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Northern Energy Cooperation (NEC) 
Colton Coal project  
NEC have supplied The Department of 
Environment and Resource Management  
with their Draft Environmental Manage-
ment Plan (EMP) and  DERM has ex-
pressed concern at the lack of credible sci-
ence applied to the issue of the proposed 
WQ discharge of approximately 1000MGL 
per year into the Mary River at Churchill 
Mines Road Dundathu. As a result they 
have been asked to do their homework and 
present the EMP back to the agency. 
The Federal Government has decided that 
this is not considered to be likely to signifi-
cantly impact the Ramsar values, and does 
not constitute a controlled  action under the 
EPBC Act 1999. 
 

BMRG/Great Sandy Biosphere / Coal 
Mining  
Dr Evelyn Meier, the chair of BMRG, has 
seen fit to accept $5000 from NEC to help 
pay for community workshops. BMRG are 
not a ‘conservation group’ per se, but are at 
the same time in fact engaging the commu-
nity to take ownership of the Biosphere; 
balancing sustainable development and 
conservation of the biosphere’s conserva-
tion values. It is all in the wording; one 
Mary River pundit interprets  it as, ‘ Buy a 
Sphere’. A motion moved at WBBCC’s 
general meeting today for WBBCC to re-
sign its membership from BMRG was 
passed by the members. An interesting de-
velopment has been the resignation of the 
current CEO, which is claimed to be part of 
a restructuring of the management; David 
Brown,  you will be sadly missed . 

Wide Bay Burnett Regional Water  
Supply Strategy  
We have made it clear to DERM Ministe-
rial staff that we do not support the pro-
posed supply of 10GL to the Fraser Coast 
from Paradise Dam, when DIP owns 11GL 
of water in the Traveston footprint which 
could be used to supply any potential short-
fall in the next 30 years. We have evidence 
that the Fraser Coast has enough water until 
2026. The proposed pipeline from Childers 
to Howard is expected to cost greater than 
$200M, possibly increasing water charges 
five fold  for the regions’ ratepayers . 
 

WBB Draft Statutory Regional Plan  
We have drafted a brief to an ecological 
consultant to prepare a short report on the 
potential for the plan’s provisions to ade-
quately protect the region’s biodiversity. 
We will then use its findings to inform our 
submission which is due on Christmas eve. 
 

Traveston Dam anniversary and the 
Lungfish court case  
Lest we forget  the effort which WBBCC 
made to defeat this obviously unsustainable 
project. It will be forever our remembrance 
day and I am hopeful that we will also have 
our ultimate victory revealed by Justice 
Logan in the Federal Court. There is no 
doubt that Traveston was the carrot cake, 
but the court case will most definitely be 
the lemon icing, given that we have shown 
that both projects are lemons . 
 

Thank you all for having faith in the man-
agement committee. Have a peaceful fes-
tive season  because you are going to need  
it for next year. With WBBCC alive and 
kicking you will never get bored ! 

�Roger Currie  Roger Currie  Roger Currie  Roger Currie  14 November 2010 

WBBCC President’s Comment 
By Roger Currie 
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Hello there WBBCC members and conserva-
tionists alike. 
 

The Federal Election  
The election brought about some very interesting 
results for the environment. The Greens have 
taken power of the Senate including the success-
ful election of Environmental Defenders Office 
solicitor Larissa Waters as Queensland’s very first 
Greens Senator. She will take office on July 1 
2011 along with the other newly elected Greens 
Senators across Australia. The fact that The 
Greens hold the balance of power in the Senate 
will bring a powerful negotiating tool for environ-
mental protection and social justice. It is very 
pleasing to see Australians electing Greens repre-
sentatives to both the federal lower and upper 
houses. The decision made by four Independents 
and the Greens MP for Melbourne to form gov-
ernment with Julia Gillard and Labor should result 
in some action for climate change and see a 
mining resource tax in place. The general feeling 
among Australians seems to be that the two 
major parties have become the same, hence the 
increasing swing towards the Greens. 
 

Fraser Coast 1000 Solar Roofs Challenge 
The Fraser Coast 1000 Solar Roofs Challenge is 
progressing along slowly but steadily. We have 
sold around 30 systems which may not seem like 
a lot but the competition is fierce at the moment 
in this region. We prefer to allow people to de-
cide for themselves who they will purchase solar 
from and if it happens to be through our Chal-
lenge then that’s a bonus. Our commercials are 
still running on WIN but should wrap up in the 
next month. In the new year I will take the Chal-
lenge to the public again via displays at markets 
and community events and this will provide addi-
tional promotion for WBBCC. 
 

The Colton Coal Mine 
The Department of Environment and Resource 
Management (DERM) made the decision to send 
the Environmental Management Plan (EMP) for 
the Proposed Colton Coal Mine back to Northern 
Energy Corporation (NEC) in late September 
requesting further detailed information on water 
quality and biodiversity. This is a positive step in 
the fight against this mine as DERM very rarely 

knocks back an EMP, though NEC has 12 months 
to return the revised EMP with updated mitiga-
tion measures. Shortly after this occurred, the 
Federal Environment Department made the deci-
sion that the Colton Coal Mine will not be listed 
as a controlled action under the EPBC Act 1999, 
as the anticipated impacts to the RAMSAR Wet-
lands via water discharges to the Mary River, will 
not affect the Matters of National Environmental 
Significance (MNES). This was very disappointing 
to hear, but this is the way the Act works and it 
is only assessed on the current anticipated foot-
print not the accumulative impacts over the life 
of the mine once expanded. We are continuing to 
fight this proposal with every available tool and 
will continue to do so until a final decision has 
been reached. 
 

Fraser Island and dingoes 
I was invited by the Minister Kate Jones to attend 
the official opening of the upgraded facilities at 
Lake McKenzie on Fraser Island in September. I 
took the opportunity while on the island to have 
a quick chat to the Minister about the Colton 
Mine.  As can be expected, controversy sur-
rounded the day due to the ongoing issue re-
garding dingo management on the island. I did 
notice, although there are many signs cautioning 
the public against interaction with the animals, 
they are predominately written in English as are 
the verbal warnings given by the barge operators 
prior to arrival on the island. It occurred to me 
that, because the majority of visitors to the island 
are non-English speaking tourists, they are not 
being given the message clearly. It would be 
worth exploring whether DERM, QPWS and Tour-
ism QLD could work together to ensure that the 
information on the signs is presented in many 
languages and that tour operators are advised 
accordingly  to ensure that tourists are aware of 
the warnings and are given the opportunity to 
abide by the laws of the Island’ 
 

Jennifer Parkhurst, the Rainbow Beach resident 
who was charged with 46 counts of interfering 
and handling a wild animal, faced her hearing in 
early November and was fined $40,000 and given 
a 9 month suspended jail sentence. This has 
been a very controversial case and it is under-
stood that Ms Parkhurst fed and raised the din-
gos out of her concern for the animals, but Dingo 

From the WBBCC Coordinator’s Desk …... 

