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A passion for flying–foxes 

page 11  

The Coral Sea— 
an under-protected marine icon. 
 

To the east of the Great Barrier Reef 
lies a tropical marine jewel: the Coral 
Sea. This iconic region is now one of 
the last remaining oceanic wildernesses 
on our watery planet with healthy num-
bers of huge fish like tuna and marlin – 
and right now we‘ve got an opportunity 
to make sure it stays this way.  
 

Ten local, national and international 
conservation organisations have 
launched a campaign to protect our 
Coral Sea between the Great Barrier 
Reef Marine Park and our territorial 
boundary in the east.  

Details page ….20 
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We have discovered through an RTI (Right to Information) application, that 61 adult 

lungfish have been destroyed during the March and September spills at Paradise 

Dam. I have written to the Federal and State Minister highlighting our concern 

about this fact. 
 

Friday 4 March will be a day to remember for us and possibly a day that the 

Queensland Government might like to forget. It will be the day that we discover 

whether Justice John Logan has agreed with our legal argument. It will be the cul-

mination of a decade of commitment and hard work from Pam Soper. Whilst I am 

confident that we have given solid technical and legal arguments in respect of the 

‘suitability’ of the design, and, therefore the proposition that BWPL has not met con-

dition 3 of the approval, the court is the ultimate decider. The result may therefore 

shape the future of the group, and I ask all members to consider what the post deci-

sion scenario may be. 
 

With the AGM to be held at the end of March, post the decision, the membership can 

decide the fate of the executive committee based on a victory or a loss. Victory will 

see BWPL appeal the decision, loss may see WBBCC taken for costs. You, the mem-

bers have the democratic right to express elation or despair at the AGM. 
 

On a more local note, we are pleased to be able to participate in a public viewing of 

the documentary ‘Gaslands’, in joint effort with  community environment groups of 

the lower Mary Catchment. The public has a right to be given the ability to make 

informed comment on the likely future costs and benefits from mining industry ex-

pansion in the Fraser Coast region. W—FEB 2011  

WBBCC President’s Comment 
By Roger Currie 

RC 
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Marilyn as pictured in our last 
edition of  Wambaliman. 
At the recent Fraser Coast 
Australia Day awards Marilyn 
was named Tiaro‘s  Citizen of 
the Year . 

Congratulations 

Paradise Dam Case  
It has been three years since WBBCC began the epic journey of preparing the legal case 
against Burnett Water Pty Ltd (owned now by SunWater Ltd -  a corporate entity of the  
Queensland Government) for an alleged failure to protect the Queensland Lungfish at Paradise 
Dam and we finally have a date locked in for judgment. Justice Logan will hand down his judg-
ment on Friday 4th March from 10:15am at the Commonwealth Law Courts on North Quay, 
Brisbane. This has been an enormous challenge for WBBCC. We began with a concept and 
took it all the way to the Federal Court thanks to the generous support from the community 
which saw us raise approximately $190,000 in donations and approximately $200,000 in Legal 
Aid from the Commonwealth based upon its test case status. This case highlighted the im-
portance of adequately protecting the (federally listed) threatened species and its inability to 
successfully gain fish passage upstream and downstream of the Burnett River via the failed 
‗state of the art‘ fish transfer device at Paradise Dam. This legal case brought the issue into the 
public eye and demonstrated to the then Federal Environment Minister Peter Garrett why the 
proposed Traveston Crossing Dam would fail to protect the Queensland Lungfish, even if an 
approval was heavily conditioned. During the first week of the trial, Peter Garrett flew to Bris-
bane and informed the State Government and the community that: 
 

“It is my decision to say NO to the Traveston Crossing Dam because it poses 
an unacceptable risk to threatened species such as the Queensland Lungfish.” 
 

WBBCC firmly believes that the launching of our case had an impact on his 
decision and ultimately the continued protection of the Lungfish from large 
scale impoundments on the Mary River. 
 

So the time has come to prepare ourselves for the decision. We will accept Justice Logan‘s 
decision whatever it may be, knowing that regardless of whether we win or lose, this action has 
had an enormous impact on the protection of the Queensland Lungfish in the Mary River and 
highlighted the fact that environmentally conditioned approvals do not necessarily ensure that 
the company responsible will always adhere to the approval conditions unless someone throws 
the book at them. The best case scenario resulting from this legal action will be that the Lung-
fish is adequately protected in the Burnett River by being given the right to safely gain access 
up and downstream of Paradise Dam to ensure their survival. How this occurs will be up Jus-
tice Logan. Either way, WBBCC will stand proud of what we have achieved because we gave it 
our best shot! 
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Welcome to the new year conservation 
friends. What an eventful start we have 
encountered with 75% of Queensland 
declared a ‗Natural Disaster Area‘ after 
the most significant statewide flooding in 
more than a century. To top this off, Cy-
clone Yasi wreaked havoc on the Far 
North causing similar levels of destruction 
to Cyclone Larry in 2006. 
 

In early December I attended the biannual 
Environmental Roundtable hosted by 
Sustainability Minister Kate Jones. I spent 
two days prior to the Roundtable in a con-
ference with all the other conservation 
sector representatives from around 
Queensland, discussing the relevant is-
sues from around the state. Mining, ma-
rine protection and water quality issues 
dominated our discussions. We also 
worked to revise our Joint Position Docu-
ment which highlights our focus on the 
key areas of water, climate change, biodi-
versity and community. We also focused 
on preparation for the Roundtable ensur-
ing that we were willing to operate as a 
united front to deliver our position on the 
Draft Biodiversity Strategy, the coastal 
plan and mining. I was asked by the 
groups to present our united position on 
mining at the Roundtable which I accept-
ed with pleasure.  
 

