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We Need Your Wildlife 

Photos! 
WPSQ are looking for good quality photo-
graphs of the native fauna of the Fraser 
Coast region, particularly of the more un-
usual and less seen wildlife; we don’t need 
100 photographs of Magpies, Kookaburras 
etc.  However, if you have something spe-
cial, let us have it.  We are looking for the 
full range of wildlife; insect-life, reptiles, 
amphibians, birds, mammals and fish, in-
cluding marine life.  
 

Our intention is to build up a library of pho-
tographs that we can have the right to use 
in publications, on information signs, pro-
motional material, information sheets for 
schools and such like for the benefit of the 
Society and the projects we undertake.  In 
any publication we produce we would ac-
knowledge the photographer.  We are ini-
tially looking for a full range of photo-
graphs that we can use on large, perma-
nent, wildlife information signs that we are 
erecting at various locations around the 
Arkarra Lagoons & Wetlands Reserve.  
 

Preference is for digital photographs.  
However, if you have good quality slides 
or printed photographs, we can get them 
transferred to digital.   
 
Erica Neate has agreed to act as our li-
brarian to store our library of photographs; 
Erica can be contacted on email  
erica.neate@bigpond.com, or by phone 
41287225.  
 

However there is some concern that photo 
files may be  too big to send  by email so if 
photographers are unable to compress 
their photographic file and they have more 
than three photographs to send, can they 
put them on a disc and post to c/- Erica 
Neate, 8 Meadow Drive, DUNDOWRAN 
BEACH, Hervey Bay, Qld 4655.  
Submitted by John Eggleston  



4 

This is at least bringing environmental issues 
to the general public and hopefully contribut-
ing to community awareness. 
 

The fight against Traveston Dam has had a 
great public awareness campaign through the 
efforts of Steve Posselt. It is about to enter a 
“legal injunction” phase, in which we 
(WBBCC) will, through Roger, be a lead 
agency (the money is coming from the Save 
the Mary group; barristers don’t come 
cheap). The aim is to force the hand of the 
Federal Government (Peter Garrett), which 
is yet to give the green light to the project. If 
Garrett has a remnant “green” hair left on 
his shaven head, or bone in his body, there is 
no way he could in conscience approve of the 
Traveston Dam being built. The failure of the 
Queensland State Government to meet the 
requirements of the Federal Government for 
the construction and completion of the Para-
dise Dam on the Burnett may be the legal 
precedent that stops the Traveston Dam on 
the Mary (and let Garrett off the hook!).  
Dr Tim Thornton, 10th  May 

The local government elections are now 
history and the new Fraser Coast Regional 
Council is bedded down (can anyone re-
member the outcry against shire amalga-
mations?). “Our candidate”, Roger Currie, 
did not make the cut, but he is undaunted 
and seemingly spurred on to even more me-
dia appearances and activities on behalf of 
WBBCC. 
 

Emma – Kate Currie (daughter of Roger & 
Deirdre) is our new coordinator (clearly a 
hereditary position / title). She has taken 
the bit between her teeth and, with the help 
of her Dad, is making great progress in the 
office. If you’re in Maryborough on a 
Wednesday or Friday, give her a call and 
drop in on her. 
 

Because Andrew McNamara is the Member 
for Hervey Bay we are seeing a lot more of 
him and environmental issues on our local 
TV news. (Between Roger and Andrew it 
has almost become compulsory viewing! A 
pity about all those car accidents, murders, 
rapes and other “headline news” items.) 

WBBCC President’s Comment 
By Dr. Tim Thornton 

Vale Tony Bradbury 
The recent death of FCWPSQ and WBBCC member, the much beloved Tony 
Bradbury,  was keenly felt by all sections of the Hervey Bay community.  Tony 
had a great love of wildlife and was a stout defender of the flying foxes of Tooan 
Tooan Creek. Although not a great one for attending meetings, Tony was always 
ready with a big smile to help with all the activities of the group. He constructed 
nestboxes, signs and a beautiful insignia for the society. He helped make the 
Whale Festival float, helped at our forums and, despite a bad back, shovelled 
mulch and planted and weeded at the flying fox colony.  Tony's actions in letter 
writing and publicising the plight of the colony along with the brave acts of other 
members led to WPSQ winning an award for the campaign and to the Queen-
sland government changing the law to make it illegal to disturb flying fox roosts. 
Our sincere sympathy to Tony's family. 
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Hello members of WBBCC and Wambaliman readers. My name 
is Emma-Kate Currie and I’m your new WBBCC Coordinator. 
You may be thinking “That name sounds familiar?” and you’d 
be right. Yes, I’m Roger’s daughter. I’m 26 years old and a 
mother to 4 year old son Elijah. I live in Hervey Bay, which has 
been my home town on and off for most of my life. It’s a beau-

tiful place but it has unfortunately changed a lot since my childhood and I feel it has, in 
some way, lost its charm. But like they say “You can’t stop progress!” which I think is a ter-
rible shame!  
 