Coordinator's Report continued  page 7 
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'The Great Sandy Biosphere' was officially de-
clared as the world’s 15th Biosphere Reserve in 
May 2009 by the United Nations Environmental, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO). 
The objective of the Great Sandy Biosphere re-
serve is to give world recognition to our out-
standing natural beauty and high levels of biodi-
versity in the region as well as encouraging con-
servation and sustainable development. 
 

When the BMRG learned that the nomination had 
been successful and the region would be de-
clared as a Biosphere, the former Chair of the 
Group, Mr Russell Stewart said “We now have 
to keep our promises and make sure the 
Great Sandy Biosphere becomes a model 
for sustainability.” 
 

The Burnett Mary Regional Group (BMRG) in 
conjunction with the University of Queensland is 
running a series of Biosphere workshops in our 
region over the next few months based upon 
addressing  "How can we use this status to cre-
ate a more sustainable future- to promote har-
mony between people and nature and maintain 
the livability of the biosphere?" 
 

These workshops were advertised as being sup-
ported by 'BMRG', 'University of QLD'  and 
'Bundaberg Sugar', however it was announced at 
the workshop in Maryborough on Tuesday 26-10-
10 that the workshops were financed by dona-
tions from Bundaberg Sugar and The Northern 
Energy Corporation, the mining development firm 
responsible for the proposed Colton Coal Mine 
north of Maryborough. 
 

Northern Energy Corporation (NEC) proposes to 
extract 500,000 tonnes of coking coal per annum 
from the site located a mere 2.5km from the 
town of Aldershot and plans to discharge con-

taminated water into the Mary River which flows 
directly into the Great Sandy RAMSAR Wetlands 
in the heart of the Great Sandy Biosphere. 
 

When contacted, the BMRG confirmed that NEC 
had donated $5000 towards the costs of facilitat-
ing the workshops and that BMRG had in fact 
approached NEC and asked for a donation. Bund-
aberg Sugar and Hyne Timber have also donated 
$5000 each towards the project. 
 

WBBCC Coordinator Miss Emma-Kate Currie was 
outraged to learn that the workshops are being 
funded by companies that undertake activities 
that are damaging to the environment and was 
particularly concerned that BMRG had ap-
proached NEC for donations yet failed to disclose 
this information on the workshop fliers. 
 

"We are outraged that BMRG has ap-
proached a corporation like NEC to fund 
these biosphere workshops as the pro-
posed Colton Coal Mine has the potential to 
be devastating to our region’s environment 
and flies in the face of the objectives of the 
Great Sandy Biosphere! It is simply un-
ethical for BMRG to ask for and accept do-
nations from this company for the purpose 
of promoting the Great Sandy Biosphere 
and we will be ensuring that UNESCO is 
made aware of this fact. The BMRG has 
achieved great outcomes for environmental 
restoration and protection in this region via 
encouraging the agricultural industry to 
implement better management practices 
but we are disgusted by their decision to 
take money from a company whose sole 
objective is to dig up our resources and 
turn them into pennies in the pockets of 
offshore investors, at the cost of our re-
gion’s environment."  � 

 'Media Release from WBBCC 28-10-10' 
'Great Sandy Biosphere tainted by donations from coal company' 

The Great Sandy Biosphere includes Fraser Island, the Great Sandy Straits and the 
surrounding areas. In May 2009 it was accepted as a “Biosphere Reserve” into a program 
that not only recognises conservation values but encourages the residents to live more 
sustainably. Some interesting natural history facts about the area are: 
�It has the world’s tallest rainforest that grows on sand 
�Has the largest and highest perched lakes in the world 
�49% of Australia’s bird species are found here 
�Has more than 7558 recorded species of fauna and flora, many of which are rare and 
endangered, including the Queensland Lungfish and Mary River Turtle. 
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Management Plan is legislation, and 
therefore, if you interfere with a dingo, 
you have broken the law under the 
Nature Conservation Act 2000. At the 
time of Ms Parkhurst’s ruling, WBBCC 
called upon the LNP, via the media, to 
commit to removing the dingo from the 
Pest Management Act and nominate 
them as a ‘threatened species’ under 
the EPBC Act 1999 to ensure that the 
Dingo would be protected Australia 
Wide. If the nomination was successful, 
the current management plan on Fraser 
Island would have to be amended to 
ensure the dingo is not culled for dis-
playing aggressive behaviour. The LNP 
has stood by Ms Parkhurst and the Save 
the Fraser Island Dingo Group and 
strongly critised the state government’s 
management, which is their role as 
opposition. But when questioned by the 
media regarding our call on them to 
protect the dingos, Ted Sorensens reply 
was ‘Well they are a pest in some 
places and do need to be baited’. It 
appears that neither side of government 
has the answer to effectively managing 
the animal on the island. 
 

I will attend an Environmental 
Roundtable with Minister Jones and 
other conservation sector representa-
tives in early December. The main top-
ics for the Roundtable are the Coastal 
Plan, Biodiversity Strategy and Mining. 
This one should be very interesting. I 
will meet with the Minister to discuss 
the Colton Coal Mine in detail. I will also 
discuss the funding issue with my fellow 
representative; QCC and DERM, to try 
to work out a system that works effi-
ciently for everyone to ensure that our 
funding arrives on time next year and 
the years that follow. 
 

Until next time, Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year and fingers crossed 
we stop this mine once and for all! � 
 

EmmaEmmaEmmaEmma----Kate CurrieKate CurrieKate CurrieKate Currie    
13 November 2010 

In response to WBBCC’s media 
release (page 6) one WBBCC  

member writes … 
 

Criticism from some members of the WBBCC of the 
support for the Great Sandy Biosphere of a private 
company is uninformed and unfair. Getting interna-
tional recognition of the Great Sandy region as a 
Biosphere was a fantastic achievement. WBBCC 
should embrace the concept and help make it work 
rather than jeering. 
 

The fact is there are no dedicated government 
funds to support the operation of Biospheres. 
BMRG has sought funds from several private com-
panies with no strings attached to run Biosphere 
workshops for the entire community.  
 

It is not the only group to accept private funds. The 
Winter 2010 edition of Wambaliman reports that the 
Conservation Council receives a cash bonus from a 
local energy company and received a cheque for 
$500 as an award sponsored by a printer cartridge 
company. The idea that funds should not be ac-
cepted because of the donor’s activities is impracti-
cal. In this case, should groups like the Conserva-
tion Council and BMRG refund the grants received 
from the Queensland Government when dams on 
the Burnett and Mary Rivers are proposed? 
 

