band of 
“tree killers” seem to have the upper hand. 
Recently, the State Government imposed a 
short term moratorium on clearing of a mere 
million hectares of “regrowth”; the reaction 
of Agforce and the grazing community was 
as if they were being castrated. Regrowth is 
surely a result of previous over clearing, to 
the level that the cleared country could not 
be effectively managed, and hence it re-
grew.  
 

F ederally we have the Environmental 
Protection and Biodiversity Conserva-

tion Act (1999), which is under review and 
clearly must be strengthened (Peter Garrett 
seems to shelter behind the legislation 
rather than enforcing it, weak and all as it 
is). Birds now listed as “Endangered” need 
to be racked up a notch to “Critically Endan-
gered” and so on all the way down the 
scale; i.e. the criteria for assessment of 
species should be strengthened. This would 
save money in the long term, as rehabilita-
tion programs would kick in earlier when 
they cost less, as opposed to last minute 
media / movie & rock star grabbing million 
dollar efforts, when all is almost lost.  
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Big Names in Bats Visit the Bay 
Flying fox counters, wildlife carers and Queensland Parks and Wildlife 
rangers were delighted to welcome flying fox experts Craig Walker and Dr. 
Les Hall to Hervey Bay on Thursday 26 March.   

Craig Walker, Manager of the Wildlife Branch of QPW, discussed the conservation status 
of some of the rarer flying foxes: the Grey Headed Flying Fox and the Spectacled Flying 
Fox.  Land clearing and drought are reducing blossom and fruit available for bats. This 
means that colonies are becoming smaller but more numerous and scattered.  Therefore, 
bats are more likely to be noticed by people. Mr. Walker emphasized the importance of 
working with the community. He said  “There have been extremely few human deaths 
attributed to Hendra and Lyssa viruses but the media hype has caused much public fear.” 
 

Another worry that flying foxes cause is fruit damage.  Craig asked. “Is the orchardist a 
business man or a lifestyle retiree?”  Business men are finding that nets are a good man-
agement tool, reducing bat, bird, and insect damage and reducing the need for chemicals. 
But lifestyle retirees may resent the outlay for nets. 
 

The foremost authority on flying foxes in Australia, Dr. Les Hall spoke of the role of flying 
foxes in the conservation of our hardwood forests by pollinating the flowers. The flowers 
of eucalyptus trees are designed to be pollinated at night. Therefore, bats are more impor-
tant than the birds and the bees in this regard. Also, Dr. Hall said. “Flying foxes are very 
intelligent. Their bodies are more similar in structure to primates than to the small insec-
tivorous bats.” 
 

He was also sceptical of some of the research done on the Hendra virus. This virus sup-
posedly is transmitted from bats to horses and then to humans. A veterinarian recently 
died of Hendra virus. However, Dr. Hall maintains that it could be transmitted to horses 
via another animal eg rats or cats. Very little testing has been done on other species of 
animal.  He asked, “Why don’t bush stockhorses get Hendra? Why is it that it attacks well 
cared for horses?” 
 

In managing colonies, we need to think long term and plant trees for flying foxes in areas 
where they will not disturb people. Too often people settle for the quick fix only to find the 
problem returns.                                                                                    article by FCWPSQ 

From left: 
Craig Walker,  
Mary Starky,  
(both EPA) 
Lee Carter,  
Prof. Les Hall,  
Mal Fernando 
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From the  WBBCC Coordinator’s Desk  
by Emma-Kate Currie 

Hi Everyone. It’s been a busy few months 
here at the Coordinator’s Desk and it’s cer-
tainly been keeping me on my toes. 
After the calling of the State Government 
election, many hectic weeks followed be-
fore we set off to the polling booths on  21 
March. WBBCC past Vice-President David 
Arthur ran as the Greens Candidate for 
Maryborough and considering the previous 
politics of this electorate, I think Dave did 
quite well to secure the number of votes he 
did. This was a positive step for the envi-
ronmental consciousness of this region. 
Sunday, 22 March saw the end of Andrew 
McNamara’s term in Parliament, not sur-
prisingly considering the Anti-Dam pres-
ence in the election campaign, though 
strangely enough, McNamara has since 
blamed Traveston for his downfall and 
practically admitted that the dam was a bad 
idea from the start. Ted Sorensen was 
elected but only time will tell as to whether 
this is an improvement for the Hervey Bay 
electorate or not. I must admit though that 
Ted has some strong opinions about the 
protection of the dingoes on Fraser Island 
that seem compelling. 
 

