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Editor’s note. There were no letters from members for this issue. I received  several 
articles and many photos and I am sorry if some have not been published. Some will 
be held over until the next issue. Due to a lack of space there is no Volunteer Profile. 

Next issue…… 
We welcome contributions from  members. We have a “members 
have their say” for any letters, be it in response to an article, telling 
us something of interest or giving your opinion.  Send contributions 
by email to duckz@bigpond.net.au or post, PO Box 694 Maryborough. 
Submissions for Winter Wambaliman 2007  due by the start of August 2007. 

Autumn 2007 
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The good news for the year is that our 
membership has increased.  Whether this 
is the result of Traveston Dam being fast 
tracked and creating a lot of anguish and 
anger in the Mary River catchment com-
munity or, whether it is due to Roger’s 
very high profile as Coordinator and ac-
tive presence in the media or, a greater 
awareness in the community that 
WBBCC provides a strong independent 
voice for protection of biodiversity and 
ecological sustainability and is committed 
to communicating with all levels of gov-
ernment to promote those aims, I don’t 
know.  I suspect it is a combination of all 
three, and I hope the trend will continue. 
Roger has been a great ambassador and 
has maintained a high profile in the media 
during his three years as Coordinator. 
Congratulations to Roger and many 
thanks for your three years of dedication 
to WBBCC; putting in the extra hours and 
keeping things ticking over when the 
money (inevitably) ran out.  I’m sure eve-
ryone will join with me in wishing Roger 
every success in his new full time posi-
tion. I know he will enjoy the much 
greener economic pastures that go with 
the job. 
 

It has been another financially strained 
year, with the State Government grant for 
the 2005/06 year not being received until 
April 2006 and the promised on-going 
funding due in July 2006 not being re-
ceived until December 2006. I wrote di-
rectly to new Minister, Lindy Nelson-Carr 
in September 2006, and made numerous 
calls to the EPA Market Strategy Unit.  
Problems had occurred because internal 

re-organisation had taken place within the 
EPA, with the Strategy Unit now responsi-
ble for sending out the cheques.  A new ac-
quittal form had to be signed and returned, 
resulting in the grant arriving just before 
Christmas.  Funding from the State Govern-
ment is now to be paid at the beginning of 
each financial year for four years; com-
mencing 2006/07 through to 2009 (ref. let-
ter from. Minister Nelson-Carr, 7.11.07).  
Presumably it will then be necessary to 
make a new application.  Thanks are due to 
the Minister for her assistance in getting the 
matter resolved. 
 

Confusion also arose because WBBCC’s 
financial year ends on 31 December.  It has 
now been determined that completion of a 
‘Statement of Revenue and Expenditure’  
form signed by the President and the audi-
tor is to be completed and forwarded to 
EPA immediately after the end of the nor-
mal financial year, ie. 30 June, advising that 
a copy of the audited account will be for-
warded when completed after 31 December.  
This should result in a much earlier receipt 
of the State Government grant monies. 
 

We thank the State Government for this 
continuing funding. It is important that 
WBBCC continues to be able to respond to 
green papers and draft planning documents 
and provide a representative on consultative 
committees such as the Coastal Manage-
ment Planning  Advisory Committee  Also 
to have input into high impact proposals 
such as the Traveston Dam, and aquaculture 
in Hervey Bay. 
 

I reiterate yet again that other sources of 
funding, and/or donations must be forth-

  WBBCC 

By Pam Soper 

Annual Report for March 2006-07 as 
presented at the AGM 18 March  2007 
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coming if we hope to be really effective. It is 
important that WBBCC remains a strong, 
independent voice for protection of the natu-
ral environment, and continues to provide 
advice and support to affiliated organisa-
tions and other local community groups. 
 

It has been put to me that perhaps Conserva-
tion Councils no longer have a role; after all 
we now have the Burnett Mary Regional 
Group.  The BMRG, which is a not for 
profit organisation, was set up to oversee 
natural resource management in the Wide 
Bay Burnett Region and to administer Com-
monwealth and State Government funding.  
BMRG has received more than $15 million 
over three years for a variety of works.  The 
group receives advice and support from 
Government Departments. This of course is 
not necessarily a bad thing, however, it does 
mean their hands are tied to a large extent 
when Government proposals such as the 
Paradise Dam and Traveston Dam are pro-
moted, and when large industrial or urban 
developments are proposed and promoted as 
being good for the community.  Conserva-
tion Councils, together with the Wildlife 
Preservation Society and the Wilderness So-
ciety, remain the only independent voice for 
protection of biodiversity and the natural 
environment. 
 

We have continued to seek a partnership 
role with the Burnett Mary Regional Group; 
but to date our approaches have been either 
rebuffed or ignored.  Our management com-
mittee has discussed the matter in depth, and 
voted to pay the $1 membership fee, which 
has now been paid.  This should at least put 
us on their direct mailing list.  We will have 
to wait and see whether this results in any 
actual financial support for our organisation 
to assist with our aims of protecting the eco-
logical integrity of Australia and ensuring 
survival of species. 
 