The Conservation Council should respect the differ-
ent roles of groups involved in conserva-
tion.  BMRG is not an activist conservation group, it 
represents a wide range of interests and employs 
professionals to undertake environmental and reha-
bilitation work.  
 

There are many ways to achieve change. Intense 
lobbying and public campaigns by groups have 
been successful, although I suspect there are more 
losses than wins. Another way to achieve change is 
to work closely with companies at the start of their 
projects to encourage them to do more than just 
meet minimum government requirements.  This is 
not only pragmatic - it represents the spirit of co-
operation which is an ideal of the Biosphere.  
 

I have been involved in conservation for many 
years. Conservation groups will continue to lose 
many battles until conservation becomes a way of 
life for the majority of the population, rather than an 
enlightened minority. � 

Carl Moller, Carl Moller, Carl Moller, Carl Moller, WBBCC Member     

From the WBBCC Coordinator’s Desk  

Continued…..from page 5 
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New Conservation Areas in the Bundaberg Region 

By Rick HaywoodBy Rick HaywoodBy Rick HaywoodBy Rick Haywood    
 

During 2010, the Queensland Government has indicated that the tenure of a number of properties in 
the Bundaberg Region will be converted from Unallocated State Land (USL) and Leasehold Land to 
Nature Conservation.   

The Burnett Heads Progress and Sports Association were instrumental in ensuring five parcels of 
USL (about 330 ha) near the mouth of the Burnett River will be incorporated into the Barubbra Island 
Conservation Park, bringing the total area of this Park to 903 ha.  In addition, the State Government 
has stated the 570 ha parcel of USL land west of Barubbra Island Conservation Park will be con-
verted to nature conservation  (see diagram below).  These lands are largely pristine mangrove forest 
with some sand dunes and areas of woodland. 

 

South of the Elliot River, 37 ha of USL will be incorporated into the adjacent Vera Scarth Johnson 
Wildflower Conservation Reserve.  The total area of the Reserve will increase to 131 ha.  This would 
not have occurred without the concerted efforts of the WPSQ Bundaberg Branch, Bundaberg and 
District Urban Landcare and the WBBCC. 

The tenure of four leasehold properties (an area of 1,809 ha) north of Bundaberg near Miara will be 
converted to nature conservation.  This land contains largely intact coastal remnant habitat with 
known high biodiversity values.  After more than five years of intense lobbying by local conservation 
groups, it is pleasing to know ‘endangered’ and ‘of concern’ regional ecosystems and the dependent 
wildlife will be protected.  This campaign has received recognition by winning the WPSQ 2010 award 
for ‘The most successful campaign’.  
The conversion of tenure of the parcels of land discussed above to nature conservation would not 
have occurred without passionate input from members of local non-commercial community organisa-
tions.  This vividly highlights the significance of these organisations, the concerns of their members, 
and that the local natural environment needs to be protected for all and into perpetuity. � 
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WPSQ members at the Central Branches Get Together 

At the event Branch reports were presented and local issues 
discussed.  All branches have been active promoting and pre-
serving the natural environment.  However, all are facing similar 
challenges, namely difficulty in encouraging new members 
while recognising people seem to have more family and finan-
cial constraints compared to past decades, and other 
‘competing’ voluntary organisations such as LandCare and 
Birdwatchers. 

Dr Kevin Wormington gave a very informative presentation on 
research he has conducted along a section of the Bruce High-
way south of Miriam Vale.  The research showed that if man-
aged and planned well, gliders can survive adjacent to busy 
roads.  However, this is no substitute to their natural environ-
ment where their long term survival would be much greater. 

After a satisfying lunch, the group visited the Eric Zillmann Sci-
entific Area in the Cordalba State Forest. This area has been 
protected to conserve one of Australia’s most rare trees, the 
Alectryon ramiflorus. This tree was discovered by Eric Zillmann 
at this site and everyone enjoyed learning about this tree from 
Eric himself. � 

On Saturday 16 October, members from the Capricorn, Bundaberg, Fraser Coast and 
Caboolture Branches met at the CWA Hall in Bundaberg. 

Photo above: from back left - Pam, Eric, Rachael, Jeff, Rick, 
Joan, Sara, Maureen, front - Carol, Ann, Phil, Helen and Denise. 
Photo left: Helen Thomas and Phil Jarman preparing lunch and 
Photo below left: Eric Zillmann discussing the Alectryon ramiflorus. 

Article and photos by Rick HaywoodArticle and photos by Rick HaywoodArticle and photos by Rick HaywoodArticle and photos by Rick Haywood 
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Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ activities  

Threatened Species Day  
Although the official date for TSD is 7 September, 
the 3 September suited the schools. We gave presen-
tations at Howard and Torbanlea Schools—four 
classes in all. The students learnt about threatened 
species in their local area with the main focus on the 
Glossy Black Cockatoo. Each student made a “Glossy 
Black on a she-oak twig” fridge magnet and several 
of the birds’ food trees were planted in the school 
grounds. Thanks to members and friends who helped 
with this event.  
Photo left: Margaret Ewers helping a student at 
Torbanlea State School. 

Annual General Meeting 
The AGM was held at Osprey Park, Hervey Bay and, yes, we did see an Osprey!  
Congratulations to the new committee: President—Joan Coutts, Vice president—Di 
Christensen, Secretary—Carol Bussey, Assistant  Secretary—Sara Gerdsen, Treasurer—
Linda Idiens.  

John Williams, Mary Starkey and Merike Johnson from the  Flying Fox Monitoring 
Group at a  count at Tooan Tooan Creek, Hervey Bay —Photo by John Parsons 
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Fraser Coast Branch WPSQ activities  
Central Branches Get Together 

This year Bundaberg Branch hosted this event. Four of our branch members attended. It 
was an informative day including Eric taking us to see the Alectryon ramiflorus, the sec-
ond rarest plant species in the Southern Hemisphere. (see article and photos page 5) 

Halloween Batty Fight 
At this Fraser Coast Regional Council event Carol Bussey and Lee Carter  spoke about 
the importance of flying foxes to an audience of families who viewed the colony fly out 
as well as enjoying  many Halloween activities. The Council presented each child with a 
“sample bag” and one of the goodies was a flying fox fridge magnet. Our branch made 
up 200 kits as a fund raiser and we will make about $100.  