Throughout my life (short as it is), I’ve felt a strong passion for protecting the environ-
ment and have been continuously angered by many of society’s, in particular my own 
generation’s, lack of values, and concern about our future and how the state of our envi-
ronment directly impacts on that. So in my role as coordinator, I hope to, at the very 
least, make some sort of a difference as to how my own local environment survives.  
 

As you probably all know by now WBBCC is hosting a free Environmental Law workshop, 
run by the EDO on the 29th of June (see back page) and we hope to have as many people 
attend as we can fit. The cut off number will be around 50, so if you’re interested, be 
sure to give me a ring in the office on Wednesdays or Fridays on 41233361, or send an 
email at wbbconservationc@bigpond.com and I’ll add you to the RSVP list.  
 

As you all know, the Traveston Crossing dam still continues to be one of the major issues 
our region is facing at present but more recently it has come to our attention that the ex-
ploration of coal in the Tiaro area could very well be a  possibility. I only hope we can 
successfully stop any such proposal.  
 

Until then lets all do our little bit towards protecting our future, whether it be recycling 
our household goods, using less water or pulling out weeds by hand instead of reaching 
for the roundup. Every little bit counts.     
Emma-Kate Currie., 12th May  

WBBCC ANNUAL REPORTS 
There was insufficient space to print the WBBCC annual reports in Wambali-
man—something that is usually done. People who attended WBBCC AGM were 
given a copy of the Annual Report then. If you are a WBBCC member and would 
like a copy please contact the Coordinator for a printed or  electronic copy.  

From the  WBBCC Coordinator’s Desk 
By Emma-Kate Currie 

WBBCC—Welcome to new members 
We welcome new members Chuck and Pat Rooskov, Valerie Richardson, Bill Price, and 
the Hervey Bay Library. Some members will have received a gentle reminder Subscrip-
tions Due flyer with this issue of Wambaliman. Peter Duck, Membership Officer 
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Our society is comprised of members from 
all walks of life with a huge range of knowl-
edge and skills that can be drawn on to as-
sist our cause.  All these diverse people are 
drawn together on two common grounds, a 
love of our natural environment and a wish 
to see as much as possible of it preserved 
in a viable and fully functioning way.  Mem-
bers fall into two distinct groups, the activ-
ists, those very committed members who 
carry out the on-the-ground work and the 
supporters, who swell the numbers in the 
membership and give weight and political 
clout to our movement. 
 

There are two distinct kinds of ac-
tivities that our organization under-
takes, the practical on-the-ground 
fieldwork to monitor and restore the 
natural environment and the lobby-
ing of our decision makers to bring 
about changes in policy affecting 
the natural environment.  
 

It is difficult to say which is the most impor-
tant of these activities, for both are very im-
portant in their own way.  The on-the-
ground activities of members are probably 
the most obvious, but it is the behind-the-
scenes lobbying to change policies that ad-
versely effect our natural environment that 
bring about the most dramatic changes.  By 
the same token however, if the work is not 
done in the field to rehabilitate, monitor and 
implement any changes in policy, then we 
are no further ahead. 
 

Types of Field Activities. 
Monitoring.  

OUR SOCIETY— 
Its Role and Activities. 

•The survival of our native flora and fauna. 
• The effects of man-created destruction.  
•The ongoing contamination of land and 
water by mankind’s activities.   
•The health of the natural environment.   
•The results of rehabilitation work. 
 

Rehabilitation.  
•The control of feral plant and animal species.   
•The replacement of feral species with the 
indigenous native plant and animal species.   
•The restoration of landscapes and waterways. 

 

To undertake this work we need will-
ing volunteers, the greater the num-
ber the more we can achieve. 
 

Levels of Lobbying Activities.      
•Federal Government. 
•State Government. 
•Local Government. 
•Business Leaders. 
•Private Individuals. 

 

Lobbying activities carried out by dedicated 
members who have the right knowledge and 
abilities, attempt to persuade those people 
in positions of power to make the necessary 
changes to our laws, regulations and poli-
cies that will help to protect our natural envi-
ronment.  They work behind the scenes us-
ing logical argument and the presentation of 
facts to persuade these people in positions 
of power to make these changes. 
 

This is where our supporter members play 
their important part, for to be listened to by 
politicians and community leaders, we need 
numbers in our membership, as many as 

Fraser Coast WPSQ President’s Comment 
by John Eggleston 

Our society is not a political organization and  
we do not employ confrontational tactics. 