During the Roundtable, we were provided 
with an extract of the Draft Biodiversity 
Strategy, which, at the time, was not 
ready for release. Although it showed a 
commitment to increasing National Parks, 
promoting educational awareness of the 
importance of biodiversity and protection 
mechanisms that will work, in theory; it 
did not indicate that the Strategy includes 
any legislative framework for removing 
the exemptions and loopholes that the 

Resources Industry currently benefits 
from. We argued that, ‗The Strategy is 
good in theory, but if there is no commit-
ment to protecting biodiversity from the 
interests of the Resources Sector, then 
biodiversity will continue to decline at an 
unprecedented rate.‘  
 

During my presentation on our united 
position on mining, to both Ministers 
Jones and Robertson, I highlighted the 
importance of Queensland's ‗special plac-
es‘ (nature refuges, best agricultural land, 
wetlands, rivers and marine parks and 
endangered habitat; marine and terrestri-
al) and how they must be protected from 
mining. I explained how Queensland‘s 
resources boom is not only unsustainable 
for the environment, but also for our econ-
omy and communities. I also pinpointed 
the exemptions that the resources sector 
exclusively enjoys and stressed that, if 
our future generations have any chance 
of enjoying the fantastic lifestyle that our 
state has to offer, then the exemptions  
must be removed and our requests be 
considered. Our united position is this:  

A ban on new or expanded coal mines 
and coal fired power stations 

A moratorium on any CSG (coal seam 

gas) operations until all the environmental 
impacts have been mitigated 

A permanent ban on UCG (underground 

coal gasification), shale oil and coal to 
liquids 
 

After my presentation, Minister Robertson 
claimed that there are very little exemp-
tions for the mining industry under the 
Vegetation Management Act. I provided 
him with an example in the form of the 
proposed Colton Coal Mine, which, 
should it be approved, will not have to 
provide vegetation offset for the removal 

From the WBBCC Coordinator’s Desk  

by Emma– Kate Currie 
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I support WBBCC criticism of the 

Northern Energy Corporation donating  

to the Biosphere Workshop one hundred 

percent. (Wambaliman, Spring 2010, p 6) 
 

In the last month we have experienced 

the worst floods and cyclone on record.  

Yes, they are natural disasters but for so 

much of the state to be affected is not a 

bad coincidence.  The planet is warming 

dramatically due to our overuse of fossil 

fuels.  To continue the present uses of 

fossil fuels is going to cause greater en-

vironmental damage.  
 

What will be the use of having a Great 

Sandy Straight Biosphere when most of 

it will be under the ocean and there will 

be such a great loss of animals due to 

climate change. The efforts of campaign-

ing for a Biosphere will be insignificant 

because our planet will be in such chaos 

from extreme weather forces.  
 

Carl (Wambaliman, Spring 2010, p 7)

obviously has a great passion fighting for 

this area to be a biosphere and will do 

whatever it takes to make sure his pas-

sion succeeds. My goals are to educate 

the public about the detrimental effects 

of fossil fuels and to inform them about 

the use of other energy forms such as 

solar, wind, wave and geothermal.  The 

other challenge, I need to inform the 

public about is population growth.  The-

se two issues is what is going to cause 

the demise of our planet and until we 

address them, I think fighting for bio-

spheres, conservation parks etc. is of 

complete insignificance.  
 

Ann Jarman, WBBCC Member 

of 1100 hectares of vegetation of High 
Ecological Significance. The Minister 
simply could not respond and spent 
five minutes discussing the issue with 
Minister Jones and Jon Bradley, Direc-
tor-General of DERM.  
 

Another Roundtable is scheduled for 
April to specifically discuss the transi-
tion to renewables. 
 

The new year has brought us news 
that Justice John Logan will hand down 
his decision on Friday 4 March in the 
Commonwealth Law Courts, Brisbane. 
I will attend and cover the media from 
Brisbane and Roger will cover the local 
media. Stay tuned to the telly on Friday 
4 March and fingers crossed we leave 
the court triumphant!  
 

WBBCC is supporting the Greater 
Mary Association and a coalition of 
groups to screen the documentary film 
‗Gaslands‘ in Maryborough, to promote 
awareness on the issue of CSG extrac-
tion. Exploration into CSG will begin in 
our area this year; therefore the threat 
for our region is ever increasing. Stay 
tuned to the WBBCC website 
(wbbcc.org.au) and our Facebook 
page for more details. 
 

I have nominated to represent the con-
servation sector of the Fraser Island 
World Heritage Area Community Advi-
sory Committee. If successful, I will be 
taking over Tim Thornton‘s position. I 
hope I can bring change to the table 
and ensure that conservation is a high 
priority in how the WHA is managed. 
W—Feb 2011  

WBBCC  AGM  
Sunday 27 March 2011 

1:00pm  

Neighbourhood Centre  

Ellena St, Maryborough 

all welcome 

F E E D BAC K  

Have your say… 
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T o one 
WPSQ 

meeting last year 
it had been de-
cided that mem-
bers bring any 
excess goods – 
books, plants, 
produce, pre-
serves – for a 
fund raising auc-
tion. Linda ar-
rived with a huge 
box of home-
made preserves. 
They were not 
teeny samples 
but big jars filled 
to the brim with 
home-grown home-made chutneys, rel-
ishes and marmalades. And they were 
delicious. I think anyone who can make 
chokos taste so good knows what they 
are doing! Beyond seeing Linda at the 
odd meeting and function (my sporadic 
attendance, not hers) I didn‘t know much 
about her beyond her gardening interests 
-  but hearing snippets of her story con-
firms Linda is another member who brings 
a lot of wisdom, experience and enthusi-
asm to our WPSQ Fraser Coast Branch. 
 

L inda is currently the Branch‘s 
Treasurer, a position she has held 

for the last 3 years. She currently holds 
the same office for the Transition Towns 
Hervey Bay (TTHB) group.  
 

L inda‘s early influences were grow-
ing up ―in the middle of the bush‖, 

a few kilometres from the town of Beer-
burrum in the shadow of the Glasshouse 
Mountains - a fairly idyllic spot one can 
imagine. Her father in particular had an 
interest in the native flora and fauna of the 
area and no doubt passed this to Linda.  