Guest Speakers at Our Monthly Meetings. 
September: Maggie Johns spoke about the Transition Town Hervey Bay’s  “low carbon 
diet”. She also chaired the election at the AGM.  
October: Marc Russell, Fraser Coast Regional Council’s Community Environment Pro-
gram (CEP) Officer spoke at this meeting. Marc outlined his goals and hopes and his 
interest in collecting fauna data; particularly about koalas.  
November: There was no speaker at the November meeting  but we had a koala spotting 
expedition after the meeting which was held at Ruby and Coryn’s—thanks for your hos-
pitality.  The koala spotting afternoon was at Alice and Frank’s Teddington property. We 
saw claw marks on tree trunks, scats and an adult koala dozing in the fork  of a tree 
(thanks to Sue’s keen eyes). See photo above. An exciting ending to the day! 

To all readers we extend best wishes for a joyous festive season. Our break-up 
will possibly be on Sunday 12 December at a venue TBA. Ring for details. 
 

����FCWPSQ Activities notes were written by Sara GerdsenFCWPSQ Activities notes were written by Sara GerdsenFCWPSQ Activities notes were written by Sara GerdsenFCWPSQ Activities notes were written by Sara Gerdsen    
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Malaysia – we were hosted by the 
Turtle Conservation Centre (TCC) based at 
Kampung (village) Mangkuk. It is a small 
coastal village on the north east coast of the 
peninsula of Malaysia, set between the 
beach and the Setiu River.  Chan and Pelf 
(TCC staff) were very hospitable and made 
us feel at home. TCC rents a 2 roomed 
building, one room is living space and the 
other a mini turtle museum and displays 
and lots of floor space for activities. Every 
day the village children drop in to chat, look, 
and do some craft – making turtle kites, and 
turtle lanterns ready for the Chinese 
Mooncake festival. The main threat to river 
turtles is poaching, the locals love eating 
turtle eggs – they were off our menu!! TCC 
purchases the eggs from the villagers, 
hatches them and releases the hatchlings 
back into the river. TCC have a great web-
site and Facebook page. 
www.turtleconservationcentre.org  

Sri Lanka  – our hosting community 
group was the Turtle Conservation Project 
(TCP). We found it to be a truly inspiring 
organization with an amazing leader, 
Thushan. They have achieved so much with 
their community based ecosystem conser-
vation approach. Through a diverse range 
of alternate income generation training pro-
grams TCC greatly reduce the destruction 
of the environment, eg women no longer 
need to mine coral reefs to make lime to 
sell. Deb and I planted a mangrove tree 
each as part of their 10km mangrove resto-
ration project. After four years the fishermen 
are catching more fish closer to the shore 
as a result of their efforts. One evening we 
watched a turtle lay her eggs. With the end 
of the war, there is enormous pressure for 
development and tourism. While there is 
optimism amongst the people, many are 
very cautious about the rate and impact of 
change on their environment and the liveli-

World Turtle Stage for Tiaro Landcare 
 

By Marilyn Connell 

A Winston Churchill Fellowship pro-
vided the opportunity for me to have 
an experience of a lifetime, travelling 
to Malaysia, Sri  Lanka, Dubai and 
Brazil to learn about river turtles and 
community groups who are involved 
with turtle conservation. Having Deb-
bie Brischke as a travelling compan-
ion was fantastic. Visiting community 
projects has allowed us to share meals 
in private homes, talk to local fisher-
men, researchers, students, local peo-
ple and staff employed by the various 
projects. A great privilege for us both. 
As you can imagine these are just a 
few titbits from 6 weeks traveling.  

Marilyn and Noor with river terrapin, Malaysia 
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hoods of the villagers. There are 
many opportunities for us to have a 
continuing connection with this group. 
Foreigners are encouraged to visit as 
volunteers. I would highly recommend 
it. Despite the small size of the Sri 
Lankan island, they have large pro-
tected areas and amazing wildlife…
saw 70 bird species in one day, ele-
phants, leopards etc. Visit their web-
site: www.tcpsrilanka.org 
 

United Arab Emirates 
The highlight was having our Tiaro 
Landcare chocolate turtles going to 
the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi. Tiaro 
Landcare is the first group in Australia 
to receive a grant from the Mohamed 
bin Zayed Species Conservation 
Fund.   
 

Brazil  – we flew into Manaus, a 
large regional city in the north west in 
the Amazon Basin. For the next nine 
days, we lived on the Engima, a 25m 
motor cruiser with accommodation for 
about 20.  Dick Vogt from INPA (a 
research organisation) runs a Field 
based course on management, re-
search and conservation of river tur-
tles. The other participants were Mas-
ters students from INPA. Early one 
morning we went checking for turtle 
nests. The nesting bank was 2km 
long and 1km wide, many things 
about the Amazon are HUGE. A high-
light was listening to wild turtles vo-
calise. INPA is one of the leading 
research organisations in the world 
and current projects are changing our 
understanding of the behaviour of 
river turtles and their interactions.  
 

Without the financial support of the 
Churchill Trust, this trip would not 
have been possible. We are now part 
of a global network. �                                  

World Turtle Stage for Tiaro Landcare 
By Marilyn Connell 

continued 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hey You Birdos! 
 

In early October Raoul Slater (yes, son of Slater 
and Slater) gave a presentation in Gympie on 
improving your bird photography. About 50 of us 
all brought all our bird photos on a memory stick 
and they all went up on a big screen to be praised 
or ridiculed. Someone had been to Africa and had 
great photos of lions.  
 

The presentation was more for camera club buffs. 
The general advice was to hold the camera 
steady, get as close as possible and shoot in the 
softer early morning or late afternoon light. And 
getting a good picture takes a lot of time and 
patience. After that it got technical. If your cam-
era has an AV function and you turn it on you 
would get more objects in the frame in focus. The 
rest was a bit of a mystery. 
 

The morning tea was fantastic and a great time 
was had by all. 

By Ruby Rosenfield 

Raoul Slater  
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On October 28, 2010, a clutch of DERM employees, tw o Bundaberg City 
council Workers and some individuals with a general  interest in wildlife, 
learned quite a bit about the rare and difficult to  study water mouse 
(previously known as the false water rat),  Xeromys  myoides. 

I an Gynther, a DERM Officer specialising in rare and threatened species, told the group 
about the strange population distribution of this small rodent. (It weighs about 40g and 

is 85 mm long). It is found in southern Queensland in such places as the Pumicestone 
Passage and Tin Can Bay.  Then it occurs in Mackay and then around Gove in the North-
ern Territory. So what about all the places in between? We were going to see if we could 
find it in the Coonarr area. 

T he water mouse has a dark grey back and white underside. It has small ears and eyes 
and relies on its somewhat bulbous nose to locate its prey of crustaceans and shells. 

W ater mice are nocturnal and hunt in a habitat not frequented by humans at night - 
mangroves- and consequently, are infrequently seen. The group learned what the 

signs of its presence were: middens of chewed snail shells and crabs, nests of packed 
mud and turf which are up to 66 cm high in coastal areas near to mangroves, holes in 
trees which are packed with mud to make a den. 