The WBBCC AGM was held on Sunday, 
15 March and was well attended and fol-
lowed by a general meeting.  New member 
Cliff Greet brought to our attention the De-
partment of Main Roads (DMR) plans for a 
new round-about and duplication to four 
lanes, at the intersections of Torbanlea, 
Booral and Dundowran Roads, on the 
Maryborough-Hervey Bay Road. After 
thoroughly studying the information avail-
able to our group, I wrote to both the DMR 
and The Director-General of MR outlining 

our concerns. I was contacted a few weeks 
later and a meeting was set up between 
DMR representatives, WBBCC executive 
and myself. This meeting occurred on Fri-
day 1 May. Roger and I  had completed a 
site assessment a few days prior to this and 
mapped all the trees with recent koala ac-
tivity on Lot 222 MCH 3345 (Council 
owned block on the western side). We were 
then able to line up our map with the com-
prehensive project plan provided by DRM 
and determine that all mapped trees were 
outside the clearing line. These trees were 
mostly located within the road reserve, but 
the clearing within that area extends only 
halfway into the reserve. At the close of the 
meeting, we were satisfied that although 
clearing will occur in numerous areas, 
DMR has taken into account all the factors 
and attempted to minimize the impacts 
from this project. It is not perfect, nor does 
the WBBCC executive endorse it but 
merely concludes that DMR has done their 
best to mitigate the impacts. We endeavor 
to follow up by meeting with DMR again 
when a contractor has been employed to 
ensure the clearing happens only where it is 
intended. 
 

 Now to the legal case: It’s going very well 
and we’re now heading for the home 
stretch and preparing for the hearing to 
begin on 7 September. EDO continues to 
do a marvellous job dealing with all that 
the respondent’s legal team throws at them! 
We are now on a campaign to raise the ad-
ditional funds needed to get us over the 
line. I’ve set up a ‘Donate Button’ on our 
website through ‘Our Community’ who 
have provided us with this service for free. 
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The button is specifically for credit 
card donations and allows people an 
easier option to donate. We have also 
authorized a representative of the Save 
the Mary River Group to collect dona-
tions and issue tax-deductible receipts 
on our behalf, after Save the Mary re-
ported that they were being approached 
at events continuously by people want-
ing to donate but were unable to take 
donations from them. With all these 
systems in place, hopefully we will be 
successful in gaining the amount neces-
sary. 
 

Art for Earth is again holding an event 
in protest of the Traveston Dam and 
this year they plan to create a giant 
dugong out of hand-held candles to 
signify the downstream impacts of the 
dam if it is approved. The event will be 
on Saturday 6 June to celebrate ‘World 
Environment Day’ and WBBCC will 
be having an information display on the 
Paradise Case in one of the marquees 
and will be taking donations. I hope to 
see many of you there. 
 

So that wraps it up. Until next time, 
remember, every bit counts! 
Emma-Kate Currie, May 2009 

WBBCC NOTICE BOARD 

WBBCC AGM REPORT 
Sixteen people attended, and nine sent apologies, to the WBBCC’s AGM on Sunday 15 March at 
the Maryborough Neighbourhood Centre. The reports tendered included: 

President’s Report – Tim Thornton (as per Annual Report). 
Secretary’s Report – Kerryn Ward (as per Annual Report). 
Treasurer’s Report  - Tony van Kampen (as per Annual Report). 
Traveston, Water Strategy, and Court Case – Roger Currie (as per Annual Report). 
RPAC – Pam Soper 
FC WPSQ – Carol Bussey 
Membership – Peter Duck (as per Annual Report). 
Wambaliman – (as per Annual Report).  
Co-ordinator’s Report – Emma-Kate Currie (as per Annual Report). 

A formal vote of thanks was given to the Executive and a special thank you was extended to 
Emma-Kate and her enthusiasm in the Co-ordinator’s job was noted.   
Following the election of office bearers all Executive positions remained the same with the excep-
tion of David Arthur who stood aside until after the State Election.  

Welcome to new 
members 

 

The Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council 
welcomes new members Cliff Greet, An-
drew Muscat-Clark, Noel Dean and 
Natalie Richardson. Membership of 
WBBCC currently stands at 47 financial 
memberships (with 68 individuals members) 
and seven affiliated groups. If you are yet to 
renew your membership for 2009, there is a 
renewal form on the back page of Wambaliman. 

Concerns That As Few As 50 Wild 
Dingoes Left On Fraser Island  

You can read this article written by the Na-
tional Dingo Recovery and Preservation Pro-
gram in the May 09 edition of EcoNews #62.    

EcoNews and Eco Voice is a free online pub-
lication and includes environmental news, 
events and articles plus the  Eco Directory 
and Eco Guide.  
 