 

L inda trained as 
a nurse and 

embarked on a ca-
reer which spanned 
neo natal intensive 
care to palliative 
care and the operat-
ing theatre to remote 
area nursing. Her 
career also took her 
overseas quenching 
her interest in travel 
to experience differ-
ent countries and 
cultures. She 
worked in a London 
hospital and toured 
Europe, Russia, 

Morocco and travelled overland from the 
UK to India.  
 

I n the ‗70s, married, rearing children 
and still nursing, Linda, like many of 

us at that time developed an interest in 
permaculture. (Remember devouring 
those articles in Grass Roots and Earth 
Garden.) In the 80‘s Linda and her family 
moved to a 10 acre property at Cabool-
ture and with the extra knowledge from a 
permaculture design course she could 
begin to put the principles into practice. 
Linda explains ―The permaculture con-
cepts of care of self, family, community, 
environment, earth and the universe fitted 
well into my philosophy of treading lightly 
on the earth.‖ 
 

I t wasn‘t until Linda retired and 
moved to Hervey Bay and her inter-

ests expanded beyond her backyard, so 
to speak, that she became more interest-
ed in the conservation of wildlife and 
joined WPSQ. Then, three years ago Lin-
da attended the inaugural meeting of 
TTHB and she was ―captured - as I have 

Volunteer Profile—Linda Idiens  
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always been concerned about the over 
consumerism of our life style and the 
drying up of our resources.‖   
 

O ne of the projects of TTHB was the 
formation of the community gar-

den in the backyard of the Blue Cottage 
in Pialba and Linda is still very involved.  
The size and restrictions of the garden 
limited its expansion, so efforts are now 
concentrated on propagating and grow-
ing more unusual varieties and main-
taining a seed bank for varieties that are 
suited to this area. The gardeners are 
also committed to encouraging the gen-
eral public to grow their own fruit and 
vegetables, become seed savers and 
cook and preserve the excesses of their 
crops. 
 

I t‘s not usual that I would give the 
last word to a husband, but, in this 

case… Linda says ―My pet loves are 
gardening and the bush. My hus-
band would say his pet hates about me 
is my compulsive weeding and checking 
every rubbish skip I pass and bringing 
home "stuff" that can be reused.‖ 
 

I  suspect husband Les is not ad-
verse to the odd bit of recycling 

and reusing himself. When Linda told 
me she and Les were going travelling 
around Oz again later this year I asked 
about the mode of travel. (I often look in 
envy at those huge fuel guzzling 
$100,000 Winnies as we squash into 
our little pop top van). Linda replied, 
―We‘ll be travelling in a ford transit van 
which we have outfitted – it‘s an old red 
postal van with transfers of palm trees 
and setting sun and frangipani flowers. It 
looks like an old hippie van. Our friend 
calls it the Cherry Venturer.‖ Hurrah for 
old hippies! 
 

H ave a great trip and we all look 
forward to seeing you back in 

Hervey Bay. 
W—Feb 

article by Jenny  watts 

Return of the  
Green Frogs  

(and others hopefully) 
Finally a wet season has lived up to its 
name and the frogs have enjoyed a great 
season. They seem to be everywhere. ….. 

amongst the flood debris 

on the washing 

at the BBQ 
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Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ activities 
written by Sara Gerdsen 

Christmas Lunch 
Despite the heavy rain, 17 people attended this 
event at the Thai restaurant in Maryborough. 
After a delicious lunch and lots of pleasant talk 
we drove home through the wet roads; some of 
which had shallow flooding. Little did we realise 
the devastation which was to come.  

Educational Activities 
We hope to work with school and youth groups 
again this year. Remember if you are part of 
the helping team a Blue Card is not essential 
but the Branch can arrange for members to get 
a card if they  need one.  
 Our first youth presentation will be for the Bur-
rum Heads Girl Guides held at Cheelii Lagoon. 
The presentation will contribute to their nature 
badge. Please let Sara or Carol know if you 
can help. 

Wildlife Carers 
Our Branch supports this group of dedicated 
people. We pay the bill for the Wildlife Hotline 
phone.  
 During recent wet weather more animals have 
needed care – particularly young birds. My own 
grandchildren rescued two very wet kookabur-
ras which we took to a carer (now released 
back into the wild).  
The wonderful carers receive no government 
funding  and are completely dependent on 
donations. If you can help please make a dona-
tion to help cover the cost of food and medi-
cines. Also old towels and blankets will be 
gratefully received.  

Your Voice for Wildlife 
Although there have been no meetings over the 
festive season, submissions and proposals 
have been made to Council and others on 
behalf of the Branch.   

The Branch made comments on the Council‘s 

Mangrove Management Plan. Thanks Carol, 
Ruby, Coryn and Glenda for inspecting the 
various sites.  

Several members spoke at a presentation to 

Council to oppose the proposed road along 

foreshore at Point Vernon. Thanks to George 

Seymour for organising the petition.  

The  Branch has written to QP&W asking 

them to erect signs at ESA Park Kehlet Street 
and Gatakers Bay boat ramp to inform people 
about who they should contact if they find an 
injured or dead turtle.  

Members also made a presentation to Council 

to urge them to set up an environmental centre 

similar to CREEC (at Burpengary). 

Signage for Cheelii Lagoon 
and Fay Smith Wetlands. 
Committees have prepared drafts for signage 
at these locations. The next step will be meet-
ing will council. Unfortunately we were unsuc-
cessful with our first application for a grant to 
help with extra costs but more recently we have 
applied for a FCRC Community and Events 
Scheme Grant. Fingers crossed we will be 
successful. 

Bush Food Workshop 
An open invitation to WPSQ members and 
friends and others resulted in a well-attended  
workshop held at Marc Russell‘s property near 
Gympie. A most interesting tour and a delicious 
morning tea of bush tucker. Thanks Kerri-ann 
for the tasty treats and to Marc for sharing his  
knowledge. W—Feb 2011  

Reptile ID Workshop 
presented by Tony Bright 

reptile expert / consultant 
 

Tony will discuss the biology, habits and identification 

of reptiles of the Wide Bay Burnett area. 