Working for WBBCC has always provided a 

good training ground for environmental-
ists. The position provides the Coordina-
tor with an opportunity to become di-
rectly involved in working with all levels 
of government, meeting Government 
Ministers, talking to the media, and liais-
ing with like minded conservation 
groups.  Inevitably the opportunity arises 
for them to follow their chosen career in 
a full time position.  So it is not surpris-
ing to learn that Roger has now been of-
fered, and accepted, the position of Con-
servation Partnerships Officer based at 
Maryborough City Council Offices. Yet 
again we are seeking a part-time coordi-
nator; someone energetic, enthusiastic, 
and with a commitment to environmental 
protection.  Roger will be a hard act to 
follow, but then again each coordinator 
brings their own particular brand of envi-
ronmentalism to the job, and meets chal-
lenges as they arise. 
 

I would like to thank our dedicated vol-
unteers: 
Jenny Watts  who works very hard to 
get Wambaliman out on time. The prob-
lems of transferring the newsletter from 
the computer to the photocopier seem to 
have at last been resolved. Jenny has 
greatly improved the presentation of 
Wambaliman. Carol  Bussey  has always 
made herself available to help out with 
mail-outs, and is currently seeking a 
grant to purchase a more efficient  
printer / photocopier.  Carol has offered 
to take on the job of preparing and send-
ing out notices of meetings to all mem-
bers. Tony van Kampen, Treasurer 
extraordinaire. Tony always errs on the 
side of caution to ensure that we have 
enough money to pay the ongoing ex-
penses of rent and phone accounts.  
Kerryn Ward,  long serving Secretary.  
Thanks Kerryn for your dedication over 
the years. Ian Richards, Vice President,  
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finds that he is over-committed and is not 
seeking re-election this year. Many thanks 
Ian for your support and fresh  
approach to discussions at meetings.  
Merike Johnson, who now lives at Hervey 
Bay, has volunteered to help out in the  
office. Many thanks to Peter Duck  who 
has volunteered to review the current  
membership database and  set up a more 
people friendly one. 
 

It will take time for a new coordinator to 
become familiar with current environ-
mental issues, and how the Conservation 
Council works. It would be terrific if there 
is a member who would be prepared to  
volunteer one - two hours per week, doing  
basic administration tasks such as collect-
ing and noting incoming mail from the Post 
office, doing the banking if necessary and 
possibly applying for grants.  
 

I thank the Executive Committee and all 
members for their ongoing support over the 
23 years that I have been involved with 
WBBCC. As you are all aware, I am not 
nominating for any position on the Man-
agement Committee. I intend taking a 
break from the particularly intense involve-
ment of the past 15 years, the 8 years be-
fore that were a comparative breeze! 
 

Conservation Councils remain the last 
bastion for protection of the natural envi-
ronment, we may not always achieve the 
desired outcome, but we do usually suc-
ceed in achieving better outcomes. 
 

I wish the incoming Executive a very 
pleasant and successful year.  Please keep 
in mind that a large part of Wide Bay Burnett 
exists north of the Burrum, and there are 
huge development proposals threatening to 
wipe out coastal bioregions. The Burnett 
River has been trashed; let’s try and keep 
the biodiversity of the remaining relatively 
untouched coastal regions intact.  

WBBCC says thank you and farewell to 
outgoing President  Pam Soper (above)  
and  Coordinator  Roger Currie (below). 
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The WBBCC AGM was held on Sunday 18 
March  2007. It was a pleasing attendance of 
22 people. The guest speaker, Ben Holmes 
from the WPSQ’s Queensland Glider Network 
was warmly received. Even he agrees that it 
is not hard to “sell” gliders to the general 
public! Ben has some great pictures, lots of 
information and offers a wonderfully casual 
forum so we got to ask lots of questions and 
really enjoy the occasion.  His time with us 
followed the previous day’s very successful 
WPSQ Gliders in the Spotlight workshop and 
field work at Tiaro attended by a capacity 
group - so we are sure he left our region 
exhausted! 
 
The Annual Report including activities 
for March 2006-March 2007 and the 
audited financial statements for De-
cember 2005-2006 were presented. If 
anyone missed getting a copy and 
would like one, please request one by 
phone, fax, email or post and one will 
be posted or emailed to you.  
 
All executive positions were declared vacant. 
Neither Pam Soper nor Ian Richards sought 
re-nomination. We hope they are both aware 
of how much they are appreciated for their 
contributions. Tony van Kampen (Treasurer), 
Kerryn Ward (Secretary) and Carol Bussey 

(Junior Vice President) were all returned to 
the executive. We also welcome David Ed-
wards from Maryborough who has been 
elected as a Vice President to replace Ian. 
It was also with great enthusiasm that Tim 
Thornton was elected President as Pam 
has stepped aside for a much needed 
break after 23 years of very dedicated 
work for WBBCC. Tim’s first official duty 
was to thank the outgoing executive, and 
in particular Pam. Tim gave a very consid-
ered and eloquent speech on behalf of 
WBBCC – and we thank him for this. 
  
It was also a farewell to Roger Currie, our 
meagrely paid, but eagerly appreciated 
Coordinator who has taken up employment 
elsewhere. As a WBBCC member we trust 
he and Deirdre continue their support of 
our group. Good luck Roger in your future 
employment and we look forward to still 
having you around lots!  
 
As a consequence of Roger’s departure the 
Coordinator’s position has been advertised 
and several applications have been re-
ceived. These will be considered by the 
executive towards the end of May and we 
will welcome a new Coordinator following 
this process. The office is still operating if 
any one needs to contact WBBCC.  