Go to www.ecovoice.com.au for more 
information and /or to subscribe.  
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Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ by Sara Gerdsen 

"BIRDS OF A FEATHER" ….. 
This year our Branch is making an effort to work with other conservation groups in the 
area. Not only does this provide a stronger voice for conservation but also enables us to 
access more workshops of interest and assist with joint projects. 
Combined Get-together: 
In February, there was a gathering of Wide Bay/Burnett conservation groups at Fay 
Smith Reserve in Maryborough.  The function was well attended with 15 different 
groups represented. All agreed that it was reassuring to meet like minded people and 
some good networking took place over a sausage sizzle and birthday cake (20th anniver-
sary for FCWPSQ). Norman Barney, a member of the Butchulla tribe, spoke about the 
environment as he remembered from his  childhood.  Paul Marshall, President MRCCC 
detailed the ongoing project to return the banks of the Mary River near Gympie back to 
their earlier environmental glory. 
The Big Huge Field Day: 
Dave Darmody from the Water Quality Alliance invited FCWPSQ  to present a display 
and talk at the "Big Huge Field Day" at Bunya Creek. The public were invited to plant 
trees to help turn this degraded area back into wetlands. Despite the mud, bogged trailers, 
and gremlins in the PA system some interesting speakers spread the word. Thanks to 
members who helped on the day. 
Ecofest 
This event was arranged by Transition Town Hervey Bay (TTHB). Although we didn't 
set up a display many members visited on the day. For those who missed Jerry Coleby-
Williams the first time they had a second  chance to listen to his excellent talk. Our 
Treasurer, Linda is FCWPSQ’s  representative on the TTHB committee. 
Coral Watch 
This new project is underway. Our partners in this venture are Hervey Bay Snorkelers 
and Krystal Kleer. With training  now complete, teams have been formed and areas for 
ongoing data collection have been selected.  

WILDLFE CORRIDORS….. 
The focus for Wildlife Queensland (WPSQ) for 2009 is ensuring the retention of and 
establishment of wildlife corridors and locally we have our own corridors to protect. 
If you haven't signed the postcard submission to Government to keep the "Long Pad-
dock" please do so.  Our branch is currently working to convince Main Roads that the 
wildlife corridor (as listed by the EPA) should NOT be cleared for new lanes and a 
round-about near the River Heads turn-off. The other side of the road is no longer natural 
bush. So far things don't look very hopeful but we will keep trying. Thanks to Cliff and 
Andrew for initially alerting the branch about this. 
☺Extra "greenie points" to Maryborough members who have helped plant Richmond 
Bird-wing Butterfly vines.  
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ONGOING PROJECTS….. 
 

Arkarra Wetlands, Dundowran 
More trees have been planted, weeds removed and nest boxes installed. The Tea Gardens 
is under new management.  If you haven't visited Arkarra for a while now is a good time 
to wander the paths and be one with nature. 
Fay Smith Wetlands, Maryborough 
On the 19 April, 21 adults and 6 children gathered to listen to a talk by Angie from An-
gie's Garden about non-toxic garden chemicals. The group planted 50 trees/bushes and 
200 grasses. Several new members were recruited and the group has elected to call them-
selves " Fay Smith Bush Care Group". Already some improvement can be seen at the 
reserve. Some of our Maryborough members have put in additional hours to help bring 
this site to its former glory. Thanks guys. 
Cheelii Lagoon, Burrum Heads 
Weeding, planting and rubbish collection is still the main focus.  Recently, with help 
from the Green Corp and Council's blessing, we have thinned out the saplings around the 
lagoon. Not only will this mean stronger growth for the remaining plants but for lakeside 
residents an improved water view. On 31 May  the Friends of Cheelii Lagoon will be 
holding an information morning for Burrum Heads residents. Come and join us for inter-
esting talks, and entertainment, including a line dancing display by the Country 
Moonline Dancers,  a cuppa and slice of damper. If you bring a grocery bag of weeds 
Juliet from Council will exchange this for a plant.  

INSPIRING A NEW GENERATION….. 
 

Part of the WPSQ brief is to educate the public and this branch believes that working 
with young people is important. Here are some of the projects undertaken by our branch  
The Baddow Cub Scouts 
This  Maryborough troop  has learnt much about animals who use hollows . 
see photos page 12   
Green Corp Graduation 
Under Tina's tutelage there have been several groups who have learnt about the environ-
ment and helped with rehabilitation projects on the Fraser Coast. 
Three of our sites have provided learning environments for these young adults. They 
have learnt about weeding, planting, toad busting, plant propagation, nest boxes and 
more. Sara wearing her Cheelii Lagoon "hat" presented certificates to the graduates at a 
recent ceremony in Hervey Bay. 
Junior Members 
Wildlife Queensland offers Junior Memberships and we would like to welcome our new-
est junior member, Inez Penrose who has already been helping out at different revegeta-
tion sites. Inez is interested in all environmental matters but particularly marine animals.  
Thanks to Inez for the billy – it will be well used. 
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Left: FCWPSQ member Tony Bussey 
talks to EPA Great Sandy Marine 
Park Ranger Daniel Clifton at the 
Coral Bleach Workshop put on by 
GBRMPA on 11 February at the 
CQU, Bundaberg. Consultant Jo 
Johnston described what coral 
bleaching looked like and showed 
slides of other kinds of coral damage 
such as crown of thorns starfish, snail 
damage and disease.  Volunteers for 
Hervey Bay’s “Bleach Watch” pro-
gram will need to be able to identify 
the extent and type of damage to the 
coral when collecting data. 