Saturday 12 March 

10:00—1:00pm 
Aldershot Community Hall 

 

Morning tea is provided. If you wish to stay     

for lunch after the workshop the cost is $5. 

Let us know of any dietary requirements.  

 

Please book by 7 March for catering purposes.  
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Some people have 
a problem with the 
idea of flying-foxes 
as they are noctur-
nal animals and it 
is difficult for us to 
appreciate all the 
work they do for 
forests. They are 
the night time gar-
deners of euca-
lypts, tea trees, 
mangroves and 
rainforests. Some 
of our plants, over 
time, have devel-
oped so that they 
only produce fertile 
pollen at night. 
Flying-foxes 
transport this and 
the seeds from 
their fruit over very long distances to and 
from the feeding forests and their daytime 
roosts. This makes flying-foxes commer-
cially valuable to industries such as timber 
and fishing as they promote healthy euca-
lypt and mangrove growth in particular. 
So birds and bees in the day and flying-
foxes at night looking after all the many 
different types of forests that we treasure!  
 

The very wet weather that we have expe-
rienced this summer has been both good 
and bad for people as well as the animals. 
Flying-foxes are dependent upon nectar 
and pollen and heavy rain just washes it 
all away making fruiting trees the only 
source of food available for them at times. 
With the recent cyclone in the north, re-
sources for the migrating Little Red Fly-
ing-foxes and the Black Flying-foxes will 
have to be found further south along the 
coast (for Black Flying-foxes) or possibly 
in the western parts of Queensland for the 

Little Red Flying-
foxes. We have 
some flowering of 
the eucalypts and 
tea tree forests in 
the Hervey Bay area 
which will continue 
to support our visi-
tors and of course 
there are always the 
forests of Fraser 
Island.  
 

Watch a flyout in the 
twilight from either 
Tooan Tooan Re-
serve or the Hervey 
Bay Botanical Gar-
dens and you will 
see where the flow-
ering forests are. If 
the animals are go-

ing to Fraser Island a good place to see 
them is from the Urangan Pier as they fly 
low over the water on their way to the 
island. 
 

At the moment you can see the late babies 
either still sheltering under their mothers 
wings or roosting close to their mothers. 
Remember when viewing them that this is 
their resting time so please do not disturb. 
In a couple of months small groups will 
form; usually made up of one little male 
and five or six females - these are the 
breeding groups. Positions on the branch 
will be defended loudly by the males as 
they guard the females. That the Hervey 
Bay area can support so many of these 
amazing little creatures is a testament to 
the conservation effort of our community; 
not only do the people depend on the 
natural attributes of the area a surprising 
number of native animals abound due to 
the protected natural landscapes.  
W—Feb 2011  

Fruit Bats of the Fraser Coast 
By John Parsons 

John Parsons (left) and Merike Johnson look at 
flying-foxes. Photo by John. 
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Position statement of MangroveWatch  

Removal of Mangroves on the Mary  
 
1. The increasing presence of mangroves upstream is a result of reduced river flows from weir 
construction in conjunction with increased sediment and nutrient runoff to the river and estuary 
causing sediment build up in the upper estuary enabling rapid mangrove colonisation.  
 
2. Mangroves are not the problem. The removal of mangroves will not stop sediment from build-
ing up in the upper estuary. Mudbanks will continue to form in front of any rock wall that is built 
and these will be colonised by mangroves. The removal of mangroves will require constant 
maintenance at a cost to the tax-payer.  
 
3. Unless the weir is removed and catchment land-use is dramatically improved, mangroves will 
continue to grow. It is unlikely that this will occur in the near future.  
 
4. We live in a modified environment and, whilst these mangroves may not have been there pre-
viously, we now need them to provide ecosystem services that support fisheries in the Mary Riv-
er, Hervey Bay and Great Sandy Strait as well as improving water quality. These mangroves in 
the upper Mary estuary are the last remaining fish habitat. Additionally, these mangroves provide 
habitat for fauna. But, more importantly, these mangroves are like the kidneys of the river and 
filter sediments, nutrients and chemicals in the estuary protecting important habitat downstream. 
And, despite what some people might say, mangroves have aesthetic value and are important 
green-space in an urban environment. 
I question whether the value of this 500m of mangrove in relation to the ecosystem services they 
provide to the wider public (fish habitat, water quality filter, sediment stabilization, fauna habitat, 
aesthetic value and cultural value) has been assessed and compared to the value of their remov-
al, which serves to benefit a few local businesses on the river. 
 
5. Mangroves are a public resource and a state owned asset. Mangrove Management Plans are 
designed to ensure councils can legitimately remove and manage mangroves where they pose a 
threat to public safety - e.g. for flood mitigation, navigation and boardwalk maintenance. This 
process has been shown to work effectively both on the Burnett and Brisbane Rivers. In this 
instance however, these mangroves pose no threat to public safety and their removal serves to 
only benefit private interests. Why should council be allowed to remove a state owned public 
resource for the benefit of a few? 
 
6. The case in Maryborough sets a dangerous precedent. There is increasing pressure on man-
groves in urban settings with expanding population. All major coastal cities in Queensland have 
mangroves. To allow their removal for reasons other than safety opens up the potential for large 
areas of mangroves to be removed in towns and cities along the entire Queensland coast. A 
500m section of mangroves may not seem like much, but times that by 100 separate, seemingly 
harmless incidents and we've lost 50km of mangroves. That is a resource that we cannot afford 
to lose. We cannot afford to lose our mangrove resource through such a death-by-a-thousand 
cuts scenario.  
 
7. With increasing sea-level rise, mangrove presence will increase upstream, particularly where 
weirs have been placed within the natural tidal range of a river. Sea level rise will likely also result 
in losses of mangrove habitat downstream. This makes protecting upstream mangroves all the 
more important. These mangroves will serve to protect river banks from erosion and loss of land 
in the event of increased sea level, making them an economic asset to the township of 
Maryborough.  
 