T he males have a territory of 0.5 to 1 ha and fight furiously if they encounter each 
other. Each nest is occupied by a family group – adult male, female and juveniles.  

T he threats to the water mice are feral animals such as pigs and foxes and develop-
ment of coastal areas leading to disturbance of acid sulfate soils and other forms of 

pollution eg spraying for midges. 

H aving learned about water mice, the volunteers headed out to a site on the Elliott 
River and set up camp.  Their task was to traipse through the mangroves, trailing a 

string line so they could find their way out, and set 25 Elliott traps with fish bait in them. 
Two teams formed. Ian Gynther’s team returned looking fairly clean. However, DERMs 
Tim Pulsford selected a route through the mangroves that involved knee deep mud!  The 
traps were set in the early evening. They were closed at 11 am so animals did not drown 
if the tide came in, opened again at 2 am and then checked at dawn.  Wandering about 
amongst the mangroves in the wee small hours – especially in deep mud – is one of the 
challenges of studying water mice. We were truly thankful that it wasn't raining.  
Were any mice caught? No. 

The Water Mouse Photos and text by Carol Bussey 
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Above: The water mouse, Xeromys myoides. Also 
known as the marine mouse or yirrkoo (Indigenous). 
Left: Tony Bussey watches Ian Gynther tagging the 
site where a trap has been set. The yellow device on 
Ian's belt will trail a string line behind him. 

CONGRATULATIONS—JOHN EGGLESTON, PAST PRESIDENT FC W PSQ 
At lunch in the Hervey Bay Botanic Gardens with alm ost 80 CEP volunteers from 
17 groups across the region, Mr John Eggleston was presented with the Golden 
Gnome - the Community Environment Program Volunteer  of the Year Award for 
sharing so much of his time and knowledge with the Fraser Coast Community and 
for helping to protect and enhance the environment.  
 

I’ve been volunteering virtually since the day I ar-
rived in Hervey Bay in 1988, and working for the 
environment and natural history since I was a child,” 
he said. 
“My first project in Hervey Bay, besides cleaning up 
my yard, was with the flying fox colony at Tooan 
Tooan Creek,” he said. 
“I joined the Wildlife Preservation Society and helped 
revegetate the colony and get rid of the weeds in-
festing the site.” 
He then moved on to the Arkarra Lagoons at Dun-
dowran where he helped form a Community Environ-
ment Group to rejuvenate the former sand quarry 
and turn it into the major drawcard and community 
facility it is today. 
“The project is not completed but we have achieved 
a lot,” he said. 
John and a dedicated group of volunteers, the 
Hervey Bay Propagators, manage the CEP nursery 
based at the Hervey Bay Botanic gardens. John has 
been there since its inception five years ago and has 
been responsible for seed collection, propagation 
and ultimately planting of many thousands of local 
trees, including some rare species. � 
 

Source: FCRC e newsletter, 5 November 2010 

One of Australia's rarest rodents, the 
water mouse is a nocturnal non-marsupial 
terrestrial carnivore that inhabits coastal 
marine and estuarine environments. 
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Workshop Report—Photos and text by Jenny Watts 

Over 50 people attended a 
workshop in the Marybor-
ough City Hall on Saturday 
6 November, by Wildlife 
Queensland’s Richmond 
Birdwing Conservation 
Network (RBCN, formerly 
CSIRO’s Richmond Bird-
wing Recovery Network) 
with organisational and 
financial assistance from 
BRMG and Fraser Coast 
Council. Topics discussed 
included the butterfly’s 
identity and biology, its 
habitat, inbreeding depres-
sion, the host vine, how to 
grow the vine, the RBCN 
data base – and that was 
just before lunch! It was 
indeed a very informative 
workshop over six hours. 
 

The Richmond Birdwing 
was once found from Graf-
ton  NSW to River Heads / 
Maryborough QLD. Its 
decline came with clearing 
of its habitat and the 
spread of the exotic Dutch-
man’s Pipe vine which is 
poisonous to the larvae. 
Larvae only feed on Paris-
tolochia praevenosa 
(lowlands) and P. lahey-
ana (ranges). Paristolochia 
praevenosa is commonly 
called Richmond Birdwing 
vine, and it is the planting 
of these vines which has 
been targeted as the only 
hope to extend the now 
dwindling and fragmented 
range of the butterfly. 

Richmond Birdwing Butterfly 
 Restoring Habitats on the Fraser Coast 

SPEAKERS AT THE WORKSHOP 
Above: Marc Russell, Fraser Coast Regional Council’s 
Community Environment Program Officer and Greg Siepen 
and Hugh Krenske from RBCN. Below: Entomologist Dr 
Don Sands from RBCN and John Eggleston.  
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Maryborough’s Butterfly Man  

Ray Manskie’s name is well known locally and interna-
tionally in Lepidoptera circles. Locally he is known as 
Maryborough’s Butterfly Man; known for his knowledge 
and world class collection of butterflies. But that collection 
has now been donated and gratefully received by Har-
vard University’s Museum of Comparative Zoology. 
 

His collection has joined that of his friend, Rod Eastward. 
Together they had 76 years of collecting and their collec-
tion with over 15,000 specimens is the largest collection 
of Australian butterflies outside this country. Some of the 
species represented are now extinct. His collection came 
from all over Australia and on an expedition to northern 
Australia he discovered a previously unknown species 
which is named after him. 
 

Ray spoke briefly at the workshop mentioning one of his 
favourite local haunts; a lushly vegetated island in the 
Mary River where he recorded 93 species of butterfly! 
He told the gathering that he thought planting Paris-
tolochia vines along the length of Tinana Creek was the 
best chance the Richmond Birdwing Butterfly had of ever 
reaching what was once its northern limit. He stressed 
that the conditions here were suitable for the vine’s estab-
lishment and it would provide a corridor of 100 or so kilo-
metres and link with other known butterfly habitats.  

John has a head 
start …………. 
 
Each participant in the work-
shop received a Paris-
tolochia vine to plant, with 
detailed instruction on how to 
plant it and with the under-
standing that it was a contri-
bution to the butterfly’s re-
covery, albeit in the long 
term. But there was at least 
one Fraser Coast participant 
who has a head start of 20 
years or more. 
 

It was in 1988 that xFCWPSQ 
President, John Eggleston 
was visiting the Midnight 
National Park in northern 
NSW when he first saw a 
Richmond Birdwing Butterfly. 
Elated, he rushed to his 
friend and well known bota-
nist, Hugh Nicholson who 
lived nearby. Hugh told him 
all about the butterfly includ-
ing the fact that its range 
possibly once extended from 
the Richmond River in NSW 
to Maryborough / Hervey Bay 
in Queensland, although 
over time its distribution had 
become very fragmented and 
restricted. Hugh was at the 
time growing Paristolochia 
vines from the Midnight NP 
stock and gave two plants to 
John who was soon to move 
to Hervey Bay. 
 