Continued on page 7 
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 Living with Urban Wildlife Forum 
By Diane Christensen 

Backyards will not be the same after residents of the Fraser Coast listened 
to the excellent speakers at the Urban Wildlife Forum held at the Boat 
Club, Urangan on March 2.  By now, invasive weeds will have been 
eradicated, caterpillars left to live an easy life chomping on garden shrubs 
and lots of natives trees planted to attract the neighbourhood's birds.  If 
Nic Nattrass’s  mantra “Bloody Sheenas' Gold” has been activated, there 
will be piles of this ubiquitous weed at the Council dump.  
 
Many eager wildlife buffs listened intently as each speaker advised how to convert their 
backyards into wildlife sanctuaries, thereby cohabiting with our friends.  Nic, in giving 
permission for the grass not be cut regularly, elicited some comforting sighs from all the 
gardeners.  From this point in time, manicured lawns were “out”. 
 
Mary Starky demonstrated the differences between the different species of flying foxes, 
and explained how crucial a role they play in pollinating our native forests.  Martin from 
Geckos Wildlife thrilled the audience, especially the children present, with his live col-
lection of snakes, possums, lizards and bats.  Everyone was enthralled to see the rarely-
sighted Bare-Breasted Button Quail. 
 
Alan Franks displayed his hollow homes and used slides to show the variety of wildlife 
that inhabits them.  The video of  first pseudo-flight of baby Wood Ducks will not be 
forgotten.  Dr. Greg Baxter highlighted the need for vigilance in protecting our diminish-
ing koala population. 
 
Entertainment was provided by Audrey Sorrensen reciting her own nature poetry and 
Andrew Muscat-Clark singing  an Aboriginal chant and Handel aria. 
 
All who attended, left with a greater awareness and respect for the Fraser Coast's native 
flora and fauna and I am sure, a greater determination to protect and nurture. 

possible.  Politicians at all levels and  business leaders 
are most persuaded by the number of people who care, 
for those same people are most likely to vote for them, 
or do business with them if they do the right thing.   
 

We need to concentrate on swelling our number of sup-
porting members to give our society the political clout it 
so desperately needs.  From amongst these supporting 
members will also come the small percentage of people 
who will become committed on the ground activists.  To 
do this we need to look at how other environmental 
groups such as WWF and Greenpeace go about getting 
membership and support.  John Eggleston   

Our Society—Its Role and Activities continued from page 7 Below: one of the beautiful im-
ages—an Osprey taken by WPSQ 
member,  Andrew Muscat-Clarke 
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for Fraser Island. After due consideration 
members voted against supporting Norma's 
Dingo sanctuary proposal. 
 
Schools' Water Fun Morning at 
the Botanic Gardens 
 

Our branch presented one of the activities 
for this event organised by Andrew Ricket, 
our Education Officer also wearing his 
Coastal Water Alliance hat. Audrey Soren-
sen devised a "Wetlands Walk" along the 
lake. Students were encouraged to observe 
and draw the plants and animals in and 
around the water. To conclude the activity 
Audrey showed the students two preserved 
specimens which might be part of this eco-
system, a Pink-tongued Lizard and a Keel-
back (snake) - lots of interest in these. A 
brief discussion about food webs concluded 
the presentation. 
 
 
 
Arkarra Working Bee 
 

Our President, John needs to go into hospi-
tal for a heart operation. So he can relax, a 
working bee was arranged to ensure that 
plants for Arkarra went into the ground be-
fore he goes to Brisbane. Over two morn-
ings, 90 plants were planted and mulched. 
Many thanks to all members who came to 
help. People from the Friends of Arkarra 
and the Vine Forest also lent a hand. Tina's 
current Greencorp will monitor the plants 
and water as necessary. 
 
Cycle for Change (see article page 10) 
 

On Sunday 29th April 56 riders lined up to 
cycle from ESA Park at Point Vernon to 
Dayman Park, Urangan. This event was An-
drew's last educational activity for the 
branch as he is off on a trip around the 
world. Have a great time Andrew and don't 
forget to write! 

Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ 
By Sara Gerdsen  

 

Congratulations Sue Brooks 
 

We are  delighted that you have been 
elected to the new FCRC and that you are 
in charge of our favourite portfolio. 
 

Sue's snorkelling group continues to meet 
weather permitting. A trip to Lady Elliott Is-
land is being planned.  If you would like to 
join the group contact Sue direct. 
 
 
 
Living with Urban Wildlife Forum 
 

125 people attended the Sunday forum, 2 
March. Our keynote speaker Ric Natrass 
spoke about the various native species 
which live in the urban environment and 
shared photos of his  fauna friendly garden. 
Speaker, Mary Starky reassured people 
about flying foxes and  Gai Ah Qui, Hervey 
Bay Compliance Officer  spoke about re-
sponsible pet ownership. After lunch Allan 
Franks talked about the importance of hol-
lows; whether natural or man-made. Dr. 
Greg Baxter explained the research being 
done on  koala populations.  
 

The forum also featured live animals. One 
carer from Bundaberg attended with a glider 
and  Geckoes Wildlife presentations shared 
the stage with a variety of native animals. 
 