WBBCC AGM  18  March  2007 

An excerpt from Roger’s Annual Report March 2007  
……….It is with a tinge of sadness that I inform you all, that this is my last report as WBBCC 
Coordinator. I have accepted an offer to become a full time Conservation Partnership’s Officer 
at Maryborough City Council. As one of three officers I will be implementing Nature Refuge, 
Land for Wildlife and conservation covenants for the Cooloola, Maryborough  / Tiaro / 
Woocco and Hervey Bay councils. 
 

The last three years have been unbelievably rewarding for me. I feel that I have helped enhance 
the public image of conservation ethics within the region, and have walked the talk of biodi-
versity education. I will of course remain a member of WBBCC and have input into our future 
investments in the region.   
 

As Taoism says, one mudbrick, a great wall does make.      Roger Currie, March 2007 
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Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ President’s Comment 

Very few people can now be in doubt 
that the world is warming and that we 
are entering the next greenhouse phase; 
only the degree of warming that will oc-
cur, man’s involvement in that warming 
and the consequences of the resulting 
rise in temperature, is in contention.  
 
It is happening and it can't be stopped, let 
alone reversed. The best we can hope for is 
to slow it down to give the world's living or-
ganisms a better chance to change to the 
new set of conditions that will come about. 
Nature will change and adapt to the new 
environmental conditions, but the slower 
this rate of change, the greater will be the 
number of living organisms that will be able 
to successfully make the necessary 
change.  
 
We must continue and increase our ef-
forts to clean up our act. We must stop 
the waste and pollution and conserve 
and restore as much as possible of our 
natural environment. Such action will 
not only slow the rate of change, but will 
give us all a better quality of life. 
 
Change is taking place and is going to con-
tinue whether we like it or not. It's time we 
stopped standing around wringing our 
hands and crying doom. Now is the time to 
get out and do all we can to enable us to 
cope with the changes that will inevitably 
happen and will affect us all. 
 
In this period of change from one ordered 
set of environmental conditions to another, 
all major climatic events will go to extremes. 
They will swing wildly from one extreme to 
another, at times going off current scales of 
measurement and no part of Earth will be 
immune from their effects. We have already 

seen this happening and these extremes 
will only continue to increase for as long as 
it takes for the environment to start to set-
tle down and for the new order to begin to 
take effect.  
 
Here in Australia water is our number 
one problem. We are living on the driest 
habitable continent on Earth, so 
drought is the greatest climatic event 
that we have to contend with.  
 
We have always had to contend with 
droughts in Australia and there have been 
very severe ones in the past. Let us not be 
mistaken, this is a drought that we are cur-
rently experiencing and it will eventually 
come to an end. In the past it has always 
been the man on the land who has had to 
bear the brunt of these droughts. Although 
there have been flow-ons that have af-
fected our urban society, our urban dwell-
ers have been relatively insulated from the 
full effects of drought. 
 
No longer is that the case; the time has 
arrived where no one will be insulated from 
the full effects of the droughts that will rav-
age this country. It is the failure of the sup-
plies of fresh water for the cities that has 
brought this home with a vengeance. We 
have brought this down on our own heads 
with our failure to recognise that our past 
wasteful way of life was unsustainable. 
 
We must all make a personal response to 
the situation that confronts us and do all 
we can to personally alleviate the problem. 
We can learn a few lessons from our coun-
try dwellers; they have always had to live 
with the full effects of drought and have 
had to use their own resources to deal with 
them.  Country people have had to make 

WE HAVE TO LEARN TO LIVE WITH IT  
by John Eggleston 
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These notes were submitted  
by  Fraser Coast Branch, WPSQ 

•  A new group, Friends of Arkarra Lagoons  
have been formed initially with twelve volun-
teers. 

•  The forum on aquaculture stated that 
cage farms were off the agenda for now but 
there is to be a greater expansion of shell-
fish farming (oysters and scallops) and of 
sea cucumber farming.  

• Don Burke and an aquaculture group take 
initial steps to set up a bony bream farm 
and artificial wetlands in conjunction with 
Wide Bay Water. 

•  The Flying Fox count in April finds 5000 
blacks and 5000 little reds. The fence has 
gone up but interference with animals con-
tinues. Of great concern is that fires are be-
ing lit in the colony.  

•  Alarmingly with the rapid expansion of the 
area there are generally more trees lost and 
more waterways converted to drains . 

Rainforest Vine & Creeper Workshop 
• The Rainforest Vine and Creeper  Work-
shop organised by Hervey Bay's           
Community Environment Officer Chris 
McCarthy and presented  by botanist Greg 
Smyrell at the Hervey Bay Botanical Gar-
dens on 12 May attracted a dozen keen 
amateur  botanists who made valiant at-
tempts to identify various specimens while 
proofing a draft copy of a new publication. 
Learning of the individual variations within a 
species did nothing to improve the ease of  
classification. Never-the-less it was enjoy-
able and provided much learning for the 
group and valuable feedback for the book’s 
authors.   

personal provision for the future and not 
just rely on the community to do it for 
them, in so doing they have become wa-
ter-wise and have learnt to never waste 
that precious commodity. 
 