8. All across the globe millions of dollars are spent on planting and restoring mangroves to pro-
tect coastlines and restore fish habitat. Australia is lucky to have the third largest area of man-
groves of any country in the world. We should not take this resource for granted. 
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The mary floods in Maryborough 
On Sunday 9 January  flood waters in Maryborough reached 8.2m. This was largely localised 
and there wasn‘t the warning and build up one usually has when the waters come from up-
stream and our flood levels and times are predicted from the Gympie levels. That happened on 
the following Wednesday although it was less than predicted at around 8m. These floods came 
a fortnight after a 4.5m flood just after Christmas and extended period of heavy rain. For our 
property on the Mary River this means very drenching conditions. Before the flood waters could 
recede the king tides hit and breached the levee. Our place was inundated for another week or 
so. I suppose we could say that for the Summer of 2010/11 we spent as much time canoeing in 
our garden as actually walking in it! With consistent rain periods since many parts of the proper-
ty are still very wet.   
We have been at this place for over seven years now and we were always cognisant of the pos-
sibility of flooding. I suppose we just got a bit blasé and lulled into creating our beautiful garden 
on a river flat without serious consideration to what would survive a flood. With the wisdom of 
this experience now the future shape and focus of the garden will be quite different. Here we 
share with you some of our observations.  by Jenny and Peter 

Right: On the river bank Queens-
land Blue Gum, Yellow Tulip 
(Drypetes), lomandra and cab-
bage tree palm were virtually 
unscathed while everything else 
was stripped bare, died or was 
ripped from the ground. Of  
note—the mangroves and cot-
tonwoods are usually so thick in 
this area that we cannot see the 
water as we can now. Elsewhere, 
other plants which faired well 
included Rough Elm, Tuckeroo, 
most Callistemons, most Lillypil-
lies and Silky Oak. Of the rainfor-
est species the Black Bean was 
one of the few to survive intact. 
Some figs have just started to 
send out new growth. 

Below: Many Cottonwoods were ripped from 
the ground. All were defoliated; some just bud-
ding up now after 4 weeks. The mangroves 
although stripped of  foliage remain upright. 

Below: We found that thick foliaged trees and 
ones with low hanging branches such as bun-
yas, hoop pines, tea trees and sheoaks caught 
debris which caused a lot of damage.  
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During flood situations we are always 
warned to watch for native wildlife that 
may be in flood water or clinging to float-
ing debris.  In fact, during the recent 
floods, a visit by my neighbour in his small 
tinnie was cut short when a brown snake 
made several attempts to climb inside his 
small boat.  Despite my telling him that 
brown snakes don‘t climb, my neighbour 
said he had no desire to share his tinnie 
with a 3 foot brown snake and that I could 
ring him on his mobile if we needed to talk 
more.  I barely had time to say goodbye 
as I watched him motor down my drive-
way, over my submerged letterbox and 
down the road. 
 

Anyway, this story is about the plants in 
my small nursery and which ones sur-
vived and which ones didn‘t survive being 

under water for almost 5 days.   
 

After the flood waters had dropped and 
the water was shallow enough for me to 
wade to my nursery, my first reaction was 
shock horror.  Every plant was covered in 
thick, brown mud and hence every plant 
looked dead.  ―We‘ll all be ruined‖ I 
thought to myself and promptly decided it 
was just too hard to comprehend at that 
particular time so I turned to other issues 
like the washing machine, hot water sys-
tem, bore pump and 2 ride-on mowers 
that had also been submerged. 
 

Anyway, rain and drizzle over the next 
week, managed to wash some of the mud 
from the leaves and lo and behold small 
green shoots started to emerge on some 
of the bare stems. 
 

BEWARE OF FLOATING PLANTS  

Photo showing my little nursery as the flood waters rose.  Eventually 
the small tin shed in the centre of the photo would float away and the 

other shed and 6,000 gallon tank would be submerged. 
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I guess in some ways it was not surprising 
to see bottle brush, lilly-pilly, swamp ma-
hogany and blue gum slowly but surely re
-shooting as these plants like moisture 
and could face similar periods of inunda-
tion in their natural environment. 
 

On the other hand, I guess it should also 
come as no surprise that plants found 
growing in the drier areas, did not re-
shoot.  By these I mean, ironbark, lemon-
scented gum, hop-bush, Hovea, Grevillea, 
Pultenea, Banksia integrifolia, Eremophila 
and Hakea sp.  
 

What did come as a surprise was the re-
silience of the rainforest species. Some 
such as Arytera microphylla (small-leaved 
coogera), Drypetes deplanchei (yellow 
tulip) and Jagera pseudorphus (foam  
bark) didn‘t lose a leaf and looked none 

the worse for their ordeal. Others such as 
Flindersia schottiana (bumpy ash) and 
Sterculia quadrifida (peanut tree) lost eve-
ry leaf but slowly sent out new growth. 
 

However, it is the hickory wattle (Acacia 
disparrima) that gets the award for the 
best survival technique.   For some rea-
son I had placed these plants in moulded 
styrofoam trays and hence plants and 
trays floated with the rising flood waters.   
 

On the road, amongst the sugar cane and 
in the trees, they were not fussy where 
they floated to or where they came to rest.  
To prove the point, they did exactly the 
same thing the following week when the 
Burnett River came up a second time and 
flooded the nursery.  Talk about a will to 
survive!  
W—Feb 2011  

This photo was taken several days after the flood and shows mud-
covered plants.  On the far right of the photo is the tray of hickory 

wattle that floated away and came through quite unscathed. 

by Maureen Schmitt 
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Don’t let the Goodwood 

Gum confuse you 

by Rick Haywood 
Eucalyptus hallii, also known as Good-
wood Gum, is endemic to the coastal 
lowlands between Bundaberg and 
Maryborough.  It occurs on flat to gently 
undulating terrain up to 60m above sea 
level.  It is found in eucalypt or dry scle-
rophyll forest and woodland with a num-
ber of other eucalypts, notably Eucalyp-
tus latisinensis (white mahogany), 
Corymbia trachyphloia (brown blood-
wood), Eucalyptus tereticornis (Blue 
Gum) and Angophora leiocarpa (smooth
-barked apple).  E. hallii grows on acidic, 
grey silty or white sandy soils. 
 