Coral Bleaching Workshop 

Clean Up Australia Day Contribution 
Seven Maryborough FCWPSQ members meet at Aquatic Park in Maryborough to 
do their bit for this Australia wide event. Hubcaps, car tyres, and bottles  were 
collected from the river bank and pond area. The group then walked over the 
bridge to Pioneer Park. This park is not open to vehicles and there was very little 
rubbish. They then went in search for the Pararistolochia vines (Richmond Bird-
wing Butterfly vines) planted over ten years ago by the Maryborough Environ-
ment Group, but sadly were unable to locate any surviving vines.  
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Nest Boxes for Arkarra Lagoons 
Alan Franks (right) of Hollow Log Homes 
demonstrates how to wire up a nest box with 
plastic coated fencing wire to attach it to a 
tree. Alan delivered the boxes to Arkarra 
Lagoons on 21 February and gave a brief 
talk (below) to members of WPSQ, Green 
Corp & Land for Wildlife who had just finished 
weeding in exhausting humid conditions.   

New member, Inez, with buckets of  
fertiliser and  water crystals gets broken 
into the realities of WPSQ membership! 

Arkarra Planting Day 

John Eggleston was the only Hervey Bay 
member to attend although we did get a 
lot of apologies for the day. Two mem-
bers came from Burrum Heads, two from 
Maryborough and also represented were 
the  Friends of Mungomery Vine Forest 
who came and worked like Trojans!  New 
WPSQ member,12 year old Inez and her 
mum also came.   
 
In all we  had 11 people including four 
men - all retired with  two over 70 who 
moved over 60 wheelbarrows of mulch! 
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“Hanging out in Hervey Bay” 
Tooan Tooan Creek Flying Fox Colony 

T-shirt  
An excellent souvenir of Hervey Bay 
On sale from FCWPSQ  

Only  $20  / WPSQ members $15  
  

Colours available: black, maroon, forest 
green, dark navy blue, purple.  

 

A range of sizes:   
S  -  XXL. Womens 10 and 12. 

   

(Not all sizes available in all colours - please ask us) 

On 4 March FC WPSQ 
members visited the Bad-
dow Cubs to teach them 
about hollow dependent 
animals. With the help of 
Branch members Bill, Tony, 
Audrey and Linda and Jim 
from LFW  four nestboxes 
were put together. The Cubs 
kept a possum box leaving 
three boxes (two rosella /
lorikeet and one possum 
box) to be erected in the Fay 
Smith Wetlands. 

FC WPSQ members visit  Baddow Cubs 

Photo right : WPSQ’s Bill instructs 
cubs, Darcy, Steve, Ella and Domi-
nic in the art of spotlighting. 

Photo above: 
Baddow Cubs 
with the nest-
boxes they help 
construct. 
 
Left: Pale –
headed Rosella 
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Bleach Watch by Carol Bussey 
A beautiful calm sunny day on  May 16 was just what the 
snorkeller ordered for a boat trip to coral reefs north of 
Round Island.  Twenty eight volunteers and three experi-
enced guides went out on the Krystal Klear to hone their 
skills at assessing coral for the Coastcare funded Hervey 
Bay Bleach Watch program.  FCWPSQ in partnership with 
the Hervey Bay Snorkelling Group received almost $9000 
to set up a coral bleach monitoring program in Hervey 
Bay.  50 volunteers have been recruited and attended train-
ing nights to learn to identify bleaching in coral.  The boat 
trip was another notch on the training ladder. Three teams 
have been formed and each team will monitor one Hervey 
Bay offshore reef. 
Each team is issued with a dive flag, waterproof paper, 
snorkelling guidelines, a first aid kit,  a scientific ther-
mometer and forms for safety and insurance. The group 
has  purchased two GPS designed for marine mapping and 
an underwater camera. 
The project is taking a bit longer to get off the ground than 
expected but the volunteers are concentrating on building 
up their skills to be prepared for  next summer which is the 
season that heat induced bleaching occurs.   

A Walk in the Rainforest 
The  

Sawmill Road Rainforest 
Reserve, Dundowran. 

 Saturday, May 9 
by Audrey Sorensen 

Twenty-five people plus report-
ers from The Chronicle and The 
Observer turned up. We wended 
our way single file through the 
vine forest accompanied by the 
calls of the Grey Shrike Thrush, 
Grey Fantails, Whip Birds, Fig 
Birds and Fairy Warblers. John 
Eggleston  provided a running 
commentary of the history of the 
remnant patch  and its inhabi-
tants and the relationships be-
tween fruiting plants and wild-
life. We saw the many vines 
with their differing means of 
climbing and the huge buttresses 
of many of the trees. We all 
wished that more than this 
eleven hectares could have been 
preserved and were acutely 
aware of the loss---it's so true 
that we don't know what we've 
got till it's gone. 