Crunch time has arrived and we no longer 
have time to procrastinate, we have to 
take action, or suffer the consequences. 
Building dams is not the answer; they will 
only fill when the drought breaks. We 
have to look at alternative sources. There 
is plenty of water available to us, two 
thirds of the Earth's surface is covered 
with it; all we have to do is remove its min-
eral content and other contaminants to 
make it usable for anything.  To do this, 
conventional desalination methods imme-
diately come to mind. This is quite imprac-
tical, it is inefficient, extremely costly and 
a high energy user, which will only add to 
our present problems.   
 
We have to think outside the square.  We 
have to come up with new technology that 
will enable us to remove the contaminants 
from sea water cheaply and efficiently. 
This is a national problem that has to be 
tackled nationally.  We have to convince 
our politicians to act.  As a priority we 
must  make all necessary sums of money 
available and put our best brains to work 
to solve this problem.  Only in this way will 
we be able to overcome the dual prob-
lems of providing man’s fresh water re-
quirements and allowing nature to go 
about supplying the needs of the natural 
environment  ecosystems unhindered.  

Hope to See you there! 

World Environment Day Activity at 
the Fay Smith Wetlands (Maryborough) 
on 3 June starting at 10am for a look, a 
talk, a bit of work and a sausage sizzle. 

World Environment Day  Activity at 
Arkarra Lagoons on 5 June with children 
from four schools. Volunteers interested in 
helping can contact Sara on 41295789. 
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Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ 

Carol Bussey, Secretary 

•We have very gratefully received a grant 
to purchase a photocopier from the Fed-
eral Volunteer Small Equipment Grants.  
•In early March several members partici-
pated in Clean up Australia Day and  
weeding at Aquatic Park in Maryborough.  
•Also in March was a  lovely visit to the 
Colless Property. 
•On  31 March  there  was another  
successful open day at the garden of John 
Eggleston (Branch President). A raffle, 
displays, plant sales and garden tours fea-
tured on the day.  
•On 14 April there was an early start to 
the weeding at the flying fox colony.  
•At the 16 April meeting we had Hervey 
Bay’s Vegetation Officer, Tony van 
Kampen speak to us.  

•On 21 April we met with the Friends of 
Arkarra to work at the lagoons weeding.  
•The following week we planted in the fly-
ing fox colony.  
•Several members attended workshops: the 
glider ID workshop at Tiaro in March ,  the 
wetland assessment seminar at Gympie in 
May and the vine workshop in Hervey Bay 
in mid May.   
•We held an exhibit and gave story telling 
at Yag’ubi, Hervey Bay’s annual multicul-
tural festival.  
•An enjoyable paddle on Beelbi Creek with 
six members occurred on 15 April.  
•On 14 May, Trischelle Lowry from the 
Seagrass and Dugong Monitoring Program 
reported on the group’s work and the latest 
findings. 

Clean Up Australia Day Activities in Maryborough: 
Above; Val, Sara, Ruby and Carol  looking forward to a 
break from weeding at Aquatic Park.  
Right; Sara with her stash of bottles!   
Photos; Jenny Watts 
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Wetlands are currently the flavour 
of the month and recognition is 
starting to be given to the value of 
them as an indispensable part and 
an important indicator of the envi-
ronmental health of the country. 
 

At the beginning of May, a very signifi-
cant seminar was held at Gympie over 
two days, involving invited leaders from 
various government and non-
government organizations with a stake 
in the conservation and rehabilitation of 
Wetlands. Carol Bussey and I repre-
sented the Wildlife Preservation Society 
in our area. This was financed and or-
ganized by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment through the Burnett Mary Regional 
Group. 
 

The seminar was conducted by two of 
the most eminent aquatic ecologists in 
Australia who are based in Victoria. This 
was a hands-on seminar and partici-
pants were heavily involved in all as-
pects of the course. The seminar's pre-
senters were pleasantly surprised at the 
level of knowledge of the participants 
and the contribution they made towards 
the positive outcomes of the course. 
 

One of the things the course revealed is 
just how diverse wetlands are and how 
lacking our knowledge is of their special-
ised ecology and function. Even just the 

extent and vulnerability of wetlands is 
poorly known. Research work being 
carried out on wetlands is now reveal-
ing the importance wetlands play in 
the health of the environment and 
how they act as an early warning indi-
cator of problems occurring in our 
natural environment. 
 

One thing is abundantly evident; 
vast areas of our natural wetlands 
have been destroyed, or rendered 
inoperable and there are almost 
no wetlands left anywhere that 
have not been adversely impacted 
by man's activities.    
 

Queensland has been a late starter in 
recording and researching our wet-
lands, but work currently under way 
will make Queensland a leader in that 
field, when findings from research 
work undertaken by the EPA and 
guidelines they have compiled for work 
on wetlands are released. 
 

Governments at all levels still remain 
the stumbling block. They are doing 
far too little to preserve what little of 
our wetland habitat remains. A totally 
unrealistic amount of money is being 
made available for research to find out 
how they operate and how we can 
best conserve and restore our wet-
lands to full health.  