The forum closed with a panel discussion. 
Special thanks to Melanie and Chris our 
MCs, Audrey Sorensen who shared her na-
ture poetry and Andrew's musical contribu-
tion. To all members who helped on the day 
your contribution was appreciated. 
 
Dingo Forum (see article opposite) 
 

To ensure members had all the facts before 
deciding whether or not to support a pro-
posed  dingo sanctuary, Col Lawton from 
QPWS was invited to talk to members 
about the current dingo management policy 
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STAY OF EXECUTION  
by Dumell McDonald, WPSQ Fraser Coast member 
POPULATION CONTROL for the IBIS    

Anembo Lakes in Torquay, Hervey Bay, attracts to its islands and foreshores a roosting 
population of Australian White Ibis along with numerous other "water birds" - Egrets, Dart-
ers, Cormorants. The concerns of some (unknown number) of residents whose homes 
line the shores, that the roosting and nesting ibis are a pest, led to the Hervey Bay City 
Council engaging a consultancy firm to provide a management plan for their control. This 
plan includes the oiling of eggs to prevent incubation and /or removal of nests. 
 

When brought before Council in December 2007, strong arguments were made by con-
cerned WPSQ members against the plan being implemented in its entirety. Council 
unanimously resolved that "appropriate officers continue liasing with WPSQ and other 
appropriate wildlife groups, the local community, and EPA to develop a recommended 
strategy to manage the population of Anembo Lakes. This strategy to be brought to 
Council prior to the 2008 breeding season." 
 

Before any controversial control measures are considered, data should be available to 
assess whether there is indeed a potential problem. (How many is too many!!) In view of 
this, WPSQ Fraser Coast agreed to monitor the roosting population by carrying out 
monthly counts over a period of six months to June 2008. At the end of this period will the 
decision be made to implement the actions recommended ? Can further arguments be 
made to extend the "Stay of Execution." 
 

Suggested Reading 
Wingspan (Birds Australia), Vol 18, No 1, March 2008 
Ibis Invasion Scribbly Gum www.abc.net.au/science/indepth 

DINGO FORUM  by Diane Christensen 
On March 2, members of the Fraser Coast Wildlife Preservation Society held a public 
forum to discuss future strategies for the management of the Fraser Island dingo.  This 
meeting was called due to the concern of community members who are not satisfied that 
the dingoes are being treated humanely and too many are being culled in their aggressive 
search for food. 
 

Col Lawton from QPWS presented a comprehensive talk on what the Service was doing 
to reduce the number of dingo attacks on the public.  He stressed the vital need for visi-
tors to abstain from feeding them as any interference can exasperate the incidence of at-
tacks. 
 

In opposition to this view, Norma Hannant, a longtime resident of the Island, proposed 
the establishment of a dingo sanctuary, where the animals can be fed and cared for gen-
erally.  She stressed that the safety of residents and tourists would be assured and that 
the endangered dingo would be preserved. 
 

Col Lawton told the audience that this proposition would result in more slaughter as ado-
lescent dingoes would be vying for limited space to set up packs of their own.  Nothing 
was resolved at the forum that would produce a perfect solution to the problem which in 
essence is the cohabitation of the dingo with a burgeoning tourist population and dimin-
ishing natural food supply.  
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A very enjoyable Sunday morning was experienced by participants in the Cycle for Change on 20 
April . Along route from Point Vernon to Urangan. , the 56 riders, including 17 children, were 
informed by guest speakers of the natural attractions found in the area. 
 
Ranger Wayne Matthews and Maria Zann spoke of the nesting turtles and the growth of the 
coral reef respectively at Point Vernon while Carol Bussey informed  the group of the three 
different kinds of flying foxes at the bat colony at Tooan Creek.  The next stop provided a 
most welcome fruit break and a talk by Andrew Rickert on the stormwater drain at Torquay.  
Carla McKenzie reminded all the riders of what they could do to reduce greenhouse gases be-

fore a barbeque lunch was 
relished at Dayman Park, 
Urangan.  Mininster Andrew 
McNarama brought home the 
ominous fact that we cannot 
stop global warming but any 
action now will help to reduce 
its effects. 
 
All riders returned home with 
a comprehensive overview of 
how we can protect Hervey 
Bay's natural heritage and a 
commitment to play their part 
as crusaders for the fight 
against warming.  
Article by Diane Christensen 

Cycle for Change 
A family bike ride to promote awareness of climate change 

ESA Park, Point Vernon to Dayman Park, Urangan  

Above: Diane & Sara take care of the  registrations for the ride. 
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GREAT SANDY BIOSPHERE PROPOSED 
 

Compiled with notes from Carol Bussey and Carl Moller 
 

Is our area one of great natural beauty? 
Can we adopt sustainable practices in our everyday life and work? 