Royal spoonbill 
between the melaleucas 
sweeps the muddy path 
©Audrey Sorensen 
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Thirty four people attended a Native Stingless 
Bee Workshop at the Aldershot Community 
Hall on Sunday 17 May run by native bee ex-
pert Dr Tim Heard.  The workshop included 
comprehensive lectures accompanied by 
photos, items for sale and practical sessions 
to demonstrate the splitting of a hive, the 
extraction of honey (sugarbag) and waxes 
(cerumen) and the transfer of a native colony 
into a box. A delicious morning tea and lunch 
was topped off with icecream drizzled with 
sugarbag. 
 

“B” is for “bee” along with the pictorial representa-
tion of the introduced honeybee—that’s what we 
learnt at school and what we see in children’s 
books. No wonder so many of us grow up think-
ing that the honeybee is typical of all bees. 
 

The reality however is so very different.  Honey-
bees (genus: Apis) are but one of about  20,000 
species of bees worldwide  who possess little in  
common with the antics of those honeybees. 
Most are in fact not “social” like the honeybee  
(the Apis being the most highly socialized of all 
the bees) but solitary creatures and at most gre-
garious in nature. What makes a bee a bee 
though is pretty straight forward – it is the fact 
that the insect carries sacks of pollen back to the 
nest and this pollen is used as a source of food to 
feed their young. 
 

In Australia we have about 1600 named species 
of native bees. It might be surprising to learn that 
the sticky resin mass on your window sill is built 
by a Mastic (or Mason) Bee or the perfectly semi 
circular bites from your ginger leaves are the 
chewings of the Leafcutter Bee.  If you are a 
keen gardener you might have seen the beautiful 
Blue-banded Bee or the Carpenter Bee. These 
largely solitary bees lack any of the sophisicated 
social behaviour of the honeybee. 
 

However in Australia, we do have several spe-
cies of stingless bees (from the genera Trigona 
and Austroplebeia)  that have very highly devel-
oped social structures and produce a honey that 
for thousands of years has been known and used 
by the Aboriginal people. The “sugarbag” was 
highly prized for its culinary, medicinal, and cul-
tural attributes. Luckily for the peoples in the sub 
tropical and tropical regions of Australia this is 
where the native stingless bees live. 
 

The emphasis on “stingless” is purposeful.  
These bees might bite but they do not have a 
sting and barb like a honeybee and so can be 

more readily handled by humans.  So the practi-
cal demonstrations such as transferring a wild 
colony into a box and splitting a hive that we 
witnessed at the workshop can be carried out 
relatively incident free; save for a few bees acci-
dentally swallowed or taken home in the hair! 
 

Native stingless bees live in colonies like our 
introduced honeybee but the architecture of their 
homes is incredibly different. Most people are 
familiar with the vertical structure (combs) of the 
honeybees but our native species build their 
combs in a horizontal plane. The Trigona carbon-
aria, our local species, in fact build theirs in a 
spiral shape. Liike honeybees there is a defined 
caste system, but we were all taken by the fact 
that our Australian stingless  bees  were much 
more “democratic” as they take a much longer 
and fairer path to choose a new queen! 
 

While we learnt much about the bees morphology 
and behaviour it was the practical sessions of 
learning how to transfer a wild colony into a box, 
how to split a hive, how to extract honey, what it 
tastes like and the benefits of bees to our natural 
environment that had us converted into wannabe 
native bee keepers. 
 

We learned that each hive had to be about 10 
metres from each other and that the bees forage 
within a radius of 500 metres. In the wild a new 
colony is established close to the parent one and 
only after much investigation. When extracting 
honey from a hive you might expect to get about 
700ml / year (and as is sold for approximately 
$10 / 100ml, rudimentary maths calculations 
show that it is not a money making venture). On 
the plus side the honey is believed to have excel-
lent antibacterial / medicinal properties and while 
you taste the beautiful honey you are also ensur-
ing the continuation of yet another one of our 
species that is largely hollow dependent in the 
ever dwindling old forests of the area. 
 

The natural spread of the native stingless bees is 
relatively slow and restricted and therefore whole 
populations can be wiped out with localized fire 
or land clearing.  As they are important pollina-
tors of plants (eg Macadamia) and have a rightful 
place in our ecosystem, we, as wildlife protectors 
could help to ensure the survival of this species 
in our area by keeping hives that can help to 
reestablish and maintain the bee in the wild. 
 