Goodwood Gum is listed as vulnerable 
under both the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Commonwealth) and the Nature Con-
servation Act 1992 (Queensland).  The 
species is conserved in the Burrum 
Coast National Park and the Bingera 
National Park. 
 

E. hallii is a small to medium sized tree 
8 – 17 m high.  The bark is deciduous, 
dappled pale and dark grey in clour for 
most of the year, but orange when newly 
exposed.  The adult leaves are lance-
shaped and the same colour on both 
sides.  The flowers are formed in the 
leaf axils and flower buds are egg-
shaped.  The fruit is obconical and the 
valves are protruding 
 

E. hallii can be easily confused with E. 
tereticornis (Blue Gum) for untrained 
eyes like mine.  Although they can grow 
20-45m tall, Blue Gums occur in the 
same areas and their bark is similar.  
Shedding in irregular sheets and at dif-
ferent times results in a smooth trunk 
surface coloured in patches of white, 
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The width of Goodwood Gum leaves are 1.5-
2.5 cm wide compared to Blue Gum leaves 
which are 1-3 cm wide. This is evident when 
these trees are adjacent to each other.  

Goodwood Gum 
orange bark (left) 
compared to 
Blue Gum bark. 

grey and blue.  Because of the similarities between 
these two species, Goodwood Gums have been cut 
down when mistaken for Blue Gums. 
 

However, Goodwood Gums are identified without diffi-
culty during the mid summer months by their distinctive 
orange bark which is exposed after the old bark is 
shed.  They are easily spotted at this time of year  
adjacent to the Bundaberg – Goodwood Road near 
Bingera National Park. 
 

Information sourced from: 
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/

pubs/20433-conservation-advice.pdf 

http://www.epa.qld.gov.au/wetlandinfo/site/factsfigures/
FloraAndFauna/Species/13905.html 

DERM alert 
Myrtle rust found in South 

East Queensland 
In late December 2010, Myrtle 
rust was found in a small num-
ber of production and retail 
nurseries in SE Queensland. 
Myrtle rust is a serious fungal 
disease caused by Uredo rangelii  
that affects plants in the Myr-
taceae family. This family in-
cludes many Australian native 
species including eucalypts, 
bloodwoods, paperparks, tea-
trees, lillypillies and water gums. 
The disease can cause defor-
mation of leaves, heavy defoli-
ation of branches, dieback, 
stunted growth and plant 
death. Myrtle rust is a reporta-
ble plant disease under 
Queensland legislation. In 
addition to the potential impact 
on biodiversity, the disease has 
the potential to affect a number 
of Queensland industries in-
cluding the cut flower, nursery, 
garden, forestry and bee indus-
tries. The rust poses no threat 
to human health. Myrtle rust 
was first detected in Australia 
in April 2010 in NSW and has 
now been confirmed on 140 
properties from the mid south 
coast to the north coast of 
NSW. The rust has been con-
firmed in 25 bushland sites and 
adjoining residential properties 
with several large tracts of 
bushland infected on the NSW 
Central Coast. Biosecurity 
Queensland is the lead agency 
in working with industry to in-
vestigate the origin of the in-
fected plants in Queensland 
and the current location of any 
plants that have been sold to 
the public. DERM are repre-
sented on the Queensland 
Myrtle Rust Control Group and 
have a committed interest in 
preventing the spread of this 
disease. For more information visit 
www.biosecurity.qld.gov.au 
(view Plant health, pests and 
diseases) or call 13 25 23.  

http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/pubs/20433-conservation-advice.pdf
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species/pubs/20433-conservation-advice.pdf
http://www.epa.qld.gov.au/wetlandinfo/site/factsfigures/FloraAndFauna/Species/13905.html
http://www.epa.qld.gov.au/wetlandinfo/site/factsfigures/FloraAndFauna/Species/13905.html
http://www.biosecurity.qld.gov.au/
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An Amazing Sight by Carol Bussey 
Wood Ducks (also called Maned Geese) are a common sight around here but recently 
a very unusual family of ducks was spotted at Burrum Heads. It appears to be a pair 
of normal Wood Ducks with three white offspring!  Perhaps one of the germ cells of 
the parent duck has mutated giving rise to the gene for white colouration.  White can 
often be a dominant gene.  For instance, a genetically pure white pig mated to a black 
pig will have white piglets. Therefore, if one of the birds has a gene for white coloura-
tion, it could be dominant and expressed in all the offspring. W—Jan 2011  

SIZE 

 SIZE 

SIZE 

SIZE 

SIZE 
NOT A  

DETERRENT 
By 

Ruby  Rosenfield 
 
Beneath the leaves of the turmeric 
plant an unusual murder was tak-
ing place. A tiny flower spider was 
draining the life out of a bladder 
cicada. The next day the empty 
desiccated shell of the bladder 
cicada could be seen and the tiny 
flower spider was enormous!   
W—Feb 2011  
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Seen one of these?  
 

Spotted locally, museum 
officers confirm it is a  
Feather-horned Longicorn 
Beetle, Piesarthrius sp. 
The specimen pictured is 
a male because of the 
distinctive feathery anten-
nae. The larvae of these 
beetles feed in the trunks 
of various wattle trees. 
They pupate in the 
branches and adults 
emerge in December. 
They are found in many 
parts of Australia. W— 

 

The lovely Breynia   
By John Eggleston 
 

In the photo is a form of Breynia oblongifolia 
that occurs naturally on my block and I have 
never seen it growing anywhere else, it is a 
tree form that always grows as a small tree 
with a single substantial trunk, growing to a 
height of 3 to 5 metres it always throws true 
to form from seed.  It all started from one 
tree that came up naturally on my block and 
is about 20 years old now.  All the plants in 
my forest are the same and the birds are 
gradually spreading it further afield and it is 
growing in my neighbour‘s  garden now.   
 