 

The Burnett Mary Regional 
Group for Natural Resource 
Management  (BMRG) obvi-
ously think so as they have 
nominated the area from north 
of Noosa to Bundaberg with 
United  Nations Educational,  
Scientific and Cultural  
Organisation (UNESCO) as 
part of their Man and the Bio-
sphere program. 
 

BMRG Communications Officer, 
Carl Moller, told an audience of 14 people at an information session on April 23 that this 
area was valuable in that tropical and temperate ecosystems overlap here and that the 
area has outstanding biodiversity values. Carl said “Not many people realise that we 
have internationally significant wildlife right here in this region. We have some of the 
rarest trees, unusual animals and most interesting landscapes in the world.”  
 

The biosphere designation has no regulatory powers but is given in recognition that an 
area is one where the environment, agriculture and industry can harmoniously co-exist.  
So far 14 biospheres have been declared in Australia. The two areas most similar to us 
would be the Noosa biosphere and the Mornington Peninsula in Victoria.  
 

Being a biosphere facilitates three activities: conservation, promotion of sustainable 
practices and a marketing tool for tourism, organic products and to attract funding dol-
lars from overseas. Carl said that the “Man and the Biosphere” program recognises that 
the best way to protect biodiversity is not to “lock up” land, but to integrate it with eco-
nomic development. Instead of thinking in terms of “Development versus Conserva-
tion”, the program makes room for both. 
 

The selection of the boundaries of the nominated area was based on geomorphology and 
the need to limit the size to facilitate the chance of success. BMRG requires the support 
from local, State and Federal Governments before the nomination can be forwarded to 
the UNESCO. 
 

Whilst biosphere status has no element of compulsion, the status can be withdrawn if 
very environmentally degrading practices are maintained. 
 

For further details, contact Communications Officer Carl Moller on 41812999 ext 118 or 
visit www.bmrg.org.au 
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Scats Tracks and Other Traces 
Wildlife Identification Workshop 

By Jenny Watts 

About 15 people attended the half day Wildlife Identification Workshop at The Urangan 
Community Centre in Hervey Bay on the 29 March, one of the free workshops and events 
organised by Conservation Partnerships Officer, Melanie Mott. This workshop aimed to 
give us skills on how to identify wildlife by recognising scats, tracks and other traces, as 
well as seeing some live animals. 
 

Very ably conducted by Martin Finland from Geckoes Wildlife, we all played bush detec-
tive looking (and sniffing – at our peril sometimes) various bits and pieces of animal skin, 
bone, droppings, pellets, and nesting material. And we were versed on the importance of 
prints, sounds and odours.  
 

Martin suggests that building a sand bar or sand trap (at least 2 cm thick) is a great way 
to view prints which animals leave. As a general rule, paired (or alternate paired) tracks 
are left by birds, obvious front and back footprints suggest mammals, a continuous trail 
with foot prints suggests the body and/or tail of a lizard and a continuous trail with no 
footprints suggests a snake or legless lizard or an invertebrate. 
 

Skins shed by reptiles prove invaluable for identification. Then there are feathers and fur. 
But the most intriguing of all is scat identification – and what amazed me was that some 
of them were 12 months fresh! (And looked and smelt like it too!) 
 

Foremost is to distinguish between faecal matter or a regurgitated pellet or chewing from 
an owl or flying fox. Regurgitated matter is usually less digested and contains stuff that is 
more intact and recognisable (seeds, bones, feathers…). Scats are of two kinds. Firstly, 
those with a mixture of dark and white (uric acid) which are deposited from birds 
(usually sloppy) and reptiles (firm). Secondly, amphibians, mammals and invertebrates 
have no white material (uric acid) present. Frog and toad scats are usually pellet shaped 
and have lots of insect fragments. Invertebrates often pile their scats in large numbers 
and are composed of fines wood and plant material. Mammal scats are more variable. 
The contents usually give clues as to whether the animal was a herbivore (has fibre or 
seed material and no strong odour), omnivore (variety of materials, seeds and insects) or 
carnivore (feathers, fur, bone fragments, pungent, strong odour). 
 

Just when all this poo was really getting to me (well the smelly ones anyway), Martin in-
troduced us to some live animals including lots of cute furry brown ones. Apart from the 
very fascinating Spotted Quoll they smelt okay.  
 

Martin’s recommendations for good general references were: 
• Wildlife of Greater Brisbane, Queensland Museum Publication 
• Encyclopedia of Australian Wildlife, Reader’s Digest 
• Tracks, Scats and Other Traces by Barbara Triggs, Oxford University Press 
He also stressed that the Queensland Museum is always willing, efficient and thorough in 
animal identification from photos, descriptions and material fragments sent to them.  
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Ruby with a Spinifex Hopping Mouse 

Bettong—Photo taken by Ruby 

Melanie examines a “bag of bones” 

Martin with  his live animals 



14 

The concept of 
“wetland conserva-
tion” was originally 
promoted by duck 
shooters with a vested 
interest in protecting 
the future of their 
sport. Then a general 
“environmental con-
sciousness” developed 
worldwide in the 
1960’s which precipi-
tated a flurry of activity relating to wet-
lands, the most important of which was the 
Ramsar Convention. 
 