 
WETLANDS UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT  

 
 

A report on a seminar  by John Eggleston 
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Twenty  eager participants gathered at Tiaro Town Hall on 17 March for a WPSQ Glider 
Survey Training Workshop. Usually the numbers attending are capped much lower but we 
were lucky enough to have the help of  Dr. Kevin Wormington, researcher in Terrestrial 
Biodiversity at the Central Queensland University (who incidentally will be the guest 
speaker at WBBCC next general meeting – see back page for details). Kevin assisted 
WPSQ Wildlife’s Project Officer, Ben Holmes, in particular in the field as he had intimate 
knowledge of the area we visited that evening.  
In the afternoon we were shown some wonderful slides of gliders and given lots of infor-
mation one would need for glider identification. We were then instructed in glider survey 
techniques that would be needed that evening. 
Late in the afternoon we travelled to Bauple State Forest for a site inspection. In the field 
we learnt about stag trees and feed trees. This was a relief as many of us had been won-
dering about “stagwatching” but were too afraid to ask and appear ignorant ! 
Stag trees are the old trees with hollows that are home to wildlife including gliders. I think 
they are called “stags’ because they have the appearance of the antlers of a male deer. It 
seemed to be a term that was just taken for granted. STAGWATCHING then is watching 
these trees just on sunset for the emerging animals that will then go to feed in the night.  
After tea, we ventured back into the bush for SPOTLIGHTING. We were concentrating 
mostly on looking in the feed trees and hoping to see a familiar shape or eye shine.  Our 
group located a couple of gliders and a bettong in about one and half hours which was 
very rewarding and picked up the greenish eye shine of some big spiders!  
 

A stag tree with hollows (left) and Lana and Don inspect a feed tree (right). 
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GLIDERS  
IN THE  

SPOTLIGHT 
WORKSHOP 

 

Many thanks, not only to Kevin and Ben 
but to Carol and Tony Bussey for all the 
organization of the event and the well re-
ceived sausage sizzle for tea.   
 
Article by Jenny Watts 
Photos; Carol Bussey  and Jenny Watts 

Site inspection by group (above). 
Kevin, (left) and Ben, (below)  lead 
the spotlighting.  
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 The Red Goshawk is 
Australia’s rarest bird of 
prey and is currently clas-
sified as “Endangered” 
by both the Queensland 
and Federal Governments. 
It is considered extinct in 
NSW (its range did extend 
to the Clarence River) and 
only some 25-30 breeding 
pairs are thought to remain 
in South East  Queen-
sland. Further north, in 
Queensland, the Northern 
Territory and across into the Kimberly is 
its stronghold, but its total population is 
likely to be less than 300 pairs. Precise 
details of such rare birds are difficult to 
ascertain for several reasons. Firstly, it is 
likely the Red Goshawk was always rare 
and therefore not often seen (relative to 
Brown Goshawks which are common); 
secondly, it has a restricted range along 
the coast of Queensland and the “top 
end” (as compared to the Brown Goshawk 
which is found right throughout Australia) 
and thirdly, rare birds are difficult to iden-
tify and quantify (by definition). The Red 
Goshawk has massive yellow legs and 
talons (capable of holding and killing a 
Brush Turkey) and heavy dark bars across 

its wings and tail. It could be 
confused with the juveniles of 
many raptors such as Square-
tailed Kites, Spotted Harriers 
and Black-breasted Buzzards, 
which also have rust reddish 
plumage and appearances. 
 

The ecology of the Burrum 
River was ideal for birds like 
the Red Goshawk. The dry vine 
scrub/hoop pine association of 
the Lenthall’s Dam area 
merged with riparian rainforest 

along the river system, to woodlands and 
wallum on the lower reaches (Burrum River 
National Park and surrounds) and coastal 
dry vine scrubs (Toogoom and Burrum 
Heads). Clearing of land has destroyed and 
continues to destroy all these habitats. Rem-
nants remain which amazingly support 
small populations of birds and animals eg. 
Wonga Pigeons and Ring-tailed Possums at 
Toogoom. The Lenthall’s Scrub is known 
to be bountiful in insects. It is the southern 
extreme range of many northern insects 
(and vice versa) ie. an ecological overlap 
zone for insects and thus unique. Sadly, 
only 126 hectares of this unique habitat re-
main and most of the riparian rainforest is 
drowned beneath the dam water. 

The recent report of sightings of the Red Goshawk on the Burrum River is 
great news for people interested in birds. This finding was made by local field 
naturalists (Noel Butler and Erica Neale) for the Environmental Impact State-
ment (EIS) for the development of a prawn farm on the Burrum River. This 
finding confirms an earlier suggestion that the Red Goshawk was likely to be 
found around the Burrum River system (1996; by the consultants who pre-
pared the EIS for the raising of Lenthalls Dam)   

By Tim Thornton 
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Lenthall’s Scrub is a known habitat of the 
Black-breasted Button-quail and some 2 
hectares of pristine habitat for this 
“Vulnerable” ground dwelling bird has 
been fenced off with chain-wire in an at-
tempt to reduce predation. The range of this 
bird has been reduced (from the Dawson 
River Valley in the north to the Clarence 
River Valley in the south) to small isolated 
patches of vine scrub in South East Queen-
sland. Another bird I’ve seen on the fringes 
of Lenthall’s Scrub is the Black-chinned 
Honeyeater. This bird is now considered 
“Threatened” as its range (from the Mt. 
Lofty Ranges in SA, along the slopes of the 
Great Dividing Range to about Rockhamp-
ton) has been fragmented by clearing. This 
eastern form of the Black-chinned Honey-
eater seems nomadic and is rarely seen these 
days. Each time I visit Lenthall’s Dam I see 
a bird I don’t expect (eg Black-chinned 
Honeyeaters) or large numbers and /or un-
usual aggregations of more common birds 
(eg Grey Shrike-thrushes and Little Shrike-
thrushes; Grey Fantails and Rufous Fantails; 
Eastern Yellow Robins and Pale-yellow 
Robins). The area is a birdwatching paradise 

of unknown and unexplored significance 
in the ecology of so many of our birds.  
 