These vines became part of 
the rainforest plot John es-
tablished on his property and 
eventually entwined to the 
tree tops, germinated natu-
rally and provided seed for 
further propagation. Although 
John has not sighted the 
butterfly his little patch is 
ready when it does arrive. 
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The Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) lists 23 
birds as extinct, 6 as critically endangered, 
41 as endangered, and 61 as vulnerable. 
 

Black-breasted Button Quail (Turnix 
melanogaster) was listed as vulnerable 
nationally by EPBC Act 1999.  In NSW it 
was listed as endangered 1995 and in Qld 
as vulnerable in 1992. 
 

Here in the Fraser Coast region, it's possi-
ble to catch a glimpse of one as it forages 
for invertebrates, seeds and berries in heavy 
leaf-litter, often under lantana. Their pres-
ence may be marked by platelets, a basin-
like depression formed by the bird standing 

anchored on one leg while 
pivoting around as it scratches 
with the other leg. But all 
quails do this when feeding. 
 

Black-breasted Button Quails 
still remain in remnants of 
vine-forest in Yarraman-
Nanango, Jimna-Conondale 
and Great Sandy regions, as 
well as the Bunyas, Ravens-
bourne, the Border Ranges 
and vine scrubs of the 
Lockyer Valley. In NSW they 
are restricted to the Northern 
Rivers and Tablelands. 
 

The best way to see them is 
with your ears, seriously. 
You hear them first– that is if 
they haven't heard you. They 
are very shy and will quietly 
disappear with their cryptic 
colouring hiding them in the 
shadows. 

 

Populations have become severely frag-
mented because the habitat has been 
cleared.  This should be of special concern 
here in the Hervey Bay area where we have 
seen them and know how vulnerable they 
are.  Who knows what other species we are 
losing—frogs, snails, orchids and lizards to 
name a few. Extinction is forever and we 
don't know what we've lost till it's gone. 
For more information, see the Species Pro-
file and Threats Database on the Depart-
ment of the Environment, Water, Heritage 
and the Arts at website at 
www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/
public/sprat.pl. 

Black-breasted Button Quail  
 by Audrey Sorensen 

“The best way to see them is with your ears, seriously.  
 You hear them first--that is if they haven't heard you.”  
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Photos left:  Acronychia imperforata can be a 
volunteer plant in gardens. Birds like the 
young Olive-backed Oriole pictured really  
enjoy a feast on the berries. 

 

Acronychia imperforata   
 

Coast Aspen or Beach Acronychia 
 

By John Eggleston 
(this article first appeared in FC WPSQ News October 2010) 

 

The Coast Aspen inhabits the littoral rainforests where it 
grows as an attractive tree up to 15m in height, with a 
dense rounded crown. It can also occur right down to the 
foreshore, growing on the frontal dunes, exposed to the salt 
winds, where it may only grow as a shrub of 1m to 2m in 
height. The Coast Aspen makes an excellent small bush 
tree of around 5m in height and 3m spread in home gar-
dens, being suited to most coastal gardens. To date it has-
n’t been readily available in nurseries, as it has proved to 
be very difficult to propagate. A method of treating the 
seed of these plants has now been devised, which has 
proved successful and should result in these trees becom-
ing more readily available. In the wild, fruits of these 
plants have to pass through the digestive system of birds 
and then weather for a year or more before they will germi-
nate, which is spasmodic and unreliable.�  

We recently wrote to the Queensland Museum after finding a beautiful moth one night climbing on 
the trunk of a Crows Ash—pictured. Having lived in Victoria we were familiar with the spectacular 
Emperor Gum Moth and this was nearly as impressive. About the same size—12 cm, but it had a bee 
like body—very plump and furry and of the richest orange/gold colour. The wings of the same colour 
as the body had mauve lace like patterns. Anyway, here is the response from the museum:  

 

Your wonderful moth is in the family Saturnidae which in-
cludes the Emperor Moths. It is Syntherata janetta or a 
related species. Please see: http://
lepidoptera.butterflyhouse.com.au/satu/janetta.html how-
ever there are a number of similar species so it may not be 
that exact species. You can see from the description in that 
link and also in the picture compared with yours that there 
is a colour variation.  
 

We haven’t seen it again but have the host plants so we hope we 
will. Meanwhile, the Hawk Moth caterpillars have arrived on the 
grapevine under the terrace  and are rapidly munching away strip-
ping the vine and making a horrible mess underfoot.   
 

�  By Jenny and Peter 
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A KILLER ON OUR STREETS, IN OUR 
YARDS AND PADDOCKS 

Bob Luttrell, Bob the Beeman, (B Ag Sc) 

The African Tulip Tree (Spathodea campanulata) 
is listed as a Class 3 pest by the Department of 
Employment, Economic Development & Innova-
tion (DEEDI), and can no longer be sold or dis-
tributed in Qld. However, its past history of distri-
bution as a street and landscaping tree has en-
sured plentiful escapees into natural habitats 
therefore displaying the behaviour that justifies its 
inclusion in the Global Invasive Species Data-
base “Top 100 World’s Worst Invaders”. 
 

Drive around most suburbs of Brisbane or other 
Queensland towns and the chances are you will 
see examples on the footpath of yards. Out in the 
countryside, its bright orange flowers stand out at 
this time of year.  
 

Unfortunately if one takes the time to look closer, 
this beauty conceals a lethal threat to our stin-
gless bees. Look at the sprays of flowers and you 
will see stingless bees attracted to the flowers for 
foraging. Look closer and you will see the bees 
gathering pollen, and seemingly imbibing other 
plant secretions as well as nectar. Unfortunately 
if you continue the examination into the flowers, 
you will find the result of that foraging for pollen 
and nectar, a collection of dead and dying stin-
gless bees and other insects.  
 

While I cannot say just what 
the chemical mechanism of 
the toxicity is, it seems to be 
quick; I have watched a bee in 
its death throes.  
 

Information published in Brazil 
found that the gathered pollen 
did not get back to the hives, 
so the attracted bees are 
killed before they can return. 
Unfortunately the mechanism of attraction is 
strong and the numbers of stingless bees can be 
quite large in areas where stingless bees are 
present. 
 