On the 2nd February 1971, in the Iranian 
city of Ramsar, representatives of 18 Na-
tions, including Australia, signed a global 
intergovernmental treaty “The Ramsar 
Convention” which promotes the conserva-
tion and wise use of wetlands and their re-
sources. Since 1971 the number of con-
tracting parties has grown from the original 
18 to 158 (as of February 2008). Austra-
lia’s Cobourg Peninsula in the Northern 
Territory was the first wetland site to be 
listed as a “Wetland of International Impor-
tance”. Currently the number of sites desig-
nated on the Ramsar list is 1720. Australia 
now has 64 sites of which 5 are in Queen-
sland (Moreton Bay, Bowling Green Bay, 

Currawenya Lakes, 
Shoalwater and Corio 
Bays, Great Sandy 
Straits). 
 

New wetlands around 
the world continue to be 
added to the List. The 
criteria for listing as a 
Ramsar site are broad 
and severely degraded 
wetlands as well as con-

structed impoundments are listed. It is note-
worthy that the “wise use” provision en-
ables human use of wetlands, including 
duck hunting. In Australia the Ramsar List 
is supplemented by the “Directory of Im-
portant Wetlands in Australia”. Currently 
(2008) 904 wetlands are listed of which 
Queensland has 210 wetlands nationally 
recognized. 
 

Primarily as a result of the Ramsar Conven-
tion there is now a plethora of international, 
national and state; Policies, Strategies, 
Plans, Agreements, Treaties, Conventions, 
Recommendations, Guidelines, Programs 
and Protocols, which relate to treatment of 
wetlands in Australia. In Queensland alone 
there are forty four (44) statutory instru-
ments and International Agreements dealing 
with wetland conservation.  
 

Swamps, bogs, marshes, fens, moors, carrs, peatlands, billabongs, potholes, 
muskeg, slough, pocosins, bottomlands and wetlands, humans have always had 
an ambiguous relationship with these landforms which are neither dry land nor 
deep water. Human civilizations and agriculture began around wetlands and 
many populations even to-day are entirely dependent on wetland resources. But 
at the same time humans have feared and mistrusted these environments, they 
have been perceived as dangerous, hostile, disease ridden, smelly, sinister, 
places of evil, home of the dead, of monsters, source of myths and horror movies. 

From Dismal Swamp to Priceless Wetland 
By Merike Johnson 
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One of my favourite pastimes is photographing 
wildlife in our region.  However, heavy work 
commitments meant I had not been in the bush 
for several weeks.  At last I had a free day, and 
travelled 50km to a creek where I hoped to pho-
tograph a particular bird.  Unfortunately, I could-
n’t find the bird, let alone get a photo, so I 
headed for home, a bit disappointed.  I was al-
most home when I spotted a snake on the road. 
 

I quickly stopped the car to have a closer look.  
It was a green tree snake, stretched out with its 
head and neck raised.  I grabbed the camera, 
changed lenses, slowly opened the car door and 
took a couple of photos.  I was about 6 metres 
from the snake.  After a while, it decided to 
move off the road, and I decided to follow. 
 

The snake stopped in thick 
grass and I was able to ap-
proach it slowly.  I took a 
few close up photos of its 
head, admiring the yellow 
colours.  The snake then 
moved towards some trees, but I ran quickly in 
front to block its path.  I stood still and the snake 
came right towards me.  It got to my shoes and 
started to raise its body up my legs, towards my 
crotch.  It obviously thought I was a tree.  My 
shirt was not tucked in, and the snake was look-
ing at it very intently, perhaps thinking it was a 
piece of loose bark to crawl under.  I pulled my 
shirt tight and the snake froze in fear. 
 

For almost 5 minutes, the snake stared at me 
and I stared at the snake.  Its head was still a 
foot from the ground, and it was still right be-
tween my legs.  The only movement it made 
was the flicking of its tongue.  I slowly removed 
my hat and threw it a couple of metres away, 
thinking the snake would move away.  It merely 
glanced at the hat, then stared back towards 
me.  I slowly shifted one foot away, then the 
other.  The snake just looked at each foot, but 
did not move away.  I gently crouched down and 
took a few photos, and eventually the snake 
slithered away. 
 

The whole experience was not frightening – 
green tree snakes have no venom.  However, it 
gave me a thrill to see such a beautifully col-
oured creature at close range.  Best of all, I re-
turned home with a decent wildlife photo and no 
disappointment.   