The normal form of Breynia oblongifolia is 
an open many stemmed rather scraggy 
shrub rarely growing more than 1.5 metres 
in height.  Whether my tree form is a muta-
tion or not I don't know, but it is now an es-
tablished form which is holding true to type 
and extending its range.  If you want to 
plant the seed, you need to wait until the 
fruits turn purple black before they are ma-
ture.  You will have to watch it closely for 
the birds love it and will take every ripe fruit 
they can find. W—SPRING 2010  
 

Scientific name: Breynia oblongifolia  
Common name: Native Coffee  
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The Coral Sea —  an under-protected marine icon 

by Daisy Barham 
Coral Sea Campaigner with the Australian Marine Conservation Society 

Coral Sea Corals 
Photo by Xanthe Rivett 

Maori humphead wrasse 
Photo by Tyronne Canning 
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Our big blue backyard hosts the largest 
variety of marine life in the world. Whether 
we consider the big majestic creatures 
that leave us in awe, the brilliant sandy 
beaches, or the little flashes of colour that 
dart through coral reefs, there can be no 
doubting that our marine environment is 
part of both Australia‘s and Far North 
Queensland‘s identity.  
 

In 2011 North Queensland has the 
chance to protect a large area of the Cor-
al Sea beginning past the edge of the 
continental shelf (over 110km from land). 
Its crystal clear depths are home to huge 
fish like tuna and marlin that dominate the 
ecosystem. And a staggering 42% of the 
world‘s critically endangered, endangered 
and vulnerable coral species are found in 
the area which makes it a well known 
conservation hot spot. 
 

The proposed marine park in the Coral 
Sea covers an area east of the Great Bar-
rier Reef Marine Park right out to the edge 
of our territorial waters. Here, oceanic 
reefs rise from depths of over a 1000m to 
within metres of the surface. Recently, 
some incredible deep sea reefs have also 
been discovered and little is known yet 
about these ecosystems. This is a truly 
special part of our ocean.   
 

Less than 5% of Australia‘s ocean is pro-
tected from the impacts of exploitation 
that has damaged many parts of our ma-
rine environment. During the last 50 years 
a truly staggering 90% of the world‘s big 
ocean fish have disappeared due to over-
fishing.   
 
 

Here in North Queensland we are fortu-
nate to have such a large area which we 
can protect; that has not yet shared this 
fate.  
 

Large, highly protected marine parks are 
a best practice, scientifically proven way, 
to protect the best that our oceans have 
to offer. Hundreds of marine scientists 
from all over the world, including Austral-

ia, have endorsed their establishment, 
including in the Coral Sea.  
 

This year is shaping up to be a big year 
for the Coral Sea with the Commonwealth 
Government deciding the fate of this and 
other important marine environments 
around the country. Their choice is stark; 
the Coral Sea can be granted real protec-
tion, or it can remain with the 95% of our 
ocean that is open to exploitation. The 
Government is due to release a draft plan 
for the future protection of the area and 
then conduct a three-month public consul-
tation period prior to making a final deci-
sion later in the year. This is a rare oppor-
tunity, and one that our ocean wildlife 
cannot afford to miss.  
 

A large, world-class, highly protected ma-
rine park in the Coral Sea will help ensure 
that there are places in the ocean that we 
can experience wildlife in its natural form. 
And with its comparatively small amount 
of commercial and recreational fishing the 
Coral Sea presents an ideal area to pro-
tect with minimal impacts upon local com-
munities. Significantly, many of the com-
mercial fishers operating in the Coral Sea 
do not oppose the creation of a marine 
park, provided they receive financial as-
sistance.  
 

The protection of the Coral Sea presents 
an unparalleled opportunity for the econo-
my of North Queensland. Establishing the 
world‘s largest marine park in the Coral 
Sea right next to the Great Barrier Reef 
can help revitalise tourism in North 
Queensland at a time when the region 
needs it most.  
 

At a time in history when overfishing is 
changing the face of the ocean there can 
be no better ocean legacy than to protect 
our Coral Sea.  
 

Please visit 
www.protectourcoralsea.org.au to add 
your voice to the call and help secure a 
great outcome for the this iconic wilder-
ness in 2011.  

http://www.protectourcoralsea.org.au/
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Between 2005 and 2007, the Queensland 
Wader Study Group, lead by Dr David Milton 
and Dr Sandra Harding undertook a survey of 
shorebirds of the Burnett Coast. The survey, 
which was released in a report in 2007, identi-
fied a large number of new critical high tide 
roosts and nesting habitat.  A high tide roost 
being a resting area that the birds use when 
they are not actively foraging or feeding. 
 

One of the survey‘s 
surprises, picked up on 
the aerial surveys, was 
the Port of Bundaberg‘s 
artificial dredge spoil 
ponds. The site was 
counted (numbers of 
species and birds) prior 
to the aerial survey on a 
falling tide and at the 
time contained almost 
as many birds as those 
counted during the en-
tire aerial survey of the 
rest of the coast. 
 

The species present included both resident and 
migratory species as well as large numbers of 
breeding Black-winged Stilt.  Some species, 
such as the Sharp-tailed Sandpiper prefer 
freshwater or brackish, non-tidal habitats and 
rarely feed in intertidal areas.  The Port was the 
only coastal site where this species was found 
during the survey.   

During subsequent visits, the number of birds 
varied considerably which appeared to be 
linked to the frequency and extent of tidal flush-
ing that the site topography allowed. The first 
aerial survey coincided with a recent king tide 
flushing followed by heavy local rainfall. These 
events re-oxygenate the water and allow large 
populations of small invertebrates to flourish in 
the ponds.   

 

In 2008, the Burnett 
Mary Regional Group 
approached the Port to 
see if they would allow 
a regular shorebird 
count to be undertak-
en.  By mid-2008, the 
Port agreed and sup-
ported by volunteers 
from the Bundaberg 
Bird Observers Club 
(Bundy BOC), a regu-
lar monthly monitoring 
program was developed.   
 

The group meet monthly on the scheduled 
weekend and undertake a count which general-
ly takes 3-4 hours as the group do a complete 
circuit of the Port‘s bunded area counting birds 
(and other species) that are using the site.   
 