It seems that the natural pollinators of the African 
tulip are bats or birds and the tree has developed 
a mechanism to protect its precious pollen from 
being stolen from the early arriving stingless 
bees. It kills them. The tree is not fertile for some 
time after the pollen is released; the bats and 

birds are attracted at the right time. Unfortunately 
the bees of African homeland, of Brazil where it is 
also a weed and studies have been done, and of 
Australia have not learnt to resist the temptation 
to raid the pollen so presented. 
 

This provides yet another very pow-
erful reason to persist in the effort to 
remove it from our landscape at 
every possible opportunity, perhaps 
even to step up that removal. With 
the decline of the Apis mellifera, the 
honeybee, caused by the spread of 
the small hive beetle (Aethina tu-
mida), our native stingless bees will 
assume a greater role in pollination 
in natural habitats, perhaps resum-

ing the function that used to be their domain. 
 

There is a great interest in stingless bees among 
the general public. Perhaps this can help provide 
the motivation to remove trees that would other-
wise not be removed. 
 

Reference:  Insect mortality in Spathodea cam-
panulata BEAUV. (BIGNONIACEAE) flowers.  
Trigo. J. R. and Santos, W.F.dos, Rev.Brasil. 
Biol., 60(3) :537_538 

Unfortunately if 
one takes the time 
to look closer, this 
beauty conceals a 
lethal threat to our 

stingless bees. 

Dead native bees (Photo Bob Luttrell) 
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Three Gingers banned in Queensland  
 

Three newly declared weed species - yellow, white a nd kahili 
ginger are now illegal to sell or trade in Queensla nd.  

Yellow ginger (Hedychium flavescens) - CLASS 1  
 

White ginger (Hedychium coronarium) - CLASS 3  
 

Kahili ginger (Hedychium gardnerianum) - CLASS 3  
 

Minister for Primary Industries, Fisheries, Rural and Regional Queensland Tim Mulherrin said Queen-
slanders were being asked to look out for these ornamental ginger plants and help stop their spread.  
 

"Ginger has been around for a long time and is common in backyard gardens, but yellow, white and 
kahili ginger can suppress or replace native plants and they pose a real threat to our national parks 
and forests. "These ginger plants already cause serious problems in countries such as Hawaii, New 
Zealand and South Africa and we need to act now before these weeds become widespread in QLD."  
 

The newly declared weed species are ornamental plan ts, not the food producing variety. 
 

"Yellow ginger is not known to be established in the wild and has been declared a Class 1 weed to 
prevent this happening. 
"Landowners are now responsible for ensuring their land is free from yellow ginger. 
"If you have yellow ginger in the garden, be sure to remove and dispose of it properly - don't dump it 
in bushland where it can spread. 
"Dig out the entire plant including the roots, place it in a black garbage bag, secure the top and leave 
it in the sun for two days before placing it in a garbage bin. 
"White and kahili ginger are Class 3 weeds. This means landholders adjacent to environmentally 
significant areas (such as national parks) must control these weeds on their property. 
"It is important people can distinguish between yellow, white and kahili ginger from other varieties of 
ginger plants sold in Australia." 
Under the Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002 penalties now apply for 
selling or trading yellow, kahili and white ginger in Queensland. 
 

If you see these weeds for sale in Queensland contact Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23. 
For more information, visit www.biosecurity.qld.gov.au  
 

Photos: Sheldon Navie 

The Red-eared Slider Turtle 
Trachemys scripta elegans 

CLASS 1 declared pest animal- It is an offence to import, sell 
or keep these animals without a permit, or to release them. 
The Red-eared Slider Turtle is an invasive species of freshwater 
turtle that grows to around 30cm long. It has a distinctive red 
stripe behind each eye and fine yellow streaks and lines on the 
head, neck, legs and tail. They can lay up to 70 eggs a year and 
live up to 40 years old.  
If you have one of these or have seen one or need further infor-
mation contact DPI&F on 132523  or www.dpi.qld.gov.au 
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Readers will enjoy this 
glossy, well produced 
booklet that introduces 
some of the most com-
mon and easily-seen 
coastal birds of the 
Great Sandy Strait re-
gion. The photographs 

throughout the booklet are generally of a high 
standard. This helps make this an attractive 
booklet to use for first time visitors or locals with 
a general interest in their local birdlife. Photo-
graphs of nests of species that breed on or near 
beaches in the area will increase awareness of 
beach-nesting birds. These species are some of 
the most threatened in many parts of Australia as 
they try vainly to compete with people on many 
popular recreation beaches. 
 

The Great Sandy Biosphere includes Cooloola 
National Park, Fraser Is and the Great Sandy 
Strait Ramsar wetland in Hervey Bay. The Bio-
sphere lies about 200 km north of Brisbane, the 
Queensland capital. The lack of a map suggests 
that the booklet is intended for a local audience 
of people who either live in or are already visiting 
the region. It has a brief introduction that explains 
some of the main unique features of the Bio-
sphere and the threats birds and other wildlife 
face. The rest of the booklet is devoted to ac-
counts of 49 species of birds that either live in 
coastal wetlands or adjacent vegetation. One 
page is devoted to each species and contains 
several photographs, a description of the species 
and short separate notes on their feeding habits 
and breeding. In the bottom right-hand corner of 
each page is a box with notes on “Places to look” 
for the species and a short statement on any 
threats they face. The overall status of the spe-
cies is shown in the top right-hand corner of each 
page. Only two shorebirds and one tern species 

are not identified as “Common”. These rare and 
threatened species are all coastal wetland-
dependent birds. They are more easily seen in 
many parts of the Great Sandy Biosphere than 
elsewhere in southern Queensland. 
 

Of the 49 species included in the booklet, almost 
half of them have identified threats in the region. 
The species under threat are also mostly wet-
land-dependent species including a duck, coastal 
birds of prey, shorebirds, terns, an egret and 
surprisingly, the Australian White Ibis. The choice 
of species covers the large and most easily seen 
species to be found during a short visit to the 
Biosphere. It is not intended to be comprehen-
sive, but to provide a practical introduction to the 
coastal birds of the Biosphere in an easy to use 
format. 
 

The “Coastal Birds of the Great Sandy Bio-
sphere” is one of a number of bird booklets pro-
duced recently by regional groups along the 
Queensland coast. These booklets are needed to 
address a growing demand for locally relevant 
information on our coastal birds. Coastal birds 
and wetlands are increasingly under threat world-
wide as the human population grows in coastal 
areas. Improved public awareness of our impacts 
on coastal birds and wetlands will lead to more 
people valuing these areas. That is where this 
booklet fits in – by providing relevant information 
about identification and interesting facts of a 
selection of birds that depend on coastal wet-
lands or adjacent forests. I highly recommend the 
booklet to people looking for an easy, simple and 
readable introduction to the delights of coastal 
birds of this popular holiday region of Queen-
sland. �David Milton 
 

To get a booklet—BRMG 0741812999 ext 110 or 
roslyn.erwin@brmg.org.au for details of local 
distributors which include tourist info. centres. 