A Close Encounter of the 
Reptilian Kind by Carl Moller 
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Photo 36 

We had a pair put their nest right over our driveway in the outermost branches of a wattle.  
It was cup shaped and  woven out of bark and grass.  Unfortunately the birds were very 
shy and zipped off through the trees whenever we appeared. 
 
The female oriole builds the nest.  She then lays 2-4 eggs. She makes a charming chirring 
call.   As the birds were so shy, we didn’t know there were any babies until we heard them 
chirruping one day and also saw one of the parents feeding them (in a careless moment 
when it let us watch).   
 
Usually the babies were quiet.  However, one day persistent chirping led me to a young-
ster sitting out on a branch.  The next two days there was torrential rain so I expected the 
worst.  However, a few days later 2 babies were calling in a tree about 30 metres from the 
nest. The parent zipped away in its usual shy manner. 
 
Orioles are related to the much bolder and gregarious figbird.  The male figbird has the 
distinctive featherless red patch around the eye. Both species eat fruit and insects.  Trees 
that orioles like to eat from include white cedar, Trema aspera (poison peach) and figs. 
 
You have undoubtedly heard of the Baltimore Orioles - the American baseball team.  The 
American bird is smaller than ours, has a bright yellow breast and is not related.  

Olive Backed Oriole 
 

Australia is lucky in that some of the commonest 
birds are still quite lovely. 
 
One of these is the Olive Backed Oriole.  Not a 
strikingly colourful bird but it has a bright red 
eye and a neat striated breast.  And luckily for 
people trying to identify it, it says its own name! 
Oolie –ool, oolie-ool.  

Photos and Article by  Carol Bussey 
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When the larvae of the Bag-shelter Moth leave their tree to pupate or 
to seek a new food tree they travel in long chains – from head to toe. 
At this stage which is usually in summer or autumn the very hairy cat-
erpillars are known as “Processionary Caterpillars”.   
 
Unfortunately for these caterpillars photographed on the road into the 
Wongi Waterholes last weekend, most of the 100s of siblings didn’t 
make it across. The procession was broken by a car tyre which killed a 
few individuals and  disorientated the group. The remaining grubs 
were unable to orientate and regroup quickly enough to get out of the 
way of the next vehicle. 
 
The caterpillars are brownish in colour and covered with very long 
pale hairs which cause severe irritation, including itching and other 
allergic reactions to humans if touched. This feature earns them their 
other common name of “Itchy Grub”. 
 

The caterpillars are usually in wattle trees and large numbers rest 
during the day in silken bags at the base of the tree (in coastal areas) 
and high in the canopy (in the inland areas). The moth itself is quite 
pretty – brown with white markings and yellow-orange abdomens. The 
females are larger and more patterned than the males.    

Follow-the-Leader 
By Jenny Watts 

After a very relaxed and effi-
cient monthly meeting held at 
Ullulah Lagoons in Marybor-
ough on May 3, members of 
FC WPSQ enjoyed a sausage 
sizzle and then traipsed off in 
two groups to go spotlighting. 
The evenings meanderings 
(between the two groups)  re-
vealed 10 koalas, a squirrel 
glider, a feathertail glider and 
a possum and some very satis-
fied spotlighters. 

Spotlight on Maryborough’s Police 
Paddock, Environmental Park  
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VOLUNTEER PROFILE 

 

As a 19 year old student, Joan became an 
activist with Animal Liberation 
(Melbourne) and began her commitment to 
the environmental and animal welfare 
movements to which now at (nearly) 81 
she is still involved.  She remembers well 
the animal rights issues – battery hens and 
duck shooting – and the protests – and the 
arrests. In fact she was arrested twice but 
not charged. She remembers during the 
duck season racing the retriever dogs to 
dead birds. This was a campaign to raise 
awareness of the illegal shooting of spe-
cies and the vulnerability of the Freckled 
Duck. In retrospect she realized it was a 
risky mission traipsing around swamps in 
the half dark with shooters.  

Joan Coutts, Life Member WPSQ 

 

Joan grew up in suburban Melbourne and attended the Early Childhood Education Col-
lege in Melbourne where her studies led to teaching. She later studied externally com-
pleting studies in Special Education and going on to work with autistic and blind children 
at the Melba Centre in suburban Melbourne delivering early intervention programs. She 
is proud that her work at the time was ground breaking for people with disabilities. Mar-
ried at 23, Joan had a family and worked in teaching until she was 55.  
 

Raising a family of four children took time and Joan’s involvement in environmental is-
sues was concentrated at a more local level such as seed collecting for plant regeneration 
in the Mt Dandenong region.  In the 60s Joan joined the Australian Conservation Foun-
dation (ACF) and joined in the protests and demonstrations when she could.  
 

In the early 80s Joan joined the People for Nuclear Disarmament (political party). She 
joined hundreds of thousands of others then who took part in the rallies and festivals at 
that time calling for an end to the arms race.  “I knew Peter Garrett then; this is when he 
had hair!” 
 