This was an excellent workshop and we look 
forward to hearing from Tim again and also the 
fate of those hives bought on the day!  

 Native Stingless Bees Workshop  
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Photos 1,2,3: Tim splits a hive. The top box in 
the trio is where the honey is stored,  the lower 
two boxes contain the brood cells which are 
split.  The complements of the new boxes are 
then pieced with the old forming two new hives. 

Photo 2 

Photo 1 

Photo 3 

Photos above and below:  A natural 
hive is split with half the colony trans-
ferred into a breeding box. The new 
hive was placed on the old with their 
entrances facing opposite ways. Pres-
ence of queen cells throughout the 
brooding mass means a new queen 
will be reared when needed.   

Photos by Jenny Watts 
and Carol Bussey. 
Article by Jenny Watts 
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On a visit to Melbourne in April 2001, I was 
shown some trees full of bellbirds at War-
randyte and was told the birds were killing 
the trees. Wicked bellbirds!! The picture 
wasn’t totally clear then and probably still 
isn’t but it appears to be another case of 
man upsetting the balance of nature. 
 

What causes the eucalyptus 
dieback? Initially it was thought to be an 
inappropriate fire regime.  Lack of burning 
allows the understorey plants to  proliferate 
and nitrogen and moisture to build up in the 
soil. This increase in soil nutrients damages 
the root system of the eucalypts. The 
stressed tree produces foliage with higher 
sugar levels than normal. This attracts psyl-
lids (leaf devouring insects) which damage 
the tree and kill it. The theory is that more 
frequent fires will lower soil nitrogen and 
save the trees. 
 

Then bellbirds seemed to be the culprits. 
Psyllids encase their larvae inside encrusta-
tions of sweet lacquer called lerps. Bell min-
ers are honeyeaters and love lerps.  How-
ever, they do not kill the psyllids. Bellbirds 
are also aggressive and chase out other 
small birds which eat psyllids. Therefore, 
the bellbirds protect the psyllids, which mul-
tiply uncontrollably and damage the euca-
lypts. The theory was get rid of bellbirds 
and insectivorous birds will re-establish, eat 
the psyllids and save the trees. One land-
owner even got permission from the NSW 
government to kill 3000 bellbirds on his 
property to give other birds a chance to visit 

the area. How often is that our answer to 
problems when WE upset the balance of 
nature? One species proliferates, we then 
stigmatise that species and then kill it. Na-
tive wildlife we love to hate include ibises, 
noisy miners, eastern grey kangaroos, cur-
rawongs, and crows. 
 

Why do bellbirds proliferate? 
What is the current view on bellbird die-
back? When logging occurs, the canopy is 
opened up. This allows understorey plants 
to establish and spread, in particular, lan-
tana.  Bellbirds nest in the dense lantana 
understorey. Current control measures now 
involve destroying the lantana.  It takes a 
few years but this eventually lowers bellbird 
numbers. 
 

The best practice would be in-
telligent forestry practices 
whereby rehabilitation work is 
carried out to re-establish for-
est, and hence, the canopy, 
after logging has occurred. 
 

When forests were handed over by Forestry 
to National Parks, the forests were handed 
over after being thoroughly logged. Lack of 
forest rehabilitation meant an explosion of 
lantana understorey allowing increased 
breeding of bellbirds. Even so, getting bell-
bird populations back to normal is only one 
part of the solution to the complex prob-
lem of dieback. 
Source: ABC Radio National May 2, 2009.  

 
Bellbird Dieback  

 By Carol Bussey 

Psyllid affected eucalypt foliage  
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BOOK REVIEW by Merike Johnson  

When I heard that Queensland Conserva-
tion was hosting the launch of a book on 
population, I thought at last the 
‘conservation movement’ is recognizing 
excessive human population growth as 
the major problem facing the planet. 
However, it seems that conservation 
groups remain silent over the issue, and 
a chapter in the book “How Green 
Groups Distort the Population Debate”, 
explains why. 
 

The book is a mixture of awesome statistics 
interspersed with emotional text, and in-
cludes some deep philosophical questions 
for the reader to ponder on. 
 

Much of the emotive language is clearly 
borne out of frustration over the lack of ac-
knowledgement of the seriousness of over-
population, which is described as – a condi-
tion in which the community cannot live on 
its environmental ‘interest’ and so must de-
plete its ‘capital’. An over-populated country 
is not necessarily a crowded one. 
 

The world’s annual increase in population is 
about 79 million, which means that every 
week an extra 1.5 million people need food 
and somewhere to live. This amounts to a 
new city each week, somewhere, which will 
of course destroy more wildlife habitat. Just 
one of the many examples presented in the 
book; at the current rate of fertility, Ethiopia 
will grow from 69 to 94 million in 10 years. 
Already over 6 million Ethiopians live on 
“food aid” from the United Nations World 
Food Program. Here is one of the philoso-
phical dilemmas; the food aid makes possi-
ble for more population growth, therefore 
more deforestation, soil erosion, water pollu-
tion, and so on. Should we then give food 
aid? 
 