The Fairy Gerygone found on the Burrum 
was considered a separate race by some 
ornithologists, but it is now classified in 
the southern race (flavida) of the species. 
The Burrum River is about the southern 
limit of the Fairy Gerygone (although they 
are seen occasionally around Kin Kin). 
This is also the situation for other birds, eg 
Large-tailed Nightjars. The Burrum is the 
possible northern limit of wallum species 
eg Southern Emu-wrens and Ground Par-
rots. Cooloola National Park is where 
these birds can now be readily seen. Most 
“Field Guides for Australian Birds” give 
Fraser Island as a reference point for distri-
bution purposes as it is well known land-
mark, but my own observations suggest 
that the Burrum River is the major eco-
logical barrier or transition zone between 
north and south. To quantify this is almost 
impossible, but the Burrum seems more 
ecologically important for birds than either 
the Mary River (south) or the Burnett 
River (north), or Fraser Island. 
 

From the streets of Howard, and even in 
Hervey Bay, I’ve often seen majestic 
Square-tailed Kites soaring overhead on 
upswept wings. In the western towns of 
Queensland itis common to see Black 
(Forked-tailed) Kites, but Square-tailed 
Kites are “Rare “. To see them over a 
town is rarer still!! There are two known 
nests of the Square-tailed Kite in the area 
(Pacific Haven and Toogoom). Despite the 
huge territory of the birds (100 sq.kms) I 
suspect there are more nests in the district. 
The Red Goshawk has an even larger terri-
tory (estimated at 200 sq.kms) and there 
could be a nest of our rarest bird of prey, 
somewhere within a kilometre of the wa-
ters of the Burrum River system.  
 
Tim Thornton    Ph 41290609   

 

The Red Goshawk is one of the world's rarest 
birds of prey. It occupies a range of habitats 
in northern and eastern Australia, including 
coastal and subcoastal tall open forests and 
woodlands. However, within these habitats 
Red Goshawks  are sparsely distributed.  
Above; Distribution map  and caption  
www.birdsaustralia.com.au 
Left; Photo Red Goshawk 
www.homevalley.com.au 
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A Ray of Hope? 
 

Estuary Stingrays— Dasyatis fluviorum  
By Carol Bussey 

It is a beautiful sunny day on the Burrum River. We are paddling out over the mud-
flats. Schools of Estuary Stingrays zip away as we approach leaving cloudy trails of 
mud. Estuary Stingrays, so common in the Hervey Bay area, are actually a vulnerable 
species.  Dasyatis fluviorum is on the Red List of Threatened Species by the IUCN. 
How many fishermen, commercial or recreational, are aware of this?  Would they be-
lieve it if they were told? 
 

Estuary Stingrays can reach a width of 1.2 metres, are a plain olive brown colour and 
have an average length thin tail. The young are born alive and are about 17 cm across.   
Stingrays only have small “litters” of young.  Little is known about the biology of this 
species.  
  

As most people are aware, stingrays lay quietly in the sand where they can easily be acci-
dentally stepped on. Most stingray injuries are to the foot. The stinger is a razor sharp 
barbed or serrated cartilage. The normal response to a threat is flight. Because their eyes 
are on the top of their body and the mouth is on the bottom, stingrays cannot see their 
prey. They locate their food; molluscs, small fish, crabs– by smell and electro reception.  
 

It is hard for wildlife to avoid human interaction and for stingrays the problem is that 
they like oysters and other shellfish. Their teeth are powerful plates that crush the shells 
of their prey. This taste for juicy oysters leads to the destruction of stingrays by oyster 
farmers. We need to wonder what is happening on the oyster farms that are now sited in 
Hervey Bay and the Sandy Strait and destined to increase in number. What if stingrays 
eat scallops? Will the scallop ranch owners send out divers to spear the stingrays? If 
stingrays are brought up in their nets, will they be killed?  Quite a large area of Hervey 
Bay is going to be used for scallop ranching. 
 

The range of the Estuary Stingray is actually quite small – from central NSW to central 
Queensland. It has been extinct in many NSW estuaries since the 1880s and is now rare 
in the NSW estuaries where it can still be found. The threats to it are predictable – loss of 
habitat due to development, being killed when accidentally caught by recreational fish-
ers, being spiked by commercial fishers when brought up in their nets, and being strongly 
hunted by oyster farmers.  
 

In Queensland, to save this animal from following its NSW cousins to the brink of ex-
tinction, education of recreational and professional fishers is required.  Habitat is 
“protected” in marine parks but, of course, fishing is only prohibited in a tiny area of the 
Great Sandy Marine Park so the stingray is still at risk. Bag limits and size limits are set 
on recognised recreational fish species but the poor old stingray is left to the fishers’ 
mercy. Some fishers do let them go – all fishers should.  



17 

A NEW WORLD SPECIES 
 

As a plumber, my job meant I had many and 
various tasks to perform in the plumbing trade 
etc.  To relate my story as follows. 
 