“Coastal Birds of the Great Sandy Biosphere” 
by Burnett-Mary Regional Group, 2010. 

BOOK REVIEW BY David Milton, Queensland Wader Study Group 

Wetlands International presented the State of the World’s Waterbirds 2010 on Thursday 21 October at 
the Convention on Biological Diversity in Japan. Through this publication, the organisation will show how 
different groups of waterbird populations are doing in different parts of our world.  
 

The publication also highlights why some populations are in continuing decline while others are recover-
ing. The overview is based on survey work coordinated for over 40 years in over 100 countries under the 
International Waterbird Census and has been combined with data from many other sources. 
 

The State of the World’s Waterbirds 2010 summarises what is known about this spectacular and crucial 
element of the world’s biodiversity, about the threats it is facing and about effective responses to those 
threats. The state of this group of species also gives some indication of the health of the world’s lakes, 
rivers, marshes, estuaries and shallow sea areas. 
Available for download at: http://www.wetlands.org 
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Tests have shown that there is 
no difference in quality be-
tween expensive bottled water 
and tap water; in fact in some 
cases the water in the bottles is 
the same as tap water. Coca-
Cola recently won a court rul-
ing that enables them to extract 
66 million litres from the Peats Ridge aquifer, 
central coast NSW, for its bottled water brands. 
This is the same water source used by the local 
Council as a domestic water supply. And of 
course we know of the humorous results of water 
tasting panel experiments. Hard to believe, but 
we import bottled water too, from places like 
Java, one of the world’s most populous islands!  
 

What has led to this bottled water craze? Ian 
Kiernan (Clean up Australia Chairman) says it is 
one of the greatest cons ever pulled. We seem to 
have fallen for a marketing miracle; the pictures 
on the bottles depicting snow-capped mountains, 
sparkling waterfalls, tropical flowers, and we must 
believe that the water in the bottle is “filtered by a 
primitive rainforest” or comes from “an aquifer in 
a virgin ecosystem”.   
Apart from the financial costs, there are consider-
able environmental costs. The Australian bottled 
water industry used over 400,000 barrels of oil 
and was responsible for around 60,000 tonnes of 

greenhouse emissions last year. 
Furthermore, in addition to the 
water in the bottles, twice as 
much water is used in the pro-
duction process. (Information 
from several sources). 
 

There is also an ethical question 
about this phenomenon. Water sources used by 
local farmers in developing countries, are being 
privatized and taken over by multinational com-
panies. Sponsored by the World Bank the Indo-
nesian Government has given concessions to 
companies such as Danone and Coca-Cola, to 
comodify what has always been common prop-
erty, forcing the farmers to now pay for their wa-
ter use. About one-third of Fiji’s people lack ac-
cess to clean drinking water while “Fiji Water” in 
attractive square bottles, is sold in Australian 
supermarkets. 
 

But maybe the era of the water bottle is coming 
to an end. The growth of bottled water sales glob-
ally is declining, particularly in major markets, as 
more consumers turn to tap water in light of eco-
nomic circumstances. Environmental concerns 
are also having an influence; with government 
departments banning bottled water from the of-
fice and some localities such as Bundanoon in 
NSW outlawing bottled water sales in the town.� 

  Bottled Water, To Drink Or Not To Drink  
By Merike Johnson 

 Australians spend over half a billion dollars a yea r on bottled water de-
spite high quality drinking water, up to 10,000 tim es cheaper in price, avail-
able from the tap. There are hundreds of bottled wa ter brands in Australia, 

all selling a colourless, odourless, tasteless liqu id.  

Draft Wide Bay Burnett Framework for Natural Resour ce Management 2009-2031  
This NRM framework will establish a single set of measureable targets for the condition and extent of 
environmental and natural resources for the Wide Bay Burnett (covering the North Burnett, South Burnett, 
Bundaberg, Fraser Coast and Gympie Regional Council and the Cherbourg Aboriginal Council areas). It 
will be a document to coordinate the delivery of existing and future plans, strategies and actions for the 
management and use of natural resources.  
 

The Draft was prepared by the Wide Bay Burnett Environment and Natural Resource Working Group 
(ENRWG) and has membership from: DERM, Department of Employment, Economic Development and 
Innovation, Department of Communities, Department of Infrastructure and Planning, Burnett Mary Tradi-
tional Owners Working Group, Burnett Mary Regional Group, Bundaberg, Fraser Coast, Gympie, South 
Burnett and North Burnett Regional Councils, Agforce, Industry, Mary River Catchment Coordinating Com-
mittee, Burnett Catchment Care Association and Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council. 
 

The ENRWG are currently seeking your feedback on the Draft NRM Framework. To have your say, there 
is a proforma (easy if you go to BMRG site and download) and return your comments to Luke Diddams at  
DERM, 120 Lennox Street, Maryborough or PO Box 212, Maryborough Qld  4650 or email: 
luke.diddams@derm.qld.gov.au by 5pm on Friday 24th December 2010. 
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WBBCC  
MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

 
 

  
The quarterly newsletter “WAMBALIMAN”  

is included in membership with multiple copies 
for associations by arrangement. 

 

I wish to join / renew my membership with 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council Inc. 

 

Membership:  $____________ 
 
Donation*:    $____________ 
 
TOTAL    $____________ 

 
NAME ………………………………………… 
 
ADDRESS……………………………………. 
 
…………………………………...……………. 
 
Phone: . ……………………………………… 
 
Email:………………………………………… 
 
SIGNED ………………...……………………       
 
Date .........................……………..………….. 
 
Please return to: 
Wide Bay Burnett Conservation Council 
PO Box 694 
MARYBOROUGH Qld 4650 
 

*Donation is a gift to WBBCC Inc. Public Fund. 
WBBCC Inc. is an endorsed deductible gift recipient 
on the Register of Environmental Organisations 
under the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997.  
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible. 

Annual Membership 
Single              $ 15.00 
Family group  $ 20.00 
Associations  $ 30.00 

 Date Claimers 

 

WPSQ SHIRTS 
T-shirt (pictured)  

Women: blue / white 
Men: grey / beige 

Collared Shirt  
Women: green  

Men: beige 
Order from  

WPSQ 32210194  
or contact FC Branch 

5pm 24th December 
HAVE YOUR SAY 

Feedback on  Draft NRM Framework 
(see page 23) 

Biosphere Workshops 
Follow up— Feb 10 2011 

To all our readers,  
 

Merry Christmas 

and best wishes for 

a happy, restful, 

safe and peaceful 

festive season.  
 

From the 
Wambaliman Team 