Australia’s total population reached 21 mil-
lion in 2007, and over the last 4 years Aus-
tralia’s fertility rates have been increasing. 
The maps showing areas with sufficient rain-
fall and fertile soils for crops tell the over-
population story for Australia. So it is frus-
trating that still the attitude is that both eco-
nomic and population growth are taken as 
given and the task is to try and build an envi-
ronmentally sustainable future around these 
pre-conditions. Which of course is impossi-
ble. 
 

Another of the philosophical dilemmas is 
illustrated by Tuvalu, a small low-lying Pa-
cific atoll. The Tuvaluvians are demanding 
compensation from the world for causing a 
rise in sea level which is reducing their living 
space. The reality is that while the sea level 
is rising (or maybe Tuvalu is sinking) by a 
few centimeters a decade, the Tuvalu popu-
lation is growing at a phenomenal rate. The 
Tuvaluvians would have known that it is the 
nature of atolls in cyclone prone areas that 
tides and currents periodically re-arrange 
their boundaries, so it was imprudent to 
populate an atoll so heavily that any change 
would cause distress. The dilemma for Aus-
tralia therefore is why should we rescue the 
Tuvaluvians when their problem is of their 
own making? 
 

While the book suffers from obvious bias 
over some matters, there is no doubt that 
anyone who reads the book will in future be 
reluctant to make personal sacrifices in re-
source use knowing that these will all be 
negated by an ever-increasing number of 
consumers.  
 

To order a copy at $20.00  (includes 
postage) and further information go to  
 www.australianpoet.com/books.html  

Overloading Australia  
How Government and Media Dither and Deny on Population 

By Mark O’Connor and William J. Lines 
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I t seems that Sara - grandmother, mum, 
wife, retired teacher and valued member 

of FCWPSQ was always destined to be in-
volved in the conservation and wildlife 
movement.  From her earliest memories in 
perhaps some of Australia’s most beautiful 
landscapes in the arid Centre to the present 
Land for Wildlife property at Burrum Heads 
she now cherishes with her husband, Sara 
has appreciated and wanted to learn as 
much as possible about the environment 
around her. She extended her passion for 
the natural environment to her study, her 
career, her way of life while raising chil-
dren, and now, she has no qualms about 
writing letters, lobbying governments and 
supporting groups who protect the environ-
ment while hoping that her grandchildren 
will see and experience the beautiful natural 
world as she has.  
 

O ne of Sara’s earliest memories as a 
child revolves around the 18 months 

that she spent living in Alice Springs, North-
ern Territory, where her father was a medi-

cal practitioner. She remembers the spec-
tacular landscapes around Alice Springs and 
Hermansberg. She remembers picnics in a 
dry Todd River and then being awed when 
it ran with the rains.  
 

L ater there was the beach house at 
Caloundra and Sara had her “shell col-

lection” – she was so passionate she knew 
the particular trough at the beach that 
yielded the best treasures, particularly the 
cowries, from the sea after a high tide and 
she loved to go to the museum in Brisbane 
to try to identify her shells. 
 

A s a teenager in the ‘50s Sara belonged 
to a natural history group in Brisbane. 

She remembers a trip to Springbrook and 
being  quite overwhelmed by the beech 
forests, the waterfalls, the wonderful trails 
that took her through the  “magical place”  
and  the glow worms.  And this was the 
place she saw her first bower bird nest. 
Sara went on to study biological science at 
university and then teach science in high 
school until she married and had a family – 
three girls and a boy.  
 

F or the period 1969 – 75 Sara and her 
family lived on Kangaroo Island off the 

SA coast. Initially they owned a shop and 
then acquired 80 acres and set about build-
ing a house using shell grit that was a by-
product from a local mineral sand extraction 
operation. Using concrete and shell grit 
they formed up walls of their home using 
old bottles and other cast offs for fillers and 
insulation in the process.  While following 
many “grassroots” practices at home such 
as building a wind scoop from 44 gallon 
drums that took only the freshwater from 
top of the (largely saltwater) soak, they 
were also involved in wildlife protection on 
the island. This included attempting to raise 
orphaned joeys and to care for Fairy Pen-
guins who had been affected by detergent 
mop ups after oil spills.  

Volunteer Profile—Sara Gerdsen 
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Mexican Feather Grass  
(Nassella tenuissima) 

 

Class 1 declared pest in 
Queensland 

Mexican Feather Grass was recently 
supplied to Queensland from a south-
ern wholesaler. It was mislabelled and 
sold in 2008 through Queensland nurs-
ery and landscape outlets as Stipa ca-
priccio or Stipa capillata. Landscapers 
have planted the grass in gardens or 
other areas as part of landscaping pro-
jects. Biosecurity Queensland is imple-
menting an emergency eradication re-
sponse to trace and retrieve plants with 
the objective of eradication. 
 