The year 1952. I was installing a septic tank at 
Walla Lagoon near Wallaville. Hand digging 
the soakage trench, I happened to cut in half a 
strange insect. Picking up the fore portion, I 
was amazed at the strength of the forelegs 
ability to function minus its abdomen, and its 
sheer digging power to bury itself very quickly. 
A short time later and few feet further, I un-
earthed a whole insect.  This powerful digger 
tried desperately to dig between my fingers.  I 
wondered at its identity at the time.  However 
the job must go on, the insect was released it 
soon disappeared into the sandy soil. 
 
Not until 1977 was I to learn of the creature’s 
identity while working on Fraser Island for Na-
tional Parks.  A uni student on work experi-
ence told me of a new species of insect found 
at Cooloola National Park.  He described it to 
me on a mud map drawing.  I said I’d seen 
something like his description of it at our camp 
while clearing burned vegetation.  “Impossible”  
he said, “there’s only one know specimen ever 
found.”  The next day while levelling a piece of 
ground for a shed I dug up one of these rare 
insects. The first one found at Cooloola NP 
was named “Cooloola  Monster” ,  Cooloola 
propator  by Dr David Rentz – CSIRO, Can-
berra.   Now back to our new insect find of 
Fraser Island National Park. Not having macro 
photography gear, I did take a few slides using 
close up filters attached to my 50mm lens.  
 
Time passed, the creature was almost forgot-
ten. Visiting my sister, she asked me to show 
slides to her son Gregory at Caboolture in 
1979. It turned out Greg was a cadet at the 

Queensland Museum. Later at the Queen-
sland Museum the subject of the Cooloola 
Monster was discussed in conversation 
and Greg said my uncle has a slide he 
thought it may be the Cooloola Monster.  
Within hours a Queensland Musuem staffer 
was on the phone to me, asking to see the 
slides I had taken of the insect from Fraser 
Island. Sure enough it was verified as a 
Cooloola Monster. 
 
My slides were sent to Dr Rentz, at the 
CSIRO, Canberra.  In what seemed like no 
time at all, Dr Rentz was on the phone to 
me about this insect, asking where it was 
found and under what condition etc etc, fol-
lowed by a letter a day or two later.  In my 
lengthy letter response to his questions, I 
mentioned the insect I had dug up at Walla 
Lagoon in 1952 etc.  In correspondence I 
said the Walla Lagoon insect was a bigger 
specimen than the Cooloola or Fraser Is-
land form.  Dr Rentz said my in hand sight-
ing was 25 years ahead of the recent 
Cooloola Monster discovery at Cooloola 
National Park (date unknown). 
 

Botanising with Messrs Keith Sarnadsky 
and Ray Jansen of South Kolan, both men 
worked in the Sugar Cane Industry (1982).  
I mentioned they may well come across this 
insect due to their farming occupation etc. 
 

In 1985-86 Keith told me Ray had found an 
insect much like I described to them in 
1982.  I got in touch with Ray, he said no 
one was able to identify his insect from the 
Sugar Cane Bureau.  We arranged for me 
to see the insect  Ray had ploughed up on 
his farm.  Sure enough it was the Burnett 
River form of the Cooloola Monster.  The 
Cooloola Monster was described by Dr 
Rentz as Cooloola propator, the recently 
named Sugar Cane Monster as Cooloola 
ziljan, in honour of myself and Mr Ray 
Jansen (now deceased). 
 

Cooloola Monster and Sugar Cane 
Monster species are from a new family 
of insect – Family Cooloolidaue – a 
new world species.  
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Photo;  Eric Zillmann discussing a  
juvenile Alectryon ramiflorus. 
Photo by Sue Johnson 
“Eric’s Birthday” Article by Rick Haywood, 
Bundaberg WPSQ 

Eric's Birthday 
Members of Bundaberg's WPSQ and 
Landcare recently celebrated Bundaberg 
naturalist Eric Zillmann's 84th birthday 
at the Zillmann Scientific Area located 
in the Cordalba State Forest. This Scien-
tific Area contains a few specimens of 
one of Australia's rarest plant species,  
the Isis Tamarind, Alectryon ramiflorus, 
which was first collected by Eric.  The 
outing gave an opportunity to not only 
enjoy a tasty birthday cake, but also re-
move weeds and learn from Eric's vast 
knowledge of the natural environment in 
the Burnett Region. 

Eric Zillman recalls the days of   ….”seen and not heard” 
Back in the so-called good old days when all of us were kids, we were told to be “seen 
and not heard” (how different today). To get to the story I’m going to relate.  The 
scene – Walla Lagoon cane farming area along the Burnett River Flat.  Several farms 
bordered on to the river bank. The river bank was covered in riverine scrub to the wa-
ter’s edge; an important habitat for wildlife. Many Black Bean trees were along the riv-
erbank providing  wonderful shade in hot weather. 
 

Most farming was carried out by horse drawn implements in those days.  Most farmers 
had a sledge (slide) on which to carry implements and chaff to feed the horses. At lunch-
time the horses were watered and fed under the shade of the Black Bean trees.  A nose 
bag or feeding bag was made from a corn sack, turned down to about half way, with a 
halter strap attached to fit over the horse’s head to hold it in place, and filled with chaff 
and corn grain etc.  My father and I were chipping weeds in the young sugar cane for the 
farmer on this particular farm.  At lunch time we had a packed lunch and sat in the shade 
of a lovely old Black Bean tree. 
 