Just over 20 years ago, the ill health of her husband (who, although not as active in the 
environmental movement as she, was always supportive) made for a climate change for 
them and they settled in Booral on bush acreage. Joan joined her local WPSQ group and 
was President for many years. She was particularly active at the time when the group had 
an office in the Urangan Community Centre and a shop in Main Street, Pialba. She very 

Continued next page 
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Joan Coutts, continued …much enjoyed the shop which had a retail section as well 
as offering promotion for the local WPSQ group and issues. Although rostered to work 
voluntarily one day a week she often found herself there on two. Joan also played a prom-
inent role in WPSQ’s program to protect and  educate people about the Hervey Bay bats.  
 

These days Joan mans a 24 hour Wildlife Animal Rescue line where she can give advice 
and refer callers to carers. She is still active in the local Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ at-
tending meetings, workshops and outings.  
 

Raised in the Baptist church Joan is now a follower of the Baha’i Faith. She says her 
faith has taught her enormous respect for all life on earth, and given her a deep spiritual-
ity which has steered her to be so passionately involved in the animal welfare and envi-
ronmental causes for much of her adult life.  
Article by Jenny Watts, photo by Carol Bussey 
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        Book Review by Carol Bussey 

Australia’s Mammal Extinctions 
Chris Johnson 

Cambridge University Press 2005 
 Price: $49.95 

As can be discerned from the publisher, 
the price and the fact that the author is a 
professor at James Cook University, this is 
not a book to be taken lightly. 
It is extremely interesting loaded with in-
formation of the origin and decline of our 
mammals. For instance, did you know that 
marsupials originated in northeast China, 
travelled to North America, down to South 
America, through Antarctica and to Aus-
tralia? 
Johnson describes the three waves of ex-
tinctions/declines which occurred to our 
mammals: the extinction of the 
megafauna, the middle Holocene declines 
as human population increased and the 
post-European extinctions. 
A comprehensive review of data available 
from different dating methods of fossils 
and human remains leads Johnson to the 
conclusion that predation by humans led to 
the extinction of the megafauna. Man was 
widespread, though not numerous, in Aus-
tralia 45,000 years ago. A very moderate 

rate of hunting could have lead to the 
extinction of  slow breeding large ani-
mals. 
Then the climate in Australia changed 
becoming more arid and flammable.  
About 6000 years ago, man began using 
fire as a hunting aid, his hunting tools 
became more sophisticated and 4000 
years ago the dingo arrived.   
 When Europeans arrived, they hunted 
two species to extinction – the Toolache 
wallaby and the thylacine.  Europeans 
also contributed to the extinction of other 
small animals by removal of the under-
storey with sheep and rabbits, the intro-
duction of the fox and the removal of the 
dingo. 
Our small marsupials have survived with 
the dingo for 4000 years but the arrival 
of Europeans and their animals has led to 
a wave of extinctions.  It is apparent that 
the  survival of our small marsupials de-
pends on a return of the understorey and 
the dingo to the environment.    
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WBBCC  
MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

 
 

  
The quarterly newsletter “WAMBALIMAN”  

is included in membership with multiple copies 
for associations by arrangement. 

 

I wish to join / renew my membership with 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council Inc. 

 

Membership:           $____________ 
 
Donation*:               $____________ 
 
TOTAL                    $____________ 

 
NAME………………………………………… 
 
ADDRESS……………………………………. 
 
…………………………………...……………. 
 
Phone: . ……………………………………… 
 
Email:………………………………………… 
 
SIGNED ………………...……………………       
 
Date .........................……………..………….. 
 
Please return to: 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council 
PO Box 694 
MARYBOROUGH Qld 4650 
 

*Donation is a gift to WBBCC Inc. Public Fund. 
WBBCC Inc. is an endorsed deductible gift recipient 
on the Register of Environmental Organisations 
under the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997. Dona-
tions of $2 or more are tax deductible. 

Date Claimers 

Annual Membership 
Single              $ 15.00 
Family group  $ 20.00 
Associations   $ 30.00 

Environmental  
Defenders Office QLD 

 

FREE  
 

Environmental 
Law 

Workshop 
  

Learn how the community 
can access information and 
have a voice in urban devel-
opment, town planning, 
coastal, vegetation and fed-
eral environment laws. 
 

Presented by  
EDO Lawyers  

Jo Bragg and Larissa Waters 
 

Chaired by 
 WBBCC Water Policy Officer 

Roger Currie 
 

Date: Sunday, 29 June 2008 
Time: 11am for 12—5pm 
(early lunch provided) 
Venue: 
Maryborough Neighbourhood 
Centre,  
25 Ellena St, Maryborough 
 
RSVP:  
wbbconservationc@bigpond.com 
or 4123 3361 
 
Thanks to the Legal Practitioners In-
terest on Trust Account Fund for a 
grant to EDO to run this workshop. 