The grass is a densely tufted perennial 
tussock to about 70 cm high with 15-25 
cm seed heads. 
 

The problem 
Mexican Feather Grass has the potential to 
spread over millions of hectares in Queen-
sland, causing significant damage to graz-
ing land and replacing native grasses. 
 

What to do 
If you find a suspected Mexican Feather 
Grass plant, do not attempt to remove it as 
you may spread the seed. Email a photo of 
the suspect plant, along with your contact 
details, to callweb@dpi.qld.gov.au, or 
Call QPIF  13 25 23.   
For further information visit 
www.dpi.qld.gov.au 

W hile on Kangaroo Island the family 
often visited Flinders Chase National 

Park  where koalas and Cape Barren Geese 
were introduced from the mainland in an 
attempt to help preserve both species. The 
koalas bred too well and many food trees 
were destroyed.  Later when Sara and the 
family moved to Pine Rivers in Queensland 
they had koalas visiting trees in their one 
and a quarter acre backyard. There was 
also platypus in the creek at the end of the 
street which provided wonderful adven-
tures for her children. 
 

F amily considerations meant that Sara 
and her family left cold windswept 

Kangaroo Island forever for sunny Queen-
sland. Sara was not eligible for teacher 
registration in this state and so went back 
to study. She became interested in stu-
dents with special needs and earned her 
Master in Special Education. She spent 
many years then assisting students with 
special needs in high schools. When she 
requested a transfer to the Wide Bay re-
gion she was offered Hervey Bay Special 
School. This presented many challenges as 
Sara was required to work with students 
with multiple and relatively severe impair-
ments. But Sara stayed and loved the work 
until her recent retirement.   
 

F C WPSQ is  grateful for Sara’s involve-
ment in the local branch including be-

ing on the Executive in the past few years 
as secretary and minute secretary. Sara 
enjoys being with like minded people as 
those she finds in FC WPSQ and having the 
opportunity to continue to learn more 
about the environment. She is particularly 
interested in the Branch’s educational pro-
grams run for children and endeavours to 
assist as much as possible. Sara’s  hus-
band, Ben, an artist, is working toward a 
solo exhibition in Hervey Bay early next 
year. It is wonderful that we have such 
talented and committed people here who 
are so willing to appreciate, care for and 
enhance our natural environment.  
Article by Jenny Watts 
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WBBCC  
MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

 
 

  
The quarterly newsletter “WAMBALIMAN”  

is included in membership with multiple copies 
for associations by arrangement. 

 

I wish to join / renew my membership with 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council Inc. 

 

Membership:  $____________ 
 
Donation*:   $____________ 
 
TOTAL   $____________ 

 
NAME………………………………………… 
 
ADDRESS……………………………………. 
 
…………………………………...……………. 
 
Phone: . ……………………………………… 
 
Email:………………………………………… 
 
SIGNED ………………...……………………       
 
Date .........................……………..………….. 
 
Please return to: 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council 
PO Box 694 
MARYBOROUGH Qld 4650 
 

*Donation is a gift to WBBCC Inc. Public Fund. 
WBBCC Inc. is an endorsed deductible gift recipient 
on the Register of Environmental Organisations 
under the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997.  
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible. 

Date Claimers 

Annual Membership 
Single              $ 15.00 
Family group  $ 20.00 
Associations  $ 30.00 

World Environment Day 
Celebrations 

Greenfest! 
 Starts World Environment Day 

Friday 5th June  
Australia’s largest free green festival June 5-7  

City Botanic Gardens, Brisbane.  
This year’s festival features the world’s fastest 
electric car, the world’s top eco-fashion model, 
Australian chef of the year, top CRPS lawyers, the 
Byron Bay Film Festival, organic food, WWF, 200 
exhibitors and four stages of music and workshops.  

ART for EARTH 
invite you to  

Celebrate Reconciliation Week and 
World Environment Day 2009 

by helping create a large-scale image of 
Our  Dugong  Yuwang'kan 

 
Yuwang'kan (pronounced u-wonk-gaan) is Butchulla (local 

Aboriginal language) name for Dugong. 
 

 
 

SATURDAY  6  JUNE 
Dayman Park Urangan 

 

Free  Family  Fun   Day 
 

10 am-3 pm:  Hands-on participation to 
create large-scale Dugong artwork. 
Sausage sizzle and refreshments available. 
Conservation group stalls & crafts. 
 

2-4 pm: Live music, dance, & street theatre. 
 

3.30 pm:  Indigenous performers & Environ-
ment guest speakers.  
 

4.40 pm:  Public invited to light the 4000 
candle Dugong artwork at sunset. 