The farmer, Mr Muldoon said to my father, “Ernie, I saw a most interesting thing sitting 
here one day.  I watched a fox gathering thistle-down off the scotch thistles from the 
ground for a time. Then when the fox had a substantial amount in its mouth it wandered 
into the river very slowly until its snout was out of the water.  The fox then released the 
fluffy bundle to float away on the current.” Mr Muldoon thought it must have been get-
ting rid of fleas which had crawled into the .fluffy bundle.  This was his belief as to the  

Eric’s story continued on page 19 
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 Book Review 
Silencing Dissent 

 

By Clive Hamilton and Sarah Maddison 
Pub. 2007 by Allen and Unwin 

Review by Carol Bussey 
 

The scope of democracy encompasses more 
than the right to vote. It is also the right to 
be exposed to alternate points of view, to 
have facts honestly reported and to have a 
government whose actions are open to pub-
lic scrutiny. “Silencing Dissent” catalogues 
the erosion of these aspects of democracy 
in Australia. Keating may have begun the 
undermining of these rights but it has truly 
escalated during the incumbency of the 
Howard government. 
 

Suppression of expression for universities, 
the research community, NGOs, the media, 
the public service, the military and intelli-
gence service, the public service and the 
Senate is examined by the authors. 
 

Environmentalists feel the chill wind of 
these policies. Federal funding is more and 
more tied to on ground projects such as 
tree planting. (The same is happening to 
charities- their advocacy role is being down-
graded.) Conservation groups have to dedi-
cate more time and effort into raising funds 
or – well - just begging for money from the 
public. 
 

As has been made public by television docu-
mentaries, researchers into climate change 

have been forbidden from interpreting or 
commenting on the implications of their 
research. Public funds have been directed 
towards more politically favoured projects 
such as clean coal, geosequestration and 
nuclear energy rather than renewable en-
ergy. 
  

Perhaps the most serious attack on de-
mocracy has been the hamstringing of the 
Senate. The Senate is supposed to be the 
body of review. However, the government 
has many ways of controlling the Senate – 
particularly when it enjoys a Senate ma-
jority as it does at the moment and an 
obedient set of parliamentarians. 
 

The amount of time that Senate commit-
tees can examine bills has been reduced 
from 40 to 28 days. The government can 
use the guillotine to terminate debate.  
For instance, there was only 6 hours of 
debate on the Anti-terrorism Bill.  In addi-
tion the government can refuse to pro-
duce documents requested by the Senate.  
Between 1993-1996, 53 orders for docu-
ments were issued and four were refused.  
In the period 2002-2004, 89 orders for 
documents were issued and 46 were not 
complied with. 
 

Hamilton and Maddison’s book reminds us 
how easy it is to erode our liberty.  To-
night (May 10, 2007) leaders of the press, 
radio and television met to declare that 
Australia lagged well behind other nations 
in being open and honest journalists and 
reporters.  A timely book. 

fox’s behaviour.  “Huh,” my father muttered and agreed that to be the most likely expla-
nation.  I sat wide eyed at the incredible story and wanted to hear more.  In the mind of 
this boy (me), a thousand questions were waiting to be asked.  I remember asking why 
didn’t the fox run away?  The farmer, Mr Muldoon, said that the fox was aware but did 
not take any notice and seemed intent on what it was about at the time.  Before I could 
ask another question, my father reminded me “little boys should be seen and not heard.” 
 

In hindsight I wondered if my father believed the farmer’s story.  Much leg pulling was 
the order in those days.  I believed every word  spoken by Mr Muldoon to this very day.  
I’m now 84 years old.  

Eric’s story continued from  page 18 
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Not to be missed! 
We are very fortunate in having 

Dr. Kevin Wormington,  
Researcher in Terrestrial Biodiversity 
at Central Queensland University, 

as our guest speaker  
at the next WBBCC general meeting.  
Sunday 22 July, 2007  1.00pm 

 

(more details opposite) 
 

      ************************ 
Dr. Wormington will be discussing 
tree hollow dependent wildlife and 
how we can preserve their habitat.  

Sunday 22 July, 2007  1:00pm 
WBBCC  General Meeting 

Neighbourhood Centre 
Maryborough 
Guest speaker  

Dr. Kevin Wormington ,  
Researcher in Terrestial Biopdiversity 

Central Queensland University 
NOT TO BE MISSED 

Arvo tea/cuppa 
~All welcome~ 

For further information ring Carol 41295979 
or WBBCC Office 41233361 

Date Claimers 
World Environment Day 
See page 9 for WPSQ Activities 

Fay Smith Wetlands, Maryborough 
Akarra Lagoons, Dundowran 

June 3 and 5, 2007 

Wonderful Wallum 
art display & talk by botanist & author 

Saturday, June 2, 2007 
2:00pm 

Hervey Bay Art Gallery 
Old Maryborough Road, Pialba 

Come and see the paintings of Childers  
Artist Jenny Gilbertson and hear plant  

expert and author Stephanie Haslam speak. 
Stephanie  will talk about  wallum plants and 
show us her latest book about the plants of 

Noosa and  Fraser Island.  
Visit Stephanie’s website…...  

www.noosasnativeplants.com.au.  

WBBCC second and last General meeting 
for 2007 will be November 4  Boobook Owl nestlings photo; www.owlpages.com 

Greater Glider photo EPA 

Dr Wormington at work in 
the field photo WBBCC 