Whilst some months are a little quiet – particu-
larly in the late winter / spring when the ponds 
can be completely dry – these months are 

WADERS IN THE WATER 
This article is an extract from a BMRG media release  

written by Sue Sargent 15 November 2011 

1 2

3
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GasLand  
synopsis  

In September 2006, theatre director and part-time banjo 
player Josh Fox received an unexpected letter in the mail: a 
natural gas company offering him $100 000 for permission 
to explore his family‘s upstate New York property, in the 
lush Delaware River Basin area.  
 

Rather than join many of his neighbours in signing on the 
dotted line, Josh‘s curiosity saw him asking questions. He 
soon discovered that in the race for ‗cleaner‘, greener & 
more efficient energy sources, the largest natural gas drill-
ing boom in history is sweeping the globe, and in the US, 
the Halliburton-led drilling technology of hydraulic fracturing 
(or ‗fracking‘) has unlocked a "Saudi Arabia of natural gas". 
 

So Josh picked up his camcorder, and set out on a journey 
across America‘s heartland. His personal concerns quickly 
uncover global ones, as the citizens of ‗GasLand‘ testify to 
what‘s been happening around them. It becomes evident 
that the multi-million dollar business of fracking has contam-
inated the water supply, the corporate giants are in cover-up 
mode, and the PR-spun government has not only turned a 
blind eye, it has regulated itself out of the picture…  
 

Part vérité travelogue, part exposé, part mystery, part show-
down, GasLand is a compelling and emotional first-person 
story of discovery and, ultimately, empowerment. Rough-
hewn yet poetic, the film is a desperate plea for scrutiny of a 
powerful industry that has now turned its eyes on a new, 
massive and (for now) largely unexplored territory: Australia. 
 

GasLand was awarded the Special Jury Prize for Docu-
mentary at the 2010 Sundance Film Festival and voted the 
best competition film of any section by indieWIRE‘s Sun-
dance Critics Poll. 
  

Screening of GasLand   

Brolga Theatre, Maryborough 
 

Tuesday, 6:30 pm,15 March 
Entry cost - $5  

 
Sponsored by Greater Mary Association, with the support of 
Wildlife Preservation Society, WBBCC and Transition Town. 

For more information, contact - 
Tanzi Smith greatermary@qmail.com  

  

more than compensated for by 
the rich species diversity to be 
found over the wet summer 
when our migratory birds return. 
 

Over the last two years, the 
group has been extremely privi-
leged with the monthly counts 
including several flagged birds 
and rarities such as the Buff-
breasted Sandpiper (Feb – May 
2009) and early in 2010 an Ori-
ental Plover.   
 

The Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
had only been recorded less 
than twenty times in Australia 
and had never before been rec-
orded in Queensland. But the 
story doesn‘t end there.  During 
the bird‘s extended stay, nearly 
80 keen ornithologists were 
facilitated access to the site from 
as far afield as Adelaide, Darwin 
and NSW.  The bird, nicknamed 
Buffy, also attracted her own 
VIPs which included a repre-
sentative from the Birds Austral-
ia Rarities Committee and a 
photographer from Scientific 
American. 
 

―Finding the bird was exciting 
enough,‖ said Dr Chris Barnes 
who, along with Nev Capell of 
Bundy BOC, discovered the bird 
on-site, ―but thanks to the gener-
osity of the Port we then had the 
opportunity to study and share it 
with the rest of Australia‘s bird-
ing fraternity which was a real 
bonus.‖ 
 

For more information about the 
program, please contact Pro-
gram Coordinator, Sue Sargent 
on (07) 4181 2999 or e-mail 
sue.sargent@bmrg.org.au 
 
  

Photos on page 22 
1: Oriental Plover (photo by 
Bill Moorhead)  
2. Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
(photo by Chris Barnes)  
3.  group doing the survey 
(photo by Trevor Quested) 

mailto:sue.sargent@bmrg.org.au
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WBBCC  
MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

 
 

 The quarterly newsletter “WAMBALIMAN”  
is included in membership with multiple cop-

ies for associations by arrangement. 
 

I wish to join / renew my membership with 

Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council Inc. 
 

Membership:  $____________ 

 

Donation*:   $____________ 

 

TOTAL   $____________ 

 
NAME…………………………………..… 

 

Address …………………………………… 

 

……………………………….……………. 

 

Phone: . …………………………………… 

 

Email:…………………………………...… 

 

SIGNED ……………………………….....    

 

Date .........................………………....…… 

 

Please return to: 

Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council 

PO Box 694 

MARYBOROUGH Qld 4650 
 

*Donation is a gift to WBBCC Inc. Public Fund. 

WBBCC Inc. is an endorsed deductible gift recipi-

ent on the Register of Environmental Organisa-

tions under the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997.  

Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible. 

 

Annual Membership 

Single              $ 15.00 

Family group  $ 20.00 

Associations  $ 30.00 

 Date Claimers 

Reptile ID Workshop 
(see page 12) 

Saturday 12 March 

10:00—1:00pm 
Aldershot Community Hall 

Ring FC WPSQ to book by 7 March  

Screening of  
GasLand 
(See page 23) 

Brolga Theatre, Maryborough 

6:30pm Tuesday 15 March 
 

GasLand, the Oscar nominated movie about 
the impacts of Coal Seam Gas in the US.  

 

Entry cost - $5 

For more information, contact Tanzi 
greatermary@qmail.com  

 

WBBCC AGM 
 

Sunday 27 March 2011 

1:00pm  

Neighbourhood Centre  

Ellena St, Maryborough 

all welcome 

Have your Say! 
The State Government is bringing out at 
least two policies that will affect our area 
- the State Planning Policy on Wet-
lands and the Biodiversity Strategy. 

You can have input into these policies. 
Submissions are due on Wetlands by 
February 28 and on Biodiversity until 
March 18. If you are concerned about 
any aspects of conservation eg koala 
conservation on the Fraser Coast, you 
can make your view known to the gov-

ernment. View the policies on 

www.derm.qld.gov.au 

http://www.derm.qld.gov.au

